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Adopted rules include new rules, amendments to existing rules, and repeals of existing
LE S rules. A rule adopted by a state agency takes effect 20 days after the date on which it is
filed with the Secretary of State unless a later date is required by statute or specified in
the rule (Government Code, §2001.036). If a rule is adopted without change to the text of the proposed rule, then the
Texas Register does not republish the rule text here. If a rule is adopted with change to the text of the proposed rule, then
the final rule text is included here. The final rule text will appear in the Texas Administrative Code on the effective date.

TITLE 16. ECONOMIC REGULATION

PART 4. TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF
LICENSING AND REGULATION

CHAPTER 60. PROCEDURAL RULES OF THE
COMMISSION AND THE DEPARTMENT

The Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation (Commis-
sion) adopts amendments to existing rules at 16 Texas Admin-
istrative Code (TAC), Chapter 60, Subchapter C, §60.32; Sub-
chapter F, §60.82; and Subchapter I, §60.301 and §60.302, re-
garding the Procedural Rules of the Commission and the Depart-
ment, without changes to the proposed text as published in the
May 29, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 3667).
These rules will not be republished.

EXPLANATION OF AND JUSTIFICATION FOR THE RULES

The rules under 16 TAC, Chapter 60, implement Texas Occupa-
tions Code, Chapter 51, the enabling statute of the Commission
and the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation (Depart-
ment), and other laws applicable to the Commission and the De-
partment.

The Chapter 60 rules are the procedural rules of the Commission
and the Department. These rules apply to all of the agency's pro-
grams and to all license applicants and licensees, except where
there is a conflict with the statutes and rules of a specific pro-
gram.

The adopted rules are necessary to implement Senate Bill (SB)
2443, 89th Legislature, Regular Session (2025), which amends
certain provisions under Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 51,
including §51.207, Use of Technology.

Background

Prior to the passage of SB 2443, provisions of the Administra-
tive Procedure Act (Texas Government Code, Chapter 2001) and
several of the Department's program statutes required the De-
partment to use certified mail or personal delivery to provide
pleadings, notices, or orders to contested case respondents.
While previous legislation and agency rules authorized the De-
partment to require an applicant or license holder to provide an
e-mail address for purposes of receiving licensing-related corre-
spondence, the Department remained unable to use electronic
means to provide documents to contested case respondents.
SB 2443 addressed this conflict by specifically authorizing the
Department to use electronic methods of notice for all purposes,
regardless of conflicting provisions in program statutes or the
Administrative Procedure Act.

Explanation of Adopted Rules

The adopted rules will modernize the delivery of contested case
pleadings, notices, and orders by allowing applicants and license
holders to opt in to receiving those notices electronically, and
to opt out of electronic service if desired. Pursuant to previous
legislation and agency rules, the Department may send other
types of correspondence (such as communications related to a
license application or renewal) to applicants and license holders
without their explicit consent.

Additionally, consistent with SB 2443, the adopted rules clarify
that the Department's authority to require e-mail addresses ex-
tends only to applicants and license holders. The adopted rules
also amend the rules concerning dishonored payment fees, no-
tices of alleged violation and continued license restrictions, and
notices of proposed denial, to allow electronic service of these
notices. Lastly, the adopted rules provide that the presump-
tion of receipt, which currently applies to certain documents sent
through certified mail, also applies to electronically served docu-
ments and that it is the recipient's responsibility to view electron-
ically served documents, including those that may have been
directed to a "spam" or "junk" folder.

SECTION-BY-SECTION SUMMARY
Subchapter C. License Applications and Renewals

The adopted rules amend §60.32 by changing the title from
"E-mail Communications and Requirements" to "Electronic
Communications and Requirements." Existing subsection (a)
has been modified to clarify who may be required to provide
the Department with an e-mail address for purposes of re-
ceiving general correspondence. New subsection (c) is added
to provide that an applicant or license holder may consent to
receive contested case pleadings, notices, and orders through
electronic means including e-mail, an online portal, or another
electronic method authorized by the Department. Subsection
(c) also provides that a person may opt out of electronic service
of these documents. New subsection (d) provides that once the
applicant or license holder consents to electronic delivery, the
Department may serve contested case-related documents to
the person electronically.

Subchapter F. Fees

The adopted rules amend §60.82, Dishonored Payment Fee.
Existing subsection (c) has been modified to include electronic
service as a way for the Department to notify an applicant, li-
cense holder, or other person if a payment has been dishonored.

Subchapter I. Contested Cases

The adopted rules amend §60.301, Contested Cases. Existing
subsection (c) has been amended to include electronic service
as an option when the Department sends notices under this rule.
Existing subsection (d) has been modified by adding language
to clarify proper service of notices under existing subsection (c).
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New subsection (e) has been added to clarify how the presump-
tion of receipt applies to electronically served documents. The
remaining subsections have been re-lettered.

The adopted rules amend §60.302, Notice of Proposed Denial.
Existing subsection (b) has been modified to include electronic
service as an option when the Department sends notices of pro-
posed denials under this rule. Existing subsection (c) has been
modified by adding language to clarify proper service of notices
under existing subsection (b). New subsection (d) has been
added to clarify how the presumption of receipt applies to elec-
tronically served documents. The remaining subsections are
re-lettered.

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND INFORMATION RELATED TO THE
COST, BENEFIT, OR EFFECT OF THE PROPOSED RULES

The Department drafted and distributed the proposed rules to
persons internal and external to the agency. The proposed rules
were published in the May 29, 2026, issue of the Texas Register
(51 TexReg 3667). The Department requested public comments
on the proposed rules and information related to the cost, benefit,
or effect of the proposed rules, including any applicable data, re-
search, or analysis. The public comment period closed on June
29, 2026.

The Department received comments from seven interested par-
ties in response to the required summary of the proposed rules,
which was posted on the Department's website and distributed
on May 18, 2026, the same day that the proposed rules were
filed with the Texas Register, but before the official publication
of the proposed rules and the official start of the public com-
ment period. Of these comments, five of the interested parties
expressed support for the proposed rules, and one requested
changes to the proposed rules. One interested party did not in-
dicate whether he was in support or against the proposed rules
but requested changes to the proposed rules. Subsequently, the
Department did not receive any relevant comments from inter-
ested parties on the published proposed rules during the official
public comment period. The public comments are summarized
below. Similar comments are grouped together for brevity.

Comments in Support

Comment (from one individual and one community health clinic):
The proposed rules will expedite communications between the
Department and stakeholders and save costs related to mailing.

Department Response: The Department appreciates the sup-
portive comments and makes no changes in response.

Comment (from three individuals): The commenters expressed
agreement without providing a supporting rationale.

Department Response: The Department appreciates the sup-
portive comments and makes no changes in response.

Comments Requesting Changes

Comment (from an individual): If electronic service is allowed,
there should be no adverse consequences from failure to re-
spond unless a copy of the correspondence is also mailed. Many
people may not have access to electronic means of receiving a
notification or may not check these services as diligently as their
written mail.

Department Response: The Department appreciates the com-
ment. The current rules allow for most correspondence to be
sent electronically. The proposed rules are limited in scope
to contested case notices and other types of correspondence

where the current rules require certified mail. With respect
to these types of correspondence, the proposed rules give
individuals the ability to opt-in to electronic service. Because
it is the individual's choice whether to opt-in, the Department
believes that it would be redundant to also mail notices to
these individuals. Therefore, the Department declines to make
changes in response to this comment.

Comment (from an individual): The proposed rules are advisable
only if a secure site can be used for corresponding with license
applicants and license holders and those individuals are able
to revoke their consent and go back to receiving certified mail
notifications.

Department Response: The Department appreciates the com-
ment. Although the Department anticipates that a secure online
messaging portal will be developed in the future, the Depart-
ment finds that traditional email may also be properly used for
electronic service if proper safeguards are employed to secure
the message or to remove sensitive information. Under the pro-
posed rules, individuals will retain the ability to opt out of elec-
tronic service with respect only to those types of correspondence
that currently require certified mail. The Department believes
that this approach reflects the best balance of the interests of
fairness and efficiency. Therefore, the Department declines to
make changes in response to this comment.

Comments in Response to the Published Proposed Rules

The Department received three comments that did not appear to
relate to the proposed rules. The Department routed those com-
ments to the appropriate personnel and will not make changes
to the proposed rules in response to those comments.

COMMISSION ACTION

At its meeting on July 28, 2026, the Commission adopted the
proposed rules as published in the Texas Register.

SUBCHAPTER C. LICENSE APPLICATIONS
AND RENEWALS

16 TAC §60.32

STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The rules are adopted under Texas Occupations Code §51.201
and §51.203, which authorize the Commission, the Depart-
ment's governing body, to adopt rules as necessary to implement
its own procedures, Chapter 51, and any other law establishing
a program regulated by the Department; and §51.207, which
authorizes the Commission by rule to require an applicant or
license holder to provide an e-mail address to the Department
and to provide that any correspondence sent or received by the
Department be delivered electronically. In addition, the rules
are adopted under Texas Government Code §2001.004, which
requires a state agency to adopt rules of practice stating the
nature and requirements of all available formal and informal
procedures.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted rules are
those set forth in Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 51; Texas
Government Code, Chapter 2001; and the program statutes for
all of the Department programs: Agriculture Code, Chapter 301
(Weather Modification and Control); Education Code, Chapter
1001 (Driver and Traffic Safety Education); Government Code,
Chapters 171 (Court-Ordered Programs); and 469 (Elimination
of Architectural Barriers); Health and Safety Code, Chapters
401, Subchapter M (Laser Hair Removal); 466 (State Lottery);
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754 (Elevators, Escalators, and Related Equipment); and 755
(Boilers); Labor Code, Chapter 91 (Professional Employer
Organizations); Occupations Code, Chapters 202 (Podiatrists);
203 (Midwives); 401 (Speech-Language Pathologists and Au-
diologists); 402 (Hearing Instrument Fitters and Dispensers);
403 (Dyslexia Practitioners and Therapists); 451 (Athletic Train-
ers); 455 (Massage Therapy); 506 (Behavioral Analysts); 605
(Orthotists and Prosthetists); 701 (Dietitians); 802 (Dog or Cat
Breeders); 1151 (Property Tax Professionals); 1152 (Property
Tax Consultants); 1202 (Industrialized Housing and Buildings);
1302 (Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors); 1304
(Service Contract Providers and Administrators); 1305 (Electri-
cians); 1603 (Barbers and Cosmetologists); 1802 (Auctioneers);
1806 (Residential Solar Retailers); 1901 (Water Well Drillers);
1902 (Water Well Pump Installers): 1952 (Code Enforcement
Officers); 1953 (Sanitarians); 1958 (Mold Assessors and Re-
mediators); 2001 (Charitable Bingo); 2052 (Combative Sports);
2303 (Vehicle Storage Facilities); 2308 (Vehicle Towing and
Booting); 2309 (Used Automotive Parts Recyclers); 2310 (Motor
Fuel Metering and Quality); 2311 (Electric Vehicle Charging
Stations); and 2402 (Transportation Network Companies); and
Transportation Code, Chapters 551A (Off-Highway Vehicle
Training and Safety); and 662 (Motorcycle Operator Training
and Safety). No other statutes, articles, or codes are affected
by the adopted rules.

The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which
the rules are adopted is Senate Bill 2443, 89th Legislature, Reg-
ular Session (2025).

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 12, 2026.

TRD-202603406

Deanne Rienstra

General Counsel

Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation
Effective date: September 1, 2026

Proposal publication date: May 29, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 344-5392

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER F. FEES

16 TAC §60.82
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The rules are adopted under Texas Occupations Code §51.201
and §51.203, which authorize the Commission, the Depart-
ment's governing body, to adopt rules as necessary to implement
its own procedures, Chapter 51, and any other law establishing
a program regulated by the Department; and §51.207, which
authorizes the Commission by rule to require an applicant or
license holder to provide an e-mail address to the Department
and to provide that any correspondence sent or received by the
Department be delivered electronically. In addition, the rules
are adopted under Texas Government Code §2001.004, which
requires a state agency to adopt rules of practice stating the
nature and requirements of all available formal and informal
procedures.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted rules are
those set forth in Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 51; Texas

Government Code, Chapter 2001; and the program statutes for
all of the Department programs: Agriculture Code, Chapter 301
(Weather Modification and Control); Education Code, Chapter
1001 (Driver and Traffic Safety Education); Government Code,
Chapters 171 (Court-Ordered Programs); and 469 (Elimination
of Architectural Barriers); Health and Safety Code, Chapters
401, Subchapter M (Laser Hair Removal); 466 (State Lottery);
754 (Elevators, Escalators, and Related Equipment); and 755
(Boilers); Labor Code, Chapter 91 (Professional Employer
Organizations); Occupations Code, Chapters 202 (Podiatrists);
203 (Midwives); 401 (Speech-Language Pathologists and Au-
diologists); 402 (Hearing Instrument Fitters and Dispensers);
403 (Dyslexia Practitioners and Therapists); 451 (Athletic Train-
ers); 455 (Massage Therapy); 506 (Behavioral Analysts); 605
(Orthotists and Prosthetists); 701 (Dietitians); 802 (Dog or Cat
Breeders); 1151 (Property Tax Professionals); 1152 (Property
Tax Consultants); 1202 (Industrialized Housing and Buildings);
1302 (Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors); 1304
(Service Contract Providers and Administrators); 1305 (Electri-
cians); 1603 (Barbers and Cosmetologists); 1802 (Auctioneers);
1806 (Residential Solar Retailers); 1901 (Water Well Drillers);
1902 (Water Well Pump Installers): 1952 (Code Enforcement
Officers); 1953 (Sanitarians); 1958 (Mold Assessors and Re-
mediators); 2001 (Charitable Bingo); 2052 (Combative Sports);
2303 (Vehicle Storage Facilities); 2308 (Vehicle Towing and
Booting); 2309 (Used Automotive Parts Recyclers); 2310 (Motor
Fuel Metering and Quality); 2311 (Electric Vehicle Charging
Stations); and 2402 (Transportation Network Companies); and
Transportation Code, Chapters 551A (Off-Highway Vehicle
Training and Safety); and 662 (Motorcycle Operator Training
and Safety). No other statutes, articles, or codes are affected
by the adopted rules.

The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which
the rules are adopted is Senate Bill 2443, 89th Legislature, Reg-
ular Session (2025).

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 12, 2026.

TRD-202603407

Deanne Rienstra

General Counsel

Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation
Effective date: September 1, 2026

Proposal publication date: May 29, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 344-5392
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SUBCHAPTER I. CONTESTED CASES
16 TAC §60.301, §60.302
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The rules are adopted under Texas Occupations Code §51.201
and §51.203, which authorize the Commission, the Depart-
ment's governing body, to adopt rules as necessary to implement
its own procedures, Chapter 51, and any other law establishing
a program regulated by the Department; and §51.207, which
authorizes the Commission by rule to require an applicant or
license holder to provide an e-mail address to the Department
and to provide that any correspondence sent or received by the
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Department be delivered electronically. In addition, the rules
are adopted under Texas Government Code §2001.004, which
requires a state agency to adopt rules of practice stating the
nature and requirements of all available formal and informal
procedures.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted rules are
those set forth in Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 51; Texas
Government Code, Chapter 2001; and the program statutes for
all of the Department programs: Agriculture Code, Chapter 301
(Weather Modification and Control); Education Code, Chapter
1001 (Driver and Traffic Safety Education); Government Code,
Chapters 171 (Court-Ordered Programs); and 469 (Elimination
of Architectural Barriers); Health and Safety Code, Chapters
401, Subchapter M (Laser Hair Removal); 466 (State Lottery);
754 (Elevators, Escalators, and Related Equipment); and 755
(Boilers); Labor Code, Chapter 91 (Professional Employer
Organizations); Occupations Code, Chapters 202 (Podiatrists);
203 (Midwives); 401 (Speech-Language Pathologists and Au-
diologists); 402 (Hearing Instrument Fitters and Dispensers);
403 (Dyslexia Practitioners and Therapists); 451 (Athletic Train-
ers); 455 (Massage Therapy); 506 (Behavioral Analysts); 605
(Orthotists and Prosthetists); 701 (Dietitians); 802 (Dog or Cat
Breeders); 1151 (Property Tax Professionals); 1152 (Property
Tax Consultants); 1202 (Industrialized Housing and Buildings);
1302 (Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors); 1304
(Service Contract Providers and Administrators); 1305 (Electri-
cians); 1603 (Barbers and Cosmetologists); 1802 (Auctioneers);
1806 (Residential Solar Retailers); 1901 (Water Well Drillers);
1902 (Water Well Pump Installers): 1952 (Code Enforcement
Officers); 1953 (Sanitarians); 1958 (Mold Assessors and Re-
mediators); 2001 (Charitable Bingo); 2052 (Combative Sports);
2303 (Vehicle Storage Facilities); 2308 (Vehicle Towing and
Booting); 2309 (Used Automotive Parts Recyclers); 2310 (Motor
Fuel Metering and Quality); 2311 (Electric Vehicle Charging
Stations); and 2402 (Transportation Network Companies); and
Transportation Code, Chapters 551A (Off-Highway Vehicle
Training and Safety); and 662 (Motorcycle Operator Training
and Safety). No other statutes, articles, or codes are affected
by the adopted rules.

The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which
the rules are adopted is Senate Bill 2443, 89th Legislature, Reg-
ular Session (2025).

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 12, 2026.

TRD-202603408

Deanne Rienstra

General Counsel

Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation
Effective date: September 1, 2026

Proposal publication date: May 29, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 344-5392

¢ ¢ ¢

CHAPTER 73. ELECTRICIANS
16 TAC §73.100

The Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation (Commis-
sion) adopts amendments to an existing rule at 16 Texas Admin-

istrative Code (TAC), Chapter 73, §73.100, regarding the Elec-
tricians program, without changes to the proposed text as pub-
lished in the March 20, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51
TexReg 1785). This rule will not be republished.

EXPLANATION OF AND JUSTIFICATION FOR THE RULES

The rules under 16 TAC, Chapter 73, implement Texas Occupa-
tions, Chapter 1305, Electricians.

The adopted rule adopts the 2026 National Electrical Code
(NEC) published by the National Fire Protection Association
(NFPA) as the state's electrical code, with one modification. The
adopted rule is necessary for the Texas Department of Licens-
ing and Regulation (Department) to comply with its statutory
responsibilities under Occupations Code §1305.101(a)(2), while
balancing concerns of public safety and workability.

An updated NEC is published by NFPA every three years. Un-
der Texas Occupations Code §1305.101(a)(2), the Department
is required to adopt the most recent version of the NEC as the
state's electrical code. Traditionally, this has been accomplished
by amendment to the rule at §73.100, Technical Requirements,
which specifies the current electrical code, and the Commission
has approved deviations from the NEC when necessary. Sec-
tion 90.4 of the 2026 NEC authorizes the Department to waive
specific code requirements when doing so will not have a nega-
tive impact on safety.

The 2020 NEC included in Section 210.8(F) a requirement that
certain outdoor outlets be equipped with ground-fault circuit
interrupter (GFCI) technology. GFCI technology is a safety
feature designed to prevent electric shock by opening a circuit
in response to detected leakage current. In 2020, individuals
and representatives of the air conditioning service industry
expressed concerns that GFCI technology was incompatible
with heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) equipment
and would lead to nuisance tripping, which had the potential to
cause air conditioning outages during the hot summer months
and endanger public safety. In response to these concerns, by
an emergency rulemaking (46 TexReg 7781) the Commission
approved a temporary exemption from compliance with Section
210.8(F) until January 1, 2023. In a later standard rulemaking
(47 TexReg 7680), the Commission extended this exemption
indefinitely. The 2023 NEC, which was adopted by the Commis-
sion as published by NFPA (48 TexReg 4654), did not include
the GFCI requirement for outdoor outlets.

The 2026 NEC as published by NFPA reverses course and again
includes the GFCI requirement of Section 210.8(F), with an ex-
ception, stating, "Exception No. 2: GFCI protection shall not be
required for listed HVAC equipment. This exception shall expire
September 1, 2026." Because the compatibility issues that pose
a risk for nuisance tripping and air conditioning outages have not
yet been resolved, the adopted rule modifies "Exception No. 2"
to extend the exception without an expiration date.

SECTION-BY-SECTION SUMMARY

The adopted rule amends §73.100. The section is divided into
two subsections for clarity. The existing rule text is placed in
subsection (a) and is modified to reflect the year and NFPA pub-
lication date of the 2026 NEC, the effective date of the rule, and
that an exception is set forth in subsection (b). New subsection
(b) specifies that NFPA's "Exception No. 2" is extended without
expiration.

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND INFORMATION RELATED TO THE
COST, BENEFIT, OR EFFECT OF THE PROPOSED RULES
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The Department drafted and distributed the proposed rule to per-
sons internal and external to the agency. The proposed rule was
published in the March 20, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51
TexReg 1785). The Department requested public comments on
the proposed rule and information related to the cost, benefit,
or effect of the proposed rule, including any applicable data, re-
search, or analysis. The public comment period closed on April
20, 2026.

Overview of the Public Comments

The Department received written comments from eight in-
terested parties in response to the required summary of the
proposed rule, which was posted on the Department's website
and distributed on March 6, 2026, the same day that the pro-
posed rule was filed with the Texas Register, but before the
official publication of the proposed rule and the official start
of the public comment period. Subsequently, the Department
received written comments from 33 interested parties on the
published proposed rule during the official public comment
period. The Department additionally received written comments
from two interested parties after the close of the comment pe-
riod, both of whom had previously submitted written comments
during the comment period. The Department also received oral
comments from three interested persons at the May 12, 2026,
advisory board meeting. Of these three oral commenters, two
had previously submitted written comments during the comment
period. The Department additionally received oral comments
from two interested persons at the July 28, 2026 Commission
meeting, both of whom had previously submitted similar writ-
ten comments. In total, the Department received written and
oral public comments from 42 interested persons. The public
comments are summarized below.

Of the 42 commenters, 28 expressed support for the proposed
rules; seven expressed support with requested changes; three
expressed opposition; three provided relevant information but
did not clearly state a position for or against adoption; and one
provided only irrelevant comments. The irrelevant comment will
not be summarized.

The commenters in support included the Greater Fort Worth
Builders Association (GFWBA), the Greater Houston Builders
Association (GHBA), the Dallas Builders Association (DBA),
the Texas Panhandle Builders Association (TPBA), the Texas
Association of Builders (TAB), the Independent Electrical Con-
tractors of Texas (IEC), an HVAC equipment manufacturer,
various homebuilders, electrical contractors, and individuals.

The commenters requesting changes included a homebuilder,
an energy storage system sales business, a construction com-
pany, an HVAC contractor, and individuals. The commenters ex-
pressing opposition included the National Electrical Manufactur-
ers Association (NEMA), an electrical equipment manufacturer,
and an individual. The neutral commenters included an electri-
cal equipment manufacturer, and two individuals.

The comments received in response to the posted summary did
not substantially differ from those in response to the proposed
rules. Similar comments are combined for brevity. Comments
and the Department's responses are summarized below.

Comments in Support

Comment (from all supporters expressing a rationale, includ-
ing GFWBA, GHBA, DBA, TPBA, TAB, IEC): The suspension
of the GFCI mandate for outdoor HVAC equipment is neces-
sary. An effective solution to prevent nuisance tripping, such

as high-frequency GFClI outlets, is not yet widely available. Out-
ages caused by nuisance tripping pose a health and safety risk
that outweigh any risk posed by lack of GFCI outlets.

Department Response: The Department appreciates the sup-
portive comments and makes no changes in response.

Comments Requesting Changes

Comment (from a homebuilder): The requirement of GFCI
outlets for outdoor HVAC equipment should be permanently
removed from the NEC rather than just temporarily suspended
for the duration of the three-year code cycle.

Department Response: The Department appreciates the com-
ment. The decision of whether to require GFCI outlets for HYAC
equipment must be based on a balancing of then-existing safety
and practical considerations. The Department is required by
statute to adopt the NEC every three years. Because the avail-
ability of technology evolves over time, it is appropriate that the
Department consider possible code amendments at the end of
each respective code cycle. Therefore, the Department declines
to make the requested change.

Comment (from an energy storage system business): The com-
menter expressed support for the proposed GFCIl exemption, but
requested seven other amendments to the NEC. These topics
included several items related to energy storage systems.

Department Response: The Department appreciates the com-
ment. The purposes of the NEC are best served by keeping
the code uniform between states to the extent possible. The
Department thus generally only deviates from the NEC in rare
and extreme circumstances, such as the case of the threat of
widespread air conditioning outages in the hot summer months
caused by incompatible GFCI outlets. This commenter's re-
quested changes are extensive, complex, and present issues
that are likely to be of relevance to many state licensing authori-
ties. These changes would therefore best be considered by the
NFPA as part of its code development process, and Department
declines to make the requested changes.

Comment (from three individuals and an HVAC contractor): The
exemption from GFCI requirements should be extended to all
240-volt outlets, including those for refrigerators or other appli-
ances.

Department Response: The Department appreciates the com-
ment. GFCI outlets serve an important safety purpose of reduc-
ing the risk of electrical shock, which is a matter that has been
considered by the NFPA. Although compelling circumstances re-
lated to the threat of widespread air conditioning outages justify
an exemption for outdoor HVAC outlets, similar circumstances
do not appear to justify extending the exemption to other out-
lets. Therefore, the Department declines to make the requested
change.

Comment (from a construction business): If the HVAC outlet
GFCI exemption is approved, it should be conditioned on the
HVAC appliances being properly installed and kept in good con-
dition.

Department Response: The Department appreciates the com-
ment. Although it is important that all appliances, including
HVAC systems, are properly installed and maintained, the
addition of language to the NEC, or tying installation and main-
tenance to the HVAC outlet exemption, has potential to create
confusion and does not appear necessary to accomplish this
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end. Therefore, the Department declines to make changes in
response to this comment.

Comments in Opposition

Comment (from an electrical equipment manufacturer): The
problem of incompatibility between HVAC equipment and GFCI
outlets has been known for several years, and HVAC equipment
manufacturers have had sufficient time to develop compatible
equipment. Since 2016, there have been 24 HVAC-related
electrocution deaths. Due to the risks associated with removing
GFCI protection, the HVAC outlet exemption should not be
extended.

Department Response: The Department appreciates the com-
ment. Based on a careful weighing of the current circumstances,
including the fact that compatible high-frequency GFCI outlets
are not yet widely available and that many air conditioning com-
pressors are not compatible with traditional GFCI outlets, the De-
partment believes that the risks of widespread air conditioning
outages caused by nuisance tripping outweighs the benefits of
requiring GFCI outlets for outdoor HVAC outlets at this time. The
Department will continue to monitor developments in this area.
The Department declines to make changes in response to this
comment.

Comment (from NEMA): The exemption of outdoor HVAC outlets
from GFCI requirements is no longer necessary because of re-
cent technological advances. Compatible high-frequency GFCI
outlets are now being manufactured and are hitting the market-
place.

Department Response: The Department appreciates this com-
ment and will continue to monitor the situation. Currently, it ap-
pears that compatible GFCI outlets are not yet widely available
and thus have not yet alleviated the risk of outages. Therefore,
the Department declines to make changes in response to this
comment.

Comment (from an individual): The HVAC outlet exemption from
GFCI requirements poses an unnecessary safety risk. Industry
has already been provided six years to address this issue. Each
new high-frequency GFCI outlet will cost between $40 to $50.
By failing to require the use of these new outlets, the proposed
rules will decrease sales tax revenue.

Department Response: The Department appreciates the com-
ment. At this time, the Department believes that the risks of
widespread air conditioning outages caused by nuisance trip-
ping outweigh the benefits of requiring GFCI outlets for outdoor
HVAC outlets. The Department appreciates that the newly devel-
oped high-frequency GFCI outlets show promise as a means to
alleviate nuisance tripping and may alleviate the need for an ex-
emption in the future, once the outlets are widely available. The
Department will continue to monitor the situation. The exemp-
tion will not directly impact sales tax revenue. It remains likely
that the new outlets will be purchased as they become available.
The Department declines to make changes in response to this
comment.

Other Comments

Comment (from an electrical equipment manufacturer): The
commenter plans to have new high-frequency GFCls available
by September 1, 2026. Other manufacturers appear to also be
on track to soon make this equipment available for purchase.

Department Response: The Department appreciates this infor-
mation and will continue to monitor the situation. Because com-

patible equipment does not appear to yet be widely available and
the new outlets do not yet have a long track record in real-life ap-
plication, the Department declines to make changes to the pro-
posed rules at this time.

Comment (from an individual): If the HVAC outlet exemption
from GFCI requirements is allowed, the NEC should also be
amended to prohibit backfeed or other non-HVAC uses of the
circuit.

Department Response: The Department appreciates the com-
ment. Due to the interest of interstate code uniformity, the re-
quested amendment, which could impose new burdens to elec-
tricians beyond current NEC requirements, should best be pre-
sented to the NFPA for evaluation during its code development
process. The Department declines to make changes in response
to this comment.

ADVISORY BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS AND COMMIS-
SION ACTION

The Electrical Safety and Licensing Advisory Board met on May
12, 2026, to discuss the proposed rule and the public comments
received. The Advisory Board recommended that the Commis-
sion adopt the proposed rule as published in the Texas Register.
At its meeting on July 28, 2026, the Commission adopted the
proposed rule as published in the Texas Register.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The adopted rule is adopted under Texas Occupations Code,
Chapter 51, specifically §51.201 and §51.203, which authorize
the Commission, the Department's governing body, to adopt
rules as necessary to implement Chapter 51 and any other law
establishing a program regulated by the Department.

The adopted rule is also adopted under Texas Occupations
Code, Chapter 1305, specifically §1305.101, which requires
the Department, after publication of the National Electrical
Code (NEC) every three years by the National Fire Protection
Association, to adopt the revised NEC as the electrical code
for the state and §1305.102(c), which authorizes the Executive
Director by rule to adopt standards of conduct requirements for
license holders.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted rule are those
set forth in Texas Occupations Code, Chapters 51 and 1305. No
other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by the proposed
rule.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 12, 2026.

TRD-202603409

Deanne Rienstra

General Counsel

Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation
Effective date: September 1, 2026

Proposal publication date: March 20, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 344-5392
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CHAPTER 75. AIR CONDITIONING AND
REFRIGERATION
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The Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation (Commis-
sion) adopts amendments to existing rules at 16 Texas Admin-
istrative Code (TAC), Chapter 75, §§75.10, 75.80, 75.121, and
75.124; and the repeal of existing rules at §75.28, regarding the
Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors program, without
changes to the proposed text as published in the May 22, 2026,
issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 3495). These rules will
not be republished.

The Commission also adopts amendments to an existing rule
at 16 TAC, Chapter 75, §75.110, regarding the Air Conditioning
and Refrigeration Contractors program, with changes to the pro-
posed text as published in the May 22, 2026, issue of the Texas
Register (51 TexReg 3495). This rule will be republished.

EXPLANATION OF AND JUSTIFICATION FOR THE RULES

The rules under 16 TAC, Chapter 75, implement Texas Occupa-
tions Code, Chapter 1302, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration.

Updates to the Applicable Codes

The adopted rules update the applicable codes adopted by ref-
erence for air conditioning and refrigeration contracting from the
2021 editions to the 2024 editions of the International Residen-
tial Code, International Mechanical Code, International Fuel Gas
Code, and Uniform Mechanical Code, effective September 1,
2026. These updates are necessary to align the Department's
rules with current nationally recognized standards and provide a
transition date for implementation.

Four-Year Rule Review Changes

The adopted rules include changes as a result of the required
four-year rule review conducted under Texas Government Code
§2001.039. The Department conducted the required rule re-
view of the rules under 16 TAC Chapter 75, and the Commission
readopted the rule chapter in its entirety and in its current form.
(Proposed Rule Review, (47 TexReg 5344), September 2, 2022.
Adopted Rule Review, (48 TexReg 1644), March 24, 2023.)

The adopted rules include changes identified by Department
staff during the rule review process. These changes include
removing obsolete provisions related to the "certified tech-
nician (legacy)" designation, clarifying examination eligibility
requirements for certified technicians, and updating references
to Texas Education Agency rules that have been reorganized.
These changes are necessary to conform the rules to current
statutory requirements, remove outdated provisions, and ensure
that rule references remain accurate.

SECTION-BY-SECTION SUMMARY

The adopted rules amend §75.10, Definitions, by removing the
definition for "certified technician (legacy)". This term was cre-
ated to facilitate the changes in law made by House Bill (HB)
3029, 85th Legislature, Regular Session (2017), and it is no
longer necessary because all technician certificates are now is-
sued under Texas Occupations Code §1302.5055. The remain-
ing definitions are renumbered accordingly.

The adopted rules repeal §75.28, Registered Technician--Cer-
tified Technician (Legacy) Designation. This section applies to
applicants for a certified technician designation under Texas Oc-
cupations Code §1302.508, which was repealed by HB 3029, ef-
fective September 1, 2017. The section is no longer necessary
because all technician certificates are now issued under Texas
Occupations Code §1302.5055.

The adopted rules amend §75.80, Fees. Subsection (b)(3) is
amended to reflect that the Department issues only licenses to
contractors, not certificates, permits, or registrations. Existing
subsection (c)(5) is repealed because it relates only to the obso-
lete "certified technician (legacy)" designation. Existing subsec-
tion (c)(6) is relabeled to become new subsection (c)(5) and is
amended to reflect that the Department issues only certificates
or registrations to technicians, not licenses or permits.

The adopted rules amend §75.110, Applicable Codes. Subsec-
tion (a) is amended to state that, effective September 1, 2026,
the codes adopted to provide the rules of practice for air condi-
tioning and refrigeration contracting are updated from the 2021
editions to the 2024 editions of the International Residential
Code, the International Mechanical Code, the International Fuel
Gas Code, and the Uniform Mechanical Code. These updates
align the Department's regulations with these currently recog-
nized national standards. Subsection (b) is amended to provide
the transition date for the code updates in subsection (a). New
subsection (c) is added in response to public comments and the
Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors Advisory Board's
recommendation to address concerns regarding consistency
among applicable technical standards referenced in the 2024
codes and to clarify the requirements that apply under this
section.

The adopted rules amend §75.121, Certified Technician--Exam-
inations, to clarify that a person must satisfy only the require-
ments of Texas Occupations Code §1302.5036(1) and (2) prior
to taking the certified technician examination.

The adopted rules amend §75.124, Career and Technology Ed-
ucation Program Requirements, to update references to rules of
the Texas Education Agency that were reorganized into a differ-
ent rule chapter, effective August 1, 2025 (50 TexReg 4421).

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND INFORMATION RELATED TO THE
COST, BENEFIT, OR EFFECT OF THE PROPOSED RULES

The Department drafted and distributed the proposed rules to
persons internal and external to the agency. The proposed rules
were published in the May 22, 2026, issue of the Texas Register
(51 TexReg 3495). The Department requested public comments
on the proposed rules and information related to the cost, benefit,
or effect of the proposed rules, including any applicable data, re-
search, or analysis. The public comment period closed on June
22, 2026. The Department received comments from three inter-
ested parties on the proposed rules. The public comments are
summarized below.

Comment: The International Association of Plumbing and Me-
chanical Officials (IAPMO) submitted a written comment during
the public comment period and an oral comment at the July 7,
2026, meeting of the Advisory Board. The comments supported
the proposed amendment to §75.110(a) to adopt the 2024 edi-
tion of the Uniform Mechanical Code. IAPMO stated that the
Uniform Mechanical Code is used by jurisdictions in Texas and
provides clear guidance for inspectors, promotes consistent en-
forcement, may reduce construction delays, incorporates current
health and safety practices, and supports resilient, efficient, and
modern mechanical systems.

Department Response: The Department appreciates the com-
ment submitted by IAPMO in support of the proposed rules. The
Department made no changes to the proposed rules in response
to this comment.
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Comment: The Air-Conditioning, Heating, and Refrigeration In-
stitute (AHRI) submitted multiple comments requesting changes
related to refrigerant provisions in the 2024 International Me-
chanical Code, International Residential Code, and Uniform
Mechanical Code. AHRI requested that the Department update
references to ASHRAE 15 and ASHRAE 34 to the 2024 editions;
update Table 1103.1 in the 2024 International Mechanical Code
for certain A2L refrigerants; delete language in International
Mechanical Code §1109.2.5 that limits an exception to Group
A1 refrigerants; clarify that the shaft-ventilation requirements in
International Mechanical Code §1109.3.2 apply only to required
refrigerant pipe shafts; add an exception to the shaft-ventilation
requirements for certain residential systems; and update certain
referenced standards in the Uniform Mechanical Code. AHRI
stated that these changes are needed to address low global
warming potential refrigerants, align with current ASHRAE
standards, correct errors in refrigerant tables, address mildly
flammable refrigerants, and maintain consistency with antici-
pated 2027 International Mechanical Code provisions.

Department Response: The Department agrees in part with the
comments submitted by AHRI. The Department agrees that the
2024 codes adopted under §75.110 should be applied using cur-
rent ASHRAE 15 and ASHRAE 34 standards to address con-
sistency concerns related to refrigerant classifications and the
use of A2L refrigerants. In response to these comments, the
Department made changes to §75.110 by adding new subsec-
tion (c) to provide that, for purposes of the codes adopted under
§75.110(a), references to ASHRAE 15-2022 are modified to re-
fer to ASHRAE 15-2024, and references to ASHRAE 34-2022
are modified to refer to ASHRAE 34-2024. The Department
did not make the additional requested amendments to individual
model-code provisions or other referenced standards because
the Department determined that the new subsection provides a
more general and appropriate way to address the consistency
concerns raised in the comments while preserving the Depart-
ment's approach of adopting nationally recognized codes by ref-
erence.

Comment: The Texas Association of Builders (TAB) submitted
comments addressing implementation concerns for the residen-
tial construction industry. TAB supported the transition provision
in proposed §75.110(b) but requested clarification that the 2021
code editions govern all work authorized by a permit issued be-
fore September 1, 2026, regardless of when the work is physi-
cally performed. TAB also requested that the Department pub-
lish written guidance regarding application of the transition pro-
vision, extend the transition period to at least 180 days from the
date of final adoption, publish the adopted rule and related com-
pliance materials as early as possible and at least 30 days be-
fore the effective date, and address any conflicts between the
2024 code editions and manufacturer installation requirements
for new-refrigerant equipment.

Department Response: The Department appreciates the com-
ments submitted by TAB. The Department agrees that the tran-
sition provision should be applied clearly and consistently. Pro-
posed §75.110(b) provides that the 2021 codes remain in effect
through August 31, 2026, and that all air conditioning and re-
frigeration work permitted or started before September 1, 2026,
may be completed in accordance with the 2021 code editions.
The Department interprets this provision to allow work permitted
before September 1, 2026, to be completed under the 2021 code
editions. The Department will consider whether additional non-
rule guidance is appropriate to assist license holders, builders,
inspectors, and other stakeholders. The Department declines to

extend the transition period in the rule because the September
1, 2026, effective date and the transition language in §75.110(b)
provide a clear implementation date while protecting projects
permitted or started before that date. The Department made
no changes to the proposed rules in response to these com-
ments. The change to §75.110(c), discussed above in response
to AHRI's comments, also helps address consistency concerns
related to refrigerant standards.

ADVISORY BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS AND COMMIS-
SION ACTION

The Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors Advisory
Board met on July 7, 2026, to discuss the proposed rules and the
public comments received. The Advisory Board recommended
that the Commission adopt the proposed rules as published in
the Texas Register with changes to §75.110 made in response
to public comments and/or Department recommendations. The
recommended changes to §75.110 add new subsection (c) to
update references to ASHRAE 15-2022 and ASHRAE 34-2022
to refer instead to the 2024 editions of those standards. This
change responds to public comments and promotes consistency
with current refrigerant-related standards.

At its meeting on July 28, 2026, the Commission adopted the
proposed rules with changes as recommended by the Advisory
Board.

16 TAC §§75.10, 75.80, 75.110, 75.121, 75.124
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The adopted rules are adopted under Texas Occupations Code,
Chapters 51 and 1302, which authorize the Texas Commission
of Licensing and Regulation, the Department's governing body,
to adopt rules as necessary to implement these chapters and any
other law establishing a program regulated by the Department.

More specifically, Texas Occupations Code §51.201 authorizes
the Commission to adopt rules as necessary to implement Chap-
ter 51, and §51.203 authorizes the Commission to adopt rules as
necessary to implement each law establishing a program regu-
lated by the Department. Texas Occupations Code §1302.101
requires the Commission to adopt rules for the practice of air con-
ditioning and refrigeration contracting that are at least as strict
as the Uniform Mechanical Code and the International Mechan-
ical Code. Section 1302.1011 authorizes the Commission to
adopt rules providing for the licensing, certification, and regis-
tration of persons under Chapter 1302 and implementing the re-
quirements of the chapter as applicable to persons, entities, and
activities regulated under the chapter. Section 1302.5036 es-
tablishes the eligibility requirements for an air conditioning and
refrigeration technician certification, §1302.5037 authorizes the
Commission to establish standards for career and technology
education programs for technician certification, and §1302.5055
addresses issuance and terms of technician certifications.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted rules are those
set forth in Texas Occupations Code, Chapters 51 and 1302.
No other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by the adopted
rules.

§75.110. Applicable Codes.

(a) Effective September 1, 2026, the commission adopts the
following applicable codes as referenced in the Act and this chapter:

(1) 2024 International Residential Code;
(2) 2024 International Mechanical Code;
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(3) 2024 International Fuel Gas Code; and
(4) 2024 Uniform Mechanical Code.

(b) The 2021 codes shall remain in effect through August 31,
2026. All air conditioning and refrigeration work permitted or started
before September 1, 2026, may be completed in accordance with the
2021 code editions.

(c) For purposes of the codes adopted under subsection (a),
references to ASHRAE 15-2022 are modified to refer to ASHRAE
15-2024, and references to ASHRAE 34-2022 are modified to refer to
ASHRAE 34-2024.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 12, 2026.

TRD-202603422

Deanne Rienstra

General Counsel

Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation
Effective date: September 1, 2026

Proposal publication date: May 22, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 463-7750

3 * 3
16 TAC §75.28
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The adopted repeal is adopted under Texas Occupations Code,
Chapters 51 and 1302, which authorize the Texas Commission
of Licensing and Regulation, the Department’s governing body,
to adopt repeals as necessary to implement these chapters and
any other law establishing a program regulated by the Depart-
ment. More specifically, Texas Occupations Code §51.201 au-
thorizes the Commission to adopt repeals as necessary to im-
plement Chapter 51, and §51.203 authorizes the Commission
to adopt repeals as necessary to implement each law establish-
ing a program regulated by the Department. Texas Occupations
Code §1302.101 requires the Commission to adopt repeals for
the practice of air conditioning and refrigeration contracting that
are at least as strict as the Uniform Mechanical Code and the In-
ternational Mechanical Code. Section 1302.1011 authorizes the
Commission to adopt repeals providing for the licensing, certifi-
cation, and registration of persons under Chapter 1302 and im-
plementing the requirements of the chapter as applicable to per-
sons, entities, and activities regulated under the chapter. Section
1302.5036 establishes the eligibility requirements for an air con-
ditioning and refrigeration technician certification, §1302.5037
authorizes the Commission to establish standards for career and
technology education programs for technician certification, and
§1302.5055 addresses issuance and terms of technician certifi-
cations.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted repeal are those
set forth in Texas Occupations Code, Chapters 51 and 1302.
No other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by the adopted
repeal.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 12, 2026.

TRD-202603423

Deanne Rienstra

General Counsel

Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation
Effective date: September 1, 2026

Proposal publication date: May 22, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 463-7750
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CHAPTER 111. SPEECH-LANGUAGE
PATHOLOGISTS AND AUDIOLOGISTS

The Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation (Commis-
sion) adopts amendments to existing rules at 16 Texas Adminis-
trative Code (TAC), Chapter 111, Subchapter A, §111.2; Sub-
chapter B, §111.12 and §111.13; Subchapter F, §111.55; and
Subchapter H, §111.70, regarding the Speech-Language Pathol-
ogists and Audiologists program, without changes to the pro-
posed text as published in the May 8, 2026, issue of the Texas
Register (51 TexReg 3030). These rules will not be republished.

The Commission also adopts amendments to existing rules at
16 TAC Chapter 111, Subchapter F, §111.50, and Subchapter
W, §111.220, regarding the Speech-Language Pathologists and
Audiologists program, with changes to the proposed text as pub-
lished in the May 8, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg
3030). These rules will be republished.

EXPLANATION OF AND JUSTIFICATION FOR THE RULES

The rules under 16 TAC, Chapter 111, implement Texas Occu-
pations Code, Chapter 401, Speech-Language Pathologists and
Audiologists.

The adopted rules are necessary to implement the statutory
changes made during the 89th Legislature, Regular Session.
Specifically, the adopted rules implement Senate Bill (SB) 904,
Section 1; SB 905, Sections 1, 2, and 3; and SB 2075, Sec-
tions 9 and 10, 89th Legislature, Regular Session (2025). The
adopted rules also are necessary to implement the changes
suggested by Department staff during the scheduled four-year
review of Chapter 111, including staff from the Licensing Division
and the Compliance Division.

Legislative Changes

To implement SB 904, Section 1, and SB 905, Section 1, the
adopted rules repeal the requirement that the Commission
adopt rules for selling hearing instruments with input from both
the Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiologists Advisory
Board and the Hearing Instrument Fitters and Dispensers
Advisory Board.

To implement SB 905, Section 2, the adopted rules allow audi-
ology license applicants to qualify with a master's degree in au-
diology awarded on or before December 31, 2007. Applicants
awarded the equivalent of a master's degree in audiology from
a foreign university on or before December 31, 2007, must also
obtain an evaluation showing their degree is equivalent to a de-
gree from an accredited U.S. program.

To implement SB 905, Section 3, the adopted rules remove the
obsolete definition of "Provisional Licensee," as provisional li-
censes are no longer needed now that the jurisprudence exam
is always available.

To implement SB 2075, Sections 9 and 10, the adopted rules re-
move the requirement that three advisory board members' six-
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year terms all expire on February 1 of odd-numbered years,
thereby allowing the advisory board members to serve their full
six-year term, regardless of their appointment date. The adopted
rules also extend the advisory board presiding officer's term from
one year to two years.

Four-Year Rule Review Changes

The adopted rules also include changes as a result of the re-
quired four-year rule review conducted under Texas Government
Code §2001.039. The Department conducted the required rule
review of the rules under 16 TAC Chapter 111, and the Com-
mission readopted the rule chapter in its entirety and in its cur-
rent form. (Proposed Rule Review, 45 TexReg 7281, October 9,
2020. Adopted Rule Review, 46 TexReg 2050, March 26, 2021).

In response to the Notice of Intent to Review that was published,
the Department received public comments from 106 interested
parties regarding Chapter 111, Chapter 111, Speech-Language
Pathologists and Audiologists. Three comments were in sup-
port of readoption of the rules. The Department has taken
these comments into consideration as part of this review. One
hundred four comments requested amendments to the rules,
including changes related to telehealth and tele-supervision
for interns and assistants; continuing education in telepractice;
monthly supervision hours for speech-language pathology
assistants; caseload caps for speech-language pathologists in
school settings; a licensing exam for speech-language pathol-
ogy assistants; and consumer protections from providers who
do not meet legal standards. The Department will take these
comments under consideration for a possible future rulemaking
because any amendments must be made using the standard
rulemaking process. Additionally, one comment expressed
support for proposed changes to the rules, although there were
no proposed changes in the Notice of Intent to Review. The
Department will not take any further rulemaking action as a
result of this comment. The adopted rules include changes
identified by Department staff during the rule review process.
The changes include updates to the license eligibility and appli-
cation requirements for speech-language pathology assistants.

The adopted rules remove requirements for speech-language
pathology (SLP) assistant applicants to submit verification of 25
clinical observation hours and 25 clinical assisting hours to the
Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation (Department), as
well as the requirement to complete any missing hours under
direct supervision after the license is issued. Additionally, the
rules renumber §111.55(b)(7)-(8).

The adopted rules amend the existing clinical observation and
experience requirements for SLP assistants to require that veri-
fication of their 25 hours of clinical observation and 25 hours of
clinical assisting experience is submitted to the assistant's super-
visor upon license issuance. The adopted rules also reorganize
the requirements of §111.50(d) and §111.50(e) in a more logical
manner.

The rule amendments to §111.50(d) are adopted with changes
to correct an inadvertent oversight in the proposed rule text. The
preamble published in the Texas Register on May 8, 2026, ex-
plained the amendment to §111.50(d)(1), but the actual rule lan-
guage did not reflect that amendment, which updated a cross-
reference. The adopted rule incorporates the intended non-sub-
stantive amendment.

SECTION-BY-SECTION SUMMARY
Subchapter A. General Provisions

The adopted rules amend §111.2. Definitions. The adopted rules
remove the obsolete definition of "Provisional Licensee." Provi-
sional licenses for Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiolo-
gists originated when the jurisprudence exam was offered only
a few times a year, allowing individuals to work while waiting to
take it. Now, the jurisprudence exam is accessible year-round,
making such provisional licenses unnecessary.

Subchapter B. Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiologists
Advisory Board

The adopted rules amend §111.12, Terms; Vacancies. The
adopted rules under subsection (a) remove the requirement
that three advisory board members' six-year terms all expire on
February 1 of odd-numbered years

The adopted rules amend §111.13, Officers. The adopted rules
under subsection (a) change the advisory board presiding offi-
cer's term from one year to two years.

Subchapter F. Requirements for Assistant in Speech-Language
Pathology License

The adopted rules amend §111.50, Assistant in Speech-Lan-
guage Pathology License--Licensing Requirements--Education
and Clinical Observation and Experience. Specifically, the
adopted rules modify §111.50(d), Clinical Observation and
Experience.

The adopted rules amend §111.50(d)(1) to clarify that the re-
quirements of §111.50(d)(1) are prescribed by §111.50(d), not
§111.50(e).

The adopted rules add new §111.50(d)(2), which requires that if
any of the 25 hours of clinical observation and 25 hours of clini-
cal assisting experience required for licensure as a SLP assistant
were earned during training, then this verification must be sub-
mitted to the assistant's supervisor after the license is issued.

Also, the adopted rules reorganize the requirements of
§111.50(d) and §111.50(e) in a more logical manner. Specifically,
the adopted rules move former §111.50(e) to §111.50(d)(3),
move former §111.50(e)(1) to §111.50(d)(3)(A), move for-
mer §111.50(e)(2) to §111.50(d)(3)(B), and move former
§111.50(d)(2) to §111.50(e).

The adopted rules amend §111.55, Assistant in Speech-Lan-
guage Pathology License--Application and Eligibility Require-
ments.

The adopted rules repeal subsection (b)(5), removing the re-
quirement that applicants for licensure as a speech-language
pathology assistant must provide the Department verification
from their university program that the applicant completed 25
hours of clinical observation and 25 hours of clinical assisting
experience.

The adopted rules repeal subsection (b)(6) and remove the re-
quirement that applicants who did not obtain all 25 hours of clin-
ical observation and 25 hours of clinical assisting experience
complete those hours under direct supervision by an approved
supervisor after the license is issued.

Finally, the adopted rules renumber §111.55(b)(7) and (8).
Subchapter H. Requirements for Audiology License

The adopted rules amend §111.70, Audiology License--Licens-
ing Requirements. The adopted rules under subsection (b) now
authorize an applicant seeking licensure as an audiologist to
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qualify if the applicant possesses a master's degree in audiol-
ogy conferred on or before December 31, 2007.

The adopted rule in subsection (d) now requires an applicant
who earned a master's degree in audiology at a foreign univer-
sity on or before December 31, 2007, to obtain a transcript eval-
uation to show the applicant's degree is equivalent to a degree
obtained from a program accredited by a national accrediting or-
ganization approved by the Commission or Department and rec-
ognized by the United States Secretary of Education under the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. Section 1001 et seq.).

Finally, the adopted rules re-letter §111.70(d) and (e).

Subchapter W. Joint Rule Regarding the Sale of Hearing Instru-
ments

The adopted rules amend §111.220, Requirements Regarding
the Sale of Hearing Instruments. The adopted rules under sub-
section (a) repeal the requirement that the Commission adopt
rules governing the sale of hearing instruments with the assis-
tance of both the Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiolo-
gists Advisory Board and the Hearing Instrument Fitters and Dis-
pensers Advisory Board. Because subsection (a) eliminates the
joint rulemaking requirement, the adopted rules remove the ref-
erence to Tex. Occ. Code §402.1021 and update the subchapter
title by removing the word "Joint."

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND INFORMATION RELATED TO THE
COST, BENEFIT, OR EFFECT OF THE PROPOSED RULES

The Department drafted and distributed the proposed rules to
persons internal and external to the agency. The proposed rules
were published in the May 8, 2026, issue of the Texas Register
(51 TexReg 3030). The Department requested public comments
on the proposed rules and information related to the cost, benefit,
or effect of the proposed rules, including any applicable data, re-
search, or analysis. The public comment period closed on June
8, 2026.

The Department received one comment from an interested party
in response to the required summary of the proposed rules,
which was posted on the Department's website and distributed
on April 24, 2026, the same day that the proposed rules were
filed with the Texas Register, but before the official publication
of the proposed rules and the official start of the public comment
period. The Department did not receive any comments from
interested parties on the published proposed rules during the
official public comment period. The public comment is summa-
rized below.

Comment: The commenter disagreed with the proposed rule
amendment to stop requiring speech-language pathology assis-
tants to submit 25 hours of assisting and 25 hours of observation
to TDLR for licensure, as the commenter believes these docu-
mented hours are essential for ensuring accountability and com-
petence. The commenter believes the recordkeeping require-
ment should not fall solely on the supervising speech-language
pathologists to track these hours internally, and that speech-lan-
guage pathology assistants should be held to similar submission
standards as licensed speech-language pathologists.

Department Response: The Department disagrees with this
comment, as the recordkeeping responsibility is an additional
administrative burden on Departmental resources that is accom-
plished as efficiently when distributed to individual supervising
speech-language pathologists. The Department also notes

that at the March 29, 2026, meeting of the Speech-Language
Pathologist and Audiologist Advisory Board, the Advisory Board
agreed without discussion to this proposed amendment. Thus,
the Department did not make any changes to the proposed
rules because of this comment.

ADVISORY BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS AND COMMIS-
SION ACTION

The Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiologists Advisory
Board met on July 8, 2026, to discuss the proposed rules and the
public comment received. The Advisory Board recommended
that the Commission adopt the proposed rules as published in
the Texas Register with changes to §111.50(d)(1) in response
to the Department's recommendation as explained in the Sec-
tion-by-Section summary. At its meeting on July 28, 2026, the
Commission adopted the proposed rules as published in the
Texas Register.

SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVISIONS
16 TAC §111.2
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The rules are adopted under Texas Occupations Code, Chapter
51, specifically §51.201 and §51.203, which authorize the Texas
Commission of Licensing and Regulation, the Department's gov-
erning body, to adopt rules as necessary to implement Chapter
51 and any other law establishing a program regulated by the
Department.

The adopted rules are also adopted under Texas Occupations
Code, Chapter 401, specifically §§401.102-401.108, which es-
tablish the requirements of the Speech-Language Pathologists
and Audiologists Advisory Board; §401.304, which addresses el-
igibility requirements for an audiology license; §401.312, which
authorizes the Commission by rule to establish minimum quali-
fications for licensed assistants in speech-language pathology;
and §401.2021, which requires the Commission to adopt rules
regarding the sale of hearing instruments under Chapter 401 with
the assistance of the Speech-Language Pathologists and Audi-
ologists Advisory Board.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted rules are those
set forth in Texas Occupations Code, Chapters 51 and 401. No
other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by the adopted
rules.

The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which
the rules are adopted is Senate Bill (SB) 904, SB 905, and SB
2075, 89th Legislature, Regular Session (2025).

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 12, 2026.

TRD-202603410

Deanne Rienstra

General Counsel

Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation
Effective date: September 1, 2026

Proposal publication date: May 8, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 344-5392
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SUBCHAPTER B. SPEECH-LANGUAGE
PATHOLOGISTS AND AUDIOLOGISTS
ADVISORY BOARD

16 TAC §111.12, §111.13

STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The rules are adopted under Texas Occupations Code, Chapter
51, specifically §51.201 and §51.203, which authorize the Texas
Commission of Licensing and Regulation, the Department's gov-
erning body, to adopt rules as necessary to implement Chapter
51 and any other law establishing a program regulated by the
Department.

The adopted rules are also adopted under Texas Occupations
Code, Chapter 401, specifically §§401.102-401.108, which es-
tablish the requirements of the Speech-Language Pathologists
and Audiologists Advisory Board; §401.304, which addresses el-
igibility requirements for an audiology license; §401.312, which
authorizes the Commission by rule to establish minimum quali-
fications for licensed assistants in speech-language pathology;
and §401.2021, which requires the Commission to adopt rules
regarding the sale of hearing instruments under Chapter 401 with
the assistance of the Speech-Language Pathologists and Audi-
ologists Advisory Board.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted rules are those
set forth in Texas Occupations Code, Chapters 51 and 401. No
other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by the adopted
rules.

The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which
the rules are adopted is Senate Bill (SB) 904, SB 905, and SB
2075, 89th Legislature, Regular Session (2025).

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 12, 2026.

TRD-202603411

Deanne Rienstra

General Counsel

Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation
Effective date: September 1, 2026

Proposal publication date: May 8, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 344-5392

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER F. REQUIREMENTS FOR
ASSISTANT IN SPEECH-LANGUAGE
PATHOLOGY LICENSE

16 TAC §111.50, §111.55

STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The rules are adopted under Texas Occupations Code, Chapter
51, specifically §51.201 and §51.203, which authorize the Texas
Commission of Licensing and Regulation, the Department's gov-
erning body, to adopt rules as necessary to implement Chapter
51 and any other law establishing a program regulated by the
Department.

The adopted rules are also adopted under Texas Occupations
Code, Chapter 401, specifically §§401.102-401.108, which es-
tablish the requirements of the Speech-Language Pathologists
and Audiologists Advisory Board; §401.304, which addresses el-
igibility requirements for an audiology license; §401.312, which
authorizes the Commission by rule to establish minimum quali-
fications for licensed assistants in speech-language pathology;
and §401.2021, which requires the Commission to adopt rules
regarding the sale of hearing instruments under Chapter 401 with
the assistance of the Speech-Language Pathologists and Audi-
ologists Advisory Board.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted rules are those
set forth in Texas Occupations Code, Chapters 51 and 401. No
other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by the adopted
rules.

The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which
the rules are adopted is Senate Bill (SB) 904, SB 905, and SB
2075, 89th Legislature, Regular Session (2025).

$111.50.  Assistant in Speech-Language Pathology License--Licens-
ing Requirements--Education and Clinical Observation and Experi-
ence.

(a) An individual must not practice as an assistant in speech-
language pathology without a current license issued by the depart-
ment. An applicant for an assistant in speech-language pathology li-
cense must meet the requirement under the Act and this section.

(b) Degree. A degree must be completed at a college or uni-
versity which has a program accredited by the ASHA Council on Aca-
demic Accreditation or holds accreditation or candidacy status from a
recognized regional accrediting agency.

(1) An applicant must hold a baccalaureate degree with an
emphasis or major in communicative sciences or disorders.

(2) An applicant who holds a baccalaureate degree with a
major that is not in communicative sciences or disorders may qualify
for the assistant license. The department must evaluate transcripts on
a case-by-case basis to ensure equivalent academic preparation, which
may include some leveling hours.

(3) The transcripts showing the conferred degree must be
evaluated as follows:

(A) only course work meeting the requirements of sub-
section (c) will be acceptable;

(B) a quarter hour of academic credit must be consid-
ered as two-thirds of a semester credit hour; and

(C) academic courses, the titles of which are not self-
explanatory, must be substantiated through course descriptions in offi-
cial school catalogs or bulletins or by other official means.

(4) An applicant whose transcript is in a language other
than English or whose degree was earned at a foreign university must
submit an evaluation form from an ASHA-approved transcript evalua-
tion service. The transcript evaluation service must determine that the
applicant's degree is a bachelor's degree or higher with a major in one of
the areas of communicative sciences or disorders. The applicant must
bear all expenses incurred for the evaluation.

(5) An applicant who holds a baccalaureate degree with a
major not in communicative sciences or disorders and whose transcript
is in a language other than English or whose degree was earned at a
foreign university may qualify for the assistant license if the applicant
submits documentation in a form and manner prescribed by the de-
partment that shows the applicant completed sufficient communicative
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sciences or disorders academic leveling courses. The academic level-
ing courses must be completed at a college or university which has a
program accredited by the ASHA Council on Academic Accreditation
or holds accreditation or candidacy status from a regional accrediting
agency in the United States and approved by the department.

(¢) Course Work. The applicant must have acquired at least
24 semester credit hours in communicative sciences or disorders as
prescribed by this subsection.

(1) The applicant must have received a grade of "C" or
above, or a passing grade if letter grades are not issued by the uni-
versity, for these semester credit hours.

(2) At least 18 of the 24 semester credit hours must be in
speech-language pathology.

(3) At least three of the 24 semester credit hours must be
in language disorders.

(A) These courses must cover disorders specific to
phonology, morphology, syntax, pre-literacy, and/or language-based
literacy skills.

(B) These courses do not include introductory, survey,
or overview language courses.

(4) At least three of the 24 semester credit hours must be
in speech disorders.

(A) These courses must cover disorders specific to ar-
ticulation, fluency, resonance and/or voice.

(B) These courses do not include introductory, survey,
or overview courses of speech.

(5) A combined language and speech disorders class for
three semester hours will not be credited to meet the requirements of
both (c)(3) and (c)(4). The class will only be credited toward one of
the requirements, but not both.

(6) The 24 semester credit hours excludes course work
such as special education, deaf education, or sign language.

(7) The 24 semester credit hours must be academic course
work and excludes courses which only offer clinical experience without
a classroom component.

(d) Clinical Observation and Experience. The applicant must
have earned at least 25 hours of clinical observation in the area of
speech-language pathology and 25 hours of clinical assisting experi-
ence in the area of speech-language pathology.

(1) These hours must be obtained through an accredited
college or university or in one of its cooperating programs. If these
hours are not obtained, the applicant must complete the missing hours
with the applicant's supervisor upon issuance of the assistant license as
prescribed under this subsection.

(2) Verification of 25 hours of clinical observation and 25
hours of clinical assisting experience from the university program di-
rector or designee of the college or university training program show-
ing the applicant completed the requirements set out in paragraph (1)
of this subsection, if any hours were earned, shall be submitted to the
assistant's supervisor upon license issuance.

(3) An applicant who has not acquired the required hours
under this subsection must complete the hours under 100% direct su-
pervision by the approved supervisor once the license is issued and
before the assistant may begin to practice.

(A) The licensed speech-language pathologist who will
provide the applicant with the training to acquire these hours must meet

the requirements set out in the Act and §111.154, must be the approved
supervisor of the assistant, and must have the assistant complete any
missing hours under 100% direct supervision before allowing the as-
sistant to practice without 100% direct supervision.

(B) Ifthe assistant changes supervisors before complet-
ing the missing clinical observation and clinical assisting experience
hours, the assistant must complete the missing hours under 100% di-
rect supervision by the new supervisor before being allowed to provide
services under the assistant license.

(e) An applicant who held an assistant license in another state
and completed hours for that license does not need to submit proof
of completion of the 25 hours of clinical observation and 25 hours of
clinical assisting experience.

(f) Inthe event the degree, course work, or clinical observation
and experience set out in this section were earned more than 10 years
before the date of application for the assistant license, the applicant
must submit proof of current knowledge of the practice of speech-lan-
guage pathology to be evaluated by the department. Proof of current
knowledge may include: completing at least 10 hours of continuing
education or other courses within the last year; or holding a current li-
cense in another state.

(g) An assistant may not begin to perform any duties until the
license has been issued and all missing clinical observation and clinical
assisting experience hours are complete, if applicable.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 12, 2026.

TRD-202603412

Deanne Rienstra

General Counsel

Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation
Effective date: September 1, 2026

Proposal publication date: May 8, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 344-5392
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SUBCHAPTER H. REQUIREMENTS FOR
AUDIOLOGY LICENSE
16 TAC §111.70
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The rules are adopted under Texas Occupations Code, Chapter
51, specifically §51.201 and §51.203, which authorize the Texas
Commission of Licensing and Regulation, the Department's gov-
erning body, to adopt rules as necessary to implement Chapter
51 and any other law establishing a program regulated by the
Department.

The adopted rules are also adopted under Texas Occupations
Code, Chapter 401, specifically §§401.102-401.108, which es-
tablish the requirements of the Speech-Language Pathologists
and Audiologists Advisory Board; §401.304, which addresses el-
igibility requirements for an audiology license; §401.312, which
authorizes the Commission by rule to establish minimum quali-
fications for licensed assistants in speech-language pathology;
and §401.2021, which requires the Commission to adopt rules
regarding the sale of hearing instruments under Chapter 401 with

ADOPTED RULES

August 28, 2026 51 TexReg 5785



the assistance of the Speech-Language Pathologists and Audi-
ologists Advisory Board.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted rules are those
set forth in Texas Occupations Code, Chapters 51 and 401. No
other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by the adopted
rules.

The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which
the rules are adopted is Senate Bill (SB) 904, SB 905, and SB
2075, 89th Legislature, Regular Session (2025).

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 12, 2026.

TRD-202603413

Deanne Rienstra

General Counsel

Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation
Effective date: September 1, 2026

Proposal publication date: May 8, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 344-5392

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER W. RULE REGARDING THE
SALE OF HEARING INSTRUMENTS

16 TAC §111.220

STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The rules are adopted under Texas Occupations Code, Chapter
51, specifically §51.201 and §51.203, which authorize the Texas
Commission of Licensing and Regulation, the Department's gov-
erning body, to adopt rules as necessary to implement Chapter
51 and any other law establishing a program regulated by the
Department.

The adopted rules are also adopted under Texas Occupations
Code, Chapter 401, specifically §§401.102-401.108, which es-
tablish the requirements of the Speech-Language Pathologists
and Audiologists Advisory Board; §401.304, which addresses el-
igibility requirements for an audiology license; §401.312, which
authorizes the Commission by rule to establish minimum quali-
fications for licensed assistants in speech-language pathology;
and §401.2021, which requires the Commission to adopt rules
regarding the sale of hearing instruments under Chapter 401 with
the assistance of the Speech-Language Pathologists and Audi-
ologists Advisory Board.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted rules are those
set forth in Texas Occupations Code, Chapters 51 and 401. No
other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by the adopted
rules.

The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which
the rules are adopted is Senate Bill (SB) 904, SB 905, and SB
2075, 89th Legislature, Regular Session (2025).

$111.220.  Requirements Regarding the Sale of Hearing Instruments.

(a) This subchapter constitutes the rules required by Texas Oc-
cupations Code §401.2021 to be adopted by the commission with the
assistance of the Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiologists Ad-
visory Board. The requirements of this subchapter shall be repealed or

amended only through consultation with the Speech-Language Pathol-
ogists and Audiologists Advisory Board.

(b) Guidelines for a 30 consecutive day trial period for a hear-
ing instrument.

(1) All clients shall be informed of a 30 consecutive day
trial period by written contract for services related to a hearing instru-
ment. All charges associated with such trial period shall be included
in this written contract for services, which shall include the name, ad-
dress, and telephone number of the department.

(2) Any client purchasing one or more hearing instruments
shall be entitled to a refund of the purchase price advanced by the client
for the hearing instrument(s), less the agreed-upon amount associated
with the trial period, upon return of the instrument(s), in good condi-
tion, to the licensed audiologist or licensed intern in audiology within
the trial period ending 30 consecutive days from the date of delivery.
Should the order be canceled by the client prior to the delivery of the
hearing instrument(s), the licensed audiologist or licensed intern in au-
diology may retain the agreed-upon charges and fees as specified in the
written contract for services. The client shall receive the refund due no
later than the 30th day after the date on which the client cancels the
order or returns the hearing instrument(s), in good condition, to the li-
censed audiologist or licensed intern in audiology.

(3) Should the hearing instrument(s) have to be returned to
the manufacturer for repair or remake during the trial period, the 30
consecutive day trial period begins anew. The trial period begins on
the day the client reclaims the repaired/remade hearing instrument(s).
The expiration date of the new 30 consecutive day trial period shall be
made available to the client in writing, through an amendment to the
original written contract. The amendment shall be signed by both the
licensed audiologist or licensed intern in audiology and the client.

(4) Ondelivery of anew replacement hearing instrument(s)
during the trial period, the serial number of the new instrument(s), the
delivery date of the hearing instrument(s), and the date of the expiration
of the 30 consecutive day trial period must be stated in writing.

(5) If the date of the expiration of the 30 consecutive day
trial period falls on a holiday, weekend, or a day the business is not
open, the expiration date shall be the first day the business reopens.

(¢) Upon the sale of any hearing instrument(s) or change of
model or serial number of the hearing instrument(s), the owner shall
ensure that each client receives a written contract that contains:

(1) the date of sale;

(2) the make, model, and serial number of the hearing in-
strument(s);

(3) the name, address, and telephone number of the princi-
pal place of business of the license holder who dispensed the hearing
instrument;

(4) astatement that the hearing instrument is new, used, or
reconditioned;

(5) the length of time and other terms of the guarantee and
by whom the hearing instrument is guaranteed;

(6) a statement on or attached to the written contract for
services, in no smaller than 10-point bold type, as follows: "The client
has been advised that any examination or representation made by a li-
censed audiologist or licensed intern in audiology in connection with
the fitting and selling of the hearing instrument(s) is not an examina-
tion, diagnosis or prescription by a person duly licensed and qualified
as a physician or surgeon authorized to practice medicine in the State
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of Texas and, therefore, must not be regarded as medical opinion or
advice.";

(7) a statement on the face of the written contract for ser-
vices, in no smaller than 10-point bold type, as follows: "If you have
a complaint against a licensed audiologist or intern in audiology, you
may contact the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation, P.O.
Box 12157, Austin, Texas 78711, Telephone (512) 463-6599, Toll-Free
(in Texas): (800) 803-9202";

(8) the printed name, license type, signature and license
number of the licensed audiologist or licensed intern in audiology who
dispensed the hearing instrument;

(9) thesupervisor's name, license type, and license number,
if applicable;

(10) arecommendation for a follow-up appointment within
thirty (30) days after the hearing instrument fitting;

(11) the expiration date of the 30 consecutive day trial pe-
riod under subsection (b); and

(12) the dollar amount charged for the hearing instrument
and the dollar amount charged for the return or restocking fee, if appli-
cable.

(d) Record keeping. The owner of the dispensing practice
shall ensure that records are maintained on every client who receives
services in connection with the fitting and dispensing of hearing in-
struments. Such records shall be preserved for at least five years after
the date of the last visit. All of the business's records and contracts
are solely the property of the person who owns the business. Client
access to records is governed by the Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act (HIPAA). The records must be available for the
department's inspection and shall include, but are not limited to, the
following:

(1) pertinent case history;
(2) source of referral and appropriate documents;
(3) medical evaluation or waiver of evaluation if provided;

(4) copies of written contracts for services and receipts ex-
ecuted in connection with the fitting and dispensing of each hearing
instrument provided;

(5) a complete record of hearing tests, and services pro-
vided; and

(6) all correspondence specifically related to services pro-
vided to the client or the hearing instrument(s) fitted and dispensed to
the client.

(e) The written contract and trial period information provided
to a client in accordance with this section, orally and in writing, shall
be in plain language designed to be easily understood by the average
consumer.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 12, 2026.
TRD-202603414

Deanne Rienstra

General Counsel

Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation
Effective date: September 1, 2026

Proposal publication date: May 8, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 344-5392
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CHAPTER 112. HEARING INSTRUMENT
FITTERS AND DISPENSERS

The Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation (Commis-
sion) adopts amendments to existing rules at 16 Texas Admin-
istrative Code (TAC), Chapter 112, Subchapter B, §112.12 and
§112.13; Subchapter D, §112.32; and Subchapter H, §112.70,
regarding the Hearing Instrument Fitters and Dispensers pro-
gram, without changes to the proposed text as published in the
May 8, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 3035).
These rules will not be republished.

The Commission also adopts amendments to the existing rule
at 16 TAC Chapter 112, Subchapter O, §112.140, regarding
the Hearing Instrument Fitters and Dispensers program, with
changes to the proposed text as published in the May 8, 2026,
issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 3030). This rule will be
republished.

EXPLANATION OF AND JUSTIFICATION FOR THE RULES

The rules under 16 TAC, Chapter 112, implement Texas Occu-
pations Code, Chapter 402, Hearing Instrument Fitters and Dis-
pensers.

The adopted rules are necessary to implement Senate Bill (SB)
904, 89th Legislature, Regular Session (2025), specifically, Sec-
tions 2, 3, and 4, and SB 2075, 89th Legislature, Regular Ses-
sion (2025), specifically, Sections 11 and 12. The adopted rules
remove the requirement that the three advisory board members'
six-year terms all expire on February 1 of odd-numbered years,
allowing each member to serve their full term, regardless of when
appointed. The adopted rules also extend the advisory board
presiding officer's term from one year to two years.

The adopted rules require first-time renewal applicants for a
hearing instrument fitter and dispenser license to complete 20
hours of continuing education; remove the requirement that
the Commission adopt rules governing the sale of hearing
instruments with the assistance of both the Hearing Instrument
Fitters and Dispensers Advisory Board and the Speech-Lan-
guage Pathologist and Audiologist Advisory Board; remove the
exception that allowed the Texas Department of Licensing and
Regulation (Department) to renew a license of a licensee who
did not meet continuing education requirements during their first
24 months of licensure; and add a provision that allows hearing
instruments to be sold to a minor with a written statement from
any licensed physician, and not just a physician specializing in
diseases of the ear.

SECTION-BY-SECTION SUMMARY

Subchapter B. Hearing Instrument Fitters and Dispensers Advi-
sory Board

The adopted rules amend §112.12, Terms; Vacancies. The
adopted rules under subsection (a) remove language that
would require that the three advisory board members' six-year
terms all expire on February 1 of odd-numbered years, allowing

ADOPTED RULES
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each advisory board member to serve their full six-year term,
regardless of when appointed.

The adopted rules amend §112.13, Officers. The adopted rules
under subsection (a) change the advisory board presiding offi-
cer's term from one year to two years.

Subchapter D. Hearing Instrument Fitter and Dispenser License

The adopted rules amend §112.32, Hearing Instrument Fitter
and Dispenser License--License Term; Renewals. The adopted
rules under subsection (c) now require first-time renewal appli-
cants for a hearing instrument fitter and dispenser license to
complete 20 hours of continuing education.

Subchapter H. Continuing Education Requirements

The adopted rules amend §112.70, Continuing Educa-
tion--Hours, Courses, and Methods of Delivery. The adopted
rules under subsection (i) remove the exception that allowed
license renewal for licensees who did not meet the continuing
education requirements during their first 24 months of licensure.

Subchapter O. Joint Rule Regarding the Sale of Hearing Instru-
ments

The adopted rules amend §112.140, Requirements Regarding
the Sale of Hearing Instruments. The adopted rules under sub-
section (a) remove the requirement that the Commission adopt
rules governing the sale of hearing instruments with the assis-
tance of both the Hearing Instrument Fitters and Dispensers Ad-
visory Board and the Speech-Language Pathologist and Audi-
ologist Advisory Board. Because subsection (a) eliminates the
joint rulemaking requirement, the adopted rules remove the ref-
erence to Tex. Occ. Code §401.2021 and update the subchapter
title by removing the word "Joint."

The adopted rules add new subsection (f). The new provision
allows hearing instruments to be sold to a minor with a written
statement from any licensed physician, not just a physician spe-
cializing in diseases of the ear.

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND INFORMATION RELATED TO THE
COST, BENEFIT, OR EFFECT OF THE PROPOSED RULES

The Department drafted and distributed the proposed rules to
persons internal and external to the agency. The proposed rules
were published in the May 8, 2026, issue of the Texas Register
(51 TexReg 3035). The Department requested public comments
on the proposed rules and information related to the cost, benefit,
or effect of the proposed rules, including any applicable data, re-
search, or analysis. The public comment period closed on June
8, 2026. The Department did not receive any comments from
interested parties on the proposed rules.

ADVISORY BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS AND COMMIS-
SION ACTION

The Hearing Instrument Fitters and Dispensers Advisory Board
met on July 22, 2026, to discuss the proposed rules and the
public comments received. The Advisory Board recommended
that the Commission adopt the proposed rules as published in
the Texas Register. At its meeting on July 28, 2026, the Com-
mission adopted the proposed rules as published in the Texas
Register.

SUBCHAPTER B. HEARING INSTRUMENT
FITTERS AND DISPENSERS ADVISORY
BOARD

16 TAC §112.12, §112.13
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The rules are adopted under Texas Occupations Code, Chap-
ter 51, specifically §51.201 and §51.203, which authorize the
Commission, the Department's governing body, to adopt rules
as necessary to implement Chapter 51 and any other law es-
tablishing a program regulated by the Department; and §51.203
and §51.405, which authorize the Commission to adopt continu-
ing education rules for the Department's programs.

The adopted rules are also adopted under Texas Occupations
Code, Chapter 402, specifically §§402.051-402.058, which
establish the requirements of the Hearing Instrument Fitters
and Dispensers Advisory Board; §402.305, which addresses
continuing education exemptions for license renewal; §402.402,
which addresses the sale of hearing instruments to minors; and
§402.1021, which requires the Commission to adopt rules re-
garding the sale of hearing instruments under Chapter 402 with
the assistance of the Hearing Instrument Fitters and Dispensers
Advisory Board.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted rules are those
set forth in Texas Occupations Code, Chapters 51 and 402. No
other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by the adopted
rules.

The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which
the rules are adopted is SB 904 and SB 2075, 89th Legislature,
Regular Session (2025).

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 12, 2026.

TRD-202603416

Deanne Rienstra

General Counsel

Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation
Effective date: September 1, 2026

Proposal publication date: May 8, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 344-5392
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SUBCHAPTER D. HEARING INSTRUMENT
FITTER AND DISPENSER LICENSE

16 TAC §112.32

STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The rules are adopted under Texas Occupations Code, Chap-
ter 51, specifically §51.201 and §51.203, which authorize the
Commission, the Department's governing body, to adopt rules
as necessary to implement Chapter 51 and any other law es-
tablishing a program regulated by the Department; and §51.203
and §51.405, which authorize the Commission to adopt continu-
ing education rules for the Department's programs.

The adopted rules are also adopted under Texas Occupations
Code, Chapter 402, specifically §§402.051-402.058, which
establish the requirements of the Hearing Instrument Fitters
and Dispensers Advisory Board; §402.305, which addresses
continuing education exemptions for license renewal; §402.402,
which addresses the sale of hearing instruments to minors; and
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§402.1021, which requires the Commission to adopt rules re-
garding the sale of hearing instruments under Chapter 402 with
the assistance of the Hearing Instrument Fitters and Dispensers
Advisory Board.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted rules are those
set forth in Texas Occupations Code, Chapters 51 and 402. No
other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by the adopted
rules.

The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which
the rules are adopted is SB 904 and SB 2075, 89th Legislature,
Regular Session (2025).

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 12, 2026.

TRD-202603417

Deanne Rienstra

General Counsel

Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation
Effective date: September 1, 2026

Proposal publication date: May 8, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 344-5392
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SUBCHAPTER H. CONTINUING EDUCATION
REQUIREMENTS
16 TAC §112.70
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The rules are adopted under Texas Occupations Code, Chap-
ter 51, specifically §51.201 and §51.203, which authorize the
Commission, the Department's governing body, to adopt rules
as necessary to implement Chapter 51 and any other law es-
tablishing a program regulated by the Department; and §51.203
and §51.405, which authorize the Commission to adopt continu-
ing education rules for the Department's programs.

The adopted rules are also adopted under Texas Occupations
Code, Chapter 402, specifically §§402.051-402.058, which
establish the requirements of the Hearing Instrument Fitters
and Dispensers Advisory Board; §402.305, which addresses
continuing education exemptions for license renewal; §402.402,
which addresses the sale of hearing instruments to minors; and
§402.1021, which requires the Commission to adopt rules re-
garding the sale of hearing instruments under Chapter 402 with
the assistance of the Hearing Instrument Fitters and Dispensers
Advisory Board.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted rules are those
set forth in Texas Occupations Code, Chapters 51 and 402. No
other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by the adopted
rules.

The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which
the rules are adopted is SB 904 and SB 2075, 89th Legislature,
Regular Session (2025).

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 12, 2026.
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SUBCHAPTER O. JOINT RULE REGARDING
THE SALE OF HEARING INSTRUMENTS

16 TAC §112.140

STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The rules are adopted under Texas Occupations Code, Chap-
ter 51, specifically §51.201 and §51.203, which authorize the
Commission, the Department's governing body, to adopt rules
as necessary to implement Chapter 51 and any other law es-
tablishing a program regulated by the Department; and §51.203
and §51.405, which authorize the Commission to adopt continu-
ing education rules for the Department's programs.

The adopted rules are also adopted under Texas Occupations
Code, Chapter 402, specifically §§402.051-402.058, which
establish the requirements of the Hearing Instrument Fitters
and Dispensers Advisory Board; §402.305, which addresses
continuing education exemptions for license renewal; §402.402,
which addresses the sale of hearing instruments to minors; and
§402.1021, which requires the Commission to adopt rules re-
garding the sale of hearing instruments under Chapter 402 with
the assistance of the Hearing Instrument Fitters and Dispensers
Advisory Board.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted rules are those
set forth in Texas Occupations Code, Chapters 51 and 402. No
other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by the adopted
rules.

The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which
the rules are adopted is SB 904 and SB 2075, 89th Legislature,
Regular Session (2025).

$§112.140. Requirements Regarding the Sale of Hearing Instruments.

(a) This subchapter constitutes the rules required by Texas
Occupations Code §402.1021 to be adopted by the commission with
the assistance of the Hearing Instrument Fitters and Dispensers Ad-
visory Board. The requirements of this subchapter shall be repealed
or amended only through consultation with the Hearing Instrument
Fitters and Dispensers Advisory Board.

(b) Guidelines for a 30 consecutive day trial period for a hear-
ing instrument.

(1) All clients shall be informed of a 30 consecutive day
trial period by written contract for services related to a hearing instru-
ment. All charges associated with such trial period shall be included
in this written contract for services, which shall include the name, ad-
dress, and telephone number of the department.

(2) Any client purchasing one or more hearing instruments
shall be entitled to a refund of the purchase price advanced by the client
for the hearing instrument(s), less the agreed-upon amount associated
with the trial period, upon return of the instrument(s), in good condition
to the licensed hearing instrument dispenser, apprentice permit holder,
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or temporary training permit holder within the trial period ending 30
consecutive days from the date of delivery. Should the order be can-
celed by the client prior to the delivery of the hearing instrument(s),
the licensed hearing instrument dispenser, apprentice permit holder, or
temporary training permit holder may retain the agreed-upon charges
and fees as specified in the written contract for services. The client
shall receive the refund due no later than the 30th day after the date on
which the client cancels the order or returns the hearing instrument(s),
in good condition, to the licensed hearing instrument dispenser, appren-
tice permit holder, or temporary training permit holder.

(3) Should the hearing instrument(s) have to be returned to
the manufacturer for repair or remake during the trial period, the 30
consecutive day trial period begins anew. The trial period begins on
the day the client reclaims the repaired/remade hearing instrument(s).
The expiration date of the new 30 consecutive day trial period shall
be made available to the client in writing, through an amendment to
the original written contract. The amendment shall be signed by both
the licensed hearing instrument dispenser, apprentice permit holder, or
temporary training permit holder and the client.

(4) Ondelivery of a new replacement hearing instrument(s)
during the trial period, the serial number of the new instrument(s), the
delivery date of the hearing instrument(s), and the date of the expiration
of the 30 consecutive day trial period must be stated in writing.

(5) If the date of the expiration of the 30 consecutive day
trial period falls on a holiday, weekend, or a day the business is not
open, the expiration date shall be the first day the business reopens.

(¢) Upon the sale of any hearing instrument(s) or change of
model or serial number of the hearing instrument(s), the owner shall
ensure that each client receives a written contract that contains:

(1) the date of sale;

(2) the make, model, and serial number of the hearing in-
strument(s);

(3) the name, address, and telephone number of the princi-
pal place of business of the license or permit holder who dispensed the
hearing instrument;

(4) astatement that the hearing instrument is new, used, or
reconditioned;

(5) the length of time and other terms of the guarantee and
by whom the hearing instrument is guaranteed;

(6) astatement on or attached to the written contract for ser-
vices, in no smaller than 10-point bold type, as follows: "The client has
been advised that any examination or representation made by a licensed
hearing instrument dispenser or apprentice permit holder or temporary
training permit holder in connection with the fitting and selling of the
hearing instrument(s) is not an examination, diagnosis or prescription
by a person duly licensed and qualified as a physician or surgeon au-
thorized to practice medicine in the State of Texas and, therefore, must
not be regarded as medical opinion or advice;"

(7) a statement on the face of the written contract for ser-
vices, in no smaller than 10-point bold type, as follows: "If you have
a complaint against a licensed hearing instrument dispenser or appren-
tice permit holder or temporary training permit holder, you may contact
the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation, P.O. Box 12157,
Austin, Texas 78711, Telephone (512) 463-6599, Toll-Free (in Texas):
(800) 803-9202, www.tdlr.texas.gov";

(8) the printed name, license type, signature and license or
permit number of the licensed hearing instrument dispenser, apprentice
permit holder, or temporary training permit holder who dispensed the
hearing instrument;

(9) thesupervisor's name, license type, and license number,
if applicable;

(10) arecommendation for a follow-up appointment within
thirty (30) days after the hearing instrument fitting;

(11) the expiration date of the 30 consecutive day trial pe-
riod under subsection (b); and

(12) the dollar amount charged for the hearing instrument
and the dollar amount charged for the return or restocking fee, if appli-
cable.

(d) Record keeping. The owner of the dispensing practice
shall ensure that records are maintained on every client who receives
services in connection with the fitting and dispensing of hearing in-
struments. Such records shall be preserved for at least five years after
the date of the last visit. All of the business's records and contracts
are solely the property of the person who owns the business. Client
access to records is governed by the Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act (HIPAA). The records must be available for the
department's inspection and shall include, but are not limited to, the
following:

(1) pertinent case history;
(2) source of referral and appropriate documents;
(3) medical evaluation or waiver of evaluation if provided;

(4) copies of written contracts for services and receipts ex-
ecuted in connection with the fitting and dispensing of each hearing
instrument provided;

(5) a complete record of hearing tests, and services pro-
vided; and

(6) all correspondence specifically related to services pro-
vided to the client or the hearing instrument(s) fitted and dispensed to
the client.

(e) The written contract and trial period information provided
to a client in accordance with this subchapter, orally and in writing,
shall be in plain language designed to be easily understood by the av-
erage consumer.

(f) A licensed hearing instrument fitter and dispenser may not
sell a hearing instrument to a person under 18 years of age unless the
prospective user or a parent or guardian of the prospective user has pre-
sented to the hearing instrument fitter and dispenser a written statement,
signed by a licensed physician, that states that the patient's hearing loss
has been medically evaluated and that the patient may be considered a
candidate for a hearing instrument. Whenever practicable, the medical
evaluation described should be performed by a licensed physician who
specializes in diseases of the ear.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 12, 2026.
TRD-202603419
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CHAPTER 130. PODIATRIC MEDICINE
PROGRAM

The Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation (Commis-
sion) adopts the repeal of existing rules at 16 Texas Adminis-
trative Code (TAC), Chapter 130, Subchapter B, §130.28; and
Subchapter D, §130.43; and amendments to the existing rules at
Subchapter C, §§130.30 - 130.33; and Subchapter F, §130.60,
regarding the Podiatric Medicine Program, without changes to
the proposed text as published in the May 1, 2026, issue of the
Texas Register (51 TexReg 2865). These rules will not be re-
published.

EXPLANATION OF AND JUSTIFICATION FOR THE RULES

The rules under 16 TAC, Chapter 130, implement Texas Occu-
pations Code, Chapter 202, Podiatrists.

The adopted rules are necessary to implement changes resulting
from Senate Bill (SB) 968, 89th Legislature, Regular Session
(2025), which went into effect on September 1, 2025.

SB 968 amended Occupations Code §202.259 to replace
references to "temporary residency licenses" with "residency
licenses" to more accurately describe current licensing prac-
tices. The adopted rules make corresponding changes to the
terminology used in the program rules.

Additionally, SB 968 repealed Occupations Code §202.260,
which provided for provisional licenses. The provision was
obsolete because provisional licenses were no longer being
issued in the podiatry program. The adopted rules repeal a
specific rule and all references to provisional licenses to align
with the statutory changes.

SB 968 also repealed Occupations Code §202.061, which re-
quired members of the Podiatric Medical Examiners Advisory
Board to meet certain training requirements unique to the po-
diatry program. The repeal makes advisory board training re-
quirements more uniform across the Department's programs. As
a result, members of the Podiatric Medical Examiners Advisory
Board will receive the same training that members of other advi-
sory boards receive. The adopted rules align with the statutory
changes.

SECTION-BY-SECTION SUMMARY
Subchapter B. Advisory Board.

The adopted rules repeal §130.28, Training. The section is re-
pealed since it has become obsolete due to the repeal of Occu-
pations Code §202.061.

Subchapter C. Residency and Other License Types.

The adopted rules amend the title of Subchapter C by changing
the title from "Temporary Residency and Other License Types"
to "Residency and Other License Types." This title change was
included in the proposed rules text as published, but the pro-
posed rules notice did not include a separate explanation of this

change in the Section-by-Section Summary. An explanation of
the change has been included in the adopted rules notice.

The adopted rules amend §130.30 by changing the title from
"Temporary Residency License--General Requirements and
Application" to "Residency License--General Requirements
and Application." The phrase "temporary residency license" is
changed to "residency license" in the rule text of subsections
(a), (c). (d), (e), and (f).

The adopted rules amend §130.31 by changing the title from
"Temporary Residency License--License Term; Residency Re-
quirements; Program Responsibilities" to "Residency License--
License Term; Residency Requirements; Program Responsibil-
ities." The phrase "temporary residency license" is changed to
"residency license" in the rule text of subsections (a), (b), and
(c), and in paragraphs (b)(1), (b)(2), (d)(1), and (d)(2).

The adopted rules amend §130.32 by changing the title from
"Temporary Residency License--Final Year of Residency" to
"Residency License--Final Year of Residency." The phrase
"temporary residency license" is changed to "residency license"
in the rule text of subsections (a) and (b) and in paragraph

(b)(3).

The adopted rules amend §130.33 by changing the title from
"Temporary Residence License--Extensions" to "Residency Li-
cense--Extensions." The phrase "temporary residency license"
is changed to "residency license" in the rule text of subsections
(@), (b), (c), and (d).

Subchapter D. Doctor of Podiatric Medicine.

The adopted rules repeal §130.43, Doctor of Podiatric Medicine
License--Provisional License. The section is repealed since it
has become obsolete due to the repeal of Occupations Code
§202.260.

Subchapter F. Fees.

The adopted rules amend §130.60, Fees. In paragraph (b)(1),
the word "temporary" is removed from the phrase "Temporary
Residency License." In paragraph (b)(2), the word "Residency"
is inserted, and "Extended Temporary" is removed. Paragraph
(b)(3), concerning the fee for provisional licenses, is removed,
and the paragraphs that follow are renumbered.

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND INFORMATION RELATED TO THE
COST, BENEFIT, OR EFFECT OF THE PROPOSED RULES

The Department drafted and distributed the proposed rules to
persons internal and external to the agency. The proposed rules
were published in the May 1, 2026, issue of the Texas Register
(51 TexReg 2865). The Department requested public comments
on the proposed rules and information related to the cost, benefit,
or effect of the proposed rules, including any applicable data, re-
search, or analysis. The public comment period closed on June
1, 2026. The Department did not receive any comments from
interested parties on the proposed rules.

ADVISORY BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS AND COMMIS-
SION ACTION

The Podiatric Medical Examiners Advisory Board met on June 8,
2026, to discuss the proposed rules and any public comments
received. No comments were received. The Advisory Board
recommended that the Commission adopt the proposed rules as
published in the Texas Register. At its meeting on July 28, 2026,
the Commission adopted the proposed rules as recommended
by the Advisory Board.
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SUBCHAPTER B. ADVISORY BOARD
16 TAC §130.28
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The adopted repeals are adopted under Texas Occupations
Code, Chapter 51, specifically §51.201 and §51.203, which
authorize the Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation
(Commission), the Department's governing body, to adopt
repeals as necessary to implement Chapter 51 and each law
establishing a program regulated by the Department; and
§51.202, which requires the Commission to set fees in amounts
reasonable and necessary to cover the costs of administering
the programs.

The adopted repeals are also adopted under Texas Occupations
Code, Chapter 202, specifically §202.1515, which authorizes the
Commission to adopt repeals necessary to administer and en-
force Chapter 202; and §202.153, which requires the Commis-
sion by rule to establish fees in amounts reasonable and neces-
sary to cover the cost of administering Chapter 202.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted repeals are
those set forth in Texas Occupations Code, Chapters 51 and
202. No other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by the
adopted repeals.

The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which
the adopted repeals are to be adopted is Senate Bill 968, 89th
Legislature, Regular Session (2025).

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 12, 2026.
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SUBCHAPTER C. TEMPORARY RESIDENCY
AND OTHER LICENSE TYPES

16 TAC §§130.30 - 130.33

STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The adopted rules are adopted under Texas Occupations Code,
Chapter 51, specifically §51.201 and §51.203, which authorize
the Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation (Commis-
sion), the Department's governing body, to adopt rules as nec-
essary to implement Chapter 51 and each law establishing a pro-
gram regulated by the Department; and §51.202, which requires
the Commission to set fees in amounts reasonable and neces-
sary to cover the costs of administering the programs.

The adopted rules are also adopted under Texas Occupations
Code, Chapter 202, specifically §202.1515, which authorizes the
Commission to adopt rules necessary to administer and enforce
Chapter 202; and §202.153, which requires the Commission by

rule to establish fees in amounts reasonable and necessary to
cover the cost of administering Chapter 202.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted rules are those
set forth in Texas Occupations Code, Chapters 51 and 202. No
other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by the adopted
rules.

The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which
the adopted rules are to be adopted is Senate Bill 968, 89th Leg-
islature, Regular Session (2025).

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 12, 2026.
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SUBCHAPTER D. DOCTOR OF PODIATRIC
MEDICINE

16 TAC §130.43

STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The adopted repeals are adopted under Texas Occupations
Code, Chapter 51, specifically §51.201 and §51.203, which
authorize the Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation
(Commission), the Department's governing body, to adopt
repeals as necessary to implement Chapter 51 and each law
establishing a program regulated by the Department; and
§51.202, which requires the Commission to set fees in amounts
reasonable and necessary to cover the costs of administering
the programs.

The adopted repeals are also adopted under Texas Occupations
Code, Chapter 202, specifically §202.1515, which authorizes the
Commission to adopt repeals necessary to administer and en-
force Chapter 202; and §202.153, which requires the Commis-
sion by rule to establish fees in amounts reasonable and neces-
sary to cover the cost of administering Chapter 202.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted repeals are
those set forth in Texas Occupations Code, Chapters 51 and
202. No other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by the
adopted repeals.

The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which
the adopted repeals are to be adopted is Senate Bill 968, 89th
Legislature, Regular Session (2025).

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 12, 2026.
TRD-202603432
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SUBCHAPTER F. FEES
16 TAC §130.60
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The adopted rules are adopted under Texas Occupations Code,
Chapter 51, specifically §51.201 and §51.203, which authorize
the Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation (Commis-
sion), the Department's governing body, to adopt rules as nec-
essary to implement Chapter 51 and each law establishing a pro-
gram regulated by the Department; and §51.202, which requires
the Commission to set fees in amounts reasonable and neces-
sary to cover the costs of administering the programs.

The adopted rules are also adopted under Texas Occupations
Code, Chapter 202, specifically §202.1515, which authorizes the
Commission to adopt rules necessary to administer and enforce
Chapter 202; and §202.153, which requires the Commission by
rule to establish fees in amounts reasonable and necessary to
cover the cost of administering Chapter 202.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted rules are those
set forth in Texas Occupations Code, Chapters 51 and 202. No
other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by the adopted
rules.

The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which
the adopted rules are to be adopted is Senate Bill 968, 89th Leg-
islature, Regular Session (2025).

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 12, 2026.
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TITLE 19. EDUCATION

PART 2. TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY

CHAPTER 110. TEXAS ESSENTIAL
KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS FOR ENGLISH
LANGUAGE ARTS AND READING

The State Board of Education (SBOE) adopts new §§110.10,
110.30, and 110.70, concerning Texas Essential Knowledge and
Skills (TEKS) for English language arts and reading (ELAR). The
new sections are adopted with changes to the proposed text as

published in the May 15, 2026 issue of the Texas Register (51
TexReg 3206) and will be republished. The adopted new sec-
tions add lists of literary works to be taught in each grade level
as required by House Bill (HB) 1605, 88th Texas Legislature,
Regular Session, 2023.

REASONED JUSTIFICATION: The 88th Texas Legislature, Reg-
ular Session, 2023, passed HB 1605 relating to instructional ma-
terial and technology. HB 1605 added Texas Education Code
(TEC), §28.002(c-4), which requires the SBOE, in adopting es-
sential knowledge and skills for English language arts, to specify
a list of required vocabulary and at least one literary work to be
taught in each grade level. A discussion item at the November
2025 SBOE meeting provided an opportunity for the Commit-
tee of the Full Board to discuss recommendations from the com-
missioner of education for literary works to be taught in each
grade level as required by HB 1605. At the January 2026 meet-
ing, the SBOE postponed first reading and filing authorization of
proposed new 19 TAC §§110.10, 110.30, and 110.70 until the
April 2026 meeting. The SBOE approved proposed new 19 TAC
§§110.10, 110.30, and 110.70 for first reading and filing autho-
rization at the April 2026 meeting.

The new sections adopt literary works lists required to be taught
in English language arts and reading in Kindergarten-Grade 12.

The following changes were made since approved for first read-
ing and filing authorization.

Section 110.10(a) was amended to establish implementation
of the provisions of the section beginning with the 2030-2031
school year.

Section 110.10(c) was amended to clarify requirements related
to the use and local selection of additional literary works for Eng-
lish language arts and reading instruction that support coverage
of the essential knowledge and skills and maintain similar rigor
as the required literary works in the figures in §110.10(f)(1)-(6)
of this section.

Section 110.10(d) was amended to strongly encourage the use
of print-based texts.

Figure: 19 TAC §110.10(f)(1), Required Literary Works - Kinder-
garten

The Kindergarten literary works list was modified to remove the
literary work Anansi the Spider: A Tale from the Ashanti.

The Kindergarten literary works list was amended to update the
specified version of Cinderella by replacing the Marcia Brown
edition with the bilingual adaptation Cinderella/Cenicienta by
Francesca Boada.

The Kindergarten literary works list was amended to remove the
nursery rhyme Hey Diddle Diddle from the selected excerpts in-
cluded under Classic Nursery Rhymes.

The Kindergarten literary works list was amended to replace Paul
Galdone's The Three Little Pigs with the bilingual edition The
Three Little Pigs/Los tres cerditos Bilingual Storybook by Patricia
Seibert.

Figure: 19 TAC §110.10(f)(2), Required Literary Works - Grade
1

The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to remove Danny
and the Dinosaur by Syd Hoff.

The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to replace the ex-
cerpt Davy Crockett from A Book of Americans by Stephen Vin-
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cent Benét and Rosemary Benét with Davy Crockett (English)
by Emma E. Haldy.

The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to remove The Hare
in the Moon by Angela McAllister.

The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to remove The Fox
and the Grapes (excerpt from Aesop’s Fables: The Classic Edi-
tion).

The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to remove Noah’s
Ark by Peter Spier.

The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to add Jonah (Book
of Jonah, Chapter 1, Verses 1-5 and 10-17; Chapter 2, Verse
10).

The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to correct the cap-
italization of author Tomie dePaola's name.

The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to replace Poc-
ahontas from A Book of Americans by Stephen Vincent Benét
and Rosemary Benét with Amazing Americans: Pocahontas by
Sharon Coan.

The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to remove Rapun-
zel.

Figure: 19 TAC §110.10(f)(3)

The Grade 2 literary works list was amended to remove The
Mouse and the Motorcycle by Beverly Cleary.

Figure: 19 TAC §110.10(f)(4)

The Grade 3 literary works list was amended to remove Hercules
and the Wagoner.

The Grade 3 literary works list was amended to update the
source text and ISBN for Smart by Shel Silverstein.

The Grade 3 literary works list was amended by replacing The
Story of Benjamin Franklin: An Inspiring Biography for Young
Readers by Shannon Anderson with Benjamin Franklin (Life Sto-
ries/Biografias Bilingual Edition) by Gillian Gosman.

The Grade 3 literary works list was amended to update the ISBN
for The Wind in the Willows.

Figure: 19 TAC §110.10(f)(5)

The Grade 4 literary works list was amended to remove The
Road Not Taken by Robert Frost and move it to the literary works
required in Grade 7 in Figure: 19 TAC §110.30(f)(2).

The Grade 4 literary works list was amended to remove St
George and the Dragon.

The Grade 4 literary works list was amended to remove Thun-
derstorm in Church by Louise A. Vernon.

Figure: 19 TAC §110.10(f)(6)

The Grade 5 literary works list was amended to replace The
Monkey and the Camel from Aesop’s Fables illustrated by Jerry
Pinkney with The Monkey as King from Aesop’s Fables: The
Classic Edition illustrated by Charles Santore.

The Grade 5 literary works list was amended to specify selected
excerpts for Who Was Davy Crockett?.

Section 110.30(a) was amended to establish implementation of
the provisions of the section applicable to Grade 6 beginning with
the 2031-2032 school year and provisions of the section appli-

cable to Grades 7 and 8 beginning with the 2032-2033 school
year.

Section 110.30(c) was amended to clarify requirements related
to the use and local selection of additional literary works for Eng-
lish language arts and reading instruction that support coverage
of the essential knowledge and skills and maintain similar rigor
as the required literary works in the figures in §110.30(f)(1)-(3).

Section 110.30(d) was amended to strongly encourage the use
of print-based texts.

Figure: 19 TAC §110.30(0(2)

The Grade 7 literary works list was amended by adding The
Road Not Taken by Robert Frost.

Section 110.70(a) was amended to establish implementation
of the provisions of the section beginning with the 2033-2034
school year.

Section 110.70(c) was amended to clarify requirements related
to the use and local selection of additional literary works for Eng-
lish language arts and reading instruction that support coverage
of the essential knowledge and skills and maintain similar rigor
as the required literary works in the figures in §110.70(f)(1)-(4).

Section 110.70(d) was amended to strongly encourage the use
of print-based texts.

The SBOE approved the new sections for first reading and filing
authorization at its April 10, 2026 meeting and for second reading
and final adoption at its June 26, 2026 meeting.

The effective date is July 1, 2027.

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS AND RESPONSES: The public
comment period on the proposal began May 15, 2026, and
ended at 5:00 p.m. on June 15, 2026. The SBOE also provided
an opportunity for registered oral and written comments at
its June 2026 meeting in accordance with the SBOE board
operating policies and procedures. Following is a summary of
public comments received and corresponding responses.

Comment. Five teachers, two parents, and seven community
members stated that the proposal should not be adopted as pre-
sented. The commenters raised general objections about the
proposal's impact on students, educators, or public education.
The commenters requested rejection or reconsideration of the
proposal.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with commenters' proposal to
reject the literary works lists. HB 1605 required the adoption of
a literary works list for each grade level. The SBOE took ac-
tion to adopt the new ELAR TEKS for Kindergarten-Grade 12 as
amended in June 2026.

Comment. Five teachers, two administrators, two parents, and
one university/college staff member stated that specific titles,
omissions, grade-level placements, or text pairings should be
reconsidered. The commenters explained that alternative se-
lections could improve grade-level fit, engagement, accessibil-
ity, rigor, literary quality, diversity, or alignment with TEKS and
related coursework. The commenters requested that decision-
makers revise the lists by adding, removing, replacing, or relo-
cating particular texts.

Response. In response to public comments, the SBOE took ac-
tion to adopt the new ELAR TEKS for Kindergarten-Grade 12
as amended in June 2026. The literary works lists were inten-
tionally developed with grade-level differentiation to support en-
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gagement in the progression of complex texts from Kindergarten
through Grade 12 considering Lexile levels, grade-level fit, ac-
cessibility, and rigor. The literary works lists were selected to
include a variety of text types and genres to support the develop-
ment of student proficiency for the specific TEKS in each grade.

Comment. Seven teachers, two administrators, two parents,
and five community members stated that the literary works lists
should be better aligned with social studies content, grade-level
chronology, and appropriate course placement. The com-
menters explained that some selections appear more suitable
for history or civics instruction, while other texts could strengthen
interdisciplinary learning if aligned with corresponding social
studies TEKS and historical eras. The commenters requested
clearer cross-curricular coordination or reconsideration of texts
that appear misaligned with ELAR instruction.

Response. In response to public comments, the SBOE took ac-
tion to adopt the new ELAR TEKS for Kindergarten-Grade 12 as
amended in June 2026 to include cross-curricular coordination
when possible based on content advisor recommendations, ed-
ucator feedback, and social studies standards.

Comment. Ninety-seven teachers, eighteen administrators,
forty-seven parents, thirty-four community members, and two
out-of-state commenters stated that implementation of required
literary works may create funding, access, logistics, procure-
ment, timeline, training, and curriculum-redesign challenges
for districts and campuses. The commenters stated that the
financial burden included requiring specific Bible versions and
printed religious texts. The commenters explained that schools
may need class sets, specific editions, instructional guidance,
professional learning, pacing support, accessible formats, and
equitable resources and that unfunded requirements could
strain district budgets. The commenters requested clear imple-
mentation guidance, equitable access to materials, adequate
funding, and realistic timelines if the lists move forward.

Response. In response to public comments, the SBOE ap-
proved a staggered implementation of the new ELAR TEKS for
Kindergarten-Grade 12 to ensure procurement of and access
to materials in a timely manner. The amended implementa-
tion timeline adopted by the SBOE provides greater time for
teacher training, curriculum redesign, and resource funding
management and adequate funding. The timeline is as follows:
Kindergarten-Grade 5, 2030-2031; Grade 6, 2031-2032; Grades
7 and 8, 2032-2033; and high school, 2033-2034.

Comment. Seventy-seven teachers, two counselors, ten admin-
istrators, thirty-three parents, eighteen community members,
one university/college staff member, and three out-of-state
commenters stated that some proposed texts may not be
developmentally appropriate, accessible, or well matched to
the intended grade levels, reading levels, maturity levels, or
instructional needs of students. The commenters explained that
rigid placement of complex, lengthy, or thematically challenging
texts may create barriers for struggling readers, emergent
bilingual students, English learners, students receiving special
education services, or students needing scaffolds and differenti-
ation. The commenters requested age-appropriate, accessible,
TEKS-aligned selections that maintain rigor while supporting
meaningful comprehension and participation.

Response. In response to public comments, the SBOE took ac-
tion to adopt the new ELAR TEKS for Kindergarten-Grade 12
as amended in June 2026 to be consistent with the SBOE suit-
ability rubric and comply with related statutes, including TEC,

§28.0022. The literary works lists were intentionally developed
to support age-appropriate content and engagement with a pro-
gression of complex texts from Kindergarten through Grade 12.
The adopted lists include consideration for text types, genres,
Lexile levels, and Spanish language texts to support the de-
velopment of student proficiency for the specific TEKS in each
grade.

Comment. Thirty-one teachers, seven administrators, twenty-
one parents, forty-four community members, one university/col-
lege staff member and six out-of-state commenters stated that
the proposed literary works lists would strengthen students' ex-
posure to foundational, classical, historically significant, or cul-
turally influential texts. The commenters explained that these
works can build shared background knowledge, cultural literacy,
reading stamina, historical understanding, and familiarity with
enduring ideas, civic principles, and literary traditions. The com-
menters requested adoption of the proposal or continued support
for a knowledge-rich, classics-based approach.

Response. In response to public comments, the SBOE took ac-
tion to adopt the new ELAR TEKS for Kindergarten-Grade 12
as amended in June 2026 to ensure students read a common
literary canon providing a knowledge-rich, classically-based ap-
proach and preserve local autonomy to meet student needs.

Comment. Fourteen teachers, one administrator, three parents,
and three community members stated that the required reading
lists are too extensive to teach effectively within available instruc-
tional time while also addressing ELAR TEKS, writing, gram-
mar, intervention, assessment preparation, and student needs.
The commenters explained that excessive required texts and im-
balance across genres may lead to rushed coverage, reduced
depth of analysis, limited student choice, and less time for skill
development. The commenters requested a shorter or more
flexible list, often suggesting one or two core works per grade
or a recommended menu rather than a broad mandate.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal
to provide a short, flexible list or menu of works per grade level
as HB 1605 required the SBOE to adopt a required literary list
per grade level. The adopted list represents a minimum num-
ber of works required to be taught per grade level, allowing local
school systems to identify additional texts and allow students the
ability to self-select texts each school year. Local decision-mak-
ing authority to select additional instructional materials that align
with TEKS is preserved by 19 TAC §67.63 and newly adopted
rule text in Chapters 110 and 128 that requires districts to adopt
additional texts to support instruction.

Comment. Eighty teachers, eight administrators, forty-two par-
ents, thirty-seven community members, and five university/col-
lege staff members stated that the proposed reading lists do not
adequately reflect the cultural, racial, linguistic, gender, religious,
or lived-experience diversity of Texas students and communities.
The commenters explained that students benefit from texts that
function as both mirrors and windows by representing their own
experiences while also exposing them to broader perspectives,
authors, cultures, and histories. The commenters requested re-
visions to include more diverse, representative, and in many
cases contemporary works so the lists better reflect Texas class-
rooms.

Response. In response to public comments, the SBOE took ac-
tion to adopt the new ELAR TEKS for Kindergarten-Grade 12 as
amended in June 2026 to balance a canon of common literature
with the need for local autonomy to meet student needs. Local
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decision-making authority to select additional instructional ma-
terials that align with TEKS is preserved by 19 TAC §67.63 and
newly adopted rule text in Chapters 110 and 128 that requires
districts to adopt additional texts to support instruction.

Comment. Thirteen teachers, two counselors, two adminis-
trators, twenty-five parents, twenty-one community members,
one university/college staff member, and two out-of-state com-
menters stated that the process for developing or revising the
literary works lists lacked sufficient transparency, rationale, or
meaningful input from educators, parents, scholars, librarians,
and community stakeholders. The commenters explained that
text selection should be informed by classroom expertise, clear
criteria, public review, and evidence of grade-level and stan-
dards alignment. The commenters requested additional review,
educator-led work groups, stakeholder committees, or a more
transparent revision process before adoption.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal
for additional review, educator input, and a more transparent re-
vision process. Input was collected through the Educators Sur-
vey for Statewide Required Literary Works List in Texas con-
ducted in February 2025 and data and research presented dur-
ing SBOE meetings from September 2025 to June 2026. A pub-
lic posting of the research and the recommendations on the HB
1605 and Instructional Materials Review and Approval website
allowed for greater transparency prior to consideration of first
reading proposals.

Comment. Twenty teachers, four parents, and two community
members stated that several texts may not be developmen-
tally appropriate or engaging for elementary students. The
commenters explained that some selections do not align with
students' reading levels, interests, or instructional needs and
may reduce motivation and comprehension. The commenters
requested reconsideration of specific titles and greater attention
to age appropriateness and engagement.

Response. In response to public comments, the SBOE took ac-
tion to adopt the new ELAR TEKS for Kindergarten-Grade 12 as
amended with consideration for age appropriateness, Lexile lev-
els, and engagement. The adopted lists take into consideration
extensive research that resulted in the assembly of a compre-
hensive list of over 10,000 titles cross-referenced with a survey
of responses from over 5,700 Texas teachers. This source ma-
terial resulted in the SBOE's adopted literary works lists that rep-
resent a variety of text types and genres to support the develop-
ment of student proficiency for the specific TEKS in each grade
level.

Comment. One teacher offered a proposed list of alternative
Grade 8 reading and language arts selections and reading selec-
tions. The commenter identified multiple literary, informational,
poetic, dramatic, and contemporary works that could support
instruction, including selections by Ray Bradbury, Edgar Allan
Poe, Langston Hughes, Gary Soto, Frederick Douglass, Bryan
Stevenson, and other authors. The commenter requested ap-
proval or consideration of those alternative texts for the Grade 8
curriculum.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenter's proposal
related to consideration of alternative texts for the Grade 8 cur-
riculum. Local decision-making authority to select additional in-
structional materials that align with TEKS is preserved by 19 TAC
§67.63 and newly adopted rule text in Chapters 110 and 128 that
requires districts to adopt additional texts to support instruction
in all TEKS.

Comment. One administrator stated concern that changing
Grade 8 TEKS to focus on Texas may disadvantage students
when they reach high school. The commenter explained that
spreading U.S. history across grade levels may prevent students
from understanding the subject coherently and raised concerns
about ideological framing. The commenter requested recon-
sideration of the history sequence and its effect on students'
broader historical understanding.

Response. This comment is outside the scope of the proposed
rulemaking.

Comment. One parent stated concern that the required literary
works list relies too heavily on excerpts and short texts while
also including religious content. The commenter explained that
complete novels may provide stronger academic rigor than frag-
mented selections and raised concern about the religious con-
tent of the list. The commenter requested inclusion of full-length
novels that meet or exceed grade-level expectations while ad-
dressing concerns about religious material.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal
to remove or reconsider required religious texts because TEC,
§28.002(a)(2)(G), requires instruction in religious literature and
its impact on literature and history as part of the required curricu-
lum, a statutory requirement affirmed by Texas Attorney General
Opinion No. KP-0503 (RQ-0621-KP) as issued on November
17, 2025. In response to public comment, the SBOE took ac-
tion to adopt the new ELAR TEKS for Kindergarten-Grade 12
as amended with consideration for the inclusion of at least two
full-length novels that meet or exceed grade-level expectations
in Grades 3-12.

Comment. One teacher stated strong support for the mandatory
Grade 7 reading list. The commenter explained that the selec-
tions are appropriate, realistic, relevant, diverse, and likely to
promote meaningful student growth and classroom discussion.
The commenter requested that the SBOE move forward with the
proposal.

Response. In response to public comments, the SBOE took ac-
tion to adopt the new ELAR TEKS for Kindergarten-Grade 12 as
amended with consideration for age-appropriateness, cross-cur-
ricular connections, text complexity, and statutory compliance.

Comment. One teacher stated support for including Night on
the middle school literary works list. The commenter explained
that the memoir supports literary analysis, historical awareness,
evidence-based discussion, analytical writing, and reflection on
resilience, prejudice, moral responsibility, and indifference. The
commenter requested that Night remain included on the middle
school list.

Response. The SBOE agrees and took action to adopt the new
ELAR TEKS for Kindergarten-Grade 12 as amended with the
inclusion of Night in the middle school list.

Comment. One teacher stated that The Giver is typically as-
signed in Grade 7 rather than Grade 8. The commenter ex-
plained that the current proposed placement may not align with
common instructional practice. The commenter requested re-
consideration of The Giver's grade-level placement.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenter's proposal
to move The Giverto Grade 7. Educator feedback indicated that
many districts teach the same title in a variety of grade levels.
The genre, Lexile level, TEKS alignment, and content are ap-
propriate for Grade 8 students. However, the adopted rule text
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allows local districts to identify SBOE adopted literary works ti-
tles to be read at or before the SBOE designated grade.

Comment. One counselor stated that To Kill a Mockingbird is
more appropriate for high school than intermediate or middle
school. The commenter explained that the text should not be
treated as a middle school selection. The commenter requested
reconsideration of the text's grade-level placement.

Response. The SBOE provides the following clarification. To
Kill a Mockingbird was considered for discussion but was not
approved for first reading and filing authorization. Local deci-
sion-making authority to select additional instructional materials
that align with TEKS is preserved by 19 TAC §67.63 and newly
adopted rule text in Chapters 110 and 128 that requires districts
to adopt additional texts to support instruction.

Comment. Two teachers stated that Across Five Aprils is out-
dated, linguistically difficult, and unlikely to engage many Grade
6 students. The commenters explained that dialect, historical
phrasing, high text complexity, and limited perspective may
create barriers for standard readers, English learners, neuro-
divergent students, and struggling readers. The commenters
requested more current and accessible texts that still support
rigor, historical understanding, world cultures, and critical think-
ing.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal
and took action to adopt the new ELAR TEKS for Grade 6 with
the inclusion of Across Five Aprils. The selection of this text pro-
vides age-appropriate, rigorous text aligned with cross curricular
connections to Social Studies to support student learning and en-
gagement. Local districts maintain authority to select additional
texts which may include more contemporary titles.

Comment. Two teachers stated that All Creatures Great and
Smallis too advanced for required Grade 6 instruction. The com-
menters explained that the book's length, advanced vocabulary,
British slang, technical veterinary terminology, mature content,
and instructional time demands may exceed Grade 6 readiness.
The commenters requested a shorter and more accessible alter-
native for middle school students.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal
and took action to adopt the new ELAR TEKS for Grades 6-8 with
the inclusion of All Creatures Great and Small. The selection
of this text considers Lexile level, vocabulary, age-appropriate
content, and instructional time demands supportive of Grade 6
TEKS.

Comment. One teacher and one administrator stated that Holo-
caust-centered texts are repeated or misplaced across middle
school grades. The commenters explained that repeated Holo-
caust-focused reading may narrow students' exposure to other
literature and should be aligned more intentionally with history
content by grade level. The commenters requested revisions to
reduce repetition and improve placement within the broader se-
quence of texts.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' recom-
mendation to reduce the repetition of Holocaust-focused texts.
Stakeholder feedback, including input from the Texas Holocaust,
Genocide, and Antisemitism Advisory Commission, supports the
inclusion of this content and its grade-level placement in the
adopted lists. Furthermore, TEC, §29.9072, requires instruction
that includes information about the history of and lessons learned
from the Holocaust.

Comment. Twenty-eight teachers, three administrators, one
parent, and three university/college staff members stated that
several assigned texts are not age appropriate or well placed
for middle school students due to high Lexile levels, mature
content, and archaic sentence structures. The commenters ex-
plained that selections such as The Giver, To Kill a Mockingbird,
The Diary of a Young Girl, Great Expectations, Dante’s Inferno,
All Creatures Great and Small, and related works may require
more maturity, vocabulary support, or background knowledge
than many middle school students possess. The commenters
requested reconsideration of text grade-level placement so rigor
is preserved without hindering comprehension or connection.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenter's proposal
to reconsider text placement based on age appropriateness,
Lexile level, and archaic language. The literary works lists
were intentionally developed to support engagement in the
progression of complex texts from Kindergarten-Grade 12. The
literary works lists include a variety of text types and genres to
preserve rigor, age-appropriate content, and Lexile readability.

Comment. Two teachers and one community member stated
that the Grade 7 list lacks coherence, balance, and sufficient
fit with student needs. The commenters explained that reading
levels vary widely, thematic or historical connections are weak,
and the narrow selection may not include enough award-win-
ning or engaging options for different learners. The commenters
requested revisions so the Grade 7 list better reflects grade-
level expectations, student interests, and a coherent set of text
choices.

Response. In response to public comments, the SBOE took ac-
tion to adopt the new ELAR TEKS for Grade 7 as amended in
June 2026 with consideration for age appropriateness, accessi-
bility, TEKS alignment, and rigor.

Comment. Three teachers and one counselor stated that the list
should preserve teacher and district choice. The commenters
explained that classrooms differ and that educators and librar-
ians need flexibility to select texts aligned with student read-
ing levels, interests, cultural backgrounds, instructional needs,
units of study, and TEKS. The commenters requested that the
list function as a recommended framework or otherwise allow
professional discretion instead of a rigid statewide requirement.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with commenters' proposal
that the list function as a recommended framework or other-
wise allow professional discretion. In alignment with HB 1605,
the adopted SBOE literary works lists represent the minimum
requirements for texts to be read by and for students at each
grade level. Local decision-making authority to select additional
instructional materials that align with TEKS is preserved by 19
TAC §67.63 and newly adopted rule text in Chapters 110 and
128 that requires districts to adopt additional texts to support in-
struction.

Comment. Two teachers, one counselor, and one university/col-
lege staff member stated that the proposed book choices do not
align clearly with cross-curricular history goals or coordinated in-
structional planning. The commenters explained that several se-
lections appear disconnected from the grade-level social studies
sequence, which may reduce coherence and make integrated
instruction more difficult. The commenters requested clearer
alignment, greater transparency about title selection, and more
flexibility for teachers to choose texts that support connected in-
struction.
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Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal
for clearer alignment, greater transparency, and flexibility. The
SBOE's adopted literary works lists represent a variety of text
types and genres to support the development of student profi-
ciency for the specific TEKS in each grade level and cross-curric-
ular connections where possible. The SBOE disagrees with the
commenters' proposal for more flexibility for teachers to choose
texts since HB 1605 requires the adoption of a literary works list
by grade level. Local decision-making authority to select addi-
tional instructional materials that align with TEKS is preserved
by 19 TAC §67.63 and newly adopted rule text in Chapters 110
and 128 that requires districts to adopt additional texts to support
instruction. The adopted lists take into consideration extensive
research that resulted in the assembly of a comprehensive list of
over 10,000 titles cross-referenced with a survey of responses
from over 5,700 Texas teachers.

Comment. Two teachers, one counselor, one administrator,
and one parent stated that the required list is too long to allow
full TEKS coverage and deep instruction. The commenters
explained that multiple long works would crowd out writing,
grammar, argumentative and other genres, individualized learn-
ing, discussion, and analysis. The commenters requested a
shorter list, such as one common text per grade or one book per
quarter, so teachers can maintain rigor while preserving depth
and flexibility.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal
for a shorter list to allow for full TEKS coverage and deep in-
struction since TEC, §31.101, requires that each district provides
each student with instructional materials that cover all TEKS.
Local decision-making authority to select additional instructional
materials that align with TEKS is preserved by 19 TAC §67.63
and newly adopted rule text in Chapters 110 and 128 that re-
quires districts to adopt additional texts to support instruction.

Comment. One teacher stated support for retaining The Raven
as an English Il selection. The commenter explained that the
poem is engaging for Grade 10 students and provides strong op-
portunities to analyze author's craft, tone, poetic structure, and
literary technique. The commenter requested continued inclu-
sion of The Raven in the English Il list.

Response. The SBOE agrees and took action to adopt the new
ELAR TEKS for English Il with the inclusion of The Raven.

Comment. One community member stated support for the pro-
posed list's renewed emphasis on classical literature. The com-
menter requested continued support for classical literature as
part of the required literary works list.

Response. The SBOE agrees and took action to adopt the new
ELAR TEKS for Grades 9-12 in June 2026 with consideration for
classical literature.

Comment. One community member stated that Hawthorne
texts should be removed from the English Il required list. The
commenter explained that The Scarlet Letter and The Minister’s
Black Veil use difficult nineteenth-century language and present
dark or gendered themes that the commenter viewed as inap-
propriate or unhelpful for high school students. The commenter
requested that those Hawthorne selections not be required for
English lII.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenter's proposal
to remove The Scarlet Letter and The Minister’s Black Veil.
Stakeholder feedback indicated that many of the proposed titles
were used in a variety of grade levels and that the concepts,

themes, and language are suitable for high school developmen-
tal and academic abilities.

Comment. One teacher stated that The Great Gatsby should be
removed from the list because the commenter viewed it as hav-
ing limited literary, historical, or philosophical value for average
high school students. The commenter explained that districts
may require novels without adequately purchasing them for stu-
dents and questioned whether the novel's treatment of wealth
and capitalism remains useful. The commenter requested re-
placing The Great Gatsby with works viewed as more valuable
and accessible.

Response. The SBOE provides the following clarification. The
Great Gatsby was not included in the literary lists as proposed.

Comment. Five teachers, two administrators, and one parent
stated that Dante’s Inferno is too complex for on-level sopho-
mores. The commenters explained that the text requires ex-
tensive vocabulary, historical and theological context, figurative
interpretation, and sustained engagement with difficult material
that many Grade 10 students may not be prepared to access.
The commenters requested limiting the selection to excerpts or
anchor cantos, using structured summaries, moving the work to
a later grade level, or reserving it for more advanced study.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal
that The Inferno be moved to a later grade level or reserved
for more advanced study. The concepts, themes, and language
are considered suitable for high school developmental and aca-
demic abilities. The literary works list includes a variety of text
types and genres to preserve rigor, age-appropriate content, and
Lexile readability.

Comment. Four teachers stated that English IV selections
should better support college readiness, contemporary rele-
vance, and senior engagement. The commenters explained that
some proposed works may not connect strongly to current is-
sues, postsecondary expectations, or student motivation, while
other authors and texts may better support advanced analysis.
The commenters requested reconsideration of selections such
as Pride and Prejudice or Walden and consideration of works
such as 7984 or other rigorous, relevant alternatives.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal
to reconsider selections such as Pride and Prejudice or Walden.
The concepts, themes, and language are considered suitable for
high school developmental and academic abilities. Local deci-
sion-making authority to select additional instructional materials
that align with TEKS is preserved by 19 TAC §67.63 and newly
adopted rule text in Chapters 110 and 128 that requires districts
to adopt additional texts to support instruction in all TEKS.

Comment. Four teachers stated that Fahrenheit 451 is better
suited to an earlier grade level than English Ill. The commenters
explained that the text has often been taught successfully with
younger students and may not provide the level of rigor or Amer-
ican literature alignment expected for juniors. The commenters
requested moving the text to an earlier course or replacing it in
English Ill with works such as The Great Gatsby or The Crucible.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal
to move Fahrenheit 451 to an earlier course or replace it in Eng-
lish Il with works such as The Great Gatsby or The Crucible.
The concepts, themes, and language are considered suitable
for developmental and academic abilities for English IIl. In addi-
tion, the adopted rule text allows local districts to identify SBOE
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adopted literary works titles to be read at or before the SBOE
designated grade.

Comment. One administrator and one parent stated that ideo-
logical economic or political texts should not be required in Eng-
lish lll. The commenters explained that works by Ayn Rand or
Thomas Sowell present specific economic or political theories
that may be better suited to other courses with fuller context.
The commenters requested removal or replacement with texts
more appropriate for literary study.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal
to remove or replace works by Ayn Rand or Thomas Sowell.
The concepts, theories, themes, and language are considered
suitable for developmental and academic abilities for English 111

Comment. Twelve teachers stated that local educators and
districts should retain flexibility in selecting high school texts.
The commenters explained that a single statewide list may not
account for student readiness, course level, district curriculum,
AP and dual-credit requirements, community context, parent
opt-out logistics, or student engagement. The commenters
requested an approved menu, reduced requirement, or other
structure that preserves professional judgment and local in-
structional decision-making.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal
for an approved menu and reduced requirement. HB 1605 re-
quires the adoption of a literary works list for each grade level.
Flexibility is granted through local decision-making authority to
select additional instructional materials that align with TEKS and
is preserved by 19 TAC §67.63 and newly adopted rule text in
Chapters 110 and 128 that requires districts to adopt additional
texts to support instruction.

Comment. Five teachers stated that the English Ill list should
broaden the range of American literature rather than centering
difficult or narrow selections such as The Scarlet Letter or
Fahrenheit 451. The commenters explained that English IlI
traditionally supports broader study of U.S. literary movements,
American themes, and works that engage diverse students. The
commenters requested inclusion of alternatives such as The
Great Gatsby, A Raisin in the Sun, Their Eyes Were Watching
God, or shorter American works that better support engagement
and course focus.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal
to include alternatives such as The Great Gatsby, A Raisin in
the Sun, Their Eyes Were Watching God, or shorter American
works as the literary works lists were intentionally developed with
grade-level differentiation to support engagement in the progres-
sion of complex texts from Kindergarten-Grade 12. Flexibility is
preserved in local decision-making authority to select additional
instructional materials that align with TEKS and is preserved by
19 TAC §67.63 and newly adopted rule text in Chapters 110 and
128 that requires districts to adopt additional texts to support in-
struction.

Comment. Six teachers, one parent, and one community mem-
ber stated that the high school lists need clearer literary, histor-
ical, and grade-level sequencing. The commenters explained
that misplaced texts, uneven progression, limited nonfiction in-
tegration, and weak connections to world, U.S., or Texas history
may make it harder for students to build background knowledge
and understand literary eras coherently. The commenters re-
quested revisions that restore a more logical sequence and im-
prove cross-curricular alignment.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal
for revisions as the literary works lists were intentionally devel-
oped with grade-level differentiation to support engagement in
the progression of complex texts from Kindergarten-Grade 12
and to include a variety of text types and genres so that rigor is
preserved without hindering comprehension or connection.

Comment. Two teachers stated that the lists should prioritize
more engaging and contemporary texts for current students. The
commenters explained that overly difficult, unrelatable, or low-in-
terest selections may increase reliance on summaries or Al tools
rather than authentic reading and may weaken reading moti-
vation. The commenters requested newer, more relevant, and
more motivating works that still preserve literary value and ana-
lytical rigor.

Response. In response to public comments, the SBOE took ac-
tion to adopt the new ELAR TEKS for Kindergarten-Grade 12
as amended in June 2026 with consideration for text relevancy,
literary value, and rigor. Local decision-making authority to se-
lect additional instructional materials that align with TEKS is pre-
served by 19 TAC §67.63 and newly adopted rule text in Chap-
ters 110 and 128 that requires districts to adopt additional texts
to support instruction.

Comment. Six teachers, two administrators, one parent, and
one community member stated that the proposed high school
reading workload exceeds realistic instructional time. The com-
menters explained that multiple lengthy works and supplemental
texts could reduce time for TEKS coverage, end-of-course
preparation, AP requirements, writing instruction, informational
and argumentative reading, and deeper analysis. The com-
menters requested a shorter list, fewer full-length requirements,
clearer pacing guidance, or greater flexibility so instruction can
maintain depth and quality.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal
for a shorter list as the literary works list were intentionally se-
lected to include a variety of text types and genres so that rigor
is preserved without hindering comprehension or connection.
The SBOE also disagrees with the commenters' proposal for
clearer pacing guidance. TEC, §28.002(i), does not allow the
SBOE to adopt rules that designate the methodology used by a
teacher or the time spent by a teacher or a student on a par-
ticular task or subject. In response to public comments, the
SBOE took action to adopt the new ELAR TEKS for Kinder-
garten-Grade 12 as amended in June 2026. The SBOE also ap-
proved a staggered implementation of the new TEKS as follows:
Kindergarten-Grade 5, 2030-2031; Grade 6, 2031-2032; Grades
7 and 8, 2032-2033; and high school, 2033-2034. The staggered
implementation addresses time, pacing, resources, and work-
load. Flexibility is maintained through local decision-making au-
thority to select additional instructional materials that align with
TEKS and is preserved by 19 TAC §67.63 and newly adopted
rule text in Chapters 110 and 128 that requires districts to adopt
additional texts to support instruction.

Comment. Three teachers and one community member stated
that the proposed lists should differentiate expectations for
learner populations and course tracks. The commenters ex-
plained that emergent bilingual students, on-level students,
honors students, advanced students, and students in special-
ized programs need different levels of scaffolding, text length,
and access points while maintaining rigorous standards. The
commenters requested smaller lists, excerpts, separate ex-
pectations, or other flexible approaches aligned to language
proficiency, course pathway, and learner need.
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Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal
for smaller lists, excerpts, separate expectations, or other flexi-
ble approaches. The literary works lists were intentionally devel-
oped to support age-appropriate content and engagement with a
progression of complex texts from Kindergarten-Grade 12. The
adopted lists include consideration for text types, genres, Lexile
levels, and Spanish language texts to support the development
of student proficiency for the specific TEKS in each grade. Local
decision-making authority to select additional instructional ma-
terials that align with TEKS is preserved by 19 TAC §67.63 and
newly adopted rule text in Chapters 110 and 128 that requires
districts to adopt additional texts to support instruction.

Comment. Four teachers and one parent stated that the Shake-
speare sequence should be more traditional, accessible, and
teachable across high school. The commenters explained that
Romeo and Juliet, Julius Caesar, Macbeth, Hamlet, or compa-
rable alternatives should be placed in grades where students
can best engage with language, character, conflict, and theme.
The commenters requested a clearer Shakespeare progression,
including consideration of Romeo and Juliet for freshmen and
Macbeth as an alternative to less accessible placements.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal
for a clearer Shakespeare progression, including consideration
of Romeo and Juliet for freshmen and Macbeth as an alterna-
tive to less accessible placements. The literary works lists were
intentionally selected to include a variety of text types and gen-
res to support the development of student proficiency for the
specific TEKS in each grade. Local decision-making authority
to select additional instructional materials that align with TEKS
is preserved by 19 TAC §67.63 and newly adopted rule text in
Chapters 110 and 128 that requires districts to adopt additional
texts to support instruction.

Comment. Seventy-one teachers, three counselors, twenty-four
administrators, one hundred parents, fifty community members,
five university/college staff members, and two out-of-state com-
menters stated broad opposition to including Bible passages,
biblical stories, or other religious texts as required readings in
public schools because of constitutional concerns related to the
First Amendment, the Establishment Clause, religious freedom,
and the separation of church and state. Commenters explained
that public education should remain secular, inclusive, and
focused on academic instruction rather than required engage-
ment with religious content. The commenters explained that
required religious texts may create legal, pedagogical, or inclu-
sion concerns if they privilege one tradition or lack clear secular
instructional purpose and safeguards. The commenters stated
that the inclusion of biblical or other religious texts in required
reading raises concerns about constitutional neutrality, opt-out
procedures, and instructional guidance in public schools. The
commenters requested removal, reconsideration, or clearer
guardrails to ensure legally sound, neutral, and inclusive imple-
mentation.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal
to remove or reconsider required religious texts because TEC,
§28.002(a)(2)(G), requires instruction in religious literature and
its impact on literature and history as part of the required curricu-
lum, a statutory requirement affirmed by Texas Attorney General
Opinion No. KP-0503 (RQ-0621-KP) as issued on November
17, 2025.

Comment. Thirteen teachers, three administrators, twenty
parents, sixteen community members, and one out-of-state
commenter stated that biblical references and related religious

texts can support literary, historical, cultural, and interdisci-
plinary understanding when presented as academic content
rather than devotional instruction. Commenters noted that these
selections may provide background knowledge for Western
literature, founding documents, symbolism, civic traditions, and
broader cultural literacy. The commenters requested that the
SBOE approve or retain biblical references and related works
as literary or historical selections within the required literary
works list.

Response. In response to public comments, the SBOE took ac-
tion to adopt the new ELAR TEKS for Kindergarten-Grade 12 as
amended in June 2026 with consideration for literary, historical,
cultural, and interdisciplinary relevance.

Comment. Thirty-six teachers, one counselor, six adminis-
trators, twenty-two parents, fourteen community members,
two university/college staff members, and two out-of-state
commenters stated that public school teachers are trained to
teach reading, writing, and literature rather than theology or
religious doctrine. Commenters explained that required biblical
or religious texts could place educators in difficult positions
involving interpretation, parent concerns, student questions,
denominational differences, or accusations of promoting or
rejecting religious beliefs. The commenters stated that re-
ligious texts are not necessary to meet ELAR instructional
goals and may not align clearly with TEKS, literacy priorities,
student engagement, or academic merit. Commenters ex-
plained that comparable secular literature can teach themes
such as morality, perseverance, humility, figurative language,
characterization, and cultural allusion without requiring religious
instruction. The commenters stated that materials they view as
promoting non-Christian, un-American, or harmful ideologies
may be represented. The commenters requested that the
SBOE remove required religious texts or provide clear neutral
guidance, alternatives, and protections so educators are not
required to interpret sacred texts in public school classrooms.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters'
proposal to remove required religious texts because TEC,
§28.002(a)(2)(G), requires instruction in religious literature
and its impact on literature and history as part of the required
curriculum, a statutory requirement affirmed by Texas Attorney
General Opinion No. KP-0503 (RQ-0621-KP) as issued on
November 17, 2025.

Comment. Forty-one teachers, thirty-two administrators, thirty-
four parents, and twenty-two community members stated that
religious texts may have value when studied academically for lit-
erary, historical, sociological, or cultural purposes, but only with
clear safeguards that prevent devotional instruction or state en-
dorsement. Commenters emphasized the need for neutral fram-
ing, legal review, appropriate age placement, optional use, local
discretion, and clear instructional guidance. The commenters
requested that the SBOE revise the lists to ensure any religious
content is optional, balanced, legally reviewed, and taught only
through neutral academic analysis.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal
to make religious texts optional because TEC, §28.002(a)(2)(G),
requires instruction in religious literature and its impact on litera-
ture and history as part of the required curriculum, a statutory
requirement affirmed by Texas Attorney General Opinion No.
KP-0503 (RQ-0621-KP) as issued on November 17, 2025.

Comment.  Ninety-five teachers, three counselors, twelve
administrators, one hundred seventy-nine parents, one hun-
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dred thirty-five community members, and three out-of-state
commenters stated that religious instruction should remain
the responsibility of families, parents, churches, synagogues,
mosques, temples, and other faith communities rather than
public schools. The commenters stated that religious texts
should not be incorporated in a way that privileges one faith
tradition and explained that inclusion would be more appropriate
only if multiple religions and belief systems are represented
equitably. The commenters stated that required religious
readings may exclude, alienate, pressure, or confuse students
from different faith traditions or from nonreligious backgrounds.
The commenters identified concerns that Protestant Christian
or biblical selections appear disproportionate when compared
with limited or absent representation of Islam, Hinduism, Bud-
dhism, Judaism, Indigenous traditions, secular perspectives, or
other worldviews. The commenters requested that the SBOE
either remove religious selections to preserve family authority
over religious education or revise the list to provide balanced,
comparative representation of multiple religious and cultural
traditions.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters'
proposal to remove required religious texts because TEC,
§28.002(a)(2)(G), requires instruction in religious literature and
its impact on literature and history as part of the required curricu-
lum, a statutory requirement affirmed by Texas Attorney General
Opinion No. KP-0503 (RQ-0621-KP) as issued on November
17, 2025. The statute specifically identifies inclusion of the
Hebrew scriptures, including the Old and New Testaments.

Comment. Twenty-four teachers, one counselor, two adminis-
trators, thirty-six parents, and eighteen community members
stated that some required religious texts, translations, or related
works are developmentally inappropriate, too complex, too
long, or poorly matched to the assigned grade levels. The
commenters explained that younger students may not have
the maturity or reading background needed to distinguish aca-
demic study from religious instruction or to understand complex
theological themes and archaic language. The commenters
requested that the SBOE remove, replace, or adjust religious
selections to ensure age-appropriate, readable, and instruction-
ally suitable materials.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters'
proposal to remove required religious texts because TEC,
§28.002(a)(2)(G), requires instruction in religious literature and
its impact on literature and history as part of the required curricu-
lum, a statutory requirement affirmed by Texas Attorney General
Opinion No. KP-0503 (RQ-0621-KP) as issued on November
17, 2025. In response to public comments, the SBOE took
action to adopt the new ELAR TEKS for Kindergarten-Grade
12 as amended in June 2026 with consideration for age-ap-
propriateness, readability, and instructional suitability through
translation choices and specific titles written for children.

Comment. Sixty-one teachers, two administrators, twenty-seven
parents, eighteen community members, one university/college
staff member, and one out-of-state commenter stated that
statewide mandated reading lists limit local district authority,
teacher professional judgment, and classroom flexibility. The
commenters explained that educators and communities are
better positioned to select materials that meet student needs
and that opt-out provisions or required alternatives may create
additional logistical burdens. The commenters requested that
the SBOE reject mandatory statewide lists, convert selections

to optional or recommended resources, restore local control,
and preserve teacher discretion.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal
to reject mandatory statewide lists and convert selections to
optional or recommended resources. HB 1605 required the
SBOE to adopt a required literary list per grade level. Local
decision-making authority to select additional instructional ma-
terials that align with TEKS is preserved by 19 TAC §67.63 and
newly adopted rule text in Chapters 110 and 128 that requires
districts to adopt additional texts to support instruction.

Comment. Four teachers, ten parents, six community mem-
bers, and two university/college staff members stated that the
lists should preserve texts connected to Judeo-Christian values,
classical Western traditions, and moral principles they believe
shaped American society. The commenters described these
selections as important for understanding the nation's found-
ing, civic identity, and personal responsibility. The commenters
requested that the SBOE retain or strengthen required literary
works that emphasize Judeo-Christian, classical, and founda-
tional American texts.

Response. In response to public comments, the SBOE took ac-
tion to adopt the new ELAR TEKS for Kindergarten-Grade 12 as
amended in June 2026 with consideration for Judeo-Christian,
classical, and foundational American texts.

Comment. Thirteen teachers, seventeen parents, and twelve
community members stated that the proposed reading lists
overemphasize white, Western, Christian, Protestant, or
ideologically narrow perspectives while underrepresenting con-
temporary, multicultural, female, global, regional, and diverse
literary voices. The commenters explained that this imbalance
may limit students' exposure to broad cultural, historical, and
literary traditions and may not prepare students for participation
in a pluralistic society. The commenters requested that the
SBOE revise the lists to include a wider range of authors,
traditions, genres, critical thinking, and perspectives.

Response. In response to public comments, the SBOE took ac-
tion to adopt the new ELAR TEKS for Kindergarten-Grade 12 as
amended in June 2026 with consideration for a wide range of
authors, traditions, genres, and perspectives.

Comment. One teacher stated that additional instruction should
be included in the standards and explained that understanding
constitutional processes supports student knowledge of govern-
ment and civic systems. The commenter described the impor-
tance of teaching how amendments are proposed and ratified.
The commenter requested adding this content to the standards.

Response. This comment is outside the scope of the proposed
rulemaking.

Comment. One teacher stated that the curriculum omits impor-
tant perspectives and explained that exclusion of certain groups
may reduce historical accuracy and student understanding. The
commenter described the importance of including diverse histo-
ries and perspectives. The commenter requested inclusion of
additional content to improve representation.

Response. This comment is outside the scope of the proposed
rulemaking.

Comment. One teacher and one community member stated op-
position to the proposed curriculum and explained that the mate-
rials may not be engaging, current, or appropriately designed for
students. The commenters described concerns about presen-
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tation, instructional quality, and potential legal implications. The
commenters requested that the curriculum not be adopted and
that alternative materials be considered.

Response. This comment is outside the scope of the proposed
rulemaking.

Comment. One parent and one community member stated sup-
port for the proposed standards and explained that the curricu-
lum should emphasize civic knowledge, liberty, and Texas and
American perspectives. The commenters described apprecia-
tion for the development process. The commenters requested
adoption of the proposal as written.

Response. In response to public comments, the SBOE took ac-
tion to adopt the new ELAR TEKS for Kindergarten-Grade 12 as
amended in June 2026.

SUBCHAPTER A. ELEMENTARY
19 TAC §110.10

STATUTORY AUTHORITY. The new section is adopted under
Texas Education Code (TEC), §28.002(c-4), as added by House
Bill 1605, 88th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2023, which
requires the State Board of Education, in adopting essential
knowledge and skills for English language arts under TEC,
§28.002(a)(1)(A), to specify a list of required vocabulary and at
least one literary work to be taught in each grade level.

CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE. The new section imple-
ments Texas Education Code, §28.002(c-4), as added by House
Bill 1605, 88th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2023.

$§110.10.  Literary Works Lists, Kindergarten-Grade 5, Adopted 2026.

(a) This section implements the requirements of Texas Educa-
tion Code (TEC), §28.002(c-4), and, in conjunction with Chapter 113
of this title (relating to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for So-
cial Studies), implements the requirements of TEC, §28.002(a)(2)(G),
(h), and (h-1). These Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills will be im-
plemented in the 2030-2031 school year, in conjunction with §§110.2-
110.7 of this chapter (relating to English Language Arts and Read-
ing, Kindergarten, Adopted 2017; English Language Arts and Reading,
Grade 1, Adopted 2017; English Language Arts and Reading, Grade 2,
Adopted 2017; English Language Arts and Reading, Grade 3, Adopted
2017; English Language Arts and Reading, Grade 4, Adopted 2017,
and English Language Arts and Reading, Grade 5, Adopted 2017).

(b) The literary works included in the figures in subsection
(f)(1)-(6) of this section shall be included in instruction at or before
the designated grade level. Each required literary work shall be read
in its entirety unless otherwise indicated in the figures in subsection
(H)(1)-(6) of this section.

(c) Students shall demonstrate proficiency in the student ex-
pectations described in §§110.2-110.7 of this chapter (relating to Eng-
lish Language Arts and Reading, Kindergarten, Adopted 2017; English
Language Arts and Reading, Grade 1, Adopted 2017; English Lan-
guage Arts and Reading, Grade 2, Adopted 2017; English Language
Arts and Reading, Grade 3, Adopted 2017; English Language Arts
and Reading, Grade 4, Adopted 2017; and English Language Arts and
Reading, Grade 5, Adopted 2017) using, at a minimum, the required
literary works listed in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(6) of this sec-
tion. The literary works required by this section represent a portion of
the literary works to be read by or for students in that grade and do not
include texts that would cover all of the essential knowledge and skills
for that grade. Additional literary works to be used in instruction must
be selected at the local level, which may be accomplished by using
literary works provided in a local adoption of instructional materials.

When making local selections of additional literary works for instruc-
tion in English language arts and reading, school districts and charter
schools should include texts that cover the remainder of the essential
knowledge and skills and prioritize content that reinforces required stu-
dent expectations of knowledge from other subjects, including social
studies. Additional locally selected literary works must be of similar
rigor as required by the list in the figure for the given grade level.

(d) Research consistently shows that print-based reading sup-
ports stronger comprehension and retention than screen-based reading.
It is strongly recommended that students read from printed versions of
required literary works as opposed to digital copies on digital devices.

(e) Students in Kindergarten-Grade 4 are still developing pro-
ficiency in beginning reading and writing skills. Specific reading ma-
terial used to develop those reading and writing skills, including de-
codable readers and grammar and handwriting guidance documents,
are necessary to support that instruction but are not referenced in this
section. Student expectations related to listening and speaking in those
grades can be supported by exposing students to a range of literary
works with more complex vocabulary. Consequently, certain literary
works required by this section in Kindergarten-Grade 4 are noted as
being recommended for implementation as being read aloud to the stu-
dent as noted in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(6) of this section. Even
if a literary work is listed with a recommendation that it be read aloud,
it may be read directly by students when appropriate, potentially with
adult assistance. If a literary work is not listed with a recommendation
that it be read aloud, it must be read by students, with adult assistance
where necessary.

(f) The literary works lists to be used by school districts and
charter schools are provided in the figures in this subsection.

(1) Kindergarten list, entitled "Required Literary Works -
Kindergarten."
Figure: 19 TAC §110.10(f)(1)

(2) Grade 1 list, entitled "Required Literary Works - Grade
1 .ll
Figure: 19 TAC §110.10()(2)

(3) Grade 2 list, entitled "Required Literary Works - Grade
2."
Figure: 19 TAC §110.10(f)(3)

(4) Grade 3 list, entitled "Required Literary Works - Grade
3 . n
Figure: 19 TAC §110.10(f)(4)

(5) Grade 4 list, entitled "Required Literary Works - Grade
4."
Figure: 19 TAC §110.10(f)(5)

(6) Grade 5 list, entitled "Required Literary Works - Grade
5."
Figure: 19 TAC §110.10(f)(6)

(g) For each literary work that has an associated International
Standard Book Number (ISBN), the ISBN is included in the figures
in subsection (f)(1)-(6) of this section. For literary works without an
ISBN, the Texas Education Agency (TEA) shall maintain a website
providing information on how to identify the specific version of the
literary work. Some literary works are available in multiple versions,
and, as such, districts and charter schools shall use a version of each
required literary work that includes text that is identical to the version
featured in the ISBN listed in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(6) of this
section or the information maintained on the TEA website.

(h) Inaccordance with TEC, §26.010, a parent retains the right
to temporarily remove the parent's child from instruction in a required
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literary work that conflicts with the parent's religious or moral beliefs
if the parent presents or delivers to the teacher of the parent's child a
written statement authorizing the removal of the child from the instruc-
tion. If a graded assignment or local assessment is based solely on the
content of a required literary work for which a parent exercised a right
under TEC, §26.010, the school district or charter school is encour-
aged, but not required, to provide an alternative graded assignment or
local assessment that is based on an alternative literary work provided
for the student who was removed from instruction.

(i) Inthe event the commissioner of education determines that
a literary work required in any of the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(6)
of this section is no longer available at a reasonable cost at the vol-
ume required for implementation across the state, the commissioner
shall report that finding to the State Board of Education (SBOE), and
the SBOE may consider an amendment to remove that specific literary
work from the relevant figure, subject to holding two board meetings
for a first and second reading without a separate meeting for discussion
before first reading.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603567

Cristina De La Fuente-Valadez

Director, Rulemaking

Texas Education Agency

Effective date: July 1, 2027

Proposal publication date: May 15, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 475-1497

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER B. MIDDLE SCHOOL
19 TAC §110.30

STATUTORY AUTHORITY. The new section is adopted under
Texas Education Code (TEC), §28.002(c-4), as added by House
Bill 1605, 88th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2023, which
requires the State Board of Education, in adopting essential
knowledge and skills for English language arts under TEC,
§28.002(a)(1)(A), to specify a list of required vocabulary and at
least one literary work to be taught in each grade level.

CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE. The new section imple-
ments Texas Education Code, §28.002(c-4), as added by House
Bill 1605, 88th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2023.

$110.30.  Literary Works Lists, Grades 6-8, Adopted 2026.

(a) This section implements the requirements of Texas Educa-
tion Code (TEC), §28.002(c-4), and, in conjunction with Chapter 113
of this title (relating to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for So-
cial Studies), implements the requirements of TEC, §28.002(a)(2)(G),
(h), and (h-1). The provisions of this section applicable to Grade 6
shall be implemented beginning with the 2031-2032 school year, in
conjunction with §110.22 of this chapter (relating to English Language
Arts and Reading, Grade 6, Adopted 2017). The provisions of this sec-
tion applicable to Grades 7 and 8 shall be implemented beginning with
the 2032-2033 school year, in conjunction with §110.23 of this chap-
ter (relating to English Language Arts and Reading, Grade 7, Adopted
2017) and §110.24 of this chapter (relating to English Language Arts
and Reading, Grade 8, Adopted 2017).

(b) The literary works included in the figures in subsection
(H)(1)-(3) of this section shall be included in instruction at or before
the designated grade level. Each required literary work shall be read
in its entirety unless otherwise indicated in the figures in subsection
(H)(1)-(3) of this section.

(c) Students shall demonstrate proficiency in the student ex-
pectations described in §§110.22-110.24 of this chapter (relating to
English Language Arts and Reading, Grade 6, Adopted 2017; English
Language Arts and Reading, Grade 7, Adopted 2017; and English Lan-
guage Arts and Reading, Grade 8, Adopted 2017) using, at a minimum,
the required literary works listed in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(3)
of this section. The literary works required by this section represent a
portion of the literary works to be read by students in that grade and do
not include texts that would cover all of the essential knowledge and
skills for that grade. Additional literary works to be used in instruction
must be selected at the local level, which may be accomplished by using
literary works provided in a local adoption of instructional materials.
When making local selections of additional literary works for instruc-
tion in English language arts and reading, school districts and charter
schools should include texts that cover the remainder of the essential
knowledge and skills and prioritize content that reinforces required stu-
dent expectations of knowledge from other subjects, including social
studies. Additional locally selected literary works must be of similar
rigor as required by the list in the figure for the given grade level.

(d) Research consistently shows that print-based reading sup-
ports stronger comprehension and retention than screen-based reading.
It is strongly recommended that students read from printed versions of
required literary works as opposed to digital copies on digital devices.

(e) Literary works listed in the figures for Grades 6-12 are or-
ganized by grouping required titles into a set. Each set of literary works
identifies an anchor work along with additional shorter works that may
be read to support the anchor, with the shorter works denoted in the
figures with a set a of dashes that points back to each anchor. This
approach to grouping is recommended as an option to consider for in-
struction but is not required.

(f) The literary works lists to be used by school districts and
charter schools are provided in the figures in this subsection.

(1) Grade 6 list, entitled "Required Literary Works - Grade
6‘"
Figure: 19 TAC §110.30(f)(1)

(2) Grade 7 list, entitled "Required Literary Works - Grade
7."
Figure: 19 TAC §110.30(f)(2)

(3) Grade 8 list, entitled "Required Literary Works - Grade
8.”
Figure: 19 TAC §110.30(f)(3)

(g) For each literary work that has an associated International
Standard Book Number (ISBN), the ISBN is included in the figures
in subsection (f)(1)-(3) of this section. For literary works without an
ISBN, the Texas Education Agency (TEA) shall maintain a website
providing information on how to identify the specific version of the
literary work. Some literary works are available in multiple versions,
and, as such, districts and charter schools shall use a version of each
required literary work that includes text that is identical to the version
featured in the ISBN listed in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(3) of this
section or the information maintained on the TEA website.

(h) Inaccordance with TEC, §26.010, a parent retains the right
to temporarily remove the parent's child from instruction in a required
literary work that conflicts with the parent's religious or moral beliefs
if the parent presents or delivers to the teacher of the parent's child a
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written statement authorizing the removal of the child from the instruc-
tion. If a graded assignment or local assessment is based solely on the
content of a required literary work for which a parent exercised a right
under TEC, §26.010, the school district or charter school is encour-
aged, but not required, to provide an alternative graded assignment or
local assessment that is based on an alternative literary work provided
for the student who was removed from instruction.

(i) Inthe event the commissioner of education determines that
a literary work required in any of the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(3)
of this section is no longer available at a reasonable cost at the vol-
ume required for implementation across the state, the commissioner
shall report that finding to the State Board of Education (SBOE), and
the SBOE may consider an amendment to remove that specific literary
work from the relevant figure, subject to holding two board meetings
for a first and second reading without a separate meeting for discussion
before first reading.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603568

Cristina De La Fuente-Valadez

Director, Rulemaking

Texas Education Agency

Effective date: July 1, 2027

Proposal publication date: May 15, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 475-1497

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER C. HIGH SCHOOL
19 TAC §110.70

STATUTORY AUTHORITY. The new section is adopted under
Texas Education Code (TEC), §28.002(c-4), as added by House
Bill 1605, 88th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2023, which
requires the State Board of Education, in adopting essential
knowledge and skills for English language arts under TEC,
§28.002(a)(1)(A), to specify a list of required vocabulary and at
least one literary work to be taught in each grade level.

CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE. The new section imple-
ments Texas Education Code, §28.002(c-4), as added by House
Bill 1605, 88th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2023.

§$110.70.  Literary Works Lists, High School, Adopted 2026.

(a) This section implements the requirements of Texas Educa-
tion Code (TEC), §28.002(c-4), and, in conjunction with Chapter 113
of'this title (relating to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Social
Studies), implements the requirements of TEC, §28.002(a)(2)(G), (h),
and (h-1). The provisions of this section shall be implemented begin-
ning with the 2033-2034 school year, in conjunction with §§110.36-
110.39 of this chapter (relating to English Language Arts and Read-
ing, English I (One Credit), Adopted 2017; English Language Arts and
Reading, English II (One Credit), Adopted 2017; English Language
Arts and Reading, English III (One Credit), Adopted 2017; and Eng-
lish Language Arts and Reading, English IV (One Credit), Adopted
2017).

(b) The literary works included in the figures in subsection
(H)(1)-(4) of this section shall be included in instruction at or before
the designated grade level. Each required literary work shall be read

in its entirety unless otherwise indicated in the figures in subsection
(H)(1)-(4) of this section.

(c) Students shall demonstrate proficiency in the student ex-
pectations described in §§110.36-110.39 of this chapter (relating to
English Language Arts and Reading, English I (One Credit), Adopted
2017; English Language Arts and Reading, English II (One Credit),
Adopted 2017; English Language Arts and Reading, English III (One
Credit), Adopted 2017; and English Language Arts and Reading, Eng-
lish IV (One Credit), Adopted 2017) using, at a minimum, the required
literary works listed in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(4) of this sec-
tion. The literary works required by this section represent a portion of
the literary works to be read by students in that grade and do not include
texts that would cover all of the essential knowledge and skills for that
grade. Additional literary works to be used in instruction must be se-
lected at the local level, which may be accomplished by using literary
works provided in a local adoption of instructional materials. When
making local selections of additional literary works for instruction in
English language arts and reading, school districts and charter schools
should include texts that cover the remainder of the essential knowl-
edge and skills and prioritize content that reinforces required student
expectations of knowledge from other subjects, including social stud-
ies. Additional locally selected literary works must be of similar rigor
as required by the list in the figure for the given grade level.

(d) Research consistently shows that print-based reading sup-
ports stronger comprehension and retention than screen-based reading.
It is strongly recommended that students read from printed versions of
required literary works as opposed to digital copies on digital devices.

(e) Literary works listed in the figures for Grades 6-12 are or-
ganized by grouping required titles into a set. Each set of literary works
identifies an anchor work along with additional shorter works that may
be read to support the anchor, with the shorter works denoted in the fig-
ures with a set of dashes that points back to each anchor. This approach
to grouping is recommended as an option to consider for instruction but
is not required.

(f) The literary works lists to be used by school districts and
charter schools are provided in the figures in this subsection.

(1) English I list, entitled "Required Literary Works - Eng-
lish I."
Figure: 19 TAC §110.70(f)(1)

(2) English I list, entitled "Required Literary Works - Eng-
lish I1."
Figure: 19 TAC §110.70(f)(2)

(3) English III list, entitled "Required Literary Works -
English II1."
Figure: 19 TAC §110.70(f)(3)

(4) English 1V list, entitled "Required Literary Works -
English IV."
Figure: 19 TAC §110.70(f)(4)

(g) For each literary work that has an associated International
Standard Book Number (ISBN), the ISBN is included in the figures
in subsection (f)(1)-(4) of this section. For literary works without an
ISBN, the Texas Education Agency (TEA) shall maintain a website
providing information on how to identify the specific version of the
literary work. Some literary works are available in multiple versions,
and, as such, districts and charter schools shall use a version of each
required literary work that includes text that is identical to the version
featured in the ISBN listed in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(4) of this
section or the information maintained on the TEA website.
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(h) Inaccordance with TEC, §26.010, a parent retains the right
to temporarily remove the parent's child from instruction in a required
literary work that conflicts with the parent's religious or moral beliefs
if the parent presents or delivers to the teacher of the parent's child a
written statement authorizing the removal of the child from the instruc-
tion. If a graded assignment or local assessment is based solely on the
content of a required literary work for which a parent exercised a right
under TEC, §26.010, the school district or charter school is encour-
aged, but not required, to provide an alternative graded assignment or
local assessment that is based on an alternative literary work provided
for the student who was removed from instruction.

(1) Inthe event the commissioner of education determines that
a literary work required in any of the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(4)
of this section is no longer available at a reasonable cost at the vol-
ume required for implementation across the state, the commissioner
shall report that finding to the State Board of Education (SBOE), and
the SBOE may consider an amendment to remove that specific literary
work from the relevant figure, subject to holding two board meetings
for a first and second reading without a separate meeting for discussion
before first reading.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603569

Cristina De La Fuente-Valadez

Director, Rulemaking

Texas Education Agency

Effective date: July 1, 2027

Proposal publication date: May 15, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 475-1497
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CHAPTER 128. TEXAS ESSENTIAL
KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS FOR SPANISH
LANGUAGE ARTS AND READING AND
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

The State Board of Education (SBOE) adopts new §§128.10,
128.30, and 128.70, concerning Texas Essential Knowledge and
Skills (TEKS) for Spanish language arts and reading and Eng-
lish as a second language. The new sections are adopted with
changes to the proposed text as published in the May 15, 2026
issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 3289) and will be repub-
lished. The adopted new sections add lists of literary works to be
taught in each grade level as required by House Bill (HB) 1605,
88th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2023.

REASONED JUSTIFICATION: The 88th Texas Legislature, Reg-
ular Session, 2023, passed HB 1605 relating to instructional ma-
terial and technology. HB 1605 added Texas Education Code
(TEC), §28.002(c-4), which requires the SBOE, in adopting es-
sential knowledge and skills for English language arts, to specify
a list of required vocabulary and at least one literary work to be
taught in each grade level. A discussion item at the November
2025 SBOE meeting provided an opportunity for the Commit-
tee of the Full Board to discuss recommendations from the com-
missioner of education for literary works to be taught in each
grade level as required by HB 1605. At the January 2026 meet-
ing, the SBOE postponed first reading and filing authorization of

proposed new 19 TAC §§128.10, 128.30, and 128.70 until the
April 2026 meeting. The SBOE approved proposed new 19 TAC
§8§128.10, 128.30, and 128.70 for first reading and filing autho-
rization at the April 2026 meeting.

The new sections adopt literary works lists required to be taught
in English and Spanish language arts and reading in Kinder-
garten-Grade 12.

The following changes were made since approved for first read-
ing and filing authorization.

Section 128.10(a) was amended to establish implementation
of the provisions of the section beginning with the 2030-2031
school year.

Section 128.10(c) was amended to clarify requirements related
to the use and local selection of additional literary works for
Spanish language arts and reading instruction that support cov-
erage of the essential knowledge and skills and maintain similar
rigor as the required literary works in the figures in §128.10(f)(1)-
(6).

Section 128.10(d) was amended to strongly encourage the use
of print-based texts.

Figure: 19 TAC §128.10(f)(1)

The Kindergarten literary works list was amended to remove the
English title Anansi the Spider: A Tale from the Ashanti by Ger-
ald McDermott and the Spanish title Anansi: En Busca de las
Estrellas by Juan Diego Gonzalez.

The Kindergarten literary works list was amended to correct the
Spanish title for Chicka Chicka Boom Boom.

The Kindergarten literary works list was amended to replace the
English title Cinderella by Marcia Brown with the bilingual edition
Cinderella/Cenicienta adapted by Francesca Boada.

The Kindergarten literary works list was amended to remove
Hey Diddle Diddle from the selected excerpts for the English title
Classic Nursery Rhymes.

The Kindergarten literary works list was amended to make a
technical capitalization correction in the Spanish entry for La
Madre Goose: Nursery Rhymes for los nifios.

The Kindergarten literary works list was amended to correct the
Spanish title jTodos al Rodeo! A Vaquero Alphabet Bookby
adding the opening inverted exclamation mark.

The Kindergarten literary works list was amended to move editor
to the author field for The Lion and the Mouse.

The Kindergarten literary works list was amended to specify se-
lected excerpts for Thomas Edison: La revolucion de la luz.

The Kindergarten literary works list was amended to replace the
English title The Three Little Pigs by Paul Galdone with the bilin-
gual edition The Three Little Pigs/Los tres cerditos Bilingual Sto-
rybook by Patricia Seibert.

Figure: 19 TAC §128.10((2)

The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to correct the ti-
tle of the selected excerpt Then Your Heart is Full of Love in A
Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood.

The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to update the Span-
ish title for The Boy Who Cried Wolf.

The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to remove Danny
and the Dinosaur by Syd Hoff and the corresponding Spanish
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title Danielito y el Dinosaurio by Syd Hoff from the list of required
literary works.

The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to remove The Hare
in the Moon by Angela McAllister and the corresponding Spanish
title La liebre en la luna by Angela McAllister.

The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to remove The Fox
and the Grapes and the corresponding Spanish title E/ zorro y
las uvas from the list of required literary works.

The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to replace the Eng-
lish title Davy Crockett (excerpt from A Book of Americans) and
its corresponding Spanish title with updated English and Span-
ish versions of Davy Crockett.

The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to make a techni-
cal capitalization correction in the Spanish title for Jack and the
Beanstalk.

The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to add Jonah (Book
of Jonah, Chapter 1, Verses 1-5 and 10-17; Chapter 2, Verse 10)
to the list of required literary works.

The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to remove Noah's
Ark by Peter Spier and the corresponding Spanish title E/ Arca
de Noé by Peter Spier and Manu Manzano.

The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to remove Rapun-
zel (excerpt from Usborne lllustrated Grimm's Fairy Tales) and
the corresponding Spanish title Rapunzel Verdezuela (excerpt
from Cuentos ilustrados de los hermanos Grimm).

The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to correct the author
name Sharon Coan for the Spanish entry for Pocahontas.

Figure: 19 TAC §128.10(f)(3)

The Grade 2 literary works list was amended to correct the Span-
ish title for David and Goliath.

The Grade 2 literary works list was amended to revise the se-
lected excerpts for the Spanish entry ;Quién Fue Harriet Tub-
man?.

The Grade 2 literary works list was amended to remove The
Mouse and the Motorcycle by Beverly Cleary and the corre-
sponding Spanish title E/ ratoncito de la moto by Beverly Cleary.

The Grade 2 literary works list was amended to specify selected
excerpts for La Revolucién Estadounidense: La lucha por la lib-
ertad.

Figure: 19 TAC §128.10(f)(4)

The Grade 3 literary works list was amended to remove Hercules
and the Wagoner and the corresponding Spanish title Hércules
y el carretero.

The Grade 3 literary works list was amended to replace the cor-
responding Spanish title Teseo y Ariadna with Ariadna y el Mino-
tauro for Icarus and Daedalus.

The Grade 3 literary works list was amended to update the
source text and ISBN for Smart by Shel Silverstein and add the
corresponding Spanish title E/ mas listo (excerpt from Cayendo
hacia arriba).

The Grade 3 literary works list was amended to replace The
Story of Benjamin Franklin: An Inspiring Biography for Young
Readers with Benjamin Franklin (Life Stories/Biografias Bilingual
Edition) and update the corresponding Spanish title Benjamin
Franklin (Life Stories/Biografias Bilingual Edition).

The Grade 3 literary works list was amended to update the ISBN
for The Wind in the Willows.

Figure: 19 TAC §128.10(f)(5)

The Grade 4 literary works list was amended to replace the
Spanish paired text for The Ant and the Dove with El salta-
montes y la hormiga.

The Grade 4 literary works list was amended to update the spec-
ified excerpt for the Spanish edition of The Boy Who Harnessed
the Wind, El nifio que domo¢ el viento.

The Grade 4 literary works list was amended to remove The
Road Not Taken and the corresponding Spanish title E/ Camino
no elegido from the list of required literary works. The poem was
moved to the required literary works for Grade 7 in Figure: 19
TAC §128.30(f)(2).

The Grade 4 literary works list was amended to remove St.
George and the Dragon and the corresponding Spanish title
San Jorge y el dragon.

The Grade 4 literary works list was amended to remove Thun-
derstorm in the Churchand the corresponding Spanish title
Marcelino pan y vino.

The Grade 4 literary works list was amended to indicate that a
Spanish edition is not available for The Story of King Arthur and
His Knights.

Figure: 19 TAC §128.10(f)(6)

The Grade 5 literary works list was amended to replace The Mon-
key and the Camel from Jerry Pinkney's adaptation of Aesop's
Fables and the corresponding Spanish title E/ mono y el camello
from Fabulas de Esopo with The Monkey as King from Charles
Santore's adaptation of Aesop's Fables and the corresponding
Spanish title E/ mono como rey from Fabulas de Esopo.

The Grade 5 literary works list was amended to add Paul Re-
vere's Ride by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow and identify that a
corresponding Spanish title is not available.

The Grade 5 literary works list was amended to specify selected
excerpts for the corresponding Spanish title ;Quién fue Tomas
Jefferson?.

The Grade 5 literary works list was amended to specify selected
excerpts for Who Was Davy Crockett?.

Section 128.10(g) was amended to provide guidance on the use
of English texts when the Spanish version is not available.

Section 128.30(a) was amended to establish implementation of
the provisions of the section applicable to Grade 6 beginning with
the 2031-2032 school year and provisions of the section appli-
cable to Grades 7 and 8 beginning with the 2032-2033 school
year.

Section 128.30(c) was amended to clarify requirements related
to the use and local selection of additional literary works for
Spanish language arts and reading instruction that support cov-
erage of the essential knowledge and skills and maintain similar
rigor as the required literary works in the figures in §128.30(f)(1)-

A).

Section 128.30(d) was amended to strongly encourage the use
of print-based texts.

Figure: 19 TAC §128.30(f)(1)
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The Grade 6 literary works list was amended to specify Volumes
1-3 of the Spanish title Todas las criaturas grandes y pequerias:
Aventuras y desventuras de un veterinario en la campifia inglesa
for All Creatures Great and Small.

Figure: 19 TAC §128.30(f)(2)

The Grade 7 literary works list was amended by adding The
Road Not Taken.

Section 128.30(g) was amended to provide guidance on the use
of English texts when the Spanish version is not available.

Section 128.70(a) was amended to establish implementation
of the provisions of the section beginning with the 2033-2034
school year.

Section 128.70(c) was amended to clarify requirements related
to the use and local selection of additional literary works for
Spanish language arts and reading and English as a second lan-
guage instruction that support coverage of the essential knowl-
edge and skills and maintain similar rigor as the required literary
works in the figures in §128.70(f)(1) and (2).

Section 128.70(d) was amended to strongly encourage the use
of print-based texts.

The SBOE approved the new sections for first reading and filing
authorization atits April 10, 2026 meeting and for second reading
and final adoption at its June 26, 2026 meeting.

The effective date is July 1, 2027.

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS AND RESPONSES: The public
comment period on the proposal began May 15, 2026, and
ended at 5:00 p.m. on June 15, 2026. The SBOE also provided
an opportunity for registered oral and written comments at
its June 2026 meeting in accordance with the SBOE board
operating policies and procedures. Following is a summary of
public comments received and corresponding responses.

Comment. Two community members stated that the proposed
standards do not meet the obligation to teach truthful and com-
plete history. The commenters explained that the curriculum
leans heavily into Texas history while cutting world history and
cultures, presents Native peoples such as the Lipan Apache, Co-
manche, and Caddo in the past tense, and removes references
to diverse American Indian groups and Muslim contributions to
science. The commenters indicated that these omissions limit
students' ability to become informed citizens by presenting an
incomplete narrative of history. The commenters requested that
the SBOE slow the process and revise the standards to ensure
a full and accurate history of Texas and the world that includes
Native peoples in the present.

Response. This comment is outside the scope of the proposed
rulemaking.

Comment. One teacher, five parents, and one community
member expressed opposition to the proposed action, proposed
change, or proposed reading list. The commenters stated
dissatisfaction or opposition without providing an additional
specific rationale.

Response. In response to public comments, the SBOE took
action to adopt the new Spanish language arts and reading
(SLAR) TEKS for Kindergarten-Grade 12 as amended in June
2026 based on statutory requirements included in HB 1605. The
literary works lists were intentionally developed with grade-level
differentiation to support engagement in a progression of com-
plex texts from Kindergarten-Grade 12.

Comment. Two teachers stated that learning Spanish in a basic
way is essential.

Response. This comment is outside the scope of the proposed
rulemaking.

Comment. Two parents stated concern about perceived attacks
on public schools and undisclosed conflicts of interest. The com-
menters stated a desire for schools to teach history as it actually
happened without omitting content or restricting teachers' abil-
ity to discuss complex topics. The commenters noted that in-
clusive teaching and diverse perspectives have positively influ-
enced student understanding of current affairs. The commenters
indicated an intent to share these concerns with others.

Response. This comment is outside the scope of the proposed
rulemaking.

Comment. Two teachers, one community member, and one uni-
versity/college staff member expressed concern about banning
books, censorship, or censoring books from minority authors.
The commenters stated that censorship promotes ignorance,
may hinder critical thinking, and does not reflect the broader pop-
ulation. The commenters asked that there be no bans and that
actions prioritize what is best for all students, parents, and edu-
cators.

Response. This comment is outside the scope of the proposed
rulemaking.

Comment. Six teachers, one administrator, three parents, and
five community members expressed concern that the proposed
reading lists include limited representation of women authors,
authors of color, and diverse cultural communities and that the
proposal limits student choice by requiring specific authors and
perspectives while excluding labor, civil rights, and critical theory
viewpoints. The commenters noted specifics, including relatively
few works by diverse authors, only two authors of color on the
Grades 7-12 lists, about 64% of selections written by white male
authors, and about 8% by authors of color. The commenters ex-
plained that the lists should better reflect Texas students, includ-
ing Hispanic, African American, Asian American, Indigenous,
Hispanic, and Black students, and should include contemporary
voices addressing culture, identity, and community. The com-
menters expressed opposition to the adoption of a state-man-
dated reading list, stating that it is influenced by political and ide-
ological pressure rather than educational expertise. The com-
menters also requested removal of sectarian texts and that the
lists be broadened, revised, or delayed to include more diverse,
contemporary, and representative works while maintaining rigor.
The commenters asked that decision-makers trust educators, li-
brarians, and literacy experts.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters’
proposal to remove required religious texts because TEC,
§28.002(a)(2)(G), requires instruction in religious literature and
its impact on literature and history as part of the required curricu-
lum, a statutory requirement affirmed by Texas Attorney General
Opinion No. KP-0503 (RQ-0621-KP) as issued on November
17, 2025. In response to public comments, the SBOE took
action to adopt the new SLAR TEKS for Kindergarten-Grade
12 as amended in June 2026. The literary works lists were
intentionally selected to include a variety of authors, text types,
perspectives and genres that maintain rigor, and support the
development of student proficiency for the specific TEKS in
each grade. Local decision-making authority to select additional
instructional materials that align with TEKS is preserved by 19
TAC §67.63 and newly adopted rule text in Chapters 110 and
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128 that requires districts to adopt additional texts to support
instruction.

Comment. Eighteen teachers, one administrator, one parent,
two community members, one university/college staff, three
community members, two university/college staff members,
and two out-of-state commenters expressed opposition or con-
cern that a mandatory statewide literary works list would limit
teacher autonomy and instructional flexibility. The commenters
expressed support for retaining local school board autonomy
over literature selections. The commenters stated that teachers
select texts based on students' reading levels, interests, back-
grounds, needs, school communities, and classroom contexts,
and that Texas students are not served by a one-size-fits-all
approach. The commenters explained that required lists may
invalidate educators' professional judgment, require curriculum
changes, reduce responsiveness to diverse learners, and make
it harder to meet individual student needs especially amid con-
cerns about teacher shortages. The commenters requested that
TEA or the SBOE reconsider the mandate, require TEKS only,
or allow educators and local decision-makers to select texts.

Response: The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal
to reconsider the mandate and use the list as a flexible resource.
HB 1605 required that the SBOE adopt a literary works list for
each grade level. Additionally, local decision-making authority
to select additional instructional materials that align with TEKS
is preserved by 19 TAC §67.63 and newly adopted rule text in
Chapters 110 and 128 that requires districts to adopt additional
texts to support instruction.

Comment. Six teachers, one parent, one community member,
and one university/college staff member expressed concern that
mandated or overly restrictive reading lists may reduce student
engagement, student choice, and the development of a love of
reading. The commenters stated that teachers' enthusiasm for
selected novels, current titles students can see themselves in,
and literature matched to student interests can encourage cre-
ativity, collaboration, meaningful connections, and reading mo-
tivation. The commenters explained that selections viewed as
old, boring, too narrow, too numerous, or insufficiently flexible
may turn students off reading or limit time for play, exploration,
and self-expression. The commenters requested that teachers
and school leaders be trusted to choose materials, that students
or experienced educators have input, that the list be reduced to
one required text per grade, or that approval be delayed or sub-
stantially revised.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal
to delay or substantially revise the list. HB 1605 required that
the SBOE adopt a literary works list for each grade level. The
literary works lists were intentionally selected to include a variety
of text types and genres to support student engagement and
the development of student proficiency for the specific TEKS in
each grade. Local decision-making authority to select additional
instructional materials that align with TEKS is preserved by 19
TAC §67.63 and newly adopted rule text in Chapters 110 and 128
requiring districts to adopt additional texts to support instruction.

Comment. Two teachers and one community member ex-
pressed concern that the proposed list includes compulsory
religious or sectarian content and may raise inclusivity, First
Amendment, or separation of church and state concerns. The
commenters stated that prioritizing Christian texts or adding
compulsory religious passages may displace diverse, academ-
ically relevant, and culturally representative literature. The
commenters requested removal of sectarian texts, adoption of

academically neutral and culturally responsive materials, and
restoration of local control in selecting instructional resources.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal
to remove or reconsider required religious texts because TEC,
§28.002(a)(2)(G), requires instruction in religious literature and
its impact on literature and history as part of the required curricu-
lum, a statutory requirement affirmed by Texas Attorney General
Opinion No. KP-0503 (RQ-0621-KP) as issued on November
17, 2025. Local decision-making authority to select additional
instructional materials that align with TEKS is preserved by 19
TAC §67.63 and newly adopted rule text in Chapters 110 and
128 that requires districts to adopt additional texts to support in-
struction.

Comment. Three teachers and two parents stated concern
about the process used to develop the literary works lists and
whether educators, scholars, parents, responsible students, or
Texas English teachers from diverse districts were consulted.
The commenters asked who selected the lists, when deci-
sion-makers were last in classrooms, how compliance would
be monitored, and whether teachers could be penalized for
interpretation of choices, pacing, or omission. The commenters
explained that lack of transparency and unclear enforcement
may raise concerns about appropriateness, effectiveness,
excessive state overreach, fear, inconsistency, or politicization
of education. The commenters requested experienced teacher
input and decisions that prioritize what best serves Texas
students.

Response. In response to public comments, the SBOE took ac-
tion to adopt the new English language arts and reading (ELAR)
and SLAR TEKS for Kindergarten-Grade 12 as amended in June
2026 based on statutory requirements in HB 1605. The adopted
lists take into consideration extensive research that resulted in
the assembly of a comprehensive list of over 10,000 titles cross-
referenced with a survey of responses from over 5,700 Texas
teachers. All SBOE titles must be included in classroom instruc-
tion to be in compliance with TEKS implementation. Local deci-
sion-making authority to select additional instructional materials
that align with TEKS is preserved by 19 TAC §67.63 and newly
adopted rule text in Chapters 110 and 128 that requires districts
to adopt additional texts to support instruction.

Comment. Nine teachers, two parents, and one community
member noted concerns about the size of the required lists
and the lack of clarity regarding funding for class sets of
texts, supplemental materials, professional development, new
assessments, and instructional resources. The commenters
asked who would be responsible for purchasing the texts for
teachers and expressed concern about whether teachers are
expected to only read the works aloud or provide additional
instruction. The commenters stated that requiring schools or
districts to purchase books without additional or dedicated
funding would create financial strain, particularly amid budget
constraints, staffing shortages, competing demands, and other
needed supplies. The commenters explained that local school
boards and educators are best positioned to select literary
works aligned to TEKS while maintaining instructional flexibility
and fiscal responsibility. The commenters requested that literary
text selection remain a local decision unless sufficient funding
and implementation support are provided.

Response. In response to public comments, the SBOE ap-
proved a staggered implementation of the adopted SLAR
TEKS for Kindergarten-Grade 12 to ensure procurement of
and access to materials in a timely manner. The amended
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implementation timeline adopted by the SBOE provides greater
time for teacher training, curriculum redesign, and resource
funding management and adequate funding. The timeline
is as follows: Kindergarten-Grade 5, 2030-2031; Grade 6,
2031-2032; Grades 7 and 8, 2032-2033; and high school,
2033-2034. Districts will use currently available funding through
the Instructional Materials Allotment and Entitlement Funds to
support instructional materials purchases over the biennium.
Publishers will integrate the required literary works lists into
updated instructional materials approved through the IMRA
process and districts will use currently available funds within
the state-appropriated Instruction Materials Allotment as well
as entitlement funds to purchase a new adoption inclusive of
the required titles or purchase the titles to integrate into locally
developed curriculum.

Comment. Two teachers, three community members, and one
university/college staff member stated that the proposed literary
works lists in Chapter 128 should be revised to better support
English proficiency, academic rigor, and civic literacy while re-
specting parental rights and avoiding ideological content. The
commenters explained that English-language core texts should
be prioritized and that Spanish/English learners language arts
selections should clearly support English acquisition and align
with TEKS literacy goals. The commenters noted that objec-
tive selection criteria should be required, including literary qual-
ity, grade-level appropriateness, standards alignment, and vet-
ted neutral translations or editions. The commenters requested
that violent and sexual content not be included and that age ap-
propriateness be ensured through content warnings, alternative
assignments, and clear opt-out procedures.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with commenters' proposal to
reject the literary works list. Statutory requirements in HB 1605
and 19 TAC §120.20 and §120.21 allow students to be provided
with language support through the English Language Proficiency
Standards. No changes were made to TEC, §26.010, which pro-
vides a parent authority to remove a student temporarily from a
class or activity that conflicts with the parent's religious or moral
beliefs, subject to certain limitations. As a result of public com-
ment, the SBOE took action to adopt the new SLAR TEKS for
Kindergarten-Grade 12 as amended with consideration for edu-
cator flexibility to support student needs.

Comment. Five teachers, two parents, one administrator, and
three community members expressed concern or opposition
regarding proposed required literary works lists for English for
speakers of other languages (ESOL), English as a second
language, SLAR, or Spanish. The commenters stated that
required texts may not meet the needs of newcomer emergent
bilingual students, multilingual learners, or bilingual students
with varied language proficiency levels, prior schooling, home
languages, reading levels, and cultural backgrounds; may
contribute to students feeling excluded or not represented; and
may hinder a sense of belonging. The commenters explained
that texts such as Great Expectations and Pride and Prejudice
may not be appropriate for Grade 9 students who are English
learners or who struggle with reading due to dyslexia or atten-
tion-deficit/hyperactivity disorder. The commenters explained
that ESOL instruction may require short, modified, annotated, or
incremental texts and that strict alignment may disrupt effective
instruction, language acquisition. The commenters noted that
objective selection criteria should be required, including literary
quality, grade-level appropriateness, standards alignment,
and vetted neutral translations or editions. The commenters
requested that the SBOE reject, substantially revise, or make

the lists advisory while preserving educator flexibility and sup-
ports such as accommodations or alternative versions. The
commenters also requested that violent and sexual content not
be included and that age appropriateness be ensured through
content warnings, alternative assignments, and clear opt-out
procedures.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with commenters' proposal to
reject or make the literary works list advisory. HB 1605 required
that the SBOE adopt a literary works list for each grade level. In
response to public comments, the SBOE adopted the new ELAR
and SLAR TEKS for Kindergarten-Grade 12 as amended in June
2026. The literary works lists include texts intentionally chosen
to be consistent with the SBOE suitability rubric and comply with
related statutes including TEC, §28.0022. The literary works lists
were intentionally developed with grade level differentiation to
support engagement of emergent bilingual students in the pro-
gression of complex texts from Kindergarten-Grade 12. Local
decision-making authority to select additional instructional ma-
terials that align with TEKS is preserved by 19 TAC §67.63 and
newly adopted rule text in Chapters 110 and 128 that requires
districts to adopt additional texts to support instruction.

Comment. One parent and one community member requested
that the proposed lists be maintained without changes.

Response. In response to public comments, the SBOE took ac-
tion to adopt the new SLAR TEKS for Kindergarten-Grade 12 as
amended in June 2026.

Comment. Four community members and one university/college
staff member expressed concern that proposed literary works
policies or related public input processes may limit parental rights
or reflect ideological influence. The commenters stated that the
proposal may override parental rights with an ideological agenda
or that external organizations may shape opinions of legislators
and media. The commenters noted concern about inappropri-
ate materials in schools and asked that decisions prioritize con-
stituents. The commenters requested that the SBOE shorten the
lists, preserve flexibility, ensure inclusive representation, respect
parental rights, and prioritize student engagement and meaning-
ful learning experiences.

Response. In response to public comments, the SBOE adopted
the new SLAR TEKS for Kindergarten-Grade 12 as amended
in June 2026 based on statutory requirements included in HB
1605. No changes were made to TEC, §26.010, which provides
a parent authority to remove a student temporarily from a class or
activity that conflicts with the parent's religious or moral beliefs,
subject to certain limitations.

Comment. One university/college staff member stated that chil-
dren are the future and that it is important for individuals to be
well informed. The commenter noted that tax dollars should be
used to provide access to all available information.

Response. This comment is outside the scope of the proposed
rulemaking.

Comment. One teacher stated that support for these changes is
inappropriate.

Response. In response to public comments, the SBOE adopted
the new SLAR TEKS for Kindergarten-Grade 12 as amended in
June 2026 based on statutory requirements in HB 1605.

Comment. One university/college staff member stated that there
is no need for teaching English as a second language and that
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English serves as the national language and the primary lan-
guage of international travel and business.

Response. This comment is outside the scope of the proposed
rulemaking.

Comment. Two teachers expressed concerns about the de-
velopmental appropriateness of introducing complex historical
concepts in Kindergarten-Grade 2, stating that the proposed
changes do not align with research on young learners' ability
to process such material. The commenters described the
potential long-term impact as creating gaps in students' civic
understanding and limiting intellectual growth. The commenters
requested that the committee reconsider the proposed changes
and maintain a balanced approach that includes both Texas and
U.S. History to support informed citizenship and a comprehen-
sive education.

Response. This comment is outside the scope of the proposed
rulemaking.

Comment. Two teachers expressed opposition to the proposed
curriculum changes, stating that eliminating the Grade 8 U.S.
History course creates an imbalance between Texas and na-
tional history education. The commenters explained that while
incorporating Texas history is valuable, removing comprehen-
sive U.S. History limits students' understanding of the nation's
past and weakens opportunities to develop critical-thinking and
problem-solving skills necessary for informed decision-making.
The commenters noted concerns that the proposal prioritizes
state identity over cultivating well-rounded American citizens and
diminishes students' understanding of federalism and the coop-
erative relationship between state and federal government sys-
tems.

Response. This comment is outside the scope of the proposed
rulemaking.

Comment. Three teachers and one administrator expressed
concerns that several proposed middle school required texts
may not be developmentally appropriate or well matched to stu-
dents' grade levels and reading needs. The commenters stated
that Great Expectations presents barriers because of complex
language and reading level, that All Creatures Great and Small
is too long for Grade 6 students and not relatable to a diverse
population, that The Diary of a Young Girl is not appropriate for
Grade 7 due to certain situations, and that Night by Elie Wiesel
contains graphic and mature content more suitable for high
school, specifically Grade 10. The commenters explained that
assigning texts above students' independent reading ability or
emotional and mental readiness may discourage engagement,
limit comprehension, or fail to foster literacy growth. The com-
menters noted the reduction of the number of required readings
to two selections as more realistic and asked that the placement
of Night and the proposed list decisions be considered in final
decisions.

Response. In response to public comments, the SBOE took ac-
tion to adopt the new SLAR TEKS for Kindergarten-Grade 12
as amended in June 2026. The literary works lists were inten-
tionally selected to include a variety of text types and genres to
support the development of student proficiency for the specific
TEKS in each grade, with consideration for age appropriateness
and student engagement.

Comment. One teacher expressed that teachers should have
the autonomy to choose literature that best suits the needs of
their students without adhering to a mandated list that makes

litle sense. The commenter explained that English IV is sup-
posed to be British literature, but the list includes works that are
not British in nature. The commenter stated that this reinforces
the perception that those who create these lists know little or
nothing about teaching, English classes, or the TEKS. The com-
menter noted that teachers are the experts and know how to do
their jobs better than anyone.

Response. In response to public comments, the literary works
lists were intentionally selected to include a variety of text types
and genres to support the development of student proficiency
for the specific TEKS in each grade. Local decision-making au-
thority to select additional instructional materials that align with
TEKS is preserved by 19 TAC §67.63 and newly adopted rule
text in Chapters 110 and 128 that requires districts to adopt ad-
ditional texts to support instruction.

Comment. Four teachers, two parents, and one community
member stated that the reading lists should reflect balance by
including classical literature in the proposed reading lists due
to its influence on Western civilization. The commenters stated
concerns about content related to Islam and its compatibility with
American values. Commenters supported preserving classical
and foundational American texts, including Christianity's influ-
ence on the nation's principles and American exceptionalism.
The commenters requested support to ensure this emphasis is
maintained.

Response. In response to public comments, the SBOE took ac-
tion to adopt the new SLAR TEKS for Kindergarten-Grade 12
as amended in June 2026 with consideration for a classical ap-
proach to text selection.

Comment. Twenty-four teachers, one administrator, twenty-one
parents, two counselors, and eleven community members
stated that public education in Texas should not require specif-
ically Christian biblical texts, even when those texts have
historical or literary value, because a dominant religion should
not be imposed on others. The commenters stated that the
Bible contains multiple genres and that unclear classification
as fiction, nonfiction, mythology, literature, or religious doctrine
creates confusion for educators and students. The commenters
explained that mandating Christian scripture risks violating
constitutional boundaries, privileging one religious framework,
and marginalizing students from varied religious and non-reli-
gious backgrounds. The commenters noted that families should
retain authority over religious instruction. The commenters
stated that a stronger humanities curriculum would prioritize
comparative world literature, intellectual diversity, neutrality,
and equal representation. The commenters indicated that this
position would affect future voting decisions regarding public
officials who support the action.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal
to remove or reconsider required religious texts because TEC,
§28.002(a)(2)(G), requires instruction in religious literature and
its impact on literature and history as part of the required curricu-
lum, a statutory requirement affirmed by Texas Attorney General
Opinion No. KP-0503 (RQ-0621-KP) as issued on November
17, 2025.

Comment. Sixteen teachers, fifteen parents, seventeen commu-
nity members, and two university/college staff members stated
that if religious works are included in public school reading lists,
they should represent multiple faith traditions rather than only the
Bible or Christian texts. The commenters stated that the lists do
not adequately reflect Texas's religious diversity, world perspec-
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tives, or a broad range of cultural, philosophical, and political
viewpoints. The commenters explained that equal or broader
representation could include non-Judeo-Christian texts and per-
spectives from major religions. The commenters noted that fo-
cusing on one tradition may be perceived as promoting one re-
ligion or failing to represent all students. The commenters re-
quested balanced religious perspectives or removal of religious
content altogether.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal
to remove or reconsider required religious texts because TEC,
§28.002(a)(2)(G), requires instruction in religious literature and
its impact on literature and history as part of the required curricu-
lum, a statutory requirement affirmed by Texas Attorney General
Opinion No. KP-0503 (RQ-0621-KP) as issued on November
17, 2025.

Comment. Two teachers, one parent, and one community mem-
ber stated that the proposed lists include religious texts or trans-
lations that are not appropriate for the specified grade levels.
The commenters noted concerns about Lexile level, vocabulary,
theological complexity, and developmental expectations for el-
ementary, middle, or other grades. The commenters explained
that curriculum should support comprehension, critical thinking,
and age-appropriate instruction rather than requiring materials
students may not be prepared to understand. The commenters
requested reconsideration of the religious selections and their
grade-level placement.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' pro-
posal to reconsider required religious texts because TEC,
§28.002(a)(2)(G), requires instruction in religious literature
and its impact on literature and history as part of the required
curriculum, a statutory requirement affirmed by Texas Attorney
General Opinion No. KP-0503 (RQ-0621-KP) as issued on
November 17, 2025. The adopted literary works lists represent
a variety of text types to support the development of student
proficiency for the specific TEKS in each grade level.

Comment. One teacher stated concerns about the emphasis
on the Holocaust without similar attention to other instances of
genocide, and the commenter stated that prioritizing Christian
texts raises concerns about inclusivity and separation of church
and state.

Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters because
TEC, §28.002(a)(2)(G), requires instruction in religious literature
and its impact on literature and history as part of the required cur-
riculum, a statutory requirement affirmed by Texas Attorney Gen-
eral Opinion No. KP-0503 (RQ-0621-KP) as issued on Novem-
ber 17, 2025. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' recom-
mendation to reduce the emphasis on Holocaust-focused texts.
Stakeholder feedback, including input from the Texas Holocaust,
Genocide, and Antisemitism Advisory Commission, supports the
inclusion of this content and its grade-level placement in the
adopted lists. Furthermore, TEC, §29.9072, requires instruction
thatincludes information about the history of and lessons learned
from the Holocaust.

Comment. One community member expressed concern that
anti-Muslim rhetoric in school curriculum may increase Islamo-
phobia and lead to bullying of Muslim students. The commenter
explained that this could negatively impact communities and cre-
ate division and stated that education should be inclusive and
promote unity rather than contribute to harm or exclusion.

Response. This comment is outside the scope of the proposed
rulemaking.

Comment. Three parents expressed that the proposed social
studies curriculum should provide accurate, truthful, and aca-
demically neutral instruction on history, religion, and underrep-
resented regions and peoples. The commenters stated that re-
ligious content should reflect true teachings and perspectives
from within each faith tradition, including concerns that Islam is
portrayed inaccurately or primarily through conflict. The com-
menters noted that instruction should include the rise of Islam,
the influence of Arab and Muslim civilization, and the contribu-
tions of Muslim scientists to global progress. The commenters
identified concerns that Palestine, parts of Africa and Asia, In-
digenous history, and American slavery are minimized or omit-
ted and that misrepresentation may contribute to bullying, alien-
ation, and reduced student readiness for college and the work-
force. The commenters requested revisions to ensure accuracy,
truthfulness, academic neutrality, and fuller historical and cultural
representation.

Response. This comment is outside the scope of the proposed
rulemaking.

Comment. Two parents expressed support for keeping Texas
and American history, constitutional principles, and civic knowl-
edge central to the proposed social studies standards. The com-
menters stated that students need to learn about the people,
places, events, ideas, historical milestones, foundational prin-
ciples, and figures that shaped the state and nation. The com-
menters noted that Texas and American history should serve as
the foundation of social studies instruction and that curriculum
should remain rooted in established historical facts. The com-
menters explained concern about outside advocacy group influ-
ence and requested that the SBOE maintain the proposed stan-
dards and reject amendments perceived as introducing ideolog-
ical or divisive perspectives.

Response. This comment is outside the scope of the proposed
rulemaking.

Comment. One counselor recommended removing 19 TAC
§113.127, noting that the bill's authors requested delaying
course designation until standards are finalized and arguing the
proposal conflicts with that intent. The commenter emphasized
that personal finance education is essential for preparing stu-
dents for adulthood and long-term success, highlighting strong
outcomes as former students apply these skills to budgeting,
loans, and major financial decisions. The commenter stressed
the value of instructional resources like Next Gen Personal
Finance and the importance of personal finance education
for underserved and Title | students who may lack financial
guidance at home. The commenter advocated for maintaining
and strengthening personal finance instruction, arguing that
reducing it would negatively impact financial literacy and student
success.

Response. This comment is outside the scope of the proposed
rulemaking.

SUBCHAPTER A. ELEMENTARY
19 TAC §128.10

STATUTORY AUTHORITY. The new section is adopted under
Texas Education Code (TEC), §28.002(c-4), as added by House
Bill 1605, 88th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2023, which
requires the State Board of Education, in adopting essential
knowledge and skills for English language arts under TEC,
§28.002(a)(1)(A), to specify a list of required vocabulary and at
least one literary work to be taught in each grade level.
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CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE. The new section imple-
ments Texas Education Code, §28.002(c-4), as added by House
Bill 1605, 88th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2023.

§128.10.  Literary Works Lists, Kindergarten-Grade 5, Adopted 2026.
(a) This section implements the requirements of Texas Educa-
tion Code (TEC), §28.002(c-4), and, in conjunction with Chapter 113
of this title (relating to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for So-
cial Studies), implements the requirements of TEC, §28.002(a)(2)(G),
(h), and (h-1). These Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills will be im-
plemented in the 2030-2031 school year, in conjunction with §§128.2-
128.7 of this chapter (relating to Spanish Language Arts and Read-
ing, Kindergarten, Adopted 2017; Spanish Language Arts and Reading,
Grade 1, Adopted 2017; Spanish Language Arts and Reading, Grade 2,
Adopted 2017, Spanish Language Arts and Reading, Grade 3, Adopted
2017; Spanish Language Arts and Reading, Grade 4, Adopted 2017;
and Spanish Language Arts and Reading, Grade 5, Adopted 2017).

(b) The literary works in an English or Spanish version in-
cluded in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(6) of this section shall be
included in instruction at or before the designated grade level for stu-
dents receiving instruction in Spanish language arts and reading. Each
required literary work shall be read in its entirety unless otherwise in-
dicated in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(6) of this section.

(c) Students shall demonstrate proficiency in the student ex-
pectations described in §§128.2-128.7 of this chapter (relating to Span-
ish Language Arts and Reading, Kindergarten, Adopted 2017; Spanish
Language Arts and Reading, Grade 1, Adopted 2017; Spanish Lan-
guage Arts and Reading, Grade 2, Adopted 2017; Spanish Language
Arts and Reading, Grade 3, Adopted 2017; Spanish Language Arts
and Reading, Grade 4, Adopted 2017; and Spanish Language Arts and
Reading, Grade 5, Adopted 2017) using, at a minimum, the required
literary works listed in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(6) of this sec-
tion. The literary works required by this section represent a portion of
the literary works to be read by or for students in that grade and do not
include texts that would cover all of the essential knowledge and skills
for that grade. Additional literary works to be used in instruction must
be selected at the local level, which may be accomplished by using
literary works provided in a local adoption of instructional materials.
When making local selections of additional literary works for instruc-
tion in Spanish language arts and reading, school districts and charter
schools should include texts that cover the remainder of the essential
knowledge and skills and prioritize content that reinforces required stu-
dent expectations of knowledge from other subjects, including social
studies. Additional locally selected literary works must be of similar
rigor as required by the list in the figure for the given grade level.

(d) Research consistently shows that print-based reading sup-
ports stronger comprehension and retention than screen-based reading.
It is strongly recommended that students read from printed versions of
required literary works as opposed to digital copies on digital devices.

(e) Students in Kindergarten-Grade 4 are still developing pro-
ficiency in beginning reading and writing skills. Specific reading ma-
terial used to develop those reading and writing skills, including de-
codable readers and grammar and handwriting guidance documents,
are necessary to support that instruction but are not referenced in this
section. Student expectations related to listening and speaking in those
grades can be supported by exposing students to a range of literary
works with more complex vocabulary. Consequently, certain literary
works required by this section in Kindergarten-Grade 4 are noted as
being recommended for implementation as being read aloud to the stu-
dent as noted in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(6) of this section. Even
if a literary work is listed with a recommendation that it be read aloud,
it may be read directly by students when appropriate, potentially with
adult assistance. If a literary work is not listed with a recommendation

that it be read aloud, it must be read by students, with adult assistance
where necessary.

(f) The literary works lists to be used by school districts and
charter schools are provided in the figures in this subsection.

(1) Kindergarten list, entitled "Required Spanish Literary
Works - Kindergarten."
Figure: 19 TAC §128.10(f)(1)

(2) Grade 1 list, entitled "Required Spanish Literary Works
- Grade 1."
Figure: 19 TAC §128.10()(2)

(3) Grade 2 list, entitled "Required Spanish Literary Works
- Grade 2."
Figure: 19 TAC §128.10(f)(3)

(4) Grade 3 list, entitled "Required Spanish Literary Works
- Grade 3."
Figure: 19 TAC §128.10(f)(4)

(5) Grade 4 list, entitled "Required Spanish Literary Works
- Grade 4."
Figure: 19 TAC §128.10(f)(5)

(6) Grade5 list, entitled "Required Spanish Literary Works
- Grade 5."
Figure: 19 TAC §128.10(f)(6)

(g) Alltitles must be taught, either in English or in Spanish. If
a Spanish version is not available, the English version must be taught.
The determination as to whether a title is taught in English or Spanish is
based on the language of instruction determined by the Language Profi-
ciency Assessment Committee (LPAC), as applicable, and the bilingual
program model as described in Chapter 89, Subchapter BB, of this title
(relating to Commissioner's Rules Concerning State Plan for Educating
Emergent Bilingual Students) and further adjusted based on individual
student need.

(h) For each literary work that has an associated International
Standard Book Number (ISBN), the ISBN is included in the figures
in subsection (f)(1)-(6) of this section. For literary works without an
ISBN, the Texas Education Agency (TEA) shall maintain a website
providing information on how to identify the specific version of the
literary work. Some literary works are available in multiple versions,
and, as such, districts and charter schools shall use a version of each
required literary work that includes text that is identical to the version
featured in the ISBN listed in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(6) of this
section or the information maintained on the TEA website.

(i) Inaccordance with TEC, §26.010, a parent retains the right
to temporarily remove the parent's child from instruction in a required
literary work that conflicts with the parent's religious or moral beliefs
if the parent presents or delivers to the teacher of the parent's child a
written statement authorizing the removal of the child from the instruc-
tion. If a graded assignment or local assessment is based solely on the
content of a required literary work for which a parent exercised a right
under TEC, §26.010, the school district or charter school is encour-
aged, but not required, to provide an alternative graded assignment or
local assessment that is based on an alternative literary work provided
for the student who was removed from instruction.

(j) Inthe event the commissioner of education determines that
a literary work required in any of the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(6)
of this section is no longer available at a reasonable cost at the vol-
ume required for implementation across the state, the commissioner
shall report that finding to the State Board of Education (SBOE), and
the SBOE may consider an amendment to remove that specific literary
work from the relevant figure, subject to holding two board meetings
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for a first and second reading without a separate meeting for discussion
before first reading.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603570

Cristina De La Fuente-Valadez

Director, Rulemaking

Texas Education Agency

Effective date: July 1, 2027

Proposal publication date: May 15, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 475-1497
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SUBCHAPTER B. MIDDLE SCHOOL
19 TAC §128.30

STATUTORY AUTHORITY. The new section is adopted under
Texas Education Code (TEC), §28.002(c-4), as added by House
Bill 1605, 88th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2023, which
requires the State Board of Education, in adopting essential
knowledge and skills for English language arts under TEC,
§28.002(a)(1)(A), to specify a list of required vocabulary and at
least one literary work to be taught in each grade level.

CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE. The new section imple-
ments Texas Education Code, §28.002(c-4), as added by House
Bill 1605, 88th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2023.

$§128.30.  Literary Works Lists, Grade 6 and English Learners Lan-
guage Arts (ELLA), Grades 7 and 8, Adopted 2026.

(a) This section implements the requirements of Texas Educa-
tion Code (TEC), §28.002(c-4), and, in conjunction with Chapter 113
of'this title (relating to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Social
Studies), implements the requirements of TEC, §28.002(a)(2)(G), (h),
and (h-1). The provisions of this section applicable to Grade 6 shall be
implemented beginning with the 2031-2032 school year, in conjunc-
tion with §128.21 of this chapter (relating to Spanish Language Arts
and Reading, Grade 6, Adopted 2017). The provisions of this section
applicable to Grades 7 and 8 shall be implemented beginning with the
2032-2033 school year, in conjunction with §128.22 of this chapter (re-
lating to English Learners Language Arts (ELLA), Grade 7, Adopted
2017) and §128.23 of this chapter (relating to English Learners Lan-
guage Arts (ELLA), Grade 8, Adopted 2017).

(b) The literary works in an English or Spanish version in-
cluded in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(3) of this section shall be
included in instruction at or before the designated grade level for stu-
dents receiving instruction in Spanish language arts and reading. Each
required literary work shall be read in its entirety unless otherwise in-
dicated in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(3) of this section.

(c) Students shall demonstrate proficiency in the student ex-
pectations described in §§128.21-128.23 of this chapter (relating to
Spanish Language Arts and Reading, Grade 6, Adopted 2017; English
Learners Language Arts (ELLA), Grade 7, Adopted 2017; and Eng-
lish Learners Language Arts (ELLA), Grade 8, Adopted 2017) using,
at a minimum, the required literary works listed in the figures in sub-
section (f)(1)-(3) of this section. The literary works required by this
section represent a portion of the literary works to be read by or for
students in that grade and do not include texts that would cover all
of the essential knowledge and skills for that grade. Additional liter-

ary works to be used in instruction must be selected at the local level,
which may be accomplished by using literary works provided in a local
adoption of instructional materials. When making local selections of
additional literary works for instruction in Spanish language arts and
reading and English as a second language, school districts and charter
schools should include texts that cover the remainder of the essential
knowledge and skills and prioritize content that reinforces required stu-
dent expectations of knowledge from other subjects, including social
studies. Additional locally selected literary works must be of similar
rigor as required by the list in the figure for the given grade level.

(d) Research consistently shows that print-based reading sup-
ports stronger comprehension and retention than screen-based reading.
It is strongly recommended that students read from printed copies of
required literary works as opposed to digital copies on digital devices.

(e) Literary works listed in the figures for Grades 6-12 are or-
ganized by grouping required titles into a set. Each set of literary works
identifies an anchor work along with additional shorter works that may
be read to support the anchor, with the shorter works denoted in the fig-
ures with a set of dashes that points back to each anchor. This approach
to grouping is recommended as an option to consider for instruction but
is not required.

(f) The literary works lists to be used by school districts and
charter schools are provided in the figures in this subsection.

(1) Grade 6 list, entitled "Required Spanish Literary Works
- Grade 6."
Figure: 19 TAC §128.30(f)(1)

(2) ELLA Grade 7 list, entitled "Required Literary Works
- Grade 7."
Figure: 19 TAC §128.30(f)(2)

(3) ELLA Grade 8 list, entitled "Required Literary Works
- Grade 8."
Figure: 19 TAC §128.30(H)(3)

(g) Alltitles must be taught, either in English or in Spanish. If
a Spanish version is not available, the English version must be taught.
The determination as to whether a title is taught in English or Spanish is
based on the language of instruction determined by the Language Profi-
ciency Assessment Committee (LPAC), as applicable, and the bilingual
program model as described in Chapter 89, Subchapter BB, of this title
(relating to Commissioner's Rules Concerning State Plan for Educating
Emergent Bilingual Students) and further adjusted based on individual
student need.

(h) For each literary work that has an associated International
Standard Book Number (ISBN), the ISBN is included in the figures
in subsection (f)(1)-(3) of this section. For literary works without an
ISBN, the Texas Education Agency (TEA) shall maintain a website
providing information on how to identify the specific version of the
literary work. Some literary works are available in multiple versions,
and, as such, districts and charter schools shall use a version of each
required literary work that includes text that is identical to the version
featured in the ISBN listed in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(3) of this
section or the information maintained on the TEA website.

(i) Inaccordance with TEC, §26.010, a parent retains the right
to temporarily remove the parent's child from instruction in a required
literary work that conflicts with the parent's religious or moral beliefs
if the parent presents or delivers to the teacher of the parent's child a
written statement authorizing the removal of the child from the instruc-
tion. If a graded assignment or local assessment is based solely on the
content of a required literary work for which a parent exercised a right
under TEC, §26.010, the school district or charter school is encour-
aged, but not required, to provide an alternative graded assignment or
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local assessment that is based on an alternative literary work provided
for the student who was removed from instruction.

(j) Inthe event the commissioner of education determines that
a literary work required in any of the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(3)
of this section is no longer available at a reasonable cost at the vol-
ume required for implementation across the state, the commissioner
shall report that finding to the State Board of Education (SBOE), and
the SBOE may consider an amendment to remove that specific literary
work from the relevant figure, subject to holding two board meetings
for a first and second reading without a separate meeting for discussion
before first reading.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603572

Cristina De La Fuente-Valadez

Director, Rulemaking

Texas Education Agency

Effective date: July 1, 2027

Proposal publication date: May 15, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 475-1497

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER C. HIGH SCHOOL
19 TAC §128.70

STATUTORY AUTHORITY. The new section is adopted under
Texas Education Code (TEC), §28.002(c-4), as added by House
Bill 1605, 88th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2023, which
requires the State Board of Education, in adopting essential
knowledge and skills for English language arts under TEC,
§28.002(a)(1)(A), to specify a list of required vocabulary and at
least one literary work to be taught in each grade level.

CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE. The new section imple-
ments Texas Education Code, §28.002(c-4), as added by House
Bill 1605, 88th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2023.

$128.70.  Literary Works Lists, High School, Adopted 2026.

(a) This section implements the requirements of Texas Educa-
tion Code (TEC), §28.002(c-4), and, in conjunction with Chapter 113
of'this title (relating to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Social
Studies), implements the requirements of TEC, §28.002(a)(2)(G), (h),
and (h-1). The provisions of this section shall be implemented begin-
ning with the 2033-2034 school year, in conjunction with §128.34 of
this chapter (relating to English I for Speakers of Other Languages (One
Credit), Adopted 2017) and §128.35 of this chapter (relating to English
II for Speakers of Other Languages (One Credit), Adopted 2017).

(b) The literary works included in the figures in subsection
(H)(1) and (2) of this section shall be included in instruction at or before
the designated grade level for students receiving instruction in Spanish
language arts and reading. Each required literary work shall be read in
its entirety unless otherwise indicated in the figures in subsection (f)(1)
and (2) of this section.

(c) Students shall demonstrate proficiency in the student ex-
pectations described in §128.34 and §128.35 of this chapter (relating
to English I for Speakers of Other Languages (One Credit), Adopted
2017; and English II for Speakers of Other Languages (One Credit),
Adopted 2017) using, at a minimum, the required literary works listed
in the figures in subsection (f)(1) and (2) of this section. The liter-

ary works required by this section represent a portion of the literary
works to be read by or for students in that grade and do not include
texts that would cover all of the essential knowledge and skills for that
grade. Additional literary works to be used in instruction must be se-
lected at the local level, which may be accomplished by using literary
works provided in a local adoption of instructional materials. When
making local selections of additional literary works for instruction in
Spanish language arts and reading and English as a second language,
school districts and charter schools should include texts that cover the
remainder of the essential knowledge and skills and prioritize content
that reinforces required student expectations of knowledge from other
subjects, including social studies. Additional locally selected literary
works must be of similar rigor as required by the list in the figure for
the given grade level.

(d) Research consistently shows that print-based reading sup-
ports stronger comprehension and retention than screen-based reading.
It is strongly recommended that students read from printed versions of
required literary works as opposed to digital copies on digital devices.

(e) Literary works listed in the figures for Grades 6-12 are or-
ganized by grouping required titles into a set. Each set of literary works
identifies an anchor work along with additional shorter works that may
be read to support the anchor, with the shorter works denoted in the fig-
ures with a set of dashes that points back to each anchor. This approach
to grouping is recommended as an option to consider for instruction but
is not required.

(f) The literary works lists to be used by school districts and
charter schools are provided in the figures in this subsection.

(1) English I for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) list,
entitled "Required Literary Works - ESOL 1."
Figure: 19 TAC §128.70(f)(1)

(2) English II for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)
list, entitled "Required Literary Works - ESOL I1."
Figure: 19 TAC §128.70(f)(2)

(g) For each literary work that has an associated International
Standard Book Number (ISBN), the ISBN is included in the figures
in subsection (f)(1) and (2) of this section. For literary works without
an ISBN, the Texas Education Agency (TEA) shall maintain a website
providing information on how to identify the specific version of the
literary work. Some literary works are available in multiple versions,
and, as such, districts and charter schools shall use a version of each
required literary work that includes text that is identical to the version
featured in the ISBN listed in the figures in subsection (f)(1) and (2) of
this section or the information maintained on the TEA website.

(h) Inaccordance with TEC, §26.010, a parent retains the right
to temporarily remove the parent's child from instruction in a required
literary work that conflicts with the parent's religious or moral beliefs
if the parent presents or delivers to the teacher of the parent's child a
written statement authorizing the removal of the child from the instruc-
tion. If a graded assignment or local assessment is based solely on the
content of a required literary work for which a parent exercised a right
under TEC, §26.010, the school district or charter school is encour-
aged, but not required, to provide an alternative graded assignment or
local assessment that is based on an alternative literary work provided
for the student who was removed from instruction.

(i) Inthe event the commissioner of education determines that
a literary work required in any of the figures in subsection (f)(1) and
(2) of this section is no longer available at a reasonable cost at the
volume required for implementation across the state, the commissioner
shall report that finding to the State Board of Education (SBOE), and
the SBOE may consider an amendment to remove that specific literary
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work from the relevant figure, subject to holding two board meetings
for a first and second reading without a separate meeting for discussion
before first reading.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603573

Cristina De La Fuente-Valadez

Director, Rulemaking

Texas Education Agency

Effective date: July 1, 2027

Proposal publication date: May 15, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 475-1497

¢ ¢ ¢

CHAPTER 153. SCHOOL DISTRICT
PERSONNEL

SUBCHAPTER EE. COMMISSIONER'S RULES
CONCERNING REGISTRY OF PERSONS NOT
ELIGIBLE FOR EMPLOYMENT IN PUBLIC
SCHOOLS

19 TAC §153.1201, §153.1253

The Texas Education Agency (TEA) adopts an amendment to
§153.1201 and new §153.1253, concerning the registry of per-
sons not eligible for employment in public schools. The amend-
ment to §153.1201 is adopted with changes to the proposed text
as published in the May 15, 2026 issue of the Texas Register
(51 TexReg 3293) and will be republished. New §153.1253 is
adopted without changes to the proposed text as published in the
May 15, 2026 issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 3293) and
will not be republished. The adopted revisions provide clarifica-
tion to existing statutory provisions and implement the require-
ments of Senate Bill (SB) 571, 89th Texas Legislature, Regular
Session, 2025.

REASONED JUSTIFICATION: SB 571 was passed by the
89th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2025, and created
Texas Education Code (TEC), §22A.152, Temporary Inclusion
in Registry Based on Continuing and Imminent Threat to Public
Welfare, which requires the commissioner of education to adopt
rules to temporarily place a person in the registry of persons
not eligible for employment in public schools if the commis-
sioner determines that the person's continued employment at
or provision of services to an educational entity constitutes a
continuing and imminent threat to public welfare. SB 571 also
created TEC, §22A.153, Temporary Inclusion in Registry for
Certain Arrests, which requires the commissioner to adopt rules
to temporarily include a person who is employed by or acting as
a service provider for an educational entity in the registry if the
person is arrested for an offense listed in TEC, §22A.201(a).

Pursuant to these statutory changes, the adopted amendment to
§153.1201 adds definitions for the terms "appropriate boundary"
and "inappropriate communication" in new subsections (b) and
(d). The new definitions implement the requirements of TEC,
§22A.051 and §22A.052, which require a superintendent or di-
rector of an educational entity to report misconduct to the com-
missioner, specifically, inappropriate communications and failure

to maintain appropriate boundaries with a student or minor as
defined in State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) rule.

In response to public comment, §153.1201 was modified at
adoption to add a definition for "service provider" in new subsec-
tion (g), reflecting that the definition is the statutory definition in
TEC, §22A.001(8). In addition, the definition for "inappropriate
communication" in subsection (d) was clarified at adoption
by adding a comma following the examples of inappropriate
communication.

Adopted new §153.1253 on temporary inclusions implements
the requirements of TEC, §22A.152 and §22A.153. The new
section increases the commissioner's authority by rule to resolve
allegations of misconduct or abuse by non-certified school per-
sonnel and determine whether placement on the do not hire reg-
istry is warranted. Specifically, the new section expands the
commissioner's authority to place an individual on the registry
if it is determined that the individual's continued employment or
provision of services at an educational entity constitutes a con-
tinuing and imminent threat to the public welfare or the person
is arrested for an offense listed under TEC, §22A.201(a), and is
employed by or acting as a service provider for an educational
entity.

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS AND AGENCY RESPONSES: The
public comment period on the proposal began May 15, 2026, and
ended June 15, 2026. Following is a summary of the comments
received and agency responses.

Comment: A commenter recommended including a definition
for "service provider" and editing the definitions of "inappropri-
ate communication" and "appropriate boundary" for clarity.

Response: The agency agrees in part and has modified
§153.1201 at adoption to include a definition for "service
provider" in new subsection (g). The definition clarifies that the
term has the meaning assigned by TEC, §22A.001(8). The def-
inition for "inappropriate communication" in subsection (d) was
also modified to incorporate the commenter's suggestion to add
a comma after the examples of inappropriate communication
for clarity. The agency disagrees with the recommendation to
change "appropriate boundary" since the language provides
clarity in response to another request for expanded language.

Comment: A commenter expressed concern with the vagueness
of "continuing and imminent threat to public welfare" outlined in
the rule.

Response: The agency provides the following clarification. The
proposed language comes from statute, and identical language
has previously been discussed at length in relation to SBEC's
rules, after which these rules are modeled.

Comment: A commenter supported the proposed revisions to
the registry of persons not eligible for employment in public
schools.

Response: The agency agrees.

Comment: A commenter supported the proposed revisions and
urged TEA to prioritize clarity, statewide consistency, and prac-
tical implementation support.

Response: The agency agrees.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY. The amendment and new section
are adopted under Texas Education Code (TEC), §22A.052, as
added by Senate Bill (SB) 571, 89th Texas Legislature, Regular
Session, 2025, which requires the superintendent or director of
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an educational entity to report misconduct as outlined in TEC,
§22A.051, to the commissioner; TEC, §22A.152, as added by
SB 571, 89th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2025, which
requires the commissioner to temporarily include a person in the
registry if the commissioner, based on evidence or information
presented to the commissioner regarding a complaint alleging
misconduct by the person, determines that the person's contin-
ued employment at or provision of services to an educational
entity constitutes continuing and imminent threat to the public
welfare; and TEC, §22A.153, as added by SB 571, 89th Texas
Legislature, Regular Session, 2025, which requires the commis-
sioner to temporarily include a person who is employed by or
acting as a service provider for an educational entity if the per-
son is arrested for an offense under TEC, §22A.201(a).

CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE. The amendment and new
section implement Texas Education Code, §§22A.052, 22A.152,
and 22A.153, as added by SB 571, 89th Texas Legislature, Reg-
ular Session, 2025.

§153.1201. Definitions.
(a) Abuse--This term has the meaning assigned by Texas Fam-
ily Code, §261.001(1).

(b) Appropriate boundary--For purposes of this subchapter, an
appropriate boundary is a separation between an employee or service
provider and a student that maintains an appropriate professional rela-
tionship between the two, based on a reasonably prudent person stan-
dard. Factors that may be considered in context and in the totality of
the circumstances in assessing whether appropriate boundaries were
maintained include, but are not limited to:

(1) physical proximity or physical contact beyond the pro-
fessional role or that the student has indicated is unwelcome, unless
such contact is professionally required;

(2) contacting or meeting the student beyond the profes-
sional role or making efforts to gain access to or time alone with a
student with no discernible professional purpose;

(3) transporting the student without permission from the
student's legal guardian or in violation of school board policy, unless
for an emergency;

(4) taking or possessing a photo or video of the student be-
yond the professional role or in violation of school board policy; and

(5) showing favoritism or isolation through gifts, rewards,
or privileges.

(c) Employee--A person who is employed by a school district,
district of innovation, charter school, service center, or shared services
arrangement and does not hold a certification issued by the State Board
for Educator Certification under Texas Education Code (TEC), Chapter
21, Subchapter B.

(d) Inappropriate communication--An oral or written commu-
nication between an employee or service provider and a student or mi-
nor, whether made in person or remotely, including, but not limited
to, a hand-delivered or mailed note or letter, a telephone call made by
landline or mobile network, and an electronic communication such as
text message, email, instant message, blog entry, or other online social
network communication, that does not maintain an appropriate bound-
ary. Factors that may be considered in context and in the totality of the
circumstances in assessing whether the communication is inappropri-
ate include, but are not limited to:

(1) the nature, purpose, timing, and amount of the commu-
nication;

(2) the subject matter of the communication;

(3) whether the communication was made openly or the
employee or service provider attempted to conceal the communication;

(4) whether the communication could be reasonably inter-
preted as soliciting sexual contact or a romantic relationship;

(5) whether the communication was sexually explicit;

(6) whether the communication involved discussion(s) of
the physical or sexual attractiveness or the sexual history, activities,
preferences, or fantasies of either the employee or service provider or
the student; and

(7) whether the communication could be reasonably inter-
preted as threatening the welfare and/or safety of the student.

(e) Nonprofit teacher organization--An organization approved
by the commissioner to participate in a tutoring program under TEC,
§33.913.

(f) Private school--A non-public school that offers a course of
instruction for students in Texas in one or more grades from Prekinder-
garten-Grade 12 and is:

(1) accredited by an organization that is monitored and ap-
proved by the Texas Private School Accreditation Commission;

(2) listed in the National Center for Education Statistics
database; or

(3) achild care provider that is licensed by the Texas Health
and Human Services Commission.

(g) Service provider--This term has the meaning assigned by
TEC, §22A.001(8).

(h) Solicitation of sexual contact--Deliberate or repeated acts
that can be reasonably interpreted as the solicitation by an employee
of a relationship with a student that is sexual in nature. Solicitation
of sexual contact is often characterized by a strong emotional or sexual
attachment and/or by patterns of exclusivity but does not include appro-
priate relationships that arise out of legitimate contexts such as familial
connections or longtime acquaintance. The following acts, considered
in context, may constitute prima facie evidence of the solicitation by
an employee of sexual contact with a student:

(1) behavior, gestures, expressions, or communications
with a student that are unrelated to the employee's job duties and
evidence a sexual intent or interest in the student, including statements
of love, affection, or attraction. Factors that may be considered in
determining the intent of such communications or behavior, include,
without limitation:

(A) the nature of the communications;
(B) the timing of the communications;
(C) the extent of the communications;

(D) whether the communications were made openly or
secretly;

(E) the extent that the employee attempts to conceal the
communications;

(F) if the employee claims to be counseling a student,
the commissioner may consider whether the employee's job duties in-
cluded counseling, whether the employee reported the subject of the
counseling to the student's guardians or to the appropriate school per-
sonnel, or, in the case of alleged abuse or neglect, whether the employee
reported the abuse or neglect to the appropriate authorities; and
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(G) any other evidence tending to show the context of
the communications between employee and student;

(2) making inappropriate comments about a student's body,
creating or transmitting sexually suggestive photographs or images, or
encouraging the student to transmit sexually suggestive photographs or
images;

(3) making sexually demeaning comments to a student;

(4) making comments about a student's potential sexual
performance;

(5) requesting details of a student's sexual history;

(6) requesting a date, sexual acts, or any activity intended
for the sexual gratification of the employee;

(7) engaging in conversations regarding the sexual prob-
lems, preferences, or fantasies of either party;

(8) inappropriate hugging, kissing, or excessive touching;
(9) providing the student with drugs or alcohol;

(10) violating written directives from school administra-
tors regarding the employee's behavior toward a student;

(11) suggestions that a romantic relationship is desired af-
ter the student graduates, including post-graduation plans for dating or
marriage; and

(12) any other acts tending to show that the employee so-
licited sexual contact with a student.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603553

Cristina De La Fuente-Valadez

Director, Rulemaking

Texas Education Agency

Effective date: September 7, 2026

Proposal publication date: May 15, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 475-1497
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TITLE 22. EXAMINING BOARDS

PART 9. TEXAS MEDICAL BOARD

CHAPTER 160. GENERAL PROVISIONS
SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL
22 TAC §160.8

The Texas Medical Board (Board) adopts new rule §160.8, con-
cerning Employee Training and Education. The new rule is be-
ing adopted without changes to the proposed text as published
in the July 10, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg
4459). The adopted new rule will not be republished.

The adopted new rule §160.8, relating to Employee Training and
Education, authorizes reimbursement of training and education
expenses consistent with Subchapters C and D, Chapter 656,
Texas Government Code.

No written comments were received and no one appeared to
testify regarding the new rule at the public hearing on August
14, 2026.

The new rule is adopted under the authority of Subchapters C
and D, Chapter 656, Texas Government Code and Texas Occu-
pations Code §153.001, which provides authority for the Board
to adopt rules necessary to administer and enforce the Medical
Practice Act and to adopt rules necessary to perform its duties.

No other statutes, articles or codes are affected by this adoption.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 14, 2026.

TRD-202603484

Scott Freshour

General Counsel

Texas Medical Board

Effective date: September 3, 2026

Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 305-7059
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CHAPTER 161. PHYSICIAN LICENSURE
SUBCHAPTER H. CONTINUING MEDICAL
EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSE
RENEWAL

22 TAC §161.35

The Texas Medical Board (Board) adopts amendments to
Chapter 161, concerning Continuing Medical Education (CME)
Requirements for License Renewal. The amendments to rule
§161.35 are being adopted without changes to the proposed text
as published in the July 10, 2026, issue of the Texas Register
(51 TexReg 4460). The adopted amendments to rule §161.35
will not be republished.

These rules are mandated by the passage of HB47 and SB25
(89th Regular Legislative Session) which amended the Texas
Occupations Code, Sections 156.057 and 156.061. The pro-
posed amendments require licensed physicians to complete
specified continuing medical education on forensic evidence
collection as well as nutrition and metabolic health.

The adopted amendments to §161.35 are as follows:

Amendment to §161.35(a) adds section (3)(A), requiring li-
censed physicians to complete two credit hours of CME in
accordance with §156.057 of the Act and provides that the Board
will recognize any course found acceptable to the Governor's
Sexual Assault Survivors' Task Force to meet the requirement
for continuing education in forensic evidence collection. The
bill requires the Medical Board to adopt rules as necessary to
implement the new provisions of the Texas Occupations Code.

Amendment to §161.35(a) adds section (3)(B), requiring li-
censed physicians to complete one credit hour of CME, in
accordance with §156.061 of the Act, in the topic of nutrition
and metabolic health focused on the nutritional guidelines
recommended by the Texas Nutrition Advisory Committee. The
bill requires the Medical Board to adopt rules as necessary to
implement the new provisions of the Texas Occupations Code.

ADOPTED RULES
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The Board received one written comment regarding the pro-
posed amendments to rule §161.35 from Texas Society of Eye
Physicians and Surgeons.No one appeared to testify regarding
the new rule at the public hearing on August 14, 2026. A
summary of comments relating to the new rule and the Board
responses, follows.

Comment: Texas Society of Eye Physicians and Surgeons asks
that the Board revise the proposed rules to clarify that physicians
who do not specialize in emergency medicine are not subject to
these CME requirements.

Response: The Board declines to make this clarification. The
Board does not track licensee practice designation and, there-
fore, CE Broker has a work-around and handles attestations for
exemptions. The Board's CME tracking system, CE Broker, al-
lows the licensee to claim an exemption when their practice area
or designation does not require the CME based on the statutory
specifications. The Board has determined that the CE Broker ex-
emption or attestation process has worked historically for statu-
torily required Opioid and Human Trafficking CME, as those CME
topics are also required based on practice designation.

The amendments to the rule are adopted pursuant to the
passage of HB47 and SB25 (89th Regular Legislative Session)
which amended the Texas Occupations Code, Section 156.057
and added new Texas Occupations Code Section 156.061.
These Sections require the Board to adopt rules to implement
such sections. Specifically, Texas Occupations Code, Sec-
tion 153.001, provides authority for the Board to adopt rules
necessary to administer and enforce the Medical Practice Act,
adopt rules necessary to perform its duties and regulate the
practice of medicine in this state. Texas Occupations Code,
Sections 156.057 and 156.061, provide authority for the Board
to recommend and adopt rules to implement these sections. No
other statutes, articles or codes are affected by this adoption.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 14, 2026.

TRD-202603485

Scott Freshour

General Counsel

Texas Medical Board

Effective date: September 3, 2026

Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 305-7059

¢ ¢ ¢

CHAPTER 183. PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS
SUBCHAPTER B. LICENSING AND
REGISTRATION

22 TAC §183.16

The Texas Medical Board (Board) adopts amendments to
Chapter 183, concerning Biennial Continuing Medical Educa-
tion (CME) Requirements concerning Physician Assistants.
The amendments to rule §183.16 are being adopted without
changes to the proposed text as published in the July 10, 2026,
issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 4466). The adopted
amendments to rule §183.16 will not be republished.

These rules are mandated by the passage of HB47 and SB25
(89th Regular Legislative Session) which amended the Texas
Occupations Code, Sections 204.1563. The proposed amend-
ments require licensed physician assistants to complete spec-
ified continuing medical education on forensic evidence collec-
tion as well as nutrition and metabolic health.

The adopted amendments to rule §183.16 are as follows:

Amendment to §183.16(a) adds section (2)(A) requiring physi-
cian assistants to complete two credit hours of continuing med-
ical education (CME) in accordance with § 204.1563 of the Act
and provides that the Board will recognize any course found ac-
ceptable to the Governor's Sexual Assault Survivors' Task Force
to meet the requirement for continuing education in forensic evi-
dence collection. The bill requires the Medical Board, on recom-
mendations of the Physician Assistant Board, to adopt rules as
necessary to implement the new provisions of the Texas Occu-
pations Code.

Amendment to §183.16(a) adds section (2)(B) requiring physi-
cian assistants to complete one credit hour of continuing medical
education (CME), in accordance with § 204.1563 of the Act, in
the topic of nutrition and metabolic health focused on the nutri-
tional guidelines recommended by the Texas Nutrition Advisory
Committee. The bill requires the Medical Board, on recommen-
dations of the Physician Assistant Board, to adopt rules as nec-
essary to implement the new provisions of the Texas Occupa-
tions Code.

No written comments were received and no one appeared to
testify regarding the amendment to rule §183.16(a) at the public
hearing on August 14, 2026.

The amendments to the rule are adopted pursuant to the
passage of HB47 and SB25 (89th Regular Legislative Session)
which added new Texas Occupations Code Section 204.1563.
This Section requires the Board to adopt rules to implement
such sections. Specifically, Texas Occupations Code, Section
204.101, provides authority for the Board to adopt rules neces-
sary to administer and enforce the Physician Assistant Licensing
Act, adopt rules necessary to perform its duties and regulate
the practice of medicine by a physician assistant in this state.
Texas Occupations Code, Section 204.1563, provide authority
for the Board to recommend and adopt rules to implement these
sections. No other statutes, articles or codes are affected by
this adoption.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 14, 2026.

TRD-202603486

Scott Freshour

General Counsel

Texas Medical Board

Effective date: September 3, 2026

Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 305-7059
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CHAPTER 186. MEDICAL RADIOLOGIC
TECHNOLOGY
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SUBCHAPTER C. NON-CERTIFIED
TECHNICIAN REGISTRATION AND PRACTICE
REQUIREMENTS

22 TAC §186.26

The Texas Medical Board (Board) adopts amendment concern-
ing Chapter 186, Medical Radiologic Technology, Subchapter C,
concerning Non-Certified Technician Registration and Practice
Requirements, §186.26. The amendment to the rule is being
adopted without changes to the proposed text as published in the
March 20, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 1788).
The adopted amendment to the rule will not be republished.

The adopted amendment to §186.26, relating to Education Stan-
dards for Non-Certified Technician, clarifies that the rule does not
require 120 classroom hours, but rather, the educational stan-
dard is met upon completion of the minimum hours required by
an approved program within each topic area. Specifically, the
adopted amendment in subsection (a)(4) further clarifies that,
within an approved program, a non-certified technician is re-
quired to complete one or more of the units of applied human
anatomy on the list, but not all.

The Board received 66 written comments regarding the pro-
posed amendment to rule from registered MRTs or Radiologic
Technology educators and the Texas Society of Radiologic Tech-
nology. One member of the public, identified as the president of
an MRT society, appeared to testify regarding the amendment
to the rule at the Texas Board of Medical Radiologic Technology
meeting on June 26, 2026. A summary of comments relating to
the amendment to the rule, and the Board responses, follows.

Comment: Texas Society of Radiologic Technology commented
that an individual could qualify for NCT registration with as few
as 66 total classroom hours, which they think lowers threshold
entry. They ask that comprehensive educational requirements
on multiple anatomical areas be maintained; scope of practice be
clarified and that minimum hour requirements be re-evaluated.

Response: Historically, there was never a 120-hour classroom
requirement for this certification type. This was a scrivener er-
ror that occurred when the Board underwent a major rule re-
organization and re-write. Therefore, this amendment corrects
and restores the original requirements for NCTs. The rule, as
amended, specifies that a minimum number of hours are to be
completed, plus completion of one or more units of applied hu-
man anatomy and radiologic procedures delineated in the rule.

Comment: Group and individual commenters expressed con-
cern about limiting training to one anatomical area and com-
mented that the rule amendment would reduce didactic hours.

Response: Historically, there was never a 120-hour classroom
requirement for this certification type. This was scrivener er-
ror that occurred when the Board underwent a major rule re-
organization and re-write. Therefore, this amendment corrects
and restores the original requirements for NCTs. The rule, as
amended, specifies that a minimum number of hours are to be
completed, plus completion of one or more units of applied hu-
man anatomy and radiologic procedures delineated in the rule.

The amendment to the rule is adopted under the authority
of Texas Occupations Code §§153.001 and §601.052 and
§601.0522, which provides authority for the Board to adopt rules
necessary to administer and enforce the Medical Radiologic
Technologist Certification Act and to adopt rules necessary to
regulate and license non-certified technicians.

No other statutes, articles or codes are affected by this adoption.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 14, 2026.

TRD-202603489

Scott Freshour

General Counsel

Texas Medical Board

Effective date: September 3, 2026

Proposal publication date: March 20, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 305-7059
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PART 10. TEXAS FUNERAL SERVICE
COMMISSION

CHAPTER 206. ANATOMICAL FACILITIES,
NON-TRANSPLANT ANATOMICAL
DONATION ORGANIZATIONS, AND WILLED
BODY PROGRAMS

22 TAC §206.1

The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC)
adopts the repeal of 22 TAC §206.1, Jurisdiction of Board, with-
out changes to the proposed text as published in the July 10,
2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 4468) and will not
be republished.

Reasoned Justification OF ADOPTED REPEAL.

The adopted repeal is to eliminate the outdated rule and replace
it simultaneously with a new more germane rule.

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS.

The Commission received no comments regarding the proposed
repeal.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY.

The repeal is adopted under Texas Health and Safety Code,
Chapter 691, including §691.Go1, which defines the terms used
in the chapter, and §691.022(c), which requires the Commission
to adopt rules, establish procedures, and prescribe forms neces-
sary to administer and enforce the chapter. The adopted repeal
is also adopted under Chapter 692A, health and Safety Code,
and under Chapter 651, Occupations Code, including §651.005,
which directs the Commission to regulate willed body programs,
non-transplant anatomical donation organizations, and anatom-
ical facilities as provided by Chapter 691.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted repeal are those
set forth in Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, and
Chapter 692A; and Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 651.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.
TRD-202603539
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Maria Haynes

Interim Executive Director

Texas Funeral Service Commission

Effective date: September 6, 2026

Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488

¢ L4 ¢
22 TAC §206.1

The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC)
adopts new §206.1, relating to Scope and Definitions. Section
206.1 is adopted with changes to the proposed text as published
in the July 10, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg
4469) and will be republished.

Reasoned Justification.

The adopted new rule under Chapter 206 implement Texas
Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, Donation of Bodies and
Anatomical Specimens, and related provisions of Chapter 692A,
Health and Safety Code, and Chapter 651, Occupations Code.
The adopted new rule updates Chapter 206 to conform the
Commission's anatomical-donation rules to the statutory frame-
work enacted by Senate Bill 2040, 88th Legislature, Regular
Session (2023), which transferred regulation of willed body pro-
grams, non-transplant anatomical donation organizations, and
anatomical facilities to the Commission and redesignated and
amended Chapter 691, Health and Safety Code. The adopted
new rule rewrites the section to state the purpose and scope of
the chapter and to consolidate the definition used through out
the Commission's rule implementing Texas Health and Safety
Code, Chapters 691 and 692A. The adopted new rule identifies
the material and persons regulated under the chapter, clarifies
that microscopic and laboratory material governed by other law
is not regulated as a body or anatomical specimen, and defines
the terms used throughout the chapter's scope, and give the
regulated community and the public consistent, plain-language
definitions.

General Comments.

The agency received eight comments regarding the proposed
new rule, which centered on jurisdictional scope and definition,
including the treatment of transplant-related material, micro-
scopic and laboratory material, NADOs and OPOs, authorized
entities, and transfer.

Agency Response.

The agency appreciates the public comments. The agency be-
lieves changes to clarify the exclusion of transplant activity with-
out treating organ or tissue donation as a method of final dis-
position; clarify excluded microscopic and laboratory material;
update the AATB reference; refine the definitions of "authorized
entity" and "transfer"; and make related technical and grammat-
ical corrections. Where commenters requested broader exclu-
sions from Chapter 206, staff did not adopt those changes.

Statutory Authority.

The new rule is adopted under Texas Health and Safety Code,
Chapter 691, including §691.001, which defines the terms used
in the chapter, and §691.022(c), which requires the Commission
to adopt rules, establish procedures, and prescribe forms neces-
sary to administer and enforce the chapter. The new rule is also

adopted under Chapter 692A, Health and Safety Code, includ-
ing §651.005, which directs the Commission to regulate willed
body programs, non-transplant anatomical donation organiza-
tions, and anatomical facilities as provided by Chapter 691.

The statutory provision affected by the adopted rule are those
set forth in Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, and
Chapter 692A; and Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 651.

The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which
the new rule is adopted in Senate Bill 2040, 88th Legislature,
Regular Session (2023).

§206.1.  Scope and Definitions.

(a) Purpose. This section establishes the scope of the mate-
rial regulated under this chapter and defines terms used throughout
the commission's rules implementing Health and Safety Code Chap-
ters 691 and 692A.

(b) Regulated material; application.

(1) This chapter applies to a body, and to each anatomical
specimen derived from a body, when:

(A) the method of disposition recorded on the certificate
of death is "Donation" (see 25 TAC §181.14 and the certificate of death
prescribed by the Department of State Health Services);

(B) a non-transplant anatomical donation organization
is the donee for the purpose of education or research under Chapters
691 or 692A, Health and Safety Code; or

(C) the body is otherwise lawfully donated to, deliv-
ered to or distributed by the commission under Chapters 691 or 692A,
Health and Safety Code, including a body delivered under §691.023
(duty to deliver certain bodies) or §691.026 (body of a traveler).

(2) This chapter does not apply to a body whose method
of disposition recorded on the certificate of death is burial, cremation,
entombment, mausoleum, or removal from state.

(3) Microscopic and laboratory material derived from a
body or specimen--including blood and blood components, fluids
drawn for laboratory analysis, histologic, microscopic, skeletal, or
brain specimens such as slides or paraffin blocks, cell or tissue cultures,
and extracted nucleic acids--is not regulated as a body or anatomical
specimen under this chapter, to the extent it is governed by other law.

(4) Commercially acquired skeletal material is not subject
to this chapter.

(5) This chapter applies to a body or anatomical specimen
in the custody or control of a person registered with, authorized by, or
approved by the commission under this chapter, without regard to the
source from which the body or anatomical specimen was received, in-
cluding a body or anatomical specimen received from a non-transplant
anatomical donation organization or from an organ procurement organ-
ization for use in research or education. This chapter does not apply to
the recovery, screening, testing, storage or allocation of an organ, an
eye, or tissue transplanted into a human under Chapter 692A, Health
and Safety Code.

(6) A gift of a whole body is subject to the chapter. Under
§692A.011(a)(4), Health and Safety Code, an eye bank or tissue bank's
use of a gift of a whole body must be coordinated through the commis-
sion.

(c) Definitions. The following words and terms have the fol-
lowing meanings when used in this chapter, unless the context clearly
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indicates otherwise. A term not defined here has the meaning given in
Health and Safety Code §691.001.

(1) "AATB" means the American Association of Tissue
Banks, or a successor entity including Association for Advancing
Tissue and Biologics that maintains the AATB standards..

(2) "Administrator in Charge" or "AIC" means an individ-
ual or an administrative body of an authorized entity headed by an indi-
vidual who has the authority to represent the entity and who is respon-
sible for the operation of the entity according to federal, state and local
laws, and the policies and procedures of the entity's governing body.
The Administrator in Charge is the primary point of contact with the
commission on behalf of the authorized entity or applicant.

(3) "Advancement of medical or forensic science" - means
the use of a whole body or anatomical specimen donation for the ad-
vancement of medical, allied health, dental, or forensic science edu-
cation, research, or training, including dissection, operation, examina-
tion and experimentation, by authorized entities for non-transplant pur-
poses allowed under Health and Safety Code Chapter 691. Pursuant to
Health and Safety Code, §691.001(6), willed body programs may only
use donor whole bodies or anatomical specimens for educational or re-
search purposes.

(4) "Agent" has the meaning assigned in Health and Safety
Code §692A.002(2).

(5) "Anatomical Specimen" has the meaning assigned in
Health and Safety Code §691.001(3)). The term does not include the
microscopic or laboratory material described in subsection (b)(3) of
this section or material intended for transplant in a living human recip-
ient.

(6) "Approved Setting" means a registered willed body
program, registered non-transplant anatomical donation organization,
registered anatomical facility, or other setting approved and inspected
by the commission under §691.034, with appropriate biosafety and
access controls. A venue offering general admission to the public is
not an approved setting.

(7) "Authorized Entity" means an entity registered by, or
inspected and approved by, the commission under §691.034, Health
and Safety Code.

(8) "Authorized Person" means a person authorized to re-
ceive or use a body or anatomical specimen under §691.033(a) and des-
ignated or registered by the commission, as further provided in §206.2
of this title. The term includes both an authorized entity and an autho-
rized individual.

(9) "Bioskills Trainer" means a medical device manufac-
turer's approved bioskills trainer.

(10) "Body" has the meaning assigned in Health and Safety
Code §691.001(2).

(11) "Consent for donation" means:

(A) informed consent for donation meeting the require-
ments of §691.028, Health and Safety Code; or

(B) an anatomical gift made under Chapter 692A,
Health and Safety Code, including a gift made by a person authorized
under §692A.009, Health and Safety Code, in the manner provided by
§692A.010, Health and Safety Code.

(12) "Designated Responsible Individual" means the indi-
vidual or individuals designated by and accountable for an entity's com-
pliance with this chapter with respect to each body or anatomical spec-
imen. For non-traditional approved anatomical facilities, a Designated

Responsible Individual must be on-site for the duration of the activity
with the body or anatomical specimen.

(13) "Donor" has the meaning assigned in Health and
Safety Code Section 692A.002(9).

(14) "Forensic science program" has the meaning assigned
in Health and Safety Code Section 692A.011(a)(5).

(15) "Governing body" means the governing authority of
an authorized entity that is responsible for the entity's organization,
management, control, and operation, including appointment of staff;
includes the owner or partners for authorized entities that are owned or
operated by an individual or partners.

(16) "Medical waste" has the meaning defined in 30 TAC
§326.3(23). However, if a facility hosts a lab, course, training or other
event in which a decedent whole body or anatomical specimen is used
for purposes authorized under Health and Safety Code Chapter 691,
then the facility is considered a "health care-related facility" for the
purpose of this chapter and Health and Safety Code, chapter 691 for
the length of time in which the decedent whole body or anatomical
specimen is physically located at the facility.

(17) "Non-traditional Anatomical Facility" means an in-
spected anatomical facility in a setting other than a purpose-built per-
manent anatomical facility.

(18) "Person" has the meaning assigned in Health and
Safety Code Section 692A.002(22).

(19) "Public Display" means the display, dissection, or ex-
hibition of a body or anatomical specimen before an audience admitted
from the general public, whether or not a fee is charged, other than as
part of a bona fide educational activity meeting the conditions of §206.7
of this title.

(20) "Qualified Instructor" means a licensed physician, or
dentist, a person holding an earned doctoral, master's or professional
degree in anatomy or a related health science, a licensed or certified
anatomist, or a state licensed educator or state licensed embalmer de-
livering instruction or medical, doctoral or master's student within an
accredited educational program.

(21) "Search and rescue organization" includes a search
and rescue organization or recovery team as defined in Health and
Safety Code Section 692A.011(a)(6).

(22) "Transfer" means a change in physical custody or of
legal control of a body or anatomical specimen, whether within this
state, into this state, or out of this state. The term does not include the
movement of a body or anatomical specimen within the premises and
under the continuous responsibility of a single authorized entity.

(23) "Violation" is the failure to comply with applicable
statutes or commission rules adopted under Health and Safety Code
Chapter 691 or Occupations Code Chapter 651 and under the methods
authorized thereby. Each day a violation continues or occurs is a sepa-
rate violation for purposes of imposing a penalty.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.
TRD-202603540
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Maria Haynes

Interim Executive Director

Texas Funeral Service Commission

Effective date: September 6, 2026

Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488

¢ L4 ¢
22 TAC §206.2

The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC)
adopts the repeal of 22 TAC §206.2, Institutional Requirements,
without changes to the proposed text as published in the July 10,
2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 4472) and will not
be republished.

Reasoned Justification OF ADOPTED REPEAL.

The adopted repeal is to eliminate the outdated rule and replace
it simultaneously with a new more germane rule.

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS.

The Commission received no comments regarding the proposed
repeal.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY.

The repeal is adopted under Texas Health and Safety Code,
Chapter 691, including §691.Go1, which defines the terms used
in the chapter, and §691.022(c), which requires the Commission
to adopt rules, establish procedures, and prescribe forms neces-
sary to administer and enforce the chapter. The adopted repeal
is also adopted under Chapter 692A, health and Safety Code,
and under Chapter 651, Occupations Code, including §651.005,
which directs the Commission to regulate willed body programs,
non-transplant anatomical donation organizations, and anatom-
ical facilities as provided by Chapter 691.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted repeal are those
set forth in Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, and
Chapter 692A; and Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 651.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603541

Maria Haynes

Interim Executive Director

Texas Funeral Service Commission

Effective date: September 6, 2026

Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488

¢ L4 ¢
22 TAC §206.2

The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC)
adopts new §206.2, relating to Authorized Activities. Section
206.2 is adopted with changes to the proposed text as published
in the July 10, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg
4473) and will be republished.

REASONED JUSTIFICATION.

The adopted new rule under Chapter 206 implement Texas
Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, Donation of Bodies
and Anatomical Specimens, and related provisions of Chapter
692A, Health and Safety Code, and Chapter 651, Occupations
Code. The adopted new rule updates Chapter 206 to conform
the Commission's anatomical-donation rules to the statutory
framework enacted by Senate Bill 2040, 88th Legislature, Reg-
ular Session (2023), which transferred regulation of willed body
programs, non-transplant anatomical donation organizations,
and anatomical facilities to the Commission and redesignated
and amended Chapter 691, Health and Safety Code. The
adopted new rule rewrites the section to state the purpose and
scope of the chapter and to consolidate the definition used
throughout the Commission's rule implementing Texas Health
and Safety Code, Chapter 691. The proposed rule satisfies the
Commission's mandatory duty under §691.033(d), Health and
Safety Code, to clearly state the activities authorized in relation
to the use or dissection of a body or anatomical specimen, to
aid prosecutions under §42.08, Penal Code. The adopted rule
is necessary to satisfy the Commission's mandatory duty under
§691.033(d), Health and Safety Code; provide predictable
protection for legitimate professional, educational, research,
and forensic practice; and give prosectors and the public clear
notice of the activities authorized and performed with legal
authority under Chapter 691.

GENERAL COMMENTS.

The agency received six comments regarding the proposed new
rule, which focused on who may act as an authorized person,
employees acting for authorized entities, medical and surgical
training activities, experimentation, consent, and the locations in
which authorized activities may occur.

AGENCY RESPONSE.

The agency appreciates the public comments. The agency be-
lieves changes to clarify the employee acting within the scope
of an authorized entity's activities does not need a separate in-
dividual authorization; align the rule with the "consent for dona-
tion" terminology used throughout the package; and refine the
location requirement so an authorized activity must occur at a
location approved by the Commission for that activity. Staff also
made conforming changes to the special-project and approval
language.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY.

The new rule is adopted under Texas Health and Safety Code,
Chapter 691, including §691.022(c), which requires the Commis-
sion to adopt rules, establish procedures necessary to adminis-
ter and enforce the chapter; §691.033(a), which authorizes the
use, dissection, operation on, examination, and experimentation
on a body or anatomical specimen to further medical or foren-
sic science, and §691.033(d), which requires the Commission
to adopt rules that clearly state the activities authorized in rela-
tion to the use or dissection of a body to aid prosecutions under
§42.08, Penal Code; and §691.034, which provides for registra-
tion, inspection, and authorization of persons using bodies and
anatomical specimens. The adopted rule is also adopted under
Chapter 651, Occupations Code, including §651.005.

The statutory provision affected by the adopted rule are those
set forth in Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691; Texas
Occupations Code, Chapter 651; and Texas Occupations Code,
Chapter 651.
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The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which
the new rule is adopted in Senate Bill 2040, 88th Legislature,
Regular Session (2023).

§206.2.  Authorized Activities.
(a) Authority and purpose.

(1) This section is adopted under §§691.022(c), 691.033(a)
and (d), and 691.034, Health and Safety Code.

(2) This section satisfies the commission's mandatory duty
under §691.033(d) to clearly state the activities authorized in relation
to the use or dissection of a body or anatomical specimen under the ju-
risdiction of the commission, provides predictable protection for legit-
imate professional practice, and defines the procedural standards gov-
erning the commission's administrative enforcement. To the extent of
any conflict, this section supersedes the abuse-of-corpse provisions of
22 TAC §206.15 of this title (relating to Abuse of a Corpse).

(b) Authorized persons; designation.

(1) Subject to registration, inspection, and / or licensure by
the commission, as applicable, and to consent for donation, as defined
in §206.1 of this title (relating to Scope and Definitions), the following
are authorized persons who may receive or use a body or anatomical
specimen derived from a whole body under §691.033(a), Health and
Safety Code:

(A) awilled body program;

(B) anon-transplant anatomical donation organization;
and

(C) an anatomical facility inspected and approved un-
der §691.034, Health and Safety Code, only for the purposes of using
a body or anatomical specimen, including:

(i) an institution of higher education, and a program
within it, in medicine, osteopathic medicine, dentistry, nursing, physi-
cian assistant studies, physical therapy, athletic training, emergency
medical services or paramedicine, mortuary science, biology, anatomy,
biomedical engineering, forensic science, or other health science;

(ii) a licensed physician, dentist, or other licensed
health professional conducting education, training, or research consis-
tent with §691.033(a);

(iii) a forensic science program, forensic biology,
forensic chemistry, forensic anthropology or taphonomy facility at an
institution of higher education or a governmental forensic agency;

(iv) asearch-and-rescue organization recognized by
the commission for human-remains-detection canine training;

(v) aUnited States military or other federal medical,
dental, surgical, forensic, or health-science education, training, or re-
search program operating in this state, to the extent it receives or uses a
body or anatomical specimen derived from a whole body under Chap-
ter 691, Health and Safety Code;

(vi) amedical device, biotechnology, or pharmaceu-
tical entity conducting education, training, research, or development,
when receiving bodies or anatomical specimens from, or using bod-
ies or anatomical specimens at, a registered willed body program, non-
transplant anatomical donation organization, or anatomical facility;

(vii) a continuing professional education or surgi-
cal-training provider conducting activities in an approved setting when
receiving bodies or anatomical specimens from, or using bodies or
anatomical specimens at, a registered willed body program, non-trans-
plant anatomical donation organization, or anatomical facility;

(viii) an eye bank or tissue bank, in coordination
with the commission, only for the purposes of using a body or anatom-
ical specimen. This chapter does not apply to these banks when
receiving donations under Chapter 692A, Health and Safety Code,
other than whole bodies;

(ix) agovernmental medical examiner, law enforce-
ment, first responder agency or forensic agency for education, training,
or research, in coordination with the commission; and

(x) any other person designated by the commission
under paragraph (5) of this subsection.

(2) Authorized Person. The commission may designate a
natural person as an authorized individual under this subsection in the
person's own right, as distinct from an entity. An individual acting
within the course and scope of employment with an authorized entity
while performing the entity's authorized activities is not required to
hold a separate individual authorization or registration under this para-
graph; however, the authorized entity at all times remains responsible
for the actions of its employees under this subsection.

(3) Designated Responsible Individual. Each authorized
entity shall designate a responsible individual or individuals account-
able for the entity's compliance with this chapter with respect to each
body or anatomical specimen. For non-traditional approved anatomi-
cal facilities, a Designated Responsible Individual must be on-site for
the duration of the activity with the body or anatomical specimen.

(4) Experimentation. As used in §691.033(a), Health and
Safety Code, and this section, experimentation means systematic in-
quiry, testing, or development performed on a body or anatomical spec-
imen to advance medical, surgical, dental, forensic, or other health sci-
ence.

(5) Designation of additional authorized persons.

(A) A personnot within paragraph (1) of this subsection
may apply to the commission for designation as an authorized person
under §691.033(a), Health and Safety Code, describing the applicant,
the intended use, the setting, the supervision, and the recordkeeping
and chain-of-custody measures the applicant will follow.

(B) The commission shall refer the application to the
State Anatomical Advisory Committee, which shall review it against
the criteria in subsection (c) of this section and submit a recommenda-
tion to the commission.

(C) In reviewing an application, the advisory commit-
tee and the commission shall consider whether the proposed use fur-
thers medical or forensic science under §691.033(a), Health and Safety
Code; is within the scope of the consent for donation; will occur in an
approved setting under qualified supervision; and will be supported by
the records and chain of custody required under this chapter.

(D) The commission shall make the final designation
decision after considering the advisory committee's recommendation.
A designation may be conditional, limited in duration, or revoked.

(c) Authorized activities. The activities listed in this subsec-
tion, when performed by an authorized person within the scope of the
consent for donation, are authorized under §691.033(a), Health and
Safety Code. The list in this subsection is illustrative of the activi-
ties authorized under §691.033(a), Health and Safety Code, and is not
exhaustive. An activity within the scope of §691.033(a), Health and
Safety Code, is authorized whether or not specifically named.

Figure: 22 TAC §206.2(c)

(d) Activities outside the listed scope. An activity not specifi-
cally listed in subsection (c) of this section is authorized when:
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(1) the activity is within the scope of the consent for dona-
tion; or

(2) the entity provides prior written notice to the com-
mission describing the activity, its purpose, and its alignment with
§691.033(a), Health and Safety Code, and the commission does not
object within 30 days of receipt.

(e) Safe harbor; conduct with legal authority.

(1) Anauthorized activity is performed with legal authority
within the meaning of Texas Penal Code §42.08 (Abuse of Corpse).

(2) Consistent with §691.033(c), Health and Safety Code,
a law relating to the prevention of mutilation of a body does not apply
to the use, dissection, operation, examination, or experiment on a body
or anatomical specimen authorized under §691.033, Health and Safety
Code.

(3) Experimentation, as defined in subsection (b)(4) of this
section and expressly authorized by §691.033(a), Health and Safety
Code, is an authorized activity when performed by an authorized per-
son within the scope of donor consent. Describing conduct as "experi-
ment" or "experimentation” does not by itself remove it from this safe
harbor.

(4) An authorized activity is not subject to administrative
penalty under §691.022(c), Health and Safety Code, and is not grounds
for suspension, revocation, or denial of registration under §691.034(c)
or (d), based solely on the nature of the activity.

(5) Nothing in this section limits the discretion of a district
attorney, county attorney, or other prosecuting authority in the exercise
of constitutional and statutory charging authority.

(f) Activities not authorized. The following are not authorized
under §691.033(a), Health and Safety Code, and are not within the safe
harbor of subsection (¢) of this section:

(1) use of abody or anatomical specimen outside the scope
of the consent for donation;

(2) sale, purchase, or transfer of a body or anatomical spec-
imen for valuable consideration in violation of §692A.016, Health and
Safety Code;

(3) use of a body or anatomical specimen by a person not
authorized under §691.033(a), Health and Safety Code and this section;

(4) public display of identifying features of a donor (in-
cluding face, identifying tattoos, scars, or donor identification num-
bers) without donor consent or appropriate dignity protections;

(5) any activity that an authorized person knows or reason-
ably should know violates Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, Chap-
ter 692A, or commission rule;

(6) any authorized activity not performed at a location ap-
proved by the commission for the activity. This paragraph does not pro-
hibit a licensed funeral establishment from receiving a body or anatom-
ical specimen for transport, preparation, or final disposition, or a li-
censed crematory establishment from receiving a body or anatomical
specimen for cremation, as provided by §206.4 (relating to Transport,
Importation and Exportation of Bodies) and §206.14 of this title (relat-
ing to Disposition of the Body and Disposition of Remains).

(g) Allrequests for transfer of bodies or anatomical specimens
directed to a registered or approved willed body program, a registered
non-transplant anatomical donation organization, or an inspected and
approved anatomical facility - must be made or approved in writing by
a Designated Responsible Individual of the requesting entity and acted

on by a Designated Responsible Individual of the releasing entity. This
subsection is a documentation and accountability requirement adopted
under 691.022(c) and 691.031, Health and Safety Code; it does not
require commission approval of a transfer and does not exempt any
transfer from §§206.3 (relating to Chain of Custody), 206.4, or 206.5
(relating to Transfer of Bodies or Anatomical Specimens) of this title.

(h) Relationship to Penal Code §42.08. This section is adopted
to aid prosecutions under Texas Penal Code §42.08 as required by
§691.033(d), Health and Safety Code, by giving prosecutors and the
public clear notice of the activities authorized and performed with le-
gal authority under Chapter 691, Health and Safety Code, This section
does not create, expand, or limit any criminal offense, defense, or el-
ement under the Penal Code, except as stated in subsection (e) of this
section.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603542

Maria Haynes

Interim Executive Director

Texas Funeral Service Commission

Effective date: September 6, 2026

Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488
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22 TAC §206.3

The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC)
adopts the repeal of 22 TAC §206.3, Distribution Priorities, with-
out changes to the proposed text as published in the July 10,
2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 4476) and will not
be republished.

Reasoned Justification OF ADOPTED REPEAL.

The adopted repeal is to eliminate the outdated rule and replace
it simultaneously with a new more germane rule.

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS.

The Commission received no comments regarding the proposed
repeal.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY.

The repeal is adopted under Texas Health and Safety Code,
Chapter 691, including §691.Go1, which defines the terms used
in the chapter, and §691.022(c), which requires the Commission
to adopt rules, establish procedures, and prescribe forms neces-
sary to administer and enforce the chapter. The adopted repeal
is also adopted under Chapter 692A, health and Safety Code,
and under Chapter 651, Occupations Code, including §651.005,
which directs the Commission to regulate willed body programs,
non-transplant anatomical donation organizations, and anatom-
ical facilities as provided by Chapter 691.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted repeal are those
set forth in Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, and
Chapter 692A; and Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 651.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

51 TexReg 5824 August 28, 2026 Texas Register



Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603543

Maria Haynes

Interim Executive Director

Texas Funeral Service Commission

Effective date: September 6, 2026

Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488
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22 TAC §206.3

The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC)
adopts new §206.3, relating to Chain of Custody. Section 206.3
is adopted with changes to the proposed text as published in the
July 10, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 4477) and
will be republished.

Reasoned Justification.

The adopted new rule under 22 TAC Chapter 206 implement
Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, Donation of Bodies
and Anatomical Specimens, and related provisions of Chapter
692A, Health and Safety Code, and Chapter 651, Occupations
Code.

The adopted new rule updates Chapter 206 to conform the
Commission's anatomical-donation rules to the statutory frame-
work enacted by Senate Bill 2040, 88th Legislature, Regular
Session (2023), which transferred regulation of willed body
programs, non-transplant anatomical donation organizations,
and anatomical facilities to the Commission and redesignated
and amended Chapter 691, Health and Safety Code. The
adopted rule rewrites the section to establish chain-of-custody
requirements under §691.031, Health and Safety Code, includ-
ing prescribing the chain-of-custody form and the process for
completing, transferring, and retaining it. The adopted rule is
necessary to implement the Commission's mandatory duty un-
der §691.031, Health and Safety Code, to adopt rules ensuring
that each body or anatomical specimen is properly tracked from
intake to final disposition, and to make custody records available
for inspection by the Commission or a district or county attorney.

General Comments.

The agency received seven comments regarding the proposed
new rule, addressed electronic tracking systems, specimen iden-
tifiers, internal movement, derived specimens, privacy, respon-
sibility for prior entries, and record retention.

Agency Response.

The agency appreciates the public comments. The agency be-
lieves changes to clarify the version of the Commission form in
effect when the body or specimen is first received remains valid
for the case; require the form to remain HIPAA compliant; use
broader chain-of-custody system terminology; clarify that inter-
nal movement under one entity's continuous responsibility is not
a new transfer; and refine the seven-year retention record period
so it is tied to custodian's last custody date, or final disposition
for the person performing final disposition.

Statutory Authority.

The new rule is adopted under Texas Health and Safety Code,
Chapter 691, including §691.011, which requires the Commis-
sion to keep identification records; §691.022(c), which requires
the Commission to adopt rules, establish procedures, and pre-

scribe forms necessary to administer and enforce the chapter;
§691.031, which requires the Commission to adopt rules ensur-
ing proper transportation of bodies and the completion, mainte-
nance, and transfer of a chain-of-custody form prescribed by the
Commission and the availability of those records for inspection;
and §691.033, which addresses recordkeeping for bodies and
anatomical specimens. The adopted new rule is also adopted
under Chapter 651, Occupations Code, including §651.005.

The statutory provisions affected by the proposed rule are those
set forth in Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691; and
Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 651.

The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which
the proposed rule is proposed to be adopted is Senate Bill 2040,
88th Legislature, Regular Session (2023).

§206.3.  Chain of Custody.

(a) Authority. This section is adopted under the authority of
Texas Health and Safety Code §§ 691.011, 691.022(c), 691.031, and
691.033.

(b) Application. This section applies to every person with con-
trol or possession of a body or anatomical specimen received, dis-
tributed, or used under Chapter 691, Health and Safety Code.

(¢) Form prescribed.

(1) The commission prescribes the chain-of-custody form,
which is incorporated by reference and available on the commission's
website. The form satisfies the requirement of Health and Safety Code
§691.031(a)(3)(A).

(2) The commission may revise the form from time to time.
The version of the form published on the commission's website as of
the date of first receipt of the body or anatomical specimen remains
valid for the body or anatomical specimen covered by that form.

(3) The form must remain HIPAA compliant.
(d) Completion of form.

(1) The entity that first acquires a body or anatomical spec-
imen under Chapter 691 shall initiate the form by completing Section
A (Header), including the specimen unique identifier assigned under
the commission's adopted identifier nomenclature.

(2) At each transfer of custody, the releasing party and the
receiving party shall each complete and sign the corresponding entries
in Section B (Custody Transfers).

(3) The commission may develop a chain-of-custody sys-
tem which contains the information contained in the form, and elec-
tronic completion of the form satisfies the requirements of this section
and Health and Safety Code §691.031. An entity's existing electronic
tracking system satisfies this section if the commission confirms in
writing that the system captures the data fields of TFSC chain-of-cus-
tody form, maintains audit trail required by subsection (i)(2) of this
section, transmits data in a compatible format to the commission's elec-
tronic chain-of-custody system in real time and meets the production
requirement of subsection (j) of this section. A confirmation under this
paragraph is a method of compliance, not an exemption, and may be
revoked on a determination that the system no longer meets these re-
quirements.

(4) Movement of a body or anatomical specimen within the
premises and under the continuous responsibility of a single authorized
entity, including movement between secure storage and a laboratory or
between workstations, is not a transfer of custody requiring an entry un-
der paragraph (2) of this subsection. The entity's security and tracking
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procedures under §206.12(c)(4)(D) of this title governs those move-
ments.

(e) Transport providers.

(1) A courier acting in a transportation capacity, without
opening the transport container or exercising discretion over the spec-
imen, shall be indicated by name on the form.

(2) An entity that takes custody for any purpose other than
transport, including temporary storage, repackaging, or inspection,
shall complete a full custody entry as the receiving party.

(f) Disarticulation and derived specimens.

(1) Where a whole body is disarticulated into multiple
anatomical specimens, the master form covering the whole body shall
be retained by the entity that performed the disarticulation, and a new
chain-of-custody form shall be initiated for each derived specimen,
cross-referencing the master form's specimen unique identifier.

(2) The retention requirement in subsection (h) of this sec-
tion applies to the master form and to each derived form.

(3) Paragraph (1) of this subsection applies when a spec-
imen is separated from a body for separate use, transfer or disposi-
tion. Natural disarticulation of skeletal elements maintained together
at the same facility under the master form does not require initiation
of a derived form until an element is separately used, transferred, or
distributed, at which time a derived form cross-referencing the master
form's specimen unique identifier must be initiated.

(g) Transfer of form with custody. Consistent with Health and
Safety Code §691.031(a)(3)(C), each person who transfers custody of
a body or anatomical specimen shall transfer the original or a complete
copy of the chain-of-custody form to the receiving party at the time of
transfer, and shall retain a copy.

(h) Retention. Each person with custody of a body or anatomi-
cal specimen shall retain a copy of the chain-of-custody form for seven
(7) years following the later of the person's last date of custody of the
body or anatomical specimen or, for the person performing final dispo-
sition, the date of final disposition, or for such longer period as required
by other applicable law.

(i) Format.

(1) The chain-of-custody form may be maintained in paper
or electronic format, and additionally may be used in multiple copies,
so long as each copy maintained by the sender and receiver contains a
complete copy of the form.

(2) An electronic form shall:
(A) contain all required fields;

(B) capture signatures by electronic means consistent
with Tex. Bus. & Com. Code Chapter 322 (Uniform Electronic Trans-
actions Act); and

(C) maintain an audit trail capable of demonstrating the
date, time, and identity of each entry.

(j) Inspection and production. Consistent with Health and
Safety Code §691.031(f), each chain-of-custody form shall be made
available for inspection by the commission or by a district or county
attorney upon request not later than two (2) business days of a written
request.

(k) Failure to comply. Failure to complete, retain, or transfer
a chain-of-custody form as required by this section may result in ad-
ministrative penalties under §691.022(c) or suspension or revocation
of registration under §691.034(c) or (d).

() Responsibility. Each person completing an entry under this
section is responsible for the accuracy and completeness of the person's
own entries for the person's own period of custody and may rely in
good faith on the form as received. This subsection does not limit the
commission's authority under §691.034(b), Health and Safety Code,
with respect to any person's own conduct, and does not relieve any
person of the duties imposed by §691.031(d)-(f), Health and Safety
Code, applicable to that person as a sender or receiver.

(m) Implementation. The commission will not enforce the
form-completion requirements of this section before the 30th day af-
ter the effective date of this section. The commission will publish the
chain-of-custody form, the specimen unique identifier nomenclature,
and technical specifications for electronic completion before that date.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603544

Maria Haynes

Interim Executive Director

Texas Funeral Service Commission

Effective date: September 6, 2026

Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488

¢ ¢ ¢
22 TAC §206.4

The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC)
adopts amendments to §206.4, relating to Transport, Importa-
tion and Exportation of Bodies. Section 206.4 is adopted with
changes to the adopted text as published in the July 10, 2026,
issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 4479) and will be repub-
lished.

Reasoned Justification.

The adopted amendment under 22 TAC Chapter 206 imple-
ments Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, Donation
of Bodies and Anatomical Specimens, and related provisions
of Chapter 692A, Health and Safety Code, and Chapter 651,
Occupations Code.

The adopted amendment updates Chapter 206 to conform the
Commission's anatomical-donation rules to the statutory frame-
work enacted by Senate Bill 2040, 88th Legislature, Regular
Session (2023), which transferred regulation of willed body pro-
grams, non-transplant anatomical donation organizations, and
anatomical facilities to the Commission and redesignated and
amended Chapter 691, Health and Safety Code. The adopted
rule amends the section to conform it to Senate Bill 2040 and
current statutory structure, including replacing references to the
former "board" and "secretary-treasurer" with the Commission
and its Executive Director and updating provisions governing
transport, importation, and exportation of bodies and anatomi-
cal specimens. It removes a redundant provision regarding vio-
lations of rules and also moves and revises a requirement for a
yearly procurement and use report for anatomical entities to as-
sist the commission in evaluating compliance with statutory re-
quirements for export. The adopted rule is necessary to conform
the rule to Chapter 691 as amended by Senate Bill 2040, en-
sure the secured and dignified transport of bodies and anatomi-
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cal specimens, and provide clear conditions for importation into
and exportation out of this state.

General Comments.

The agency received three comments regarding the adopted
amendment, which centered on focused primarily on interstate
movement, NADO transfers, the scope of Commission approval
authority, and return shipments to an out-of-state provider.

Agency Response.

The agency appreciates the public comments. The agency be-
lieves changes to clarify the import-notification timing, recognize
the statutory treatment of qualifying NADO export activity, and
clarify that returning a body or specimen to the same out-of-state
provider after completion of the authorized Texas activity is com-
pletion of the original documented transfer and does not require
a new export approval. Other transportation and chain-of-cus-
tody requirements continue to apply.

Statutory Authority.

The amendment is adopted under Texas Health and Safety
Code, Chapter 691, including §691.022(c), which requires the
Commission to adopt rules and establish procedures neces-
sary to administer and enforce the chapter; §691.029, which
authorizes the Commission to receive, distribute, and transfer a
body or anatomical specimen from inside or outside this state;
§691.030, which governs the Commission's distribution and
out-of-state transport of bodies and anatomical specimens;
and §691.031, which requires the Commission to adopt rules
ensuring proper transportation and labeling. The amended rule
is also adopted under Chapter 692A, Health and Safety Code,
and Chapter 651, Occupations Code, including §651.005.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted rule are those
set forth in Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, and
Chapter 692A; and Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 651.

The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which
the proposed rule is proposed to be adopted is Senate Bill 2040,
88th Legislature, Regular Session (2023).

$206.4.  Transport, Importation and Exportation of Bodies.

(a) Transport of Bodies. The transfer and transport of bodies
or anatomical specimens from one willed body program, non-anatom-
ical donation organization or anatomical facility to another, or for ex-
port from the state, shall be done in an appropriate, secured vehicle op-
erated by a licensed funeral establishment, ambulance service, willed
body program, non-anatomical donation organization, anatomical fa-
cility, search organization, or public carrier. A label with the statement
that the container's contents are derived from human tissue shall be
affixed to the container in which the body or anatomical specimen is
transported. The container shall be secured, packaged to prevent leak-
age of fluids and kept at an appropriate interior temperature to prevent
decomposition and emission of odors.

(b) Each body or anatomical specimen shall be carefully de-
posited and transported with the least possible public display.

(c) Importation. Notification of the intent to import a body
or anatomical specimen from outside of the State of Texas shall be
given to the commission in writing as soon as practicable. Such bodies
or specimens shall fall under the jurisdiction of the commission upon
entering the State of Texas, and all rules regulating such material shall
apply.

(d) Exportation. No body or anatomical specimen under the
jurisdiction of the commission including donations to tissue banks au-

thorized by Health and Safety Code, Chapter 692A, shall be shipped
out of the State of Texas, unless permission in writing for such ship-
ment has been granted by the commission.

(1) The commission may grant approval of exportation of
a body or anatomical specimen if it determines that:

(A) therecipient out-of-state institution is a willed body
program, non-transplant anatomical donation organization or anatom-
ical facility of the same type as those authorized recipients listed in
§206.2 of this title (relating to Authorized Activities);

(B) the supply of bodies or anatomical specimens ex-
ceeds the needs for bodies or anatomical specimens in this state; and

(C) the donor authorized out-of-state shipment.

(2) If, in the opinion of the commission, a video or in-per-
son site visit to the requesting institution is desirable or necessary to
verify that the requesting institution respects the dignity of the hu-
man body and complies with any restrictions contained in the donor
instrument, such a visit shall be made by the willed body program or
non-transplant anatomical organization and a report made to the com-
mission, which includes, but is not limited to, a review of the materials
required §206.12(c)(4)(D) of this title (relating to Registration Appli-
cation and Inspection Required) and implementation procedures of the
out of state facility as a condition of approving the transfer. The ex-
penses incurred by such a site visit shall be reimbursed by the potential
receiving institution.

(3) To the extent §691.030(e), Health and Safety Code,
excludes a body or anatomical specimen donated to a registered
non-transplant anatomical donation organization from §691.030,
Health and Safety Code, the approval requirements of this subsection
and paragraph (1) of this subsection do not apply to the exportation
of that body or anatomical specimen. The registered non-transplant
anatomical donation organization shall provide the commission
written notice of the exportation, in the form or electronic system
prescribed by the commission, before or at the time of shipment.
This paragraph applies only to the body or anatomical specimen
described by §691.030(e), Health and Safety Code; it does not exempt
the organization or any other person from subsections (a), (b), (c),
or (f) of this section, from §206.3 of this title (relating to Chain of
Custody), or from any other requirement of this chapter, and it does
not apply to a body or anatomical specimen distributed by or through
the commission or a willed body program.

(4) The return of a body or anatomical specimen to the
out-of-state person from which it was received, on completion of the
authorized activity for which it was transferred into this state, is the
completion of the original documented transfer, must be recorded on
the chain-of-custody form under §206.3 of this title, and does not re-
quire approval under this subsection.

(e) Proscription of local removal. Bodies or anatomical speci-
mens shall not be removed or relocated from the designated premises of
the willed body program, non-transplant anatomical donation program,
or anatomical facility which have been authorized by the commission
to receive, hold, or dispose of bodies without the written permission of
the Executive Director of the commission or the Executive Director's
designee.

(f) Yearly procurement and use report. Each willed body pro-
gram or non-transplant anatomical donation organization which has
received, directly or by transfer, and/or used a body during the prior
year shall complete, sign and file with the commission the yearly ca-
daver procurement and use report prescribed by the commission. Each
anatomical facility shall file an annual need or use report prescribed
by the commission. These reports shall be filed not later than August
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31 of each year for the prior annual period. Tissue banks and search
organizations receiving donations as authorized by Health and Safety
Code Chapter 692A will file a cadaver procurement and transfer form
as prescribed by the commission.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603555

Maria Haynes

Interim Executive Director

Texas Funeral Service Commission

Effective date: September 6, 2026

Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488

¢ ¢ ¢
22 TAC §206.5

The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC)
adopts amendments §206.5, relating to Transfer of Bodies or
Anatomical Specimens. Section 206.5 is adopted with changes
to the adopted text as published in the July 10, 2026, issue of
the Texas Register (51 TexReg 4481) and will be republished.

Reasoned Justification.

The adopted amendment under 22 TAC Chapter 206 imple-
ments Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, Donation
of Bodies and Anatomical Specimens, and related provisions
of Chapter 692A, Health and Safety Code, and Chapter 651,
Occupations Code.

The adopted amendment updates Chapter 206 to conform the
Commission's anatomical-donation rules to the statutory frame-
work enacted by Senate Bill 2040, 88th Legislature, Regular
Session (2023), which transferred regulation of willed body pro-
grams, non-transplant anatomical donation organizations, and
anatomical facilities to the Commission and redesignated and
amended Chapter 691, Health and Safety Code. The adopted
rule amends the section to update the transfer-application and
approval process, including providing that an Authorized Per-
son, as defined in §206.1, may request a transfer on the form
prescribed by the Commission and designating the Executive
Director or the Executive Director's designee as authorized to
approve transfers. The adopted rule is necessary to conform
the transfer process to Chapter 691 as amended by Senate Bill
2040 and to the Commission's current structure, and ensure that
transfers are made only to approved recipients under clear con-
ditions.

General Comments.

The agency received five comments regarding the adopted
amendment, which focused heavily on the Commission's
transfer-approval process as it applies to material donated to
registered non-transplant anatomical donation organizations.

Agency Response.

The agency appreciates the public comments. The agency be-
lieves changes to language expressly recognizes that, to the
extent §691.022(a) and §691.030(e) removes qualifying NADO
distributions from the Commission's distribution and redistribu-
tion functions, case-by-case Commission transfer approval does

not apply. The rule also makes clear that this does not eliminate
chain of custody, recipient authorization, transportation, registra-
tion, inspection, reporting, or disposition requirements that oth-
erwise apply.

Statutory Authority.

The amendment is adopted under Texas Health and Safety
Code, Chapter 691, including §691.022, which addresses the
Commission's distribution duties and authorizes the Commis-
sion to adopt rules and establish procedures necessary to
administer and enforce the chapter; §691.029, which authorizes
the Commission to receive, distribute, and transfer a body or
anatomical specimen; §691.030, which governs distribution
and redistribution; and §691.033, which authorizes the use of
bodies and anatomical specimens to further medical or forensic
science. The adopted rule is also adopted under Chapter 692A,
Health and Safety Code, and Chapter 651, Occupations Code,
including §651.005.

The statutory provisions affected by the proposed rule are those
set forth in Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, and
Chapter 692A; and Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 651.

The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which
the proposed rule is proposed to be adopted is Senate Bill 2040,
88th Legislature, Regular Session (2023).

§206.5. Transfer of Bodies or Anatomical Specimens.

(a) Application for transfer. An Authorized Person, as defined
in §206.1 of this title (relating to Scope and Definitions), desiring the
transfer of a body or anatomical specimen must make written request
on the form or electronic system prescribed by the commission.

(b) Approval of transfer. The Executive Director of the com-
mission or the Executive Director's designee is authorized to approve
transfers. All recipients of transfers must be an approved willed body
program, non-transplant anatomical donation organization or an autho-
rized person for use at approved anatomical facility.

(c) Applicability.

(1) This section applies to each request for the transfer of a
body or anatomical specimen, including a request directed to the com-
mission and a request for a body or anatomical specimen distributed by
or through the commission or a willed body program.

(2) To the extent §§691.022(a) and 691.030(e), Health and
Safety Code, exclude a body or anatomical specimen donated to a
registered non-transplant anatomical donation organization from the
commission's distribution and redistribution functions, the approval re-
quirement of subsection (b) of this section does not apply to the transfer
of that body or anatomical specimen by that organization. The trans-
feror and the recipient shall document each such transfer as provided
by §206.3 of this title (relating to Chain of Custody); the recipient must
be authorized person under §206.2 of this title (relating to Authorized
Activities); and the transfer remains subject to §206.4 of this title (relat-
ing to Transport, Importation and Exportation of Bodies) to the extent
applicable.

(3) This section does not exempt any person from any re-
quirement of this chapter on account of the source of a body or anatom-
ical specimen. A person that receives a body or anatomical specimen
from a registered non-transplant anatomical donation organization re-
mains subject to every requirement of this chapter applicable to that
person, including registration or authorization under §206.12 of this
title (relating to Registration Application and Inspection Required),
chain of custody under §206.3 of this title, transport and importation
under §206.4 of this title, recordkeeping and reporting, inspection as
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authorized by §691.034, Health and Safety Code, and disposition un-
der §206.14 of this title (relating to Disposition of the Body and Dis-
position of Remains).

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603556

Maria Haynes

Interim Executive Director

Texas Funeral Service Commission

Effective date: September 6, 2026

Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488

¢ L4 ¢
22 TAC §206.7

The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC)
adopts the repeal of 22 TAC §206.7, Board Forms, without
changes to the proposed text as published in the July 10, 2026,
issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 4483) and will not be
republished.

The adopted repeal is to eliminate the outdated rule and replace
it simultaneously with a new more germane rule.

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS.

The Commission received no comments regarding the proposed
repeal.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY.

The repeal is adopted under Texas Health and Safety Code,
Chapter 691, including §691.Go1, which defines the terms used
in the chapter, and §691.022(c), which requires the Commission
to adopt rules, establish procedures, and prescribe forms neces-
sary to administer and enforce the chapter. The adopted repeal
is also adopted under Chapter 692A, health and Safety Code,
and under Chapter 651, Occupations Code, including §651.005,
which directs the Commission to regulate willed body programs,
non-transplant anatomical donation organizations, and anatom-
ical facilities as provided by Chapter 691.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted repeal are those
set forth in Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, and
Chapter 692A; and Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 651.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603545

Maria Haynes

Interim Executive Director

Texas Funeral Service Commission

Effective date: September 6, 2026

Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488

3 ¢ .
22 TAC §206.7

The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC)
adopts new §206.7, relating to Educational Use of Anatomical
Material; Prohibition of Public Display. Section 206.7 is adopted
with changes to the proposed text as published in the July 10,
2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 4484) and will be
republished.

Reasoned Justification.

The adopted new rule under 22 TAC Chapter 206 implements
Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, Donation of Bodies
and Anatomical Specimens, and related provisions of Chapter
692A, Health and Safety Code, and Chapter 651, Occupations
Code.

The adopted new rule updates Chapter 206 to conform the Com-
mission's anatomical-donation rules to the statutory framework
enacted by Senate Bill 2040, 88th Legislature, Regular Session
(2023), which transferred regulation of willed body programs,
non-transplant anatomical donation organizations, and anatom-
ical facilities to the Commission and redesignated and amended
Chapter 691, Health and Safety Code. The adopted new rule
governs the educational use of human anatomical material and
to prohibit the public display of a body or gross anatomical spec-
imen as spectacle or entertainment. The adopted new rule per-
mits educational observation and participation when four con-
ditions are met donor consent, an approved setting inspected
by the Commission, qualified supervision, and a bona fide edu-
cational purpose and prohibits selling admission to the general
public to observe the display, dissection, or examination of hu-
man anatomical material. The adopted new rule is necessary
to ensure that human anatomical material used for educational
observation is handled with respect and dignity consistent with
the treatment-with-respect standard the Commission is required
to adopt under §691.022(b), Health and Safety Code; preserve
broad and legitimate access to anatomical education for the sci-
entific and professional community; and prohibit the display of
human anatomical material as public spectacle or entertainment.

General Comments.

The agency received four comments regarding the proposed
new rule, which addressed qualified supervision, temporary and
nontraditional facilities, museums and exhibitions, photography
and recording, security cameras, and the distinction between le-
gitimate education and public spectacle.

Agency Response.

The agency appreciates the public comments. The agency be-
lieves changes align the section with the "consent for donation”
terminology; clarify the approved-setting requirement; and add
a limited fixed-security-system provision so security recordings
are not required to obscure identifying features, while prohibiting
their use or distribution for another purpose. The rule continues
to preserve bona fide educational, museum, and scientific activ-
ities that meet the stated safeguards.

Statutory Authority.

The new rule is adopted under Texas Health and Safety Code,
Chapter 691, including §691.022(b), which requires the Com-
mission to adopt rules to ensure that each body and anatomical
specimen is treated with respect while in the custody of the Com-
mission or a person authorized to receive the body or specimen,
and §691.022(c), which requires the Commission to adopt rules,
establish procedures, and prescribe forms necessary to admin-
ister and enforce the chapter and authorizes the Commission to
assess administrative penalties and to revoke, suspend, or pro-
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bate a registration or other authorization in the manner provided
by Chapter 651, Occupations Code; §691.028, which governs
donation of a body by written instrument and the informed con-
sent of the donor; §691.033, which authorizes the use, dissec-
tion, operation on, examination, and experimentation on a body
or anatomical specimen to further medical or forensic science;
and §691.034, including §691.034(c) and (d), which authorize
the Commission to suspend or revoke a registration or other au-
thorization and provide for a hearing. The adopted new rule is
also proposed under Chapter 692A, Health and Safety Code,
and Chapter 651, Occupations Code, including §651.005.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted new rule are
those set forth in Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691,
and Chapter 692A; and Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 651.

The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which
the proposed rule is proposed to be adopted is Senate Bill 2040,
88th Legislature, Regular Session (2023).

$206.7.  Educational Use of Anatomical Material; Prohibition of
Public Display.
(a) Authority and purpose.

(1) This section is adopted under Texas Health and Safety
Code, §§691.022(b), 691.028, and 691.033.

(2) The purpose of this section is to ensure that human
anatomical material used for educational observation is handled
with respect and dignity, to preserve broad and legitimate access to
anatomical education for the scientific and professional community,
and to prohibit the display of human anatomical material as public
spectacle or entertainment.

(b) Educational use permitted under four conditions. A person
may observe or participate in the educational use, dissection, or exam-
ination of a body or anatomical specimen, regardless of the person's
profession, credential, or level of education, provided all of the follow-
ing conditions are met:

(1) Donor consent. The donor or a person authorized under
§692A.009 consented to the use of the body or specimen for education
or training, and the consent reasonably encompasses observation by
the category of persons present. Consent documented on the commis-
sion's Donor Acknowledgement Form, or an equivalent record under
§691.028, is one way of satisfying this requirement when the donor per-
sonally made the donation; consent for donation, as defined in §206.1
of this title (relating to Scope and Definitions), otherwise satisfies this
requirement.

(2) Approved setting. The activity occurs in an approved
setting. A venue offering general admission or access by the public is
not an approved setting for purposes of this section.

(3) Qualified supervision. The activity is led or supervised
by a Qualified Instructor or Bioskills Trainer, who is responsible for
the educational purpose and for respectful conduct during the activity.

(4) Bona fide educational purpose. The activity serves a
genuine educational, training, or research purpose and is part of a struc-
tured program, course, or supervised session. The activity is not open
to general public attendance, is not marketed or conducted as entertain-
ment or spectacle, and does not offer admission to the general public
for a fee or otherwise to observe human remains.

(c) Minors as observers. A minor may observe or participate
in educational use under subsection (b) of this section when the activ-
ity is part of an accredited or recognized educational program in which
the minor is enrolled, the supervising qualified instructor approves the

minor's participation, and any consent required by the educational in-
stitution or by the minor's parent or guardian has been obtained. This
subsection does not authorize general public attendance by minors out-
side an enrolled educational program.

(d) Prohibition of public display.

(1) No person may engage in the public display of a body or
anatomical specimen except as part of a bona fide educational activity
meeting all conditions of subsection (b) of this section.

(2) No person may sell admission, tickets, or access to the
general public to observe the display, dissection, or examination of a
body or anatomical specimen.

(3) This subsection does not prohibit:

(A) a legitimate educational program meeting subsec-
tion (b) of this section;

(B) reverent, consent-based public memorial or recog-
nition of anatomical donors that does not involve display of remains as
spectacle; or

(C) an accredited museum or scientific exhibition con-
ducted with documented consent and appropriate dignity protections,
subject to any additional commission approval.

(¢) Media and recording. Recording, photography, or live
transmission of educational activities under this section is permitted
only consistent with the consent for donation and applicable dignity
protections, including obscuring identifying features. This subsection
does not prohibit recording by a fixed security system for facility
security purposes; a security recording is not required to obscure
identifying features, may not be used, sold, or distributed for any
other purpose, and is subject to the treatment-with-respect standard
adopted under §691.022(b), Health and Safety Code. Sale or public
distribution of recordings depicting identifiable human remains as
spectacle is prohibited.

(f) Treatment with respect. All educational use under this sec-
tion is subject to the treatment-with-respect standard adopted under
§691.022(b). The Qualified Instructor or Bioskills Trainer is respon-
sible for ensuring that conduct during the activity is respectful of the
donor and consistent with the dignity of the human remains.

(g) Enforcement. A violation of this section may result in ad-
ministrative penalties under §691.022(c) and suspension or revocation
of registration under §691.034(c) or (d). Conduct prohibited by this
section is not an authorized activity under §206.2 of this title (relating
to Authorized Activities) and does not fall within the safe harbor of that
section.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603546

Maria Haynes

Interim Executive Director

Texas Funeral Service Commission

Effective date: September 6, 2026

Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488

¢ ¢ ¢
22 TAC §206.8
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The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC)
adopts amendments §206.8, relating to Forms for Recording
of Willed and Donated Bodies. Section 206.8 is adopted with
changes to the adopted text as published in the July 10, 2026,
issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 4487) and will be repub-
lished.

Reasoned Justification.

The adopted amendment under 22 TAC Chapter 206 imple-
ments Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, Donation
of Bodies and Anatomical Specimens, and related provisions
of Chapter 692A, Health and Safety Code, and Chapter 651,
Occupations Code.

The adopted amendment updates Chapter 206 to conform the
Commission's anatomical-donation rules to the statutory frame-
work enacted by Senate Bill 2040, 88th Legislature, Regular
Session (2023), which transferred regulation of willed body pro-
grams, non-transplant anatomical donation organizations, and
anatomical facilities to the Commission and redesignated and
amended Chapter 691, Health and Safety Code. The adopted
rule amends the section governing the forms used to record
willed and donated bodies and the complaint-notice information
that must be included in a written contract relating to a willed or
donated body. The adopted rule replaces the former Anatomi-
cal Board references and updates the required complaint-notice
language to direct complaints and inquiries to the Commission,
and allows the notice to be provided on the contract form itself
or on a separate signed acknowledgement kept with the contract
and subject to inspection. The adopted rule is necessary to con-
form the section to Chapter 691 as amended by Senate Bill 2040
and to implement §691.010, Health and Safety Code, which re-
quires the Commission by rule to establish methods by which
service recipients are notified of the Commission's name, mail-
ing address, and telephone number for the purpose of directing
complaints.

General Comments.

The agency received three comments regarding the adopted
amendment, which focused on the interaction between the com-
plaint-notice requirement and the Uniform Anatomical Gift Act,
previously executed documents, out-of-state documents of gift,
and donor-consent terminology.

Agency Response.

The agency appreciates the public comments. The agency
believes changes clarifies that the notice requirement applies
prospectively and does not invalidate or require amendment
of a validly executed prior will, instrument, or document of gift.
The language also recognizes documents of gift valid under
Chapter 692A while maintaining the TFSC contact-information
requirement for applicable Texas donation documents going
forward.

Statutory Authority.

The amendment is adopted under Texas Health and Safety
Code, Chapter 691, including §691.010, which requires the
Commission to make information of public interest available
and by rule to establish methods by which service recipients
are notified of the Commission's name, mailing address, and
telephone number for the purpose of directing complaints to the
Commission; §691.022(c), which requires the Commission to
adopt rules, establish procedures, and prescribe forms neces-
sary to administer and enforce the chapter; and §691.028, which
governs donation of a body by written instrument. The adopted

rule is also adopted under Chapter 692A, Health and Safety
Code (Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act), and Chapter 651,
Occupations Code, including §651.005.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted rule are those
set forth in Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, and
Chapter 692A; and Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 651.

The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which
the proposed rule is proposed to be adopted is Senate Bill 2040,
88th Legislature, Regular Session (2023).

$206.8.  Forms for Recording of Willed and Donated Bodies.

(a) Each consent for donation or written consent donating a
body within the State of Texas and/or relating to bodies willed or do-
nated to an entity within the State of Texas regulated by the commis-
sion or authorized by the commission to receive bodies shall include
the name, mailing address, and telephone number of the commission
for the purpose of directing complaints to the commission. An entity
may comply with this subsection by including this notice on the con-
tract form itself or on a separate notice acknowledgement signed by
the donor or other authorized individual at the time of execution of the
written contract. If the notice is provided separately, the acknowledge-
ment must be kept with the written contract and is subject to inspection
by the commission.

(b) This section applies to a written contract executed under
the law of this state on or after the effective date of this section. Nothing
in the chapter invalidates, or requires the re-execution or amendment
of, a will, written instrument, or document of gift validly executed be-
fore the effective date of this section. A document of gift valid under
§692A.019, Health and Safety Code, is valid without regard to whether
it contains the notice described by this section; a body or anatomical
specimen received under such a document is, on receipt in this state,
subject to the chapter.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603557

Maria Haynes

Interim Executive Director

Texas Funeral Service Commission

Effective date: September 6, 2026

Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488

L4 ¢ L4
22 TAC §206.11

The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC)
adopts the repeal of 22 TAC §206.11, Institutions Authorized to
Receive and Hold Bodies, without changes to the proposed text
as published in the July 10, 2026, issue of the Texas Register
(51 TexReg 4488) and will not be republished.

Reasoned Justification OF ADOPTED REPEAL.

The adopted repeal is to eliminate the outdated rule and replace
it simultaneously with a new more germane rule.

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS.

The Commission received no comments regarding the proposed
repeal.

ADOPTED RULES
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STATUTORY AUTHORITY.

The repeal is adopted under Texas Health and Safety Code
§651.152, which requires the Commission to adopt rules, estab-
lish procedures, and prescribe forms necessary to administer
and enforce Chapter 651; Texas Occupations Code §651.005,
which requires the Commission to regulate willed body pro-
grams, non-transplant anatomical donation organizations, and
anatomical facilities as provided by Chapter 691, Health and
Safety Code; and Texas Health and Safety Code §691.034(g),
which requires the Commission to adopt rules and procedures
necessary to administer the regulation and registration of per-
sons and institutions using bodies and anatomical specimens.

CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE

The adopted repeal implements Texas Health and Safety Code
§8§691.030, 691.033, and 691.034.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603547

Maria Haynes

Interim Executive Director

Texas Funeral Service Commission

Effective date: September 6, 2026

Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488

¢ ¢ ¢

22 TAC §206.12

The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC)
adopts the repeal of 22 TAC §206.12, Application and Inspection
of Facilities, without changes to the proposed text as published
in the July 10, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg
4490) and will not be republished.

Reasoned Justification of Adopted Repeal.

The adopted repeal is to eliminate the outdated rule and replace
it simultaneously with a new more germane rule.

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS.

The Commission received no comments regarding the proposed
repeal.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY.

The repeal is adopted under Texas Health and Safety Code,
Chapter 691, including §691.Go1, which defines the terms used
in the chapter, and §691.022(c), which requires the Commission
to adopt rules, establish procedures, and prescribe forms neces-
sary to administer and enforce the chapter. The adopted repeal
is also adopted under Chapter 692A, health and Safety Code,
and under Chapter 651, Occupations Code, including §651.005,
which directs the Commission to regulate willed body programs,
non-transplant anatomical donation organizations, and anatom-
ical facilities as provided by Chapter 691.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted repeal are those
set forth in Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, and
Chapter 692A; and Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 651.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603548

Maria Haynes

Interim Executive Director

Texas Funeral Service Commission

Effective date: September 6, 2026

Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488

¢ ¢ ¢
22 TAC §206.12

The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC)
adopts new §206.12, relating to Registration Application and In-
spection Required. Section 206.12 is adopted with changes to
the proposed text as published in the July 10, 2026, issue of the
Texas Register (51 TexReg 4491) and will be republished.

Reasoned Justification.

The adopted new rule updates 22 TAC Chapter 206 implement
Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, Donation of Bodies
and Anatomical Specimens, and related provisions of Chapter
692A, Health and Safety Code, and Chapter 651, Occupations
Code.

The adopted new rule updates Chapter 206 to conform the
Commission's anatomical-donation rules to the statutory frame-
work enacted by Senate Bill 2040, 88th Legislature, Regular
Session (2023), which transferred regulation of willed body
programs, non-transplant anatomical donation organizations,
and anatomical facilities to the Commission and redesignated
and amended Chapter 691, Health and Safety Code. The
adopted new rule establishes the application, registration,
inspection, renewal, ownership-change, relocation, and renova-
tion requirements for individuals and entities that receive, use,
or transfer donor whole bodies or anatomical specimens under
Chapter 691, implementing the Commission's registration and
inspection authority under §691.034. The proposed rule is nec-
essary to implement the Commission's mandatory duties under
§691.034, Health and Safety Code, which requires willed body
programs and non-transplant anatomical donation organizations
to register with the Commission, requires the Commission to
inspect and may approve willed body programs and anatomical
facilities, and requires the Commission to adopt rules and
procedures necessary to administer registration and inspection,
and the Commission's authority under §691.022(c) to establish
registration and inspection requirements and procedures.

General Comments.

The agency received six comments regarding the proposed new
rule, which addressed ownership disclosures, application docu-
mentation, accreditation, inspections, renewals, existing regis-
trants, employees, and how governmental entities and institu-
tions of higher education can satisfy application requirements
structured around private ownership.

Agency Response.

The agency appreciates the public comments. The agency be-
lieves changes clarify that employees acting within the course
and scope of an authorized entity do not need separate autho-
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rization; measure the initial application decision period from re-
ceipt of an administratively complete application; create an ap-
plication pathway tailored to governmental entities and institu-
tions of higher education; clarify notice and hearing protections
for renewal refusal; and add transition language so existing reg-
istrants are not forced through a new initial application and in-
spection solely because the rule is adopted.

Statutory Authority.

The new rule is adopted under Texas Health and Safety Code,
Chapter 691, including §691.034, which requires willed body
programs and non-transplant anatomical donation organizations
to register with the Commission, provides for conditional registra-
tion, requires the Commission to inspect and may approve willed
body programs and anatomical facilities, requires the Commis-
sion to establish a process to periodically verify a non-transplant
anatomical donation organization's compliance, authorizes in-
vestigations and inspections, authorizes suspension or revoca-
tion of registration or other authorization, provides for a hearing,
and requires the Commission to adopt rules and procedures nec-
essary to administer the section; §691.022(c), which requires the
Commission to adopt rules, establish procedures, and prescribe
forms necessary to administer and enforce the chapter, including
rules establishing registration and inspection requirements and
procedures, and authorizes administrative penalties in the man-
ner provided by Chapter 651, Occupations Code; and §691.012,
which authorizes the Commission by rule to set and collect fees,
including fees for registration and for conducting inspections and
verification activities. The adopted new rule is also proposed un-
der Chapter 651, Occupations Code, including §651.005.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted new rule are
those set forth in Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691;
and Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 651.

The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which
the proposed rule is proposed to be adopted is Senate Bill 2040,
88th Legislature, Regular Session (2023).

$206.12.  Registration Application and Inspection Required.

(a) Authorization or registration required. Any individual or
entity wishing to receive, use, or transfer non-transplant donor whole
bodies or anatomical specimen for purposes under Chapter 691, Texas
Health and Safety Code, must hold an active and valid registration or
authorization with the commission prior to operating in Texas. If an in-
dividual is simply attending an event as a student, trainee, or employee
of the authorized entity acting within the course and scope of employ-
ment, no authorization or registration is required by the individual.

(b) Initial Application. An application for an authorization or
registration must be made to the commission on a form provided by the
commission and accompanied with the required nonrefundable appli-
cation fee. The commission shall approve or deny an initial application
within 90 days from receipt of an administratively complete applica-
tion.

(c) The application must contain:
(1) the name, address and phone number of:

(A) the sole proprietor, if the applicant is a sole propri-
etor;

(B) each general partner who is an individual, if the ap-
plicant is a partnership; and

(C) any individual who has an ownership interest of
more than 25 percent in the corporation, if the applicant is a corpo-
ration.

(2) the legal name of the applicant; a description and dia-
gram of the applicant's ownership structure; contact information; type
of legal entity; and a signed notarized statement that the applicant is
not owned by a TFSC commissioner or any establishment or individ-
ual licensed by the commission under Occupations Code chapter 651.

(3) if different from subsection (c)(2), the name of the ap-
plicant facility, which should be the name the facility does business
as or an assumed name that would appear on the authorization or reg-
istration and should match any advertisements or facility signage; fa-
cility physical and mailing address, telephone number, website, and if
licensed by another state agency, the license number and proof that the
license is valid and in good standing.

(4) Documentation. The application must include the fol-
lowing documentation:

(A) Proof of compliance with all applicable federal,
state and local laws for fire prevention and safety; storage, use and
disposal of hazardous chemicals, pathogens, and medical waste;
applicable zoning and facility construction requirements;

(B) Proof of compliance with all applicable federal,
state and local laws for the storage, use, transfer, and receipt of donor
human bodies or body parts, including that of any involved third-party
for such actions, including a copy of an active crematory license and/or
TCEQ Permit issued under 30 Texas Administrative Code §106.494 if
the applicant will perform cremations;

(C) A copy of the applicant's consent forms that would
be provided to a potential donor or donor agent;

(D) A copy of the applicant's internal policies and pro-
cedures for:

(i) 1identifying each human body or body part to the
individual decedent donor;

(it) recording the chain of custody for the control or
possession of the donor human body or anatomical specimen from re-
ceipt to return or disposition of the donor body or body part upon com-
pletion of use or purpose;

(iii)  treatment of whole body or anatomical speci-
men with dignity and respect by staff, students, instructors, visitors,
and all individuals who will be handling the body or specimen while
the body or anatomical specimen is located at the applicant facility;

(iv)  video and photography of the decedent donor or
during an event in which the donor whole body or anatomical specimen
is used;

(v)  Security procedures to preclude unauthorized ac-
cess and use of a donor whole body or anatomical specimen; and

(5) for a non-transplant anatomical organization, proof of
accreditation from the AATB, or for a conditional registration applica-
tion for a non-transplant anatomical organization:

(A) evidence demonstrating the applicant's compliance
with the Standards for Non-Transplant Anatomical Donation, in the
form prescribed by the commission;

(B) a statement describing the applicant's efforts to ob-
tain accreditation, if accreditation is available; and

(C) the applicant's acknowledgment that a conditional
registration is subject to the conditions stated on the certificate, to find-
ings of continued compliance at each renewal, and to revocation for
noncompliance. The non-transplant anatomical organization has a con-
tinuing obligation to notify the commission within five (5) business
days in the event the organization loses its accreditation with the AATB.

ADOPTED RULES
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(6) foranapplicant that is a governmental entity or an insti-
tution of higher education, paragraphs (1) and (2) of this subsection are
satisfied by providing; the legal name of the applicant and of its gov-
erning system or board; the name, address, and phone number of the
individual authorized to represent the applicant before the commission;
the name and contact information of the responsible program director;
and the signed, notarized statement described by paragraph (2) of this
subsection, executed by the authorized representative.

(d) All applicants must pass an on-site inspection, unless ex-
empt by statute, prior to receiving authorization or registration by the
commission to operate in Texas.

(e) After satisfying all application requirements for authoriza-
tion or registration, the executive director shall issue an authorization
or registration certificate to the applicant.

(f) An authorization or registration expires on the last day of
the month 12 months from the date of issue listed on the certificate.
The certificate shall include the dates for which the authorization or
registration is valid. The executive director may issue an authorization
or registration for a shorter time period if the facility does not receive,
use, or store donor whole bodies or anatomical specimen on a daily
basis.

(g) The certificate must be displayed prominently in the autho-
rized entity's facility where personnel and visitors may view.

(h) Renewal Application. Applicants must complete and sub-
mit an application for renewal on a form prescribed by the commission.
The renewal period of an authorization or registration is 12 months, un-
less the certificate is issued for a shorter time period.

(1) A late renewal fee will be assessed for an application for
renewal which has been postmarked after its renewal date.

(j) Authorized entities may be inspected upon the submission
of a renewal application. For a registered non-transplant anatomical
donation organization, an inspection in connection with renewal
may occur only as part of the verification process established under
§691.034(a-3), Health and Safety Code, or an investigation under
§691.034(b), Health and Safety code.

(k) A renewal certificate will not be issued unless:

(1) all fees and outstanding penalties, if any, have been
paid;

(2) the commission's records reflect that the applicant is
current on a payment plan; or

(3) the penalties previously assessed are the subject of an
administrative hearing or judicial review.

(I) The commission may investigate any circumstances in-
volved with the renewal of any authorization or registration.

(m) A registration or authorization will be canceled if the ap-
plication for renewal is not received within 60 days of the expiration
date listed on the authorization or registration certificate,

(n) The commission may refuse to renew a registration or au-
thorization certificate, subject to the applicable notice and hearing pro-
visions of §691.034, Health and Safety Code, and Chapter 651, Occu-
pations Code.

(0) Subsections (i) and (m) do not apply to authorization or
registration certificates issued for a period less than 12 months.

(p) Ownership Change. No authorization or registration may
be transferred or assigned from one authorized entity to another without
the approval of the commission.

(@) If a change of ownership of an authorized entity is antici-
pated, in order to ensure continuity of operations or services, the com-
mission shall be informed in writing and the applicant shall submit an
amended application for authorization or registration and a pay a nonre-
fundable fee at least 30 days prior to the change of ownership of each
authorized entity. The commission will make best efforts to approve
or reject the ownership change within 30 days of receipt of a complete
amended application or the entity's last response to a request for clari-
fication or additional documentation.

(r) Relocation. If an authorized entity is relocating, the autho-
rized entity must submit an amended application and a pay the nonre-
fundable fee at least 30 days prior to the relocation.

(s) Renovation. An authorized entity that has undergone major
renovations that may affect the entity's compliance with facility stan-
dards must submit an amended application and pay the nonrefundable
fee upon completion of the renovation.

(t) Aninspection under subsection (u) of this section following
an amended application is conducted, for a registered non-transplant
anatomical donation organization, only as authorized by §691.034(a-3)
or (b), health and Safety Code.

(u) Applicants under subsections (r) and (s) must pass an
on-site inspection prior to the commission approving an authorization
or registration.

(v) If the application is approved, an authorization or regis-
tration certificate shall be issued to the applicant effective for the dates
listed on the certificate. The previous authorization or registration shall
be void on the date the new registration or authorization certificate is
issued.

(w) Transition. An entity holding a registration or authoriza-
tion issued by the commission before the effective date of this section
is not required to submit an initial application or undergo an initial in-
spection under this section solely by reason of the adoption of this sec-
tion. This section applies to the entity beginning with the entity's first
renewal after the effective date of this section. This subsection does not
limit the commission's authority under §691.034(b), Health and Safety
Code.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603549

Maria Haynes

Interim Executive Director

Texas Funeral Service Commission

Effective date: September 6, 2026

Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488

¢ ¢ ¢

22 TAC §206.14

The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC)
adopts the repeal of 22 TAC §206.14, Final Disposition of the
Body and Disposition of Remains, without changes to the pro-
posed text as published in the July 10, 2026, issue of the Texas
Register (51 TexReg 4494) and will not be republished.

REASONED JUSTIFICATION OF ADOPTED REPEAL.
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The adopted repeal is to eliminate the outdated rule and replace
it simultaneously with a new more germane rule.

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS.

The Commission received no comments regarding the proposed
repeal.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY.

The repeal is adopted under Texas Health and Safety Code,
Chapter 691, including §691.Go1, which defines the terms used
in the chapter, and §691.022(c), which requires the Commission
to adopt rules, establish procedures, and prescribe forms neces-
sary to administer and enforce the chapter. The adopted repeal
is also adopted under Chapter 692A, health and Safety Code,
and under Chapter 651, Occupations Code, including §651.005,
which directs the Commission to regulate willed body programs,
non-transplant anatomical donation organizations, and anatom-
ical facilities as provided by Chapter 691.

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted repeal are those
set forth in Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, and
Chapter 692A; and Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 651.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603550

Maria Haynes

Interim Executive Director

Texas Funeral Service Commission

Effective date: September 6, 2026

Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488

¢ ¢ ¢
22 TAC §206.14

The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC)
adopts new §206.14, relating to Disposition of the Body and Dis-
position of Remains. Section 206.14 is adopted with changes to
the proposed text as published in the July 10, 2026, issue of the
Texas Register (51 TexReg 4495) and will be republished.

Reasoned Justification.

The adopted new rule under 22 TAC Chapter 206 implements
Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, Donation of Bodies
and Anatomical Specimens, and related provisions of Chapter
692A, Health and Safety Code, and Chapter 651, Occupations
Code.

The adopted new rule updates Chapter 206 to conform the Com-
mission's anatomical-donation rules to the statutory framework
enacted by Senate Bill 2040, 88th Legislature, Regular Session
(2023), which transferred regulation of willed body programs,
non-transplant anatomical donation organizations, and anatom-
ical facilities to the Commission and redesignated and amended
Chapter 691, Health and Safety Code. The adopted new rule
amends the section heading and rewrites the section governing
the final disposition of a donor whole body or anatomical spec-
imen and the disposition of remains after an authorized entity's
use is complete, including return to the providing entity, burial
or cremation in compliance with applicable law, and compliance
with donor disposition instructions. The adopted new rule is nec-

essary to conform the section to Chapter 691 as amended by
Senate Bill 2040; implement the Commission's general duties
under §691.022, including the treatment-with-respect standard
under §691.022(b); and ensure that final disposition occurs in
compliance with Occupations Code, Chapter 651, and Health
and Safety Code, Chapter 716, and with documented donor in-
structions.

General Comments.

The agency received two comments regarding the proposed new
rule, which addressed return of remains to the providing organ-
ization, lawful final-disposition methods, donor instructions, cre-
mation, and residual tissue.

Agency Response.

The agency appreciates the public comments. The agency be-
lieves changes will make the return obligation mandatory where
the receiving entity is not statutorily permitted to accept the do-
nation directly and clarify that references to a donor's agent and
instructions include persons and directions recognized through
the "consent for donation" framework. The rule continues to re-
quire compliance with donor instructions to the extent permitted
by law.

Statutory Authority.

The new rule is adopted under Texas Health and Safety Code,
Chapter 691, including §691.022, which requires the Commis-
sion to adopt rules to ensure that each body and anatomical
specimen is treated with respect and to adopt rules, establish
procedures, and prescribe forms necessary to administer and
enforce the chapter; §691.030, which governs the Commission's
distribution and redistribution of bodies and anatomical speci-
mens; and §691.033, which authorizes the use of bodies and
anatomical specimens and requires recordkeeping that tracks
each body or anatomical specimen from intake to final disposi-
tion. The adopted new rule is also proposed under Chapter 651,
Occupations Code, including §651.005, and is adopted consis-
tent with Chapter 716, Health and Safety Code (crematory ser-
vices).

The statutory provisions affected by the adopted rule are those
set forth in Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, and
Chapter 716; and Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 651.

The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which
the proposed rule is proposed to be adopted is Senate Bill 2040,
88th Legislature, Regular Session (2023).

§206.14. Disposition of the Body and Disposition of Remains.

(a) Once a donor whole body or anatomical specimen will no
longer be used by an authorized entity:

(1) ifthe authorized entity is prohibited by statute from re-
ceiving a whole body or anatomical specimen donation directly from a
donor or donor's agent, then upon completion of use of the whole body
or anatomical specimen, the authorized entity must return the donor
whole body or anatomical specimen to the providing authorized willed
body program or authorized non-transplant anatomical donation organ-
ization; and

(2) ifthe authorized entity is permitted by statute to receive
a whole body or anatomical specimen donation directly from a donor
or donor's agent, then upon completion of use of the whole body or
anatomical specimen, the authorized entity is to bury, incinerate or
cremate the body in compliance with Occupations Code chapter 651,
Health and Safety Code chapter 716, and the commission's rules of this

ADOPTED RULES

August 28, 2026 51 TexReg 5835



title, 30 TAC §106.494, and any other applicable federal, state or local
law.

(b) If'the donor or donor's agent left instructions regarding the
disposition of the donor's body after the authorized entity's use for the
donor is completed, the authorized entity must comply with the donor's
or donor agent's instructions to the extent they are consistent with ap-
plicable law and regulations, including the return of cremated remains
to the individual designated by the donor or donor's agent. To the max-
imum extent permitted by law, the donor's informed authorization con-
trols the manner of final disposition and handling of anatomical speci-
mens following completion of their authorized use. If residual remains
are to be returned, the cremation chamber must be completely cleaned
before subsequent use, and the remains must not be commingled.

(c) This section does not require the return or cremation of
residual soft tissue not connected to bone or bone fragments consumed
in the process of research or education by an authorized entity, provided
the residual soft tissue is disposed in accordance with 25 TAC §1.136.

(d) In this section, a reference to a donor's agent includes a
person authorized to make an anatomical gift under §692A.009, Health
and Safety Code, and instructions include those given in a consent for
donation as defined in §206.1 of this title (relating to Scope and Defi-
nitions).

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603551

Maria Haynes

Interim Executive Director

Texas Funeral Service Commission

Effective date: September 6, 2026

Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488

¢ ¢ ¢
22 TAC §206.21

The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC)
adopts the repeal of 22 TAC §206.21, Statement of the Willed
Body Program, without changes to the proposed text as pub-
lished in the July 10, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51
TexReg 4497) and will not be republished.

Reasoned Justification OF ADOPTED REPEAL.

The adopted repeal is to eliminate references to offices that no
longer exist and is duplicative of the statutory registration re-
quirement.

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS.

The Commission received no comments regarding the proposed
repeal.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY.

The repeal is adopted under Texas Health and Safety Code
§651.152, which requires the Commission to adopt rules, estab-
lish procedures, and prescribe forms necessary to administer
and enforce Chapter 651; Texas Occupations Code §651.005,
which requires the Commission to regulate willed body pro-
grams, non-transplant anatomical donation organizations, and
anatomical facilities as provided by Chapter 691, Health and

Safety Code; and Texas Health and Safety Code §691.034(g),
which requires the Commission to adopt rules and procedures
necessary to administer the regulation and registration of per-
sons and institutions using bodies and anatomical specimens.

CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE

The adopted repeal to implements Texas Health and Safety
Code §691.034.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603552

Maria Haynes

Interim Executive Director

Texas Funeral Service Commission

Effective date: September 6, 2026

Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488

¢ ¢ ¢
22 TAC §206.22

The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC)
adopts the repeal of 22 TAC §206.22, Requirement for Self-Suf-
ficiency, without changes to the proposed text as published in
the July 10, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 4498)
and will not be republished.

Reasoned Justification OF ADOPTED REPEAL.

The adopted repeal of the aspirational and non-binding rules,
does not correspond to the current statutory distribution frame-
work and it is obsolete.

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS.

The Commission received no comments regarding the proposed
repeal.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY.

The repeal is adopted under Texas Health and Safety Code
§651.152, which requires the Commission to adopt rules, estab-
lish procedures, and prescribe forms necessary to administer
and enforce Chapter 651; Texas Occupations Code §651.005,
which requires the Commission to regulate willed body pro-
grams, non-transplant anatomical donation organizations, and
anatomical facilities as provided by Chapter 691, Health and
Safety Code; and Texas Health and Safety Code §691.034(g),
which requires the Commission to adopt rules and procedures
necessary to administer the regulation and registration of per-
sons and institutions using bodies and anatomical specimens.

CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE

The adopted repeal to implement Texas Health and Safety Code
§691.030.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.
TRD-202603554
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Maria Haynes

Interim Executive Director

Texas Funeral Service Commission

Effective date: September 6, 2026

Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488

¢ ¢ ¢

PART 15. TEXAS STATE BOARD OF
PHARMACY

CHAPTER 283. LICENSING REQUIREMENTS
FOR PHARMACISTS
22 TAC §283.7

The Texas State Board of Pharmacy adopts amendments to
§283.7, concerning Examination Requirements. These amend-
ments are adopted without changes to the proposed text as
published in the June 26, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51
TexReg 4090). The rule will not be republished.

The amendments allow an applicant for licensure by examination
who has completed the three didactic years of pharmacy educa-
tion to take the Texas Pharmacy Jurisprudence Examination a
maximum of one time prior to graduation from a college/school
of pharmacy and remove outdated examination requirements.

No comments were received.

The amendments are adopted under §§551.002 and 554.051
of the Texas Pharmacy Act (Chapters 551 - 569, Texas Occu-
pations Code). The Board interprets §551.002 as authorizing
the agency to protect the public through the effective control
and regulation of the practice of pharmacy. The Board inter-
prets §554.051(a) as authorizing the agency to adopt rules for
the proper administration and enforcement of the Act.

The statutes affected by this adoption: Texas Pharmacy Act,
Chapters 551 - 569, Texas Occupations Code.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 10, 2026.

TRD-202603366

Daniel Carroll, Pharm.D.

Executive Director

Texas State Board of Pharmacy

Effective date: August 30, 2026

Proposal publication date: June 26, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 305-8084

¢ ¢ ¢

CHAPTER 291. PHARMACIES
SUBCHAPTER A. ALL CLASSES OF
PHARMACIES

22 TAC §291.3

The Texas State Board of Pharmacy adopts amendments to
§291.3, concerning Required Notifications. These amendments

are adopted without changes to the proposed text as published
in the June 26, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg
4092). The rule will not be republished.

The amendments clarify the meaning of a "fire, flood, or natu-
ral disaster" for purposes of required notification to the board,
cross-reference an existing notification requirement, and update
terminology in accordance with House Bill 1500.

No comments were received.

The amendments are adopted under §§551.002 and 554.051
of the Texas Pharmacy Act (Chapters 551 - 569, Texas Occu-
pations Code). The Board interprets §551.002 as authorizing
the agency to protect the public through the effective control
and regulation of the practice of pharmacy. The Board inter-
prets §554.051(a) as authorizing the agency to adopt rules for
the proper administration and enforcement of the Act.

The statutes affected by this adoption: Texas Pharmacy Act,
Chapters 551 - 569, Texas Occupations Code.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 10, 2026.

TRD-202603367

Daniel Carroll, Pharm.D.

Executive Director

Texas State Board of Pharmacy

Effective date: August 30, 2026

Proposal publication date: June 26, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 305-8084

¢ ¢ ¢
22 TAC §291.11

The Texas State Board of Pharmacy adopts amendments to
§291.11, concerning Operation of a Pharmacy. These amend-
ments are adopted without changes to the proposed text as
published in the June 26, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51
TexReg 4095). The rule will not be republished.

The amendments clarify that a pharmacy may not discontinue
operating for a period of 30 days or longer unless the pharmacy
has timely notified the board of a fire, flood, or natural disaster.

No comments were received.

The amendments are adopted under §§551.002 and 554.051
of the Texas Pharmacy Act (Chapters 551 - 569, Texas Occu-
pations Code). The Board interprets §551.002 as authorizing
the agency to protect the public through the effective control
and regulation of the practice of pharmacy. The Board inter-
prets §554.051(a) as authorizing the agency to adopt rules for
the proper administration and enforcement of the Act.

The statutes affected by this adoption: Texas Pharmacy Act,
Chapters 551 - 569, Texas Occupations Code.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 10, 2026.
TRD-202603368
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Daniel Carroll, Pharm.D.

Executive Director

Texas State Board of Pharmacy

Effective date: August 30, 2026

Proposal publication date: June 26, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 305-8084

¢ ¢ ¢
22 TAC §291.13

The Texas State Board of Pharmacy adopts new rule §291.13,
concerning Telehealth Services Provided by a Pharmacist. The
new rule is adopted without changes to the proposed text as
published in the June 26, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51
TexReg 4096). The rule will not be republished.

The new rule establishes the documentation and retention re-
quirements regarding a patient's consent to treatment, data col-
lection, and data sharing for telehealth services provided by a
pharmacist, in accordance with House Bill 1700.

The Board received comments from the Texas Federation of
Drug Stores expressing concern that the proposed rule may be
construed as treating routine pharmacist-patient counseling as
a telehealth service requiring separate informed consent proce-
dures and creates two different standards of care for the same
professional service, and suggesting to exclude pharmacist-pa-
tient counseling and consultations regarding prescription med-
ications from the informed consent requirements for telehealth
services and to clarify that communications conducted to fulfill
pharmacists' legally required patient counseling obligations are
not telehealth encounters.

The Board received comments from Doug Read, R.Ph., with
H.E.B. Pharmacy expressing concern that the proposed rule fails
to distinguish between true telehealth encounters and patient
counseling communications already required as part of dispens-
ing, appears broader that required by HB 1700, its economic
impact is underestimated, and stopping to obtain and document
telehealth consent for every question from a patient would cre-
ate substantial workflow issues and delay to patient access to
medication, and suggesting the proposed rule be revised to ex-
clude routine counseling, drug information inquiries, refill com-
munications, and other pharmacist-patient interactions that are
incidental to dispensing.

The Board received comments from Ronald Richardson, R.Ph.,
with Southend Pharmacy suggesting to clarify the term "tele-
health service" to exclude routine pharmacist-patient communi-
cations incidental to the dispensing of a prescription or the on-
going provision of pharmacy services, when consent must be
obtained to only require a single documented informed consent
for ongoing or recurring telehealth services until revoked by the
patient or there is a material change in the nature of the tele-
health services being provided, and the scope of "data collection”
and "data sharing" to exclude the collection, use, or disclosure of
protected health information in order to dispense prescriptions,
communicate with pharmacists and prescribers, submit claims
for payment, or otherwise comply with applicable law.

The new rule is adopted under §§551.002 and 554.051 of the
Texas Pharmacy Act (Chapters 551 - 569, Texas Occupations
Code). The Board interprets §551.002 as authorizing the agency
to protect the public through the effective control and regulation
of the practice of pharmacy. The Board interprets §554.051(a)

as authorizing the agency to adopt rules for the proper adminis-
tration and enforcement of the Act.

The statutes affected by this adoption: Texas Pharmacy Act,
Chapters 551 - 569, Texas Occupations Code.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 10, 2026.

TRD-202603369

Daniel Carroll, Pharm.D.

Executive Director

Texas State Board of Pharmacy

Effective date: August 30, 2026

Proposal publication date: June 26, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 305-8084

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER C. NUCLEAR PHARMACY
(CLASS B)
22 TAC §291.55

The Texas State Board of Pharmacy adopts amendments to
§291.55, concerning Records. These amendments are adopted
without changes to the proposed text as published in the June
26, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 4097). The
rule will not be republished.

The amendments require the pharmacist-in-charge of a Class B
pharmacy to notify the board of a significant loss of information
from the pharmacy's data processing system.

No comments were received.

The amendments are adopted under §§551.002 and 554.051
of the Texas Pharmacy Act (Chapters 551 - 569, Texas Occu-
pations Code). The Board interprets §551.002 as authorizing
the agency to protect the public through the effective control
and regulation of the practice of pharmacy. The Board inter-
prets §554.051(a) as authorizing the agency to adopt rules for
the proper administration and enforcement of the Act.

The statutes affected by this adoption: Texas Pharmacy Act,
Chapters 551 - 569, Texas Occupations Code.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 10, 2026.

TRD-202603370

Daniel Carroll, Pharm.D.

Executive Director

Texas State Board of Pharmacy

Effective date: August 30, 2026

Proposal publication date: June 26, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 305-8084

¢ ¢ ¢

PART 23. TEXAS REAL ESTATE
COMMISSION
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CHAPTER 535. GENERAL PROVISIONS
SUBCHAPTER D. THE COMMISSION
22 TAC §535.46

The Texas Real Estate Commission (TREC) adopts 22 TAC
§535.46, Broker Responsibility Advisory Committee, in Chapter
535, General Provisions, without changes, as published in the
May 22, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 3501)
and will not be republished.

Section 2110.002 of the Texas Government Code requires that
the composition of an advisory committee that advises a state
agency regarding an industry or occupation regulated or directly
affected by the agency must provide a balanced representation
between: (i) the industry or occupations; and (ii) consumers of
services provided by the agency, industry, or occupation. To help
ensure that balanced representation, the changes replace two of
the broker member positions with public member positions and
corresponding changes are made throughout the rule.

Three comments were received, which were reviewed by the
Commission's Executive Committee. One commenter was gen-
erally in favor of the changes, while one commenter was against
the changes and questioned the utility of public members on the
committee. The third commenter believed "members who repre-
sent the public" to be too vague. Because the same language is
used in other advisory committee rules where a process exists
to review public member applicants, and because public mem-
ber participation is a requirement of state law, the committee de-
clined to recommend any changes to the rule as published.

The amendments are adopted under Texas Occupations Code,
§1101.151, which authorizes the Texas Real Estate Commission
to adopt and enforce rules necessary to administer Chapters
1101 and 1102; and to establish standards of conduct and ethics
for its license holders to fulfill the purposes of Chapters 1101 and
1102 and ensure compliance with Chapters 1101 and 1102.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 11, 2026.

TRD-202603398

Abby Lee

General Counsel

Texas Real Estate Commission

Effective date: August 31, 2026

Proposal publication date: May 22, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-3057

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER F. REQUIREMENTS FOR
EDUCATION PROVIDERS, COURSES
AND INSTRUCTORS FOR QUALIFYING
EDUCATION

22 TAC §535.62, §535.65

The Texas Real Estate Commission (TREC) adopts amend-
ments to 22 TAC §535.62, Approval of Qualifying Courses;
and §535.65, Responsibilities and Operations of Providers of
Qualifying Courses, in Chapter 535, General Provisions, with

non-substantive changes to §535.62(b)(6)(C) and §535.65(g)(5)
to align reference language to Texas Register standards, as
published in the May 22, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51
TexReg 3503) and will be republished.

The changes are made as a result of the agency's updated li-
cense management system--the REALM Portal. The changes
to §535.62 update terminology in subsection (i) for better con-
sistency with current practice and to align language with other
rules.

The changes to §535.65 update the requirements for course
completion certificates (to be renamed "course completion
records" to more accurately capture the type of documents
being provided). The REALM Portal will allow for more efficien-
cies and automation in the processing of qualifying real estate
coursework, which currently requires a manual process that is
labor intensive. A requirement to include either the student's
license number or application number on the course completion
record allows this automation to occur. The remaining changes
to this rule also are made to align the language with the require-
ments currently found in §535.75, which deals with provider
requirements for continuing education, and to streamline the
information required to be provided by education providers to
the Commission.

No comments were received on the amendments as published.

The amendments are adopted under Texas Occupations Code,
§1101.151, which authorizes the Texas Real Estate Commission
to adopt and enforce rules necessary to administer Chapters
1101 and 1102; and to establish standards of conduct and ethics
for its license holders to fulfill the purposes of Chapters 1101 and
1102 and ensure compliance with Chapters 1101 and 1102.

$335.62.  Approval of Qualifying Courses.
(a) Application for approval of a qualifying course.

(1) For each qualifying course a provider intends to offer,
the provider must:

(A) submit the course application and course approval
forms, including all materials required using a process acceptable to
the Commission; and

(B) pay the fee required by §535.101 or §535.210 of this
title.

(2) A provider may file a single application for a qualifying
course offered through multiple delivery methods. A fee is required for
content and examination review of each qualifying course and for each
distinct delivery method utilized by a provider for that course.

(3) A provider who seeks approval of a new delivery
method for a currently approved qualifying course must submit a new
application and pay all required fees, including a fee for content and
examination review.

(4) The Commission may:

(A) request additional information be provided to the
Commission relating to an application;

(B) terminate an application without further notice if
the applicant fails to provide the additional information not later than
the 60th day after the Commission mails the request; and

(C) prior to approval of a proposed qualifying real es-
tate inspector course, submit the course to the Texas Real Estate In-
spector Committee for review and recommendation.
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(b) Standards for course approval. To be approved as a quali-
fying course by the Commission, a provider must satisfy the Commis-
sion that the course:

(1) covers all topics and units for the course subject re-
quired by the Act, Chapter 1102 and this chapter;

(2) covers all units within the prescribed topic;

(3) contains sufficient content to satisfy the number of
hours for which credit is being requested as evidenced by:

(A) word count studies;
(B) samples of student time studies; or
(C) other methods acceptable to the Commission;

(4) will be scheduled for the full clock hours of time for
which credit is awarded and presented in full hourly units;

(5) does not have daily course segments that exceed 12
hours;

(6) will be delivered by one of the following delivery meth-
ods:

(A) classroom delivery;
(B) distance education delivery; or

(C) acombination of subparagraphs (A) and (B) of this
paragraph, if at least 50% of the combined course is offered by class-
room delivery;

(7) include at a minimum, the following methods to assess
a student's comprehension of the course material:

(A) topic quizzes, with at least three questions related
to the subject matter in each course topic;

(B) atleast one scenario-based learning exercise per ev-
ery increment of 10 credit hours or less; and

(C) ifthe course is delivered by distance education de-
livery:

(i) prevent the student from moving from one topic
to the next topic until the student answers all topic quiz questions cor-
rectly and receives a passing grade on the scenario based learning ex-
ercises; and

(ii)  for quiz questions answered incorrectly, employ
a method to present the rationale behind the correct answer and ask
a subsequent related quiz question that will count toward passing the
topic if answered correctly; and

(8) include at least four versions of a final examination, and
ensure that each version of the examination:

(A) covers each topic required by the Act or Rules for
the specific course;

(B) does not contain any true/false questions;

(C) does not repeat more than one third of the questions
from other versions of the final examination;

(D) for all qualifying courses other than a real estate
math course:

(i) consists of at least two questions per credit course
hour; and

(i) draws from a question bank consisting of at least
four questions per credit course hour; and

(E) for all qualifying real estate math courses, consists
of at least 20 questions that are drawn from a question bank consisting
of at least 40 questions.

(c) If the course is currently certified by a distance learning
certification center acceptable to the Commission, the provider will be
deemed to have met requirements for verification of clock/course hours
for distance education delivery.

(d) Approval of currently approved courses by a secondary
provider.

(1) Ifasecondary provider wants to offer a course currently
approved for another provider, the secondary provider must:

(A) submit, using a process acceptable to the Commis-
sion:

(i) the course application and approval forms includ-
ing all materials required; and

(ii) authorization to the Commission from the owner
of the rights to the course material granting permission for the sec-
ondary provider to offer the course; and

(B) pay the fee required by §535.101 or §535.210 of this
title.

(2) Ifapproved to offer the previously approved course, the
secondary provider is required to:

(A) offer the course as originally approved, assume the
original expiration date, include any approved revisions, use all mate-
rials required for the course; and

(B) meet the requirements of §535.65 of this title.

(e) Required revision of a currently approved qualifying
course.

(1) Providers are responsible for keeping current on
changes to the Act and Commission Rules and must revise or supple-
ment materials for approved courses when changes are adopted on or
before the effective date of those statutes or rules.

(2) If the Commission adopts new requirements for a
course, including but not limited to a course approval form that
divides selected qualifying course subjects into topics and units,
the Commission will determine, at the time the Commission adopts
the new requirements, whether a provider must revise the course or
supplement the course. Any provider currently offering a course that
is subject to change must:

(A) revise or supplement any currently approved class-
room qualifying course covering that subject no later than 12 months
after the effective date of the new requirements; and

(B) revise or supplement any currently approved quali-
fying course offered by distance or combination delivery no later than
15 months after the effective date of the new requirements.

(3) If the Commission determines that a qualifying course
should be supplemented, a provider must submit the supplemental ma-
terials required by the Commission. No fee will be required and the
course will maintain its original expiration date.

(4) If the Commission determines that a qualifying course
should be revised, a provider must:

(A) submit the course application and approval forms
including all materials required using a process acceptable to the Com-
mission; and
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(B) pay the fee required by §535.101 or §535.210 of this
title.

(5) A provider may not offer a course for qualifying credit
after the deadlines established by this subsection following a required
revision or supplement if the provider has not received written approval
from the Commission to offer the revised or supplemented course.

(6) If a provider paid a fee for the initial course approval,
the provider will receive a prorated credit on the fee paid under this sub-
section for a revised course for the unexpired time remaining on that
initial approval. The Commission will calculate the prorated credit by
dividing the fee paid for the initial approval by 48 months and multi-
plying that amount by the number of full months remaining between
the approval date of the revised course and the expiration date of the
currently approved version of the course.

(7) A revised course approved under this subsection ex-
pires four years from the date of approval of the revision.

(8) No later than 90 days before the effective date of a re-
vised or supplemented course, a provider shall send written notice to
all students who have purchased the currently approved course and not
completed it, that credit will no longer be given for the current course
as of the effective date of the revised or supplemented course.

(9) If an approved provider fails to give the notice set out
in paragraph (8) of this subsection, the provider shall allow the student
to take the revised or supplemented course at no additional charge.

(f) Voluntary revision of a currently approved qualifying
course.

(1) A provider who voluntarily revises a currently ap-
proved course, shall, prior to implementation of any course materials:

(A) file any updated course materials and revisions of
the course outline with the Commission; and

(B) pay the fee required by §535.101 and §535.210 of
this title.

(2) [Ifafter review the Commission is not satisfied with the
updated course materials and revised course outline, the Commission
may direct a provider to:

(A) further revise the materials;
(B) cease use of materials; or
(C) withdraw a course text.

(3) If a provider paid a fee for the initial course approval,
the provider will receive a prorated credit on the fee paid under this
subsection for the unexpired time remaining on that initial approval.
The Commission will calculate the prorated credit by dividing the fee
paid for the initial approval by 48 months and multiplying that amount
by the number of full months remaining between the approval date of
the revised course and the expiration date of the currently approved
version of the course.

(4) A revised course approved under this subsection ex-
pires four years from the date of approval of the revision.

(5) No later than 90 days before the effective date of a re-
vised course, a provider shall send written notice to all students who
have purchased the currently approved course and not completed it,
that credit will no longer be given for the current course as of the ef-
fective date of the revised course.

(6) If an approved provider fails to give the notice set out
in paragraph (5) of this subsection, the provider shall allow the student
to take the revised course at no additional charge.

(g) Approval and Expiration of approval.

(1) A Qualifying provider shall not offer qualifying educa-
tion courses until the provider has received written notice of the ap-
proval from the Commission.

(2) A Qualifying course expires four years from the date of
approval and providers must reapply and meet all current requirements
of this section to offer the course for another four years.

(3) Courses approved for use by a secondary provider un-
der subsection (d) of this section or approved for additional delivery
methods under subsection (a)(3) of this section expire on the same date
that the originally approved course expires.

(h) Renewal of course approval.

(1) Not earlier than 90 days before the expiration of a
course approval, a provider may apply for a renewal of course approval
for another four-year period.

(2) Approval of an application to renew course approval
shall be subject to the standards for initial approval set out in this sec-
tion.

(3) The Commission may deny an application to renew
course approval if the provider is in violation of a Commission order.

(1) Course preapproval for exempt providers.

(1) Providers exempt from approval by the Commission
may submit courses to the Commission for preapproval by meeting the
standards for course approval under this section, including submitting
all applicable forms and fees.

(2) Any course offered by an exempt provider without
preapproval by the Commission will be evaluated by the Commission
to determine whether it qualifies for credit at such time as a student
submits a transcript or other course completion record to the Commis-
sion for credit.

(3) The Commission will determine whether or not a
course offered by an exempt provider without preapproval by the
Commission qualifies for credit using the standards set out under this
section.

(4) An exempt provider may not represent that a course
qualifies for credit by the Commission unless the exempt provider re-
ceives written confirmation from the Commission that the course has
been preapproved for credit.

§535.65.  Responsibilities and Operations of Providers of Qualifying
Courses.

(a) Responsibility of Providers.
(1) A provider is responsible for:

(A) the administration of each course, including, but
not limited to, compliance with any prescribed period of time for any
required course topics required by the Act, Chapter 1102, and Com-
mission rules;

(B) maintaining student attendance records and pre-en-
rollment agreements;

(C) veritying instructor qualification, performance and
attendance;

(D) proper examination administration;

(E) validation of student identity acceptable to the
Commission;

(F) maintaining student course completion records;
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(G) ensuring all advertising complies with subsection
(c) of this section;

(H) ensuring that instructors or other persons do not re-
cruit or solicit prospective sales agents, brokers, easement or right-of-
way agents, or inspectors during course presentation; and

(I) ensuring staff is reasonably available for public in-
quiry and assistance.

(2) A provider may not promote the sale of goods or ser-
vices during the presentation of a course.

(3) A provider may remove a student and not award credit
if a student does not participate in class, or disrupts the orderly conduct
of a class, after being warned by the provider or the instructor.

(4) If a provider approved by the Commission does not
maintain a fixed office in Texas for the duration of the provider's ap-
proval to offer courses, the provider shall designate a resident of this
state as attorney-in-fact to accept service of process and act as custo-
dian of any records in Texas that the provider is required to maintain
by this section. A power-of-attorney designating the resident must be
filed with the Commission in a form acceptable to the Commission.

(b) Use of Qualified Instructor.

(1) Except as provided by this subsection, a provider must
use an instructor that is currently qualified under §535.63 of this
subchapter (relating to Qualifications for Instructors of Qualifying
Courses) to teach the specified course.

(2) Each instructor shall be selected on the basis of exper-
tise in the subject area of instruction and ability as an instructor.

(3) A provider shall require specialized training or work
experience for instructors teaching specialized subjects such as law,
appraisal, investments, taxation or home inspection.

(4) An instructor shall teach a course in substantially the
same manner represented to the Commission in the instructor's manual
or other documents filed with the application for course approval.

(5) A provider may use the services of a guest instructor
who does not meet the instructor qualifications under §535.63 of this
subchapter for qualifying real estate, easement or right-of-way, or in-
spector courses provided that person instructs for no more than 10% of
the total course time.

(c) Advertising.
(1) The following practices are prohibited:

(A) wusing any advertising which does not clearly and
conspicuously contain the provider's name on the first page or screen
of the advertising;

(B) representing that the provider's program is the only
vehicle by which a person may satisfy educational requirements;

(C) conveying a false impression of the provider's size,
superiority, importance, location, equipment or facilities, except that a
provider may use objective information published by the Commission
regarding pass rates if the provider also displays next to the passage
rate in a readily noticeable fashion:

(i) A hyperlink to the Commission website's Educa-
tion Provider Exam Passage Rate page labeled "TREC Provider Exam
Pass Rates" for digital media; or

(i) A URL to the Commission website's Education
Provider Exam Passage Rate page labeled "TREC Provider Exam Pass
Rates" for non-digital media;

(D) promoting the provider directly or indirectly as a
job placement agency, unless the provider is participating in a program
recognized by federal, state, or local government and is providing job
placement services to the extent the services are required by the pro-
gram;

(E) making any statement which is misleading, likely to
deceive the public, or which in any manner tends to create a misleading
impression;

(F) advertising a course under a course name other than
the course name approved by the Commission; or

(G) advertising using a name that implies the course
provider is the Texas Real Estate Commission, including use of the
acronym "TREC", in all or part of the course provider's name.

(2) Any written advertisement by a provider that includes
a fee that the provider charges for a course must display any additional
fees that the provider charges for the course in the same place in the
advertisement and with the same degree of prominence.

(3) The provider shall advertise a course for the full clock
hours of time for which credit is awarded.

(4) The provider is responsible for and subject to sanctions
for any violation of this subsection by any affiliate or other third party
marketer or web hosting site associated with or used by the provider.

(d) Pre-enrollment agreements for approved providers.

(1) Prior to a student enrolling in a course, a provider ap-
proved by the Commission shall provide the student with a pre-enroll-
ment agreement that includes all of the following information:

(A) the tuition for the course;

(B) anitemized list of any fees charged by the provider
for supplies, materials, or books needed in course work;

(C) the provider's policy regarding the refund of tuition
and other fees, including a statement addressing refund policy when a
student is dismissed or withdraws voluntarily;

(D) the attendance requirements;

(E) the acceptable makeup procedures, including any
applicable time limits and any fees that may be charged for makeup
sessions;

(F) the procedure and fees, if applicable, associated
with exam proctoring;

(G) the procedure and fees for taking any permitted
makeup final examination or any permitted re-examination, including
any applicable time limits; and

(H) the notices regarding potential ineligibility for a li-
cense based on criminal history required by §53.152, Texas Occupa-
tions Code.

(2) A pre-enrollment agreement must be signed by a rep-
resentative of the provider and the student prior to commencement of
the course.

(e) Refund of fees by approved provider.

(1) A provider shall establish written policies governing re-
funds and contingency plans in the event of course cancellation.

(2) If a provider approved by the Commission cancels a
course, the provider shall:

(A) fully refund all fees collected from students within
a reasonable time; or
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(B) atthe student's option, credit the student for another
course.

(3) The provider shall inform the Commission when a stu-
dent requests a refund because of a withdrawal due to the student's dis-
satisfaction with the quality of the course.

(4) If a provider fails to give the notice required by sub-
section (d)(1)(H) of this section, and an individual's application for a
license is denied by the Commission because the individual has been
convicted of a criminal offense, the provider shall reimburse the indi-
vidual the amounts required by §53.153, Texas Occupations Code.

(f) Course materials.

(1) Before the course starts, a provider shall give each stu-
dent copies of or, if a student has online access, provide online access
to any materials to be used for the course.

(2) A provider shall update course materials to ensure that
current and accurate information is provided to students as provided for
under §535.62 of this subchapter (relating to Approval of Qualifying
Courses).

(g) Presentation of courses.
(1) Classroom Delivery.
(A) The location for the course must:

(i) be conducive to instruction, such as a classroom,
training room, conference room, or assembly hall that is separate and
apart from work areas;

(ii) be adequate for the class size;

(iii)  pose no threat to the health or safety of students;
and

(iv)  allow the instructor to see and hear each student
and the students to see and hear the instructor, including when offered
through the use of technology.

(B) The provider must:

(i) verify the identification of each student at class
sign up and when signing in for each subsequent meeting of the class;

(it) ensure the student is present for the course for
the hours of time for which credit is awarded;

(iii) provide a 10 minute break per hour at least ev-
ery two hours; and

(iv) not have daily course segments that exceed 12
hours.

(C) For a qualifying or non-elective continuing educa-
tion classroom delivery course delivered through the use of technology
where there are more than 20 students registered for the course, the
provider will also use a monitor to verify identification of each student,
monitor active participation of each student and facilitate questions for
the instructor.

(D) Makeup Session for Classroom Courses.

(i) A provider may permit a student who attends at
least two-thirds of an originally scheduled qualifying course to com-
plete a makeup session to satisfy attendance requirements.

(i) A member of the provider's staff must approve
the makeup procedure to be followed. Acceptable makeup procedures
are:

(1) attendance in corresponding class sessions in
a subsequent offering of the same course; or

(1l) the supervised presentation by audio or video
recording of the class sessions actually missed.

(iii) A student shall complete all class makeup ses-
sions no later than the 90th day after the date of the completion of the
original course.

(iv) A student who attends less than two-thirds of
the originally scheduled qualifying course is not eligible to complete a
makeup session. The student shall automatically be dropped from the
course with no credit.

(2) Distance Education Delivery. The provider must en-
sure that:

(A) the student taking all topics of the course and com-
pleting all quizzes and exercises is the student receiving credit for the
course through a student identity verification process acceptable to the
Commission;

(B) aqualified instructor is available to answer students'
questions or provide assistance as necessary in a timely manner;

(C) a student has completed all instructional modules
and attended any hours of live instruction required for a given course;
and

(D) a qualified instructor is responsible for providing
answers and rationale for the grading of the course work.

(3) A provider is not required to present topics in the order
outlined for a course on the corresponding course approval form.

(4) The periods of time prescribed to each unit of a topic for
a qualifying course as outlined on the corresponding course approval
form are recommendations and may be altered to allow instructors flex-
ibility to meet the particular needs of their students.

(5) Notwithstanding paragraphs (3) and (4) of this subsec-
tion, all units must be presented within the prescribed topic.

(h) Course examinations.

(1) The final examination given at the end of each course
must be given in the manner submitted to and approved by the Com-
mission.

(2) Final examination questions must be kept confidential
and be significantly different from any quiz questions and exercises
used in the course.

(3) A provider shall not permit a student to view or take
a final examination before the completion of regular course work and
any makeup sessions required by this section.

(4) A provider must rotate all versions of the examination
required by §535.62(b)(7) of this subchapter throughout the approval
period for a course in a manner acceptable to the Commission and must
require an unweighted passing score of 70%.

(5) A provider must administer the examination under con-
ditions that ensure the student taking the examination is the student who
registered for and took the course.

(6) A provider may not give credit to a student who fails a
final examination and a subsequent final examination as provided for
in subsection (i) of this section.

(i) Subsequent final course examination.

ADOPTED RULES

August 28, 2026 51 TexReg 5843



(1) If a student fails a final course examination, a provider
may permit the student to take a subsequent final examination only after
the student has completed any additional course work prescribed by the
provider.

(2) A student shall complete the subsequent final exami-
nation no later than the 90th day after the date the original class con-
cludes. The subsequent final examination must be a different version
of the original final examination given to the student and must comply
with §535.62(b)(8) of this subchapter and subsection (h) of this section.

(3) Ifastudent fails to timely complete the subsequent final
examination as required by this subsection, the student shall be auto-
matically dropped from the course with no credit.

(4) A student who fails the final course examination a sec-
ond time is required to retake the course and the final course examina-
tion.

(j) Course completion records.

(1) Upon successful completion of a qualifying course, a
provider shall submit course completion records to the Commission us-
ing a process acceptable to the Commission not sooner than the number
of course credit hours has passed and not later than the 10th calendar
day after the date a course is completed.

(2) The course completion record shall include:
(A) the provider's name and approval number;
(B) the student's name;

(C) the course title;
(D) course number;
(E) the number of credit hours;
(F) the course delivery method,

(G) the dates the student began and completed the
course; and

(H) for qualifying real estate courses completed on or
after October 1, 2026, one of the following issued by the Commission:

(i) the student's license number, or

(it) if no license number has been issued by the
Commission, the student's application number.

(3) A provider may withhold any official completion doc-
umentation required by this subsection from a student until the student
has fulfilled all financial obligations to the provider.

(4) A provider shall maintain adequate security against
forgery for official completion documentation required by this subsec-
tion.

(k) Instructor and course evaluations.

(1) A provider shall provide each student enrolled in a
course with an instructor and course evaluation form or provide a link
to an online version of the form that a student can complete and submit
any time after course completion.

(2) Aninstructor may not be present when a student is com-
pleting the evaluation form and may not be involved in any manner with
the evaluation process.

(3) When evaluating an instructor or course, a provider
shall use all of the questions from the evaluation form approved by

the Commission, in the same order as listed on that form. A provider
may add additional questions to the end of the Commission evaluation
questions or request the students to also complete the provider's
evaluation form.

(4) A provider shall maintain any comments made by the
provider's management relevant to instructor or course evaluations with
the provider's records.

(5) At the Commission's request, a provider shall produce
instructor and course evaluation forms for inspection by Commission
staff.

(1) Maintenance of records for a provider of qualifying
courses.

(1) A provider shall maintain records of each student en-
rolled in a course for a minimum of four years following completion
of the course, including course and instructor evaluations and student
enrollment agreements.

(2) A provider shall maintain financial records sufficient to
reflect at any time the financial condition of the school.

(3) A school's financial statement and balance sheets must
be available for audit by Commission staff, and the Commission may
require presentation of financial statements or other financial records.

(4) All records may be maintained electronically but must
be in a common format that is legible and easily printed or viewed
without additional manipulation or special software.

(m) Changes in ownership or operation of an approved
provider of qualifying courses.

(1) An approved provider shall obtain the approval of the
Commission at least 30 days in advance of any material change in
the operations of the provider by submitting the Qualifying Educa-
tion Provider Supplement Application using a process acceptable to
the Commission, including but not limited to changes in:

(A) operations or records management; and

(B) the location of the main office and any other loca-
tions where courses are offered.

(2) An approved provider requesting approval of a change
in ownership shall provide all of the following information or docu-
ments using a process acceptable to the Commission:

(A) an Education Provider Application reflecting all re-
quired information for each owner and the required fee;

(B) a Principal Information Form for each proposed
new owner who holds at least 10% interest in the school,

(C) financial documents to satisfy standards imposed by
§535.61 of this subchapter (relating to Approval of Providers of Qual-
ifying Courses), including a $20,000 surety bond for the proposed new
owner; and

(D) Dbusiness documentation reflecting the change.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 11, 2026.
TRD-202603399
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Abby Lee

General Counsel

Texas Real Estate Commission

Effective date: August 31, 2026

Proposal publication date: May 22, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-3057

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER G. REQUIREMENTS FOR
CONTINUING EDUCATION PROVIDERS,
COURSES AND INSTRUCTORS

22 TAC §535.75

The Texas Real Estate Commission (TREC) adopts amend-
ments to 22 TAC §535.75, Responsibilities and Operations
of Continuing Education Providers, in Chapter 535, General
Provisions, without changes, as published in the May 22, 2026,
issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 3508) and will not be
republished.

The changes to §535.75 update the requirements for the course
completion roster (to be renamed "course completion records" to
more accurately capture the type of documents being provided)
to streamline the information required to be provided by edu-
cation providers to the Commission and to align language with
other rules.

No comments were received on the amendments as published.

The amendments are adopted under Texas Occupations Code,
§1101.151, which authorizes the Texas Real Estate Commission
to adopt and enforce rules necessary to administer Chapters
1101 and 1102; and to establish standards of conduct and ethics
for its license holders to fulfill the purposes of Chapters 1101 and
1102 and ensure compliance with Chapters 1101 and 1102.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 11, 2026.

TRD-202603400

Abby Lee

General Counsel

Texas Real Estate Commission

Effective date: August 31, 2026

Proposal publication date: May 22, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-3057

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER I. LICENSE RENEWAL
22 TAC §535.92

The Texas Real Estate Commission (TREC) adopts amend-
ments to 22 TAC §535.92, Continuing Education Requirements,
in Chapter 535, General Provisions, without changes, as pub-
lished in the May 22, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51
TexReg 3510) and will not be republished.

The change to §535.92 updates terminology in subsection (b)
(from "course completion roster" to "course completion records")
to more accurately capture the types of documents provided and
to align language with other rules.

One comment was received on the proposal and was reviewed
by the Commission's Executive Committee. The commenter ex-
pressed a desire to increase continuing education requirements,
but was not responsive to the proposed changes. As aresult, the
committee had no additional changes to the proposal.

The amendments are adopted under Texas Occupations Code,
§1101.151, which authorizes the Texas Real Estate Commission
to adopt and enforce rules necessary to administer Chapters
1101 and 1102; and to establish standards of conduct and ethics
for its license holders to fulfill the purposes of Chapters 1101 and
1102 and ensure compliance with Chapters 1101 and 1102.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 11, 2026.

TRD-202603401

Abby Lee

General Counsel

Texas Real Estate Commission

Effective date: August 31, 2026

Proposal publication date: May 22, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-3057

¢ 14 ¢
TITLE 25. HEALTH SERVICES

PART 4. ANATOMICAL BOARD OF
THE STATE OF TEXAS

CHAPTER 471. OFFICERS
25 TAC §§471.1 -471.4

The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC),
as the successor agency to the regulatory functions formerly per-
formed by the Anatomical Board of the State of Texas, adopts the
repeal of 25 TAC, Part 4, Chapter 471, comprised of §§471.1 -
471.4, without changes to the proposed text as published in the
July 3, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 4352) and
will not be republished.

Reasoned Justification.

The adopted repeal removes the Anatomical Board since it no
longer functions as a regulatory board and its functions have
been transferred to the Commission, these provisions are ob-
solete.

Summary of Comments.

The Commission received no comments regarding the proposed
repeal.

Statutory Authority.

The repeal is adopted under Texas Occupations Code §651.152,
which requires the Commission to adopt rules, establish pro-
cedures, and prescribe forms necessary to administer and en-
force Chapter 651; Texas Occupations Code §651.005, which
requires the Commission to regulate willed body programs, non-
transplant anatomical donation organizations, and anatomical
facilities as provided by Chapter 691, Health and Safety Code,
and in accordance with the power and duties granted by Chapter
651; and Texas Health and Safety Code §691.034(g), which re-
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quires the Commission to adopt rules and procedures necessary
to administer the regulation and registration of persons and in-
stitutions using bodies and anatomical specimens. The repeal is
further adopted to implement Senate Bill 2040, 88th Legislature,
Regular Session (2023) (Act of Mary 28, 2023, 88th Leg., R.S.
ch. 961), effective September 1, 2023, which transferred the
regulation of willed body programs, non-transplant anatomical
donation organizations, and anatomical facilities to the Commis-
sion and ended the separate regulatory role of the Anatomical
Board of the State of Texas.

Cross Reference to Statute.

The adopted repeal to implements Texas Health and Safety
Code Chapter 691 and Texas Occupations Code Chapter 651.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603534

Maria Haynes

Interim Executive Director

Anatomical Board of the State of Texas

Effective date: September 6, 2026

Proposal publication date: July 3, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488

¢ 14 ¢

CHAPTER 473. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
25 TAC §473.1

The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC),
as the successor agency to the regulatory functions formerly per-
formed by the Anatomical Board of the State of Texas, adopts
the repeal of 25 TAC, Part 4, Chapter 473, comprised of §473.1,
without changes to the proposed text as published in the July 3,
2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 4353) and will not
be republished.

Reasoned Justification OF ADOPTED REPEAL.

The adopted repeal removes the Anatomical Board since it no
longer functions as a regulatory board and its functions have
been transferred to the Commission, these provisions are ob-
solete.

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS.

The Commission received no comments regarding the proposed
repeal.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY.

The repeal is adopted under Texas Occupations Code §651.152,
which requires the Commission to adopt rules, establish pro-
cedures, and prescribe forms necessary to administer and en-
force Chapter 651; Texas Occupations Code §651.005, which
requires the Commission to regulate willed body programs, non-
transplant anatomical donation organizations, and anatomical
facilities as provided by Chapter 691, Health and Safety Code,
and in accordance with the power and duties granted by Chapter
651; and Texas Health and Safety Code §691.034(g), which re-
quires the Commission to adopt rules and procedures necessary
to administer the regulation and registration of persons and in-
stitutions using bodies and anatomical specimens. The repeal is

further adopted to implement Senate Bill 2040, 88th Legislature,
Regular Session (2023) (Act of Mary 28, 2023, 88th Leg., R.S.
ch. 961), effective September 1, 2023, which transferred the
regulation of willed body programs, non-transplant anatomical
donation organizations, and anatomical facilities to the Commis-
sion and ended the separate regulatory role of the Anatomical
Board of the State of Texas.

CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE.

The adopted repeal to implement Texas Health and Safety Code
Chapter 691 and Texas Occupations Code Chapter 651.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603535

Maria Haynes

Interim Executive Director

Anatomical Board of the State of Texas

Effective date: September 6, 2026

Proposal publication date: July 3, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488

¢ ¢ ¢

CHAPTER 475. MEETINGS
25 TAC §§475.1 - 475.5

The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC),
as the successor agency to the regulatory functions formerly per-
formed by the Anatomical Board of the State of Texas, adopts the
repeal of 25 TAC, Part 4, Chapter 475, comprised of §§475.1 -
475.5, without changes to the proposed text as published in the
July 3, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 4355) and
will not be republished.

Reasoned Justification OF ADOPTED REPEAL.

The adopted repeal removes the Anatomical Board since it no
longer functions as a regulatory board and its functions have
been transferred to the Commission; these provisions are ob-
solete.

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS.

The Commission received no comments regarding the proposed
repeal.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY.

The repeal is adopted under Texas Occupations Code §651.152,
which requires the Commission to adopt rules, establish pro-
cedures, and prescribe forms necessary to administer and en-
force Chapter 651; Texas Occupations Code §651.005, which
requires the Commission to regulate willed body programs, non-
transplant anatomical donation organizations, and anatomical
facilities as provided by Chapter 691, Health and Safety Code,
and in accordance with the power and duties granted by Chapter
651; and Texas Health and Safety Code §691.034(g), which re-
quires the Commission to adopt rules and procedures necessary
to administer the regulation and registration of persons and in-
stitutions using bodies and anatomical specimens. The repeal is
further adopted to implement Senate Bill 2040, 88th Legislature,
Regular Session (2023) (Act of Mary 28, 2023, 88th Leg., R.S.
ch. 961), effective September 1, 2023, which transferred the
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regulation of willed body programs, non-transplant anatomical
donation organizations, and anatomical facilities to the Commis-
sion and ended the separate regulatory role of the Anatomical
Board of the State of Texas.

CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE.

The adopted repeal to implement Texas Health and Safety Code
Chapter 691 and Texas Occupations Code Chapter 651.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603536

Maria Haynes

Interim Executive Director

Anatomical Board of the State of Texas

Effective date: September 6, 2026

Proposal publication date: July 3, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488

¢ ¢ ¢

CHAPTER 483. HEARING PROCEDURES
25 TAC §483.1

The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC),
as the successor agency to the regulatory functions formerly per-
formed by the Anatomical Board of the State of Texas, adopts
the repeal of 25 TAC, Part 4, Chapter 483, comprised of §483.1,
without changes to the proposed text as published in the July 3,
2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 4356) and will not
be republished.

Reasoned Justification OF ADOPTED REPEAL.

The adopted repeal removes the Anatomical Board since it no
longer functions as a regulatory board and its functions have
been transferred to the Commission; these provisions are ob-
solete.

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS.

The Commission received no comments regarding the proposed
repeal.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY.

The repeal is adopted under Texas Occupations Code §651.152,
which requires the Commission to adopt rules, establish pro-
cedures, and prescribe forms necessary to administer and en-
force Chapter 651; Texas Occupations Code §651.005, which
requires the Commission to regulate willed body programs, non-
transplant anatomical donation organizations, and anatomical
facilities as provided by Chapter 691, Health and Safety Code,
and in accordance with the power and duties granted by Chapter
651; and Texas Health and Safety Code §691.034(g), which re-
quires the Commission to adopt rules and procedures necessary
to administer the regulation and registration of persons and in-
stitutions using bodies and anatomical specimens. The repeal is
further adopted to implement Senate Bill 2040, 88th Legislature,
Regular Session (2023) (Act of Mary 28, 2023, 88th Leg., R.S.
ch. 961), effective September 1, 2023, which transferred the
regulation of willed body programs, non-transplant anatomical
donation organizations, and anatomical facilities to the Commis-

sion and ended the separate regulatory role of the Anatomical
Board of the State of Texas.

CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE.

The adopted repeal implements Texas Health and Safety Code
Chapter 691 and Texas Occupations Code Chapter 651.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603537

Maria Haynes

Interim Executive Director

Anatomical Board of the State of Texas

Effective date: September 6, 2026

Proposal publication date: July 3, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488

¢ ¢ ¢

CHAPTER 485. AUDIT PROCEDURES
25 TAC §485.1

The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC),
as the successor agency to the regulatory functions formerly per-
formed by the Anatomical Board of the State of Texas, adopts
the repeal of 25 TAC, Part 4, Chapter 485, comprised of §485.1,
without changes to the proposed text as published in the July 3,
2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 4358) and will not
be republished.

Reasoned Justification OF ADOPTED REPEAL.

The adopted repeal removes the Anatomical Board since it no
longer functions as a regulatory board and its functions have
been transferred to the Commission; these provisions are ob-
solete.

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS.

The Commission received no comments regarding the proposed
repeal.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY.

The repeal is adopted under Texas Occupations Code §651.152,
which requires the Commission to adopt rules, establish pro-
cedures, and prescribe forms necessary to administer and en-
force Chapter 651; Texas Occupations Code §651.005, which
requires the Commission to regulate willed body programs, non-
transplant anatomical donation organizations, and anatomical
facilities as provided by Chapter 691, Health and Safety Code,
and in accordance with the power and duties granted by Chapter
651; and Texas Health and Safety Code §691.034(g), which re-
quires the Commission to adopt rules and procedures necessary
to administer the regulation and registration of persons and in-
stitutions using bodies and anatomical specimens. The repeal is
further adopted to implement Senate Bill 2040, 88th Legislature,
Regular Session (2023) (Act of Mary 28, 2023, 88th Leg., R.S.
ch. 961), effective September 1, 2023, which transferred the
regulation of willed body programs, non-transplant anatomical
donation organizations, and anatomical facilities to the Commis-
sion and ended the separate regulatory role of the Anatomical
Board of the State of Texas.

CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE.
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The adopted repeal to implement Texas Health and Safety Code
Chapter 691 and Texas Occupations Code Chapter 651.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026.

TRD-202603538

Maria Haynes

Interim Executive Director

Anatomical Board of the State of Texas

Effective date: September 6, 2026

Proposal publication date: July 3, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488

¢ ¢ ¢

TITLE 37. PUBLIC SAFETY AND CORREC-
TIONS

PART 7. TEXAS COMMISSION ON
LAW ENFORCEMENT

CHAPTER 223. ENFORCEMENT
37 TAC §223.20

The Texas Commission on Law Enforcement (Commission)
adopts new 37 Texas Administrative Code §223.20, Emergency
Suspension for Imminent Threat, with non-substantive changes
to the proposed text as published in the May 22, 2026 issue
of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 3541). The rule will be
republished.

The adopted new rule conforms with the addition of Texas Oc-
cupations Code §1701.5011 made by Senate Bill 1445 (88R). It
permits the Commission to suspend for not more than 90 days
the license of a person that constitutes an imminent threat to the
public health, safety, or welfare. It only applies if a chief admin-
istrator is the person that constitutes an imminent threat or if the
chief administrator is unable to fulfill their obligation to make a fit-
ness-for-duty determination under 37 Texas Administrative Code
§211.29. A non-exclusive list of possible indications of imminent
threat is included in the adopted new rule. This addresses an
important chief administrator scenario without otherwise dimin-
ishing local control.

The public comment period began on May 22, 2026, and ended
on June 25, 2026, at the conclusion of the public meeting of the
Commission. One public comment was received.

Public Comment No. 1 from the Policing Project at NYU School
of Law: Commenter recommends changes to allow the Commis-
sion to order the emergency suspension of all peace officers,
even when a chief administrator is able to address fitness-for-
duty concerns regarding appointed peace officers. Commenter
indicates that, even if able, chief administrators may fail to ad-
dress fitness-for-duty concerns and officer misconduct, possibly
for unethical or nefarious reasons. Commenter believes that the
rule does not follow the Legislature's direction in Texas Occupa-
tions Code §1701.5011 and fails to comply with best practices.

Commenter also recommends broadening the examples of im-
minent threat listed because the examples narrowly focus on
mental health issues. Commenter recommends adding to the

list arrests and charges for felonies and certain misdemeanors
or commission of "an act that would constitute a felony or mis-
demeanor which could serve as a basis for license revocation,
irrespective of whether the officer has yet been prosecuted.”

Commission Response: The Legislature's charge in Texas Oc-
cupations Code §1701.5011 to the Commission was to "adopt
rules specifying the circumstances under which the commission
may issue an emergency order, without a hearing, suspending
a person's license for a period not to exceed 90 days after de-
termining that the person constitutes an imminent threat to the
public health, safety, or welfare." By the plain language of the
statute, the Legislature has given discretion to the Commission
to specify the circumstances when an emergency suspension
may be issued after determining a licensee constitutes an immi-
nent threat. Noticeably absent are any directives as proposed
by Commenter.

Generally, the Commission does not have authority to investi-
gate and discipline a peace officer for administrative misconduct.
The Legislature has left this authority to the law enforcement
agencies and civil service commissions. Also, Texas Occupa-
tions Code §1701.451 provides that the Commission does not
have the authority to review disciplinary action taken by a law
enforcement agency against a licensee. And the chief adminis-
trator has been given the responsibility to decide when to order
a fitness-for-duty examination for the agency's licensees. With
this in mind, the Commission made a policy decision to not cre-
ate a backdoor for the regulation of administrative misconduct
and fitness-for-duty concerns at the agency level because this
aligns with other provisions of Texas Occupations Code Chap-
ter 1701. As such, the Commission is exercising the discretion
given by the Legislature to determine when an emergency sus-
pension is appropriate.

Additionally, 37 Texas Administrative Code §223.18 already pro-
vides that the Commission may suspend a licensee that has
been arrested for or charged with a felony offense which would
constitute an immediate peril to the public health, safety, or wel-
fare if the licensee were to remain licensed during the pendency
of the criminal proceedings.

The new rule is adopted pursuant to Texas Occupations Code
§1701.151, General Powers of Commission; Rulemaking Au-
thority, and Texas Occupations Code §1701.5011, Emergency
Suspension. Texas Occupations Code §1701.151 authorizes
the Commission to adopt rules for the administration of Occupa-
tions Code Chapter 1701 and to establish minimum standards
relating to the competence and reliability, including the educa-
tion, training, physical, and mental standards, for licensing as
an officer, county jailer, or telecommunicator. Texas Occupa-
tions Code §1701.5011 requires the Commission to adopt rules
to specify the circumstances under which the Commission may
suspend for not more than 90 days the license of a person who
constitutes an imminent threat to the public health, safety, or wel-
fare.

The new rule as adopted affects or implements Texas Occupa-
tions Code §1701.151, General Powers of Commission; Rule-
making Authority, and Texas Occupations Code §1701.5011,
Emergency Suspension. No other code, article, or statute is
affected by this adoption.

§223.20. Emergency Suspension for Imminent Threat.

(a) Only if a chief administrator is the person who constitutes
an imminent threat, or is unable to fulfill their obligation to make a
determination under §211.29(g) of this title (relating to Responsibilities
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of Agency Chief Administrators), then the commission shall determine
whether an imminent threat exists.

(b) The commission, through the executive director, may sus-
pend the license of a person who constitutes an imminent threat to the
public health, safety, or welfare if the person were to remain licensed.

(c) Indications of imminent threat include evidence that they
are currently a danger to themselves or others, such as:

(1) law enforcement intervention documenting an immi-
nent threat;

(2) voluntary admission to an inpatient mental health facil-
ity related to homicidal or suicidal ideations;

(3) commitment under Texas Health and Safety Code
Chapters 573 or 574; or

(4) adjudicated as a mental defective.

(d) If the commission determines that an imminent threat ex-
ists, the commission will issue an order suspending the person's license
for no more than 90 days. Not later than the 10th day after the order is
issued, the commission will request a hearing with SOAH.

(e) The effective date of this section is September 1, 2026.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 10, 2026.

TRD-202603373

Gregory Stevens

Executive Director

Texas Commission on Law Enforcement

Effective date: September 1, 2026

Proposal publication date: May 22, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-7700

¢ ¢ ¢

PART 9. TEXAS COMMISSION ON
JAIL STANDARDS

CHAPTER 251. GENERAL
37 TAC §251.6

The Texas Commission on Jail Standards (TCJS) adopts
amendments to §251.6 under Chapter 251 Part 9 of Title 37 of
the Texas Administrative Code without changes to the text as
proposed in the June 12, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51
TexReg 3862). The rule will not be republished.

The adoption of this rule adds guardianship language to the
Compilaints section of minimum jail standards.

No comments were received during the public comment period.

Statutory authority to adopt this rule comes from Texas Govern-
ment Code 511.009.

No further article, statute, or code is affected by this adoption.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 14, 2026.

TRD-202603492

Ricky Armstrong

Executive Director

Texas Commission on Jail Standards

Effective date: September 3, 2026

Proposal publication date: June 12, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 850-9668

¢ ¢ ¢

CHAPTER 253. DEFINITIONS
37 TAC §253.1

The Texas Commission on Jail Standards (TCJS) adopts
amendments to §253.1 under Chapter 253 Part 9 of Title 37 of
the Texas Administrative Code without changes to the text as
proposed in the June 12, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51
TexReg 3863). The rule will not be republished.

The adoption of this rule adds definitions related to guardianship
of a ward and jail operations.

No comments were received during the public comment period.

Statutory authority to adopt this rule comes from Texas Govern-
ment Code 511.009.

No further article, statute, or code is affected by this adoption.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 14, 2026.

TRD-202603493

Ricky Armstrong

Executive Director

Texas Commission on Jail Standards

Effective date: September 3, 2026

Proposal publication date: June 12, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 850-9668

¢ ¢ ¢

CHAPTER 259. NEW CONSTRUCTION
RULES

SUBCHAPTER B. NEW MAXIMUM
SECURITY DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION AND
FURNISHING REQUIREMENTS

37 TAC §259.132

The Texas Commission on Jail Standards (TCJS) adopts
amendments to §259.132 under Chapter 259 Part 9 of Title 37
of the Texas Administrative Code without changes to the text as
proposed in the June 12, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51
TexReg 3864). The rule will not be republished.

The adoption of this rule updates standards to be more easily
understood.

No comments were received during the public comment period.

Statutory authority to adopt this rule comes from Texas Govern-
ment Code 511.009.

No further article, statute, or code is affected by this adoption.
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The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 14, 2026.

TRD-202603500

Ricky Armstrong

Executive Director

Texas Commission on Jail Standards

Effective date: September 3, 2026

Proposal publication date: June 12, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 850-9668

¢ ¢ ¢

CHAPTER 265. ADMISSION
37 TAC §265.4

The Texas Commission on Jail Standards (TCJS) adopts
amendments to §265.4 Inmate Files under Chapter 265 Part 9
of Title 37 of the Texas Administrative Code without changes to
the text as proposed in the June 12, 2026, issue of the Texas
Register (51 TexReg 3865). The rule will not be republished.

The adoption of this rule adds guardianship language to the ad-
missions section of minimum jail standards.

No comments were received during the public comment period.

Statutory authority to adopt this rule comes from Texas Govern-
ment Code 511.009.

No further article, statute, or code is affected by this adoption.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 14, 2026.

TRD-202603494

Ricky Armstrong

Executive Director

Texas Commission on Jail Standards

Effective date: September 3, 2026

Proposal publication date: June 12, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 850-9668

. . .
37 TAC §265.5

The Texas Commission on Jail Standards (TCJS) adopts
amendments to §265.5 Health Tags under Chapter 265 Part 9
of Title 37 of the Texas Administrative Code without changes to
the text as proposed in the June 12, 2026, issue of the Texas
Register (51 TexReg 3866). The rule will not be republished.

The adoption of this rule adds guardianship language to the ad-
missions section of minimum jail standards.

No comments were received during the public comment period.

Statutory authority to adopt this rule comes from Texas Govern-
ment Code 511.009.

No further article, statute, or code is affected by this adoption.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 14, 2026.

TRD-202603495

Ricky Armstrong

Executive Director

Texas Commission on Jail Standards

Effective date: September 3, 2026

Proposal publication date: June 12, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 850-9668

¢ ¢ ¢
37 TAC §265.7

The Texas Commission on Jail Standards (TCJS) adopts
amendments to §265.7 Telephone Use under Chapter 265 Part
9 of Title 37 of the Texas Administrative Code with changes to
the text as proposed in the June 12, 2026, issue of the Texas
Register (51 TexReg 3866). The rule will be republished.

The adoption of this rule adds guardianship language to the ad-
missions section of minimum jail standards.

No comments were received during the public comment period.

Statutory authority to adopt this rule comes from Texas Govern-
ment Code 511.009.

No further article, statute, or code is affected by this adoption.
$§265.7.  Telephone Use.

A telephone shall be available for inmates' use within the processing
area. The facility shall allow reasonable access to a written or elec-
tronic contact list that is in the inmate's possession upon booking. For
inmates with a Guardian, the jail shall attempt to facilitate communi-
cation with the Guardian.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 14, 2026.

TRD-202603496

Ricky Armstrong

Executive Director

Texas Commission on Jail Standards

Effective date: September 3, 2026

Proposal publication date: June 12, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 850-9668

¢ ¢ ¢

CHAPTER 273. HEALTH SERVICES
37 TAC §273.2

The Texas Commission on Jail Standards (TCJS) adopts
amendments to §273.2 Health Services Plan under Chapter
273 Part 9 of Title 37 of the Texas Administrative Code without
changes to the text as proposed in the June 12, 2026, issue
of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 3868). The rule will not be
republished.

The adoption of this rule adds guardianship language to the
health services section of minimum jail standards.
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No comments were received during the public comment period.

Statutory authority to adopt this rule comes from Texas Govern-
ment Code 511.009.

No further article, statute, or code is affected by this adoption.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 14, 2026.

TRD-202603497

Ricky Armstrong

Executive Director

Texas Commission on Jail Standards

Effective date: September 3, 2026

Proposal publication date: June 12, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 850-9668

¢ ¢ ¢
37 TAC §273.9

The Texas Commission on Jail Standards (TCJS) adopts new
§273.9 Guardianship under Chapter 273 Part 9 of Title 37 of
the Texas Administrative Code without changes to the text as
proposed in the June 12, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51
TexReg 3869). The rule will not be republished.

The adoption of this rule adds guardianship guidance and lan-
guage to the health services section of minimum jail standards.

No comments were received during the public comment period.

Statutory authority to adopt this rule comes from Texas Govern-
ment Code 511.009.

No further article, statute, or code is affected by this adoption.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 14, 2026.

TRD-202603498

Ricky Armstrong

Executive Director

Texas Commission on Jail Standards

Effective date: September 3, 2026

Proposal publication date: June 12, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 850-9668

¢ ¢ ¢
TITLE 43. TRANSPORTATION

PART 10. TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF
MOTOR VEHICLES

CHAPTER 221. SALVAGE VEHICLE
DEALERS

SUBCHAPTER B. LICENSING

43 TAC §221.17

INTRODUCTION. The Texas Department of Motor Vehicles (de-
partment) adopts amendments to 43 Texas Administrative Code

(TAC) Subchapter B, Licensing; §221.17, License Processing
for Military Service Members, Spouses, and Veterans. These
adopted amendments are necessary for the department to be
able to identify and expedite the processing of these applica-
tions as required by Occupations Code, §55.0041, without sig-
nificant licensing system programming changes. The depart-
ment adopts §221.17 without changes to the proposed text as
published in the April 24, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51
TexReg 2684). The rule will not be republished.

REASONED JUSTIFICATION. Occupations Code, §55.004(b-
1), as amended by Senate Bill 1818, 89th Texas Legislature,
Regular Session, requires all state licensing agencies, including
the department, to issue a provisional license to military service
members, veterans and military spouses while the agency pro-
cesses the application for licensure. The adopted amendments
to §221.17(b) clarify the license application process for a military
service member, military veteran, or military spouse to obtain a
provisional license as a salvage vehicle dealer. These clarifica-
tions are necessary for the department to be able to identify and
process these applications on an expedited basis as required
by Occupations Code, §55.0041. Adopted amendments to
§221.17(b)(1) establish less-onerous application requirements
for a provisional license to align the rule with Occupations Code,
§55.0041, which sets the specific requirements for this tempo-
rary license type. The adopted amendments to §221.17(b)(1)
clarify that a military service member, military spouse, or military
veteran may apply for a provisional license by downloading
and completing the provisional license application form from
the department website or contacting the department. Adopted
amendments to §221.17(b)(1) also require the applicant to
submit a completed provisional license application to the de-
partment at the email address designated in the application
form, replace the requirement to submit a more comprehensive
online application under 43 Texas Administrative Code §221.15
and §221.16, reletter the required attachments that must be
submitted with the provisional license application, and clarify
the circumstances in which certain attachments are required.

Adopted amendments to §221.17(b)(2) add the phrase "pro-
visional license" to describe the application type, add in
§221.17(b)(2)(A) military veteran to the list of those eligi-
ble and amend related prepositions, and change a verb
in §221.17(b)(2)(B) to align with the language used in
§221.17(b)(2)(A) and (C) and in Occupations Code, §55.0041.
Adopted amendments in new §221.17(b)(2)(C) add that if the
department confirms that the applicant is licensed in good
standing in a state with licensing requirements that are similar
in scope and practice, the department will promptly issue the
provisional license and notify the applicant to submit a complete
application as described in §221.15 and §221.16.

Adopted amendments to §221.17(b)(3) replace the first sen-
tence with new text that aligns the rule with Occupations Code,
§55.0041(b-1) and §55.005(a), both as amended by House
Bill 5629, 89th Legislature, Regular Session, which require
that all licensing agencies issue a license to a military service
member, veteran, or military spouse within 10 business days of
an application or explain why the agency is unable to issue the
license. The adopted amendments to §221.17(b)(3) clarify that
the department will issue a license within 10 days of receiving a
complete application as described in §221.15 and §221.16, or
notify the applicant why a license cannot currently be issued, if
the applicant holds a provisional license, is currently licensed
in good standing in another state with licensing requirements
that are similar in scope and practice, or was licensed in good
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standing in Texas in the last five years. These adopted amend-
ments streamline and standardize the salvage dealer licensing
process for military members, military spouses, and military
veterans consistent with the requirements of Occupations Code,
Chapter 55, without requiring substantial licensing system
changes that would delay implementation. The remaining text
of current §221.17(b)(3) is redesignated as §221.17(c), and
current §221.17(c) is redesignated as §221.17(d).

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS.
No comments on the proposed amendments were received.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY. The department adopts amend-
ments to Chapter 221 under Occupations Code, §2302.051,
which authorizes the board to adopt rules as necessary to ad-
minister Occupations Code, Chapter 2302; Occupations Code,
§2302.052, which assigns the board a duty to set reasonable
and necessary application fees, license fees, renewal fees, and
other fees as required to implement Chapter 2302; Occupations
Code, §2302.103, which requires a salvage vehicle dealer to
apply for a license on a form prescribed by the department and
pay an application fee; Occupations Code, §2302.104, which
prescribes content that must be included in an application;
Occupations Code, §2302.105, which requires the department
to complete an investigation of the applicant's qualifications
before issuing a license; Occupations Code, §2302.108, which
authorizes the department to deny, suspend, revoke, or re-
instate a license issued under Chapter 2302 consistent with
the requirements of Government Code, Chapter 2001; and
Transportation Code, §1002.001, which authorizes the board to
adopt rules that are necessary and appropriate to implement
the powers and the duties of the department.

The department also adopts amendments under the authority
of Transportation Code, §§501.0041, 502.0021, and 503.002;
and Government Code, §§2001.004, 2001.039, and 2001.054,
in addition to the statutory authority referenced throughout this
preamble.

Transportation Code, §501.0041 authorizes the department to
adopt rules to administer Transportation Code, Chapter 501.
Transportation Code, §502.0021 authorizes the department to
adopt rules to administer Transportation Code, Chapter 502.
Transportation Code, §503.002 authorizes the department to
adopt rules to administer Transportation Code, Chapter 503.

Government Code, §2001.004 requires state agencies to adopt
rules of practice stating the nature and requirements of all
available formal and informal procedures. Government Code,
§2001.039 requires state agencies to readopt, readopt with
amendments, or repeal a rule as the result of reviewing the
rule. Government Code, §2001.054 specifies the requirements
regarding the grant, denial, renewal, revocation, suspension,
annulment, or withdrawal of a license.

CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE. These rule revisions
would implement Government Code, Chapter 2001; Occupa-
tions Code, Chapters 53, 55, and 2302; and Transportation
Code, Chapters 501-503, and 1002.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 14, 2026.

TRD-202603455

Laura Moriaty

General Counsel

Texas Department of Motor Vehicles

Effective date: September 3, 2026

Proposal publication date: April 24, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 465-4160
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	The Department drafted and distributed the proposed rule to per-sons internal and external to the agency. The proposed rule was published in the March 20, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 1785). The Department requested public comments on the proposed rule and information related to the cost, benefit, or effect of the proposed rule, including any applicable data, re-search, or analysis. The public comment period closed on April 20, 2026. Overview of the Public Comments The Department received wr
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	as high-frequency GFCI outlets, is not yet widely available. Out-ages caused by nuisance tripping pose a health and safety risk that outweigh any risk posed by lack of GFCI outlets. Department Response: The Department appreciates the sup-portive comments and makes no changes in response. Comments Requesting Changes Comment (from a homebuilder): The requirement of GFCI outlets for outdoor HVAC equipment should be permanently removed from the NEC rather than just temporarily suspended for the duration of the 
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	end. Therefore, the Department declines to make changes in response to this comment. Comments in Opposition Comment (from an electrical equipment manufacturer): The problem of incompatibility between HVAC equipment and GFCI outlets has been known for several years, and HVAC equipment manufacturers have had sufficient time to develop compatible equipment. Since 2016, there have been 24 HVAC-related electrocution deaths. Due to the risks associated with removing GFCI protection, the HVAC outlet exemption shou
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	patible equipment does not appear to yet be widely available and the new outlets do not yet have a long track record in real-life ap-plication, the Department declines to make changes to the pro-posed rules at this time. Comment (from an individual): If the HVAC outlet exemption from GFCI requirements is allowed, the NEC should also be amended to prohibit backfeed or other non-HVAC uses of the circuit. Department Response: The Department appreciates the com-ment. Due to the interest of interstate code unifo
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	The Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation (Commis-sion) adopts amendments to existing rules at 16 Texas Admin-istrative Code (TAC), Chapter 75, §§75.10, 75.80, 75.121, and 75.124; and the repeal of existing rules at §75.28, regarding the Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors program, without changes to the proposed text as published in the May 22, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 3495). These rules will not be republished. The Commission also adopts amendments to an existing rule
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	The Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation (Commis-sion) adopts amendments to existing rules at 16 Texas Admin-istrative Code (TAC), Chapter 75, §§75.10, 75.80, 75.121, and 75.124; and the repeal of existing rules at §75.28, regarding the Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors program, without changes to the proposed text as published in the May 22, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 3495). These rules will not be republished. The Commission also adopts amendments to an existing rule
	The adopted rules amend §75.80, Fees. Subsection (b)(3) is amended to reflect that the Department issues only licenses to contractors, not certificates, permits, or registrations. Existing subsection (c)(5) is repealed because it relates only to the obso-lete "certified technician (legacy)" designation. Existing subsec-tion (c)(6) is relabeled to become new subsection (c)(5) and is amended to reflect that the Department issues only certificates or registrations to technicians, not licenses or permits. The a


	Comment: The Air-Conditioning, Heating, and Refrigeration In-stitute (AHRI) submitted multiple comments requesting changes related to refrigerant provisions in the 2024 International Me-chanical Code, International Residential Code, and Uniform Mechanical Code. AHRI requested that the Department update references to ASHRAE 15 and ASHRAE 34 to the 2024 editions; update Table 1103.1 in the 2024 International Mechanical Code for certain A2L refrigerants; delete language in International Mechanical Code §1109.2
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	extend the transition period in the rule because the September 1, 2026, effective date and the transition language in §75.110(b) provide a clear implementation date while protecting projects permitted or started before that date. The Department made no changes to the proposed rules in response to these com-ments. The change to §75.110(c), discussed above in response to AHRI's comments, also helps address consistency concerns related to refrigerant standards. ADVISORY BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS AND COMMIS-SION AC
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	(3) 2024 International Fuel Gas Code; and (4) 2024 Uniform Mechanical Code. (b) The 2021 codes shall remain in effect through August 31, 2026. All air conditioning and refrigeration work permitted or started before September 1, 2026, may be completed in accordance with the 2021 code editions. (c) For purposes of the codes adopted under subsection (a), references to ASHRAE 15-2022 are modified to refer to ASHRAE 15-2024, and references to ASHRAE 34-2022 are modified to refer to ASHRAE 34-2024. The agency cer
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	year terms all expire on February 1 of odd-numbered years, thereby allowing the advisory board members to serve their full six-year term, regardless of their appointment date. The adopted rules also extend the advisory board presiding officer's term from one year to two years. Four-Year Rule Review Changes The adopted rules also include changes as a result of the re-quired four-year rule review conducted under Texas Government Code §2001.039. The Department conducted the required rule review of the rules un
	year terms all expire on February 1 of odd-numbered years, thereby allowing the advisory board members to serve their full six-year term, regardless of their appointment date. The adopted rules also extend the advisory board presiding officer's term from one year to two years. Four-Year Rule Review Changes The adopted rules also include changes as a result of the re-quired four-year rule review conducted under Texas Government Code §2001.039. The Department conducted the required rule review of the rules un
	The adopted rules amend §111.2. Definitions. The adopted rules remove the obsolete definition of "Provisional Licensee." Provi-sional licenses for Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiolo-gists originated when the jurisprudence exam was offered only a few times a year, allowing individuals to work while waiting to take it. Now, the jurisprudence exam is accessible year-round, making such provisional licenses unnecessary. Subchapter B. Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiologists Advisory Board The adopted 

	qualify if the applicant possesses a master's degree in audiol-ogy conferred on or before December 31, 2007. The adopted rule in subsection (d) now requires an applicant who earned a master's degree in audiology at a foreign univer-sity on or before December 31, 2007, to obtain a transcript eval-uation to show the applicant's degree is equivalent to a degree obtained from a program accredited by a national accrediting or-ganization approved by the Commission or Department and rec-ognized by the United State
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	that at the March 29, 2026, meeting of the Speech-Language Pathologist and Audiologist Advisory Board, the Advisory Board agreed without discussion to this proposed amendment. Thus, the Department did not make any changes to the proposed rules because of this comment. ADVISORY BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS AND COMMIS-SION ACTION The Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiologists Advisory Board met on July 8, 2026, to discuss the proposed rules and the public comment received. The Advisory Board recommended that the 
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	SUBCHAPTER B. SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGISTS AND AUDIOLOGISTS ADVISORY BOARD 16 TAC §111.12, §111.13 STATUTORY AUTHORITY The rules are adopted under Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 51, specifically §51.201 and §51.203, which authorize the Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation, the Department's gov-erning body, to adopt rules as necessary to implement Chapter 51 and any other law establishing a program regulated by the Department. The adopted rules are also adopted under Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 
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	The adopted rules are also adopted under Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 401, specifically §§401.102-401.108, which es-tablish the requirements of the Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiologists Advisory Board; §401.304, which addresses el-igibility requirements for an audiology license; §401.312, which authorizes the Commission by rule to establish minimum quali-fications for licensed assistants in speech-language pathology; and §401.2021, which requires the Commission to adopt rules regarding the sale o
	The adopted rules are also adopted under Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 401, specifically §§401.102-401.108, which es-tablish the requirements of the Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiologists Advisory Board; §401.304, which addresses el-igibility requirements for an audiology license; §401.312, which authorizes the Commission by rule to establish minimum quali-fications for licensed assistants in speech-language pathology; and §401.2021, which requires the Commission to adopt rules regarding the sale o
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	sciences or disorders academic leveling courses. The academic level-ing courses must be completed at a college or university which has a program accredited by the ASHA Council on Academic Accreditation or holds accreditation or candidacy status from a regional accrediting agency in the United States and approved by the department. (c) Course Work. The applicant must have acquired at least 24 semester credit hours in communicative sciences or disorders as prescribed by this subsection. (1) The applicant must
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	the requirements set out in the Act and §111.154, must be the approved supervisor of the assistant, and must have the assistant complete any missing hours under 100% direct supervision before allowing the as-sistant to practice without 100% direct supervision. (B) If the assistant changes supervisors before complet-ing the missing clinical observation and clinical assisting experience hours, the assistant must complete the missing hours under 100% di-rect supervision by the new supervisor before being allow


	the assistance of the Speech-Language Pathologists and Audi-ologists Advisory Board. The statutory provisions affected by the adopted rules are those set forth in Texas Occupations Code, Chapters 51 and 401. No other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by the adopted rules. The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which the rules are adopted is Senate Bill (SB) 904, SB 905, and SB 2075, 89th Legislature, Regular Session (2025). The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the
	the assistance of the Speech-Language Pathologists and Audi-ologists Advisory Board. The statutory provisions affected by the adopted rules are those set forth in Texas Occupations Code, Chapters 51 and 401. No other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by the adopted rules. The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which the rules are adopted is Senate Bill (SB) 904, SB 905, and SB 2075, 89th Legislature, Regular Session (2025). The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the
	amended only through consultation with the Speech-Language Pathol-ogists and Audiologists Advisory Board. (b) Guidelines for a 30 consecutive day trial period for a hear-ing instrument. (1) All clients shall be informed of a 30 consecutive day trial period by written contract for services related to a hearing instru-ment. All charges associated with such trial period shall be included in this written contract for services, which shall include the name, ad-dress, and telephone number of the department. (2) A
	amended only through consultation with the Speech-Language Pathol-ogists and Audiologists Advisory Board. (b) Guidelines for a 30 consecutive day trial period for a hear-ing instrument. (1) All clients shall be informed of a 30 consecutive day trial period by written contract for services related to a hearing instru-ment. All charges associated with such trial period shall be included in this written contract for services, which shall include the name, ad-dress, and telephone number of the department. (2) A
	amended only through consultation with the Speech-Language Pathol-ogists and Audiologists Advisory Board. (b) Guidelines for a 30 consecutive day trial period for a hear-ing instrument. (1) All clients shall be informed of a 30 consecutive day trial period by written contract for services related to a hearing instru-ment. All charges associated with such trial period shall be included in this written contract for services, which shall include the name, ad-dress, and telephone number of the department. (2) A



	of Texas and, therefore, must not be regarded as medical opinion or advice."; (7) a statement on the face of the written contract for ser-vices, in no smaller than 10-point bold type, as follows: "If you have a complaint against a licensed audiologist or intern in audiology, you may contact the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation, P.O. Box 12157, Austin, Texas 78711, Telephone (512) 463-6599, Toll-Free (in Texas): (800) 803-9202"; (8) the printed name, license type, signature and license number of 
	of Texas and, therefore, must not be regarded as medical opinion or advice."; (7) a statement on the face of the written contract for ser-vices, in no smaller than 10-point bold type, as follows: "If you have a complaint against a licensed audiologist or intern in audiology, you may contact the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation, P.O. Box 12157, Austin, Texas 78711, Telephone (512) 463-6599, Toll-Free (in Texas): (800) 803-9202"; (8) the printed name, license type, signature and license number of 
	of Texas and, therefore, must not be regarded as medical opinion or advice."; (7) a statement on the face of the written contract for ser-vices, in no smaller than 10-point bold type, as follows: "If you have a complaint against a licensed audiologist or intern in audiology, you may contact the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation, P.O. Box 12157, Austin, Texas 78711, Telephone (512) 463-6599, Toll-Free (in Texas): (800) 803-9202"; (8) the printed name, license type, signature and license number of 
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	each advisory board member to serve their full six-year term, regardless of when appointed. The adopted rules amend §112.13, Officers. The adopted rules under subsection (a) change the advisory board presiding offi-cer's term from one year to two years. Subchapter D. Hearing Instrument Fitter and Dispenser License The adopted rules amend §112.32, Hearing Instrument Fitter and Dispenser License--License Term; Renewals. The adopted rules under subsection (c) now require first-time renewal appli-cants for a he
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	16 TAC §112.12, §112.13 STATUTORY AUTHORITY The rules are adopted under Texas Occupations Code, Chap-ter 51, specifically §51.201 and §51.203, which authorize the Commission, the Department's governing body, to adopt rules as necessary to implement Chapter 51 and any other law es-tablishing a program regulated by the Department; and §51.203 and §51.405, which authorize the Commission to adopt continu-ing education rules for the Department's programs. The adopted rules are also adopted under Texas Occupation
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	§402.1021, which requires the Commission to adopt rules re-garding the sale of hearing instruments under Chapter 402 with the assistance of the Hearing Instrument Fitters and Dispensers Advisory Board. The statutory provisions affected by the adopted rules are those set forth in Texas Occupations Code, Chapters 51 and 402. No other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by the adopted rules. The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which the rules are adopted is SB 904 and SB 2075, 89th
	§402.1021, which requires the Commission to adopt rules re-garding the sale of hearing instruments under Chapter 402 with the assistance of the Hearing Instrument Fitters and Dispensers Advisory Board. The statutory provisions affected by the adopted rules are those set forth in Texas Occupations Code, Chapters 51 and 402. No other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by the adopted rules. The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which the rules are adopted is SB 904 and SB 2075, 89th
	§402.1021, which requires the Commission to adopt rules re-garding the sale of hearing instruments under Chapter 402 with the assistance of the Hearing Instrument Fitters and Dispensers Advisory Board. The statutory provisions affected by the adopted rules are those set forth in Texas Occupations Code, Chapters 51 and 402. No other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by the adopted rules. The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which the rules are adopted is SB 904 and SB 2075, 89th
	Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 12, 2026. TRD-202603418 Deanne Rienstra General Counsel Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation Effective date: September 1, 2026 Proposal publication date: May 8, 2026 For further information, please call: (512) 344-5392 ♦ ♦ ♦ SUBCHAPTER O. JOINT RULE REGARDING THE SALE OF HEARING INSTRUMENTS 16 TAC §112.140 STATUTORY AUTHORITY The rules are adopted under Texas Occupations Code, Chap-ter 51, specifically §51.201 and §51.203, which authorize the


	or temporary training permit holder within the trial period ending 30 consecutive days from the date of delivery. Should the order be can-celed by the client prior to the delivery of the hearing instrument(s), the licensed hearing instrument dispenser, apprentice permit holder, or temporary training permit holder may retain the agreed-upon charges and fees as specified in the written contract for services. The client shall receive the refund due no later than the 30th day after the date on which the client 
	or temporary training permit holder within the trial period ending 30 consecutive days from the date of delivery. Should the order be can-celed by the client prior to the delivery of the hearing instrument(s), the licensed hearing instrument dispenser, apprentice permit holder, or temporary training permit holder may retain the agreed-upon charges and fees as specified in the written contract for services. The client shall receive the refund due no later than the 30th day after the date on which the client 
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	(8) the printed name, license type, signature and license or permit number of the licensed hearing instrument dispenser, apprentice permit holder, or temporary training permit holder who dispensed the hearing instrument; (9) the supervisor's name, license type, and license number, if applicable; (10) a recommendation for a follow-up appointment within thirty (30) days after the hearing instrument fitting; (11) the expiration date of the 30 consecutive day trial pe-riod under subsection (b); and (12) the dol
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	published in the May 15, 2026 issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 3206) and will be republished. The adopted new sec-tions add lists of literary works to be taught in each grade level as required by House Bill (HB) 1605, 88th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2023. REASONED JUSTIFICATION: The 88th Texas Legislature, Reg-ular Session, 2023, passed HB 1605 relating to instructional ma-terial and technology. HB 1605 added Texas Education Code (TEC), §28.002(c-4), which requires the SBOE, in adopting es-se


	cent Benét and Rosemary Benét with Davy Crockett (English) by Emma E. Haldy. The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to remove The Hare in the Moon by Angela McAllister. The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to remove The Fox and the Grapes (excerpt from Aesop’s Fables: The Classic Edi-tion). The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to remove Noah’s Ark by Peter Spier. The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to add Jonah (Book of Jonah, Chapter 1, Verses 1-5 and 10-17; Chapter 2, Verse 10).
	cable to Grades 7 and 8 beginning with the 2032-2033 school year. Section 110.30(c) was amended to clarify requirements related to the use and local selection of additional literary works for Eng-lish language arts and reading instruction that support coverage of the essential knowledge and skills and maintain similar rigor as the required literary works in the figures in §110.30(f)(1)-(3). Section 110.30(d) was amended to strongly encourage the use of print-based texts. Figure: 19 TAC §110.30(f)(2) The Gra
	cable to Grades 7 and 8 beginning with the 2032-2033 school year. Section 110.30(c) was amended to clarify requirements related to the use and local selection of additional literary works for Eng-lish language arts and reading instruction that support coverage of the essential knowledge and skills and maintain similar rigor as the required literary works in the figures in §110.30(f)(1)-(3). Section 110.30(d) was amended to strongly encourage the use of print-based texts. Figure: 19 TAC §110.30(f)(2) The Gra


	gagement in the progression of complex texts from Kindergarten through Grade 12 considering Lexile levels, grade-level fit, ac-cessibility, and rigor. The literary works lists were selected to include a variety of text types and genres to support the develop-ment of student proficiency for the specific TEKS in each grade. Comment. Seven teachers, two administrators, two parents, and five community members stated that the literary works lists should be better aligned with social studies content, grade-level 
	gagement in the progression of complex texts from Kindergarten through Grade 12 considering Lexile levels, grade-level fit, ac-cessibility, and rigor. The literary works lists were selected to include a variety of text types and genres to support the develop-ment of student proficiency for the specific TEKS in each grade. Comment. Seven teachers, two administrators, two parents, and five community members stated that the literary works lists should be better aligned with social studies content, grade-level 
	gagement in the progression of complex texts from Kindergarten through Grade 12 considering Lexile levels, grade-level fit, ac-cessibility, and rigor. The literary works lists were selected to include a variety of text types and genres to support the develop-ment of student proficiency for the specific TEKS in each grade. Comment. Seven teachers, two administrators, two parents, and five community members stated that the literary works lists should be better aligned with social studies content, grade-level 
	§28.0022. The literary works lists were intentionally developed to support age-appropriate content and engagement with a pro-gression of complex texts from Kindergarten through Grade 12. The adopted lists include consideration for text types, genres, Lexile levels, and Spanish language texts to support the de-velopment of student proficiency for the specific TEKS in each grade. Comment. Thirty-one teachers, seven administrators, twenty-one parents, forty-four community members, one university/col-lege staff
	§28.0022. The literary works lists were intentionally developed to support age-appropriate content and engagement with a pro-gression of complex texts from Kindergarten through Grade 12. The adopted lists include consideration for text types, genres, Lexile levels, and Spanish language texts to support the de-velopment of student proficiency for the specific TEKS in each grade. Comment. Thirty-one teachers, seven administrators, twenty-one parents, forty-four community members, one university/col-lege staff


	decision-making authority to select additional instructional ma-terials that align with TEKS is preserved by 19 TAC §67.63 and newly adopted rule text in Chapters 110 and 128 that requires districts to adopt additional texts to support instruction. Comment. Thirteen teachers, two counselors, two adminis-trators, twenty-five parents, twenty-one community members, one university/college staff member, and two out-of-state com-menters stated that the process for developing or revising the literary works lists l
	Comment. One administrator stated concern that changing Grade 8 TEKS to focus on Texas may disadvantage students when they reach high school. The commenter explained that spreading U.S. history across grade levels may prevent students from understanding the subject coherently and raised concerns about ideological framing. The commenter requested recon-sideration of the history sequence and its effect on students' broader historical understanding. Response. This comment is outside the scope of the proposed r

	allows local districts to identify SBOE adopted literary works ti-tles to be read at or before the SBOE designated grade. Comment. One counselor stated that To Kill a Mockingbird is more appropriate for high school than intermediate or middle school. The commenter explained that the text should not be treated as a middle school selection. The commenter requested reconsideration of the text's grade-level placement. Response. The SBOE provides the following clarification. To Kill a Mockingbird was considered 
	allows local districts to identify SBOE adopted literary works ti-tles to be read at or before the SBOE designated grade. Comment. One counselor stated that To Kill a Mockingbird is more appropriate for high school than intermediate or middle school. The commenter explained that the text should not be treated as a middle school selection. The commenter requested reconsideration of the text's grade-level placement. Response. The SBOE provides the following clarification. To Kill a Mockingbird was considered 
	allows local districts to identify SBOE adopted literary works ti-tles to be read at or before the SBOE designated grade. Comment. One counselor stated that To Kill a Mockingbird is more appropriate for high school than intermediate or middle school. The commenter explained that the text should not be treated as a middle school selection. The commenter requested reconsideration of the text's grade-level placement. Response. The SBOE provides the following clarification. To Kill a Mockingbird was considered 
	Comment. Twenty-eight teachers, three administrators, one parent, and three university/college staff members stated that several assigned texts are not age appropriate or well placed for middle school students due to high Lexile levels, mature content, and archaic sentence structures. The commenters ex-plained that selections such as The Giver, To Kill a Mockingbird, The Diary of a Young Girl, Great Expectations, Dante’s Inferno, All Creatures Great and Small, and related works may require more maturity, vo

	Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal for clearer alignment, greater transparency, and flexibility. The SBOE's adopted literary works lists represent a variety of text types and genres to support the development of student profi-ciency for the specific TEKS in each grade level and cross-curric-ular connections where possible. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal for more flexibility for teachers to choose texts since HB 1605 requires the adoption of a literary works list by 
	themes, and language are suitable for high school developmen-tal and academic abilities. Comment. One teacher stated that The Great Gatsby should be removed from the list because the commenter viewed it as hav-ing limited literary, historical, or philosophical value for average high school students. The commenter explained that districts may require novels without adequately purchasing them for stu-dents and questioned whether the novel's treatment of wealth and capitalism remains useful. The commenter requ
	themes, and language are suitable for high school developmen-tal and academic abilities. Comment. One teacher stated that The Great Gatsby should be removed from the list because the commenter viewed it as hav-ing limited literary, historical, or philosophical value for average high school students. The commenter explained that districts may require novels without adequately purchasing them for stu-dents and questioned whether the novel's treatment of wealth and capitalism remains useful. The commenter requ


	adopted literary works titles to be read at or before the SBOE designated grade. Comment. One administrator and one parent stated that ideo-logical economic or political texts should not be required in Eng-lish III. The commenters explained that works by Ayn Rand or Thomas Sowell present specific economic or political theories that may be better suited to other courses with fuller context. The commenters requested removal or replacement with texts more appropriate for literary study. Response. The SBOE disa
	adopted literary works titles to be read at or before the SBOE designated grade. Comment. One administrator and one parent stated that ideo-logical economic or political texts should not be required in Eng-lish III. The commenters explained that works by Ayn Rand or Thomas Sowell present specific economic or political theories that may be better suited to other courses with fuller context. The commenters requested removal or replacement with texts more appropriate for literary study. Response. The SBOE disa
	adopted literary works titles to be read at or before the SBOE designated grade. Comment. One administrator and one parent stated that ideo-logical economic or political texts should not be required in Eng-lish III. The commenters explained that works by Ayn Rand or Thomas Sowell present specific economic or political theories that may be better suited to other courses with fuller context. The commenters requested removal or replacement with texts more appropriate for literary study. Response. The SBOE disa
	Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal for revisions as the literary works lists were intentionally devel-oped with grade-level differentiation to support engagement in the progression of complex texts from Kindergarten-Grade 12 and to include a variety of text types and genres so that rigor is preserved without hindering comprehension or connection. Comment. Two teachers stated that the lists should prioritize more engaging and contemporary texts for current students. The commenters exp

	Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal for smaller lists, excerpts, separate expectations, or other flexi-ble approaches. The literary works lists were intentionally devel-oped to support age-appropriate content and engagement with a progression of complex texts from Kindergarten-Grade 12. The adopted lists include consideration for text types, genres, Lexile levels, and Spanish language texts to support the development of student proficiency for the specific TEKS in each grade. Local de
	texts can support literary, historical, cultural, and interdisci-plinary understanding when presented as academic content rather than devotional instruction. Commenters noted that these selections may provide background knowledge for Western literature, founding documents, symbolism, civic traditions, and broader cultural literacy. The commenters requested that the SBOE approve or retain biblical references and related works as literary or historical selections within the required literary works list. Respo
	texts can support literary, historical, cultural, and interdisci-plinary understanding when presented as academic content rather than devotional instruction. Commenters noted that these selections may provide background knowledge for Western literature, founding documents, symbolism, civic traditions, and broader cultural literacy. The commenters requested that the SBOE approve or retain biblical references and related works as literary or historical selections within the required literary works list. Respo


	dred thirty-five community members, and three out-of-state commenters stated that religious instruction should remain the responsibility of families, parents, churches, synagogues, mosques, temples, and other faith communities rather than public schools. The commenters stated that religious texts should not be incorporated in a way that privileges one faith tradition and explained that inclusion would be more appropriate only if multiple religions and belief systems are represented equitably. The commenters
	dred thirty-five community members, and three out-of-state commenters stated that religious instruction should remain the responsibility of families, parents, churches, synagogues, mosques, temples, and other faith communities rather than public schools. The commenters stated that religious texts should not be incorporated in a way that privileges one faith tradition and explained that inclusion would be more appropriate only if multiple religions and belief systems are represented equitably. The commenters
	dred thirty-five community members, and three out-of-state commenters stated that religious instruction should remain the responsibility of families, parents, churches, synagogues, mosques, temples, and other faith communities rather than public schools. The commenters stated that religious texts should not be incorporated in a way that privileges one faith tradition and explained that inclusion would be more appropriate only if multiple religions and belief systems are represented equitably. The commenters
	to optional or recommended resources, restore local control, and preserve teacher discretion. Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal to reject mandatory statewide lists and convert selections to optional or recommended resources. HB 1605 required the SBOE to adopt a required literary list per grade level. Local decision-making authority to select additional instructional ma-terials that align with TEKS is preserved by 19 TAC §67.63 and newly adopted rule text in Chapters 110 and 128 that
	to optional or recommended resources, restore local control, and preserve teacher discretion. Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal to reject mandatory statewide lists and convert selections to optional or recommended resources. HB 1605 required the SBOE to adopt a required literary list per grade level. Local decision-making authority to select additional instructional ma-terials that align with TEKS is preserved by 19 TAC §67.63 and newly adopted rule text in Chapters 110 and 128 that



	tation, instructional quality, and potential legal implications. The commenters requested that the curriculum not be adopted and that alternative materials be considered. Response. This comment is outside the scope of the proposed rulemaking. Comment. One parent and one community member stated sup-port for the proposed standards and explained that the curricu-lum should emphasize civic knowledge, liberty, and Texas and American perspectives. The commenters described apprecia-tion for the development process
	tation, instructional quality, and potential legal implications. The commenters requested that the curriculum not be adopted and that alternative materials be considered. Response. This comment is outside the scope of the proposed rulemaking. Comment. One parent and one community member stated sup-port for the proposed standards and explained that the curricu-lum should emphasize civic knowledge, liberty, and Texas and American perspectives. The commenters described apprecia-tion for the development process
	When making local selections of additional literary works for instruc-tion in English language arts and reading, school districts and charter schools should include texts that cover the remainder of the essential knowledge and skills and prioritize content that reinforces required stu-dent expectations of knowledge from other subjects, including social studies. Additional locally selected literary works must be of similar rigor as required by the list in the figure for the given grade level. (d) Research co
	When making local selections of additional literary works for instruc-tion in English language arts and reading, school districts and charter schools should include texts that cover the remainder of the essential knowledge and skills and prioritize content that reinforces required stu-dent expectations of knowledge from other subjects, including social studies. Additional locally selected literary works must be of similar rigor as required by the list in the figure for the given grade level. (d) Research co
	When making local selections of additional literary works for instruc-tion in English language arts and reading, school districts and charter schools should include texts that cover the remainder of the essential knowledge and skills and prioritize content that reinforces required stu-dent expectations of knowledge from other subjects, including social studies. Additional locally selected literary works must be of similar rigor as required by the list in the figure for the given grade level. (d) Research co



	literary work that conflicts with the parent's religious or moral beliefs if the parent presents or delivers to the teacher of the parent's child a written statement authorizing the removal of the child from the instruc-tion. If a graded assignment or local assessment is based solely on the content of a required literary work for which a parent exercised a right under TEC, §26.010, the school district or charter school is encour-aged, but not required, to provide an alternative graded assignment or local as
	literary work that conflicts with the parent's religious or moral beliefs if the parent presents or delivers to the teacher of the parent's child a written statement authorizing the removal of the child from the instruc-tion. If a graded assignment or local assessment is based solely on the content of a required literary work for which a parent exercised a right under TEC, §26.010, the school district or charter school is encour-aged, but not required, to provide an alternative graded assignment or local as
	literary work that conflicts with the parent's religious or moral beliefs if the parent presents or delivers to the teacher of the parent's child a written statement authorizing the removal of the child from the instruc-tion. If a graded assignment or local assessment is based solely on the content of a required literary work for which a parent exercised a right under TEC, §26.010, the school district or charter school is encour-aged, but not required, to provide an alternative graded assignment or local as
	(b) The literary works included in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(3) of this section shall be included in instruction at or before the designated grade level. Each required literary work shall be read in its entirety unless otherwise indicated in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(3) of this section. (c) Students shall demonstrate proficiency in the student ex-pectations described in §§110.22-110.24 of this chapter (relating to English Language Arts and Reading, Grade 6, Adopted 2017; English Language Art
	(b) The literary works included in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(3) of this section shall be included in instruction at or before the designated grade level. Each required literary work shall be read in its entirety unless otherwise indicated in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(3) of this section. (c) Students shall demonstrate proficiency in the student ex-pectations described in §§110.22-110.24 of this chapter (relating to English Language Arts and Reading, Grade 6, Adopted 2017; English Language Art
	(b) The literary works included in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(3) of this section shall be included in instruction at or before the designated grade level. Each required literary work shall be read in its entirety unless otherwise indicated in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(3) of this section. (c) Students shall demonstrate proficiency in the student ex-pectations described in §§110.22-110.24 of this chapter (relating to English Language Arts and Reading, Grade 6, Adopted 2017; English Language Art
	(b) The literary works included in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(3) of this section shall be included in instruction at or before the designated grade level. Each required literary work shall be read in its entirety unless otherwise indicated in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(3) of this section. (c) Students shall demonstrate proficiency in the student ex-pectations described in §§110.22-110.24 of this chapter (relating to English Language Arts and Reading, Grade 6, Adopted 2017; English Language Art
	(b) The literary works included in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(3) of this section shall be included in instruction at or before the designated grade level. Each required literary work shall be read in its entirety unless otherwise indicated in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(3) of this section. (c) Students shall demonstrate proficiency in the student ex-pectations described in §§110.22-110.24 of this chapter (relating to English Language Arts and Reading, Grade 6, Adopted 2017; English Language Art
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	written statement authorizing the removal of the child from the instruc-tion. If a graded assignment or local assessment is based solely on the content of a required literary work for which a parent exercised a right under TEC, §26.010, the school district or charter school is encour-aged, but not required, to provide an alternative graded assignment or local assessment that is based on an alternative literary work provided for the student who was removed from instruction. (i) In the event the commissioner 
	written statement authorizing the removal of the child from the instruc-tion. If a graded assignment or local assessment is based solely on the content of a required literary work for which a parent exercised a right under TEC, §26.010, the school district or charter school is encour-aged, but not required, to provide an alternative graded assignment or local assessment that is based on an alternative literary work provided for the student who was removed from instruction. (i) In the event the commissioner 
	in its entirety unless otherwise indicated in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(4) of this section. (c) Students shall demonstrate proficiency in the student ex-pectations described in §§110.36-110.39 of this chapter (relating to English Language Arts and Reading, English I (One Credit), Adopted 2017; English Language Arts and Reading, English II (One Credit), Adopted 2017; English Language Arts and Reading, English III (One Credit), Adopted 2017; and English Language Arts and Reading, Eng-lish IV (One Cred
	in its entirety unless otherwise indicated in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(4) of this section. (c) Students shall demonstrate proficiency in the student ex-pectations described in §§110.36-110.39 of this chapter (relating to English Language Arts and Reading, English I (One Credit), Adopted 2017; English Language Arts and Reading, English II (One Credit), Adopted 2017; English Language Arts and Reading, English III (One Credit), Adopted 2017; and English Language Arts and Reading, Eng-lish IV (One Cred
	in its entirety unless otherwise indicated in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(4) of this section. (c) Students shall demonstrate proficiency in the student ex-pectations described in §§110.36-110.39 of this chapter (relating to English Language Arts and Reading, English I (One Credit), Adopted 2017; English Language Arts and Reading, English II (One Credit), Adopted 2017; English Language Arts and Reading, English III (One Credit), Adopted 2017; and English Language Arts and Reading, Eng-lish IV (One Cred
	in its entirety unless otherwise indicated in the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(4) of this section. (c) Students shall demonstrate proficiency in the student ex-pectations described in §§110.36-110.39 of this chapter (relating to English Language Arts and Reading, English I (One Credit), Adopted 2017; English Language Arts and Reading, English II (One Credit), Adopted 2017; English Language Arts and Reading, English III (One Credit), Adopted 2017; and English Language Arts and Reading, Eng-lish IV (One Cred
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	(h) In accordance with TEC, §26.010, a parent retains the right to temporarily remove the parent's child from instruction in a required literary work that conflicts with the parent's religious or moral beliefs if the parent presents or delivers to the teacher of the parent's child a written statement authorizing the removal of the child from the instruc-tion. If a graded assignment or local assessment is based solely on the content of a required literary work for which a parent exercised a right under TEC, 
	(h) In accordance with TEC, §26.010, a parent retains the right to temporarily remove the parent's child from instruction in a required literary work that conflicts with the parent's religious or moral beliefs if the parent presents or delivers to the teacher of the parent's child a written statement authorizing the removal of the child from the instruc-tion. If a graded assignment or local assessment is based solely on the content of a required literary work for which a parent exercised a right under TEC, 
	(h) In accordance with TEC, §26.010, a parent retains the right to temporarily remove the parent's child from instruction in a required literary work that conflicts with the parent's religious or moral beliefs if the parent presents or delivers to the teacher of the parent's child a written statement authorizing the removal of the child from the instruc-tion. If a graded assignment or local assessment is based solely on the content of a required literary work for which a parent exercised a right under TEC, 
	(h) In accordance with TEC, §26.010, a parent retains the right to temporarily remove the parent's child from instruction in a required literary work that conflicts with the parent's religious or moral beliefs if the parent presents or delivers to the teacher of the parent's child a written statement authorizing the removal of the child from the instruc-tion. If a graded assignment or local assessment is based solely on the content of a required literary work for which a parent exercised a right under TEC, 
	(h) In accordance with TEC, §26.010, a parent retains the right to temporarily remove the parent's child from instruction in a required literary work that conflicts with the parent's religious or moral beliefs if the parent presents or delivers to the teacher of the parent's child a written statement authorizing the removal of the child from the instruc-tion. If a graded assignment or local assessment is based solely on the content of a required literary work for which a parent exercised a right under TEC, 


	proposed new 19 TAC §§128.10, 128.30, and 128.70 until the April 2026 meeting. The SBOE approved proposed new 19 TAC §§128.10, 128.30, and 128.70 for first reading and filing autho-rization at the April 2026 meeting. The new sections adopt literary works lists required to be taught in English and Spanish language arts and reading in Kinder-garten-Grade 12. The following changes were made since approved for first read-ing and filing authorization. Section 128.10(a) was amended to establish implementation of 
	proposed new 19 TAC §§128.10, 128.30, and 128.70 until the April 2026 meeting. The SBOE approved proposed new 19 TAC §§128.10, 128.30, and 128.70 for first reading and filing autho-rization at the April 2026 meeting. The new sections adopt literary works lists required to be taught in English and Spanish language arts and reading in Kinder-garten-Grade 12. The following changes were made since approved for first read-ing and filing authorization. Section 128.10(a) was amended to establish implementation of 


	title Danielito y el Dinosaurio by Syd Hoff from the list of required literary works. The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to remove The Hare in the Moon by Angela McAllister and the corresponding Spanish title La liebre en la luna by Angela McAllister. The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to remove The Fox and the Grapes and the corresponding Spanish title El zorro y las uvas from the list of required literary works. The Grade 1 literary works list was amended to replace the Eng-lish title Da
	The Grade 3 literary works list was amended to update the ISBN for The Wind in the Willows. Figure: 19 TAC §128.10(f)(5) The Grade 4 literary works list was amended to replace the Spanish paired text for The Ant and the Dove with El salta-montes y la hormiga. The Grade 4 literary works list was amended to update the spec-ified excerpt for the Spanish edition of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind, El niño que domó el viento. The Grade 4 literary works list was amended to remove The Road Not Taken and the corresp

	The Grade 6 literary works list was amended to specify Volumes 1-3 of the Spanish title Todas las criaturas grandes y pequeñas: Aventuras y desventuras de un veterinario en la campiña inglesa for All Creatures Great and Small. Figure: 19 TAC §128.30(f)(2) The Grade 7 literary works list was amended by adding The Road Not Taken. Section 128.30(g) was amended to provide guidance on the use of English texts when the Spanish version is not available. Section 128.70(a) was amended to establish implementation of 
	The Grade 6 literary works list was amended to specify Volumes 1-3 of the Spanish title Todas las criaturas grandes y pequeñas: Aventuras y desventuras de un veterinario en la campiña inglesa for All Creatures Great and Small. Figure: 19 TAC §128.30(f)(2) The Grade 7 literary works list was amended by adding The Road Not Taken. Section 128.30(g) was amended to provide guidance on the use of English texts when the Spanish version is not available. Section 128.70(a) was amended to establish implementation of 
	The Grade 6 literary works list was amended to specify Volumes 1-3 of the Spanish title Todas las criaturas grandes y pequeñas: Aventuras y desventuras de un veterinario en la campiña inglesa for All Creatures Great and Small. Figure: 19 TAC §128.30(f)(2) The Grade 7 literary works list was amended by adding The Road Not Taken. Section 128.30(g) was amended to provide guidance on the use of English texts when the Spanish version is not available. Section 128.70(a) was amended to establish implementation of 
	Comment. Two teachers stated that learning Spanish in a basic way is essential. Response. This comment is outside the scope of the proposed rulemaking. Comment. Two parents stated concern about perceived attacks on public schools and undisclosed conflicts of interest. The com-menters stated a desire for schools to teach history as it actually happened without omitting content or restricting teachers' abil-ity to discuss complex topics. The commenters noted that in-clusive teaching and diverse perspectives h

	128 that requires districts to adopt additional texts to support instruction. Comment. Eighteen teachers, one administrator, one parent, two community members, one university/college staff, three community members, two university/college staff members, and two out-of-state commenters expressed opposition or con-cern that a mandatory statewide literary works list would limit teacher autonomy and instructional flexibility. The commenters expressed support for retaining local school board autonomy over literat
	academically neutral and culturally responsive materials, and restoration of local control in selecting instructional resources. Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal to remove or reconsider required religious texts because TEC, §28.002(a)(2)(G), requires instruction in religious literature and its impact on literature and history as part of the required curricu-lum, a statutory requirement affirmed by Texas Attorney General Opinion No. KP-0503 (RQ-0621-KP) as issued on November 17, 202
	academically neutral and culturally responsive materials, and restoration of local control in selecting instructional resources. Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' proposal to remove or reconsider required religious texts because TEC, §28.002(a)(2)(G), requires instruction in religious literature and its impact on literature and history as part of the required curricu-lum, a statutory requirement affirmed by Texas Attorney General Opinion No. KP-0503 (RQ-0621-KP) as issued on November 17, 202


	implementation timeline adopted by the SBOE provides greater time for teacher training, curriculum redesign, and resource funding management and adequate funding. The timeline is as follows: Kindergarten-Grade 5, 2030-2031; Grade 6, 2031-2032; Grades 7 and 8, 2032-2033; and high school, 2033-2034. Districts will use currently available funding through the Instructional Materials Allotment and Entitlement Funds to support instructional materials purchases over the biennium. Publishers will integrate the requ
	implementation timeline adopted by the SBOE provides greater time for teacher training, curriculum redesign, and resource funding management and adequate funding. The timeline is as follows: Kindergarten-Grade 5, 2030-2031; Grade 6, 2031-2032; Grades 7 and 8, 2032-2033; and high school, 2033-2034. Districts will use currently available funding through the Instructional Materials Allotment and Entitlement Funds to support instructional materials purchases over the biennium. Publishers will integrate the requ
	implementation timeline adopted by the SBOE provides greater time for teacher training, curriculum redesign, and resource funding management and adequate funding. The timeline is as follows: Kindergarten-Grade 5, 2030-2031; Grade 6, 2031-2032; Grades 7 and 8, 2032-2033; and high school, 2033-2034. Districts will use currently available funding through the Instructional Materials Allotment and Entitlement Funds to support instructional materials purchases over the biennium. Publishers will integrate the requ
	the lists advisory while preserving educator flexibility and sup-ports such as accommodations or alternative versions. The commenters also requested that violent and sexual content not be included and that age appropriateness be ensured through content warnings, alternative assignments, and clear opt-out procedures. Response. The SBOE disagrees with commenters' proposal to reject or make the literary works list advisory. HB 1605 required that the SBOE adopt a literary works list for each grade level. In res
	the lists advisory while preserving educator flexibility and sup-ports such as accommodations or alternative versions. The commenters also requested that violent and sexual content not be included and that age appropriateness be ensured through content warnings, alternative assignments, and clear opt-out procedures. Response. The SBOE disagrees with commenters' proposal to reject or make the literary works list advisory. HB 1605 required that the SBOE adopt a literary works list for each grade level. In res


	English serves as the national language and the primary lan-guage of international travel and business. Response. This comment is outside the scope of the proposed rulemaking. Comment. Two teachers expressed concerns about the de-velopmental appropriateness of introducing complex historical concepts in Kindergarten-Grade 2, stating that the proposed changes do not align with research on young learners' ability to process such material. The commenters described the potential long-term impact as creating gaps
	little sense. The commenter explained that English IV is sup-posed to be British literature, but the list includes works that are not British in nature. The commenter stated that this reinforces the perception that those who create these lists know little or nothing about teaching, English classes, or the TEKS. The com-menter noted that teachers are the experts and know how to do their jobs better than anyone. Response. In response to public comments, the literary works lists were intentionally selected to 
	little sense. The commenter explained that English IV is sup-posed to be British literature, but the list includes works that are not British in nature. The commenter stated that this reinforces the perception that those who create these lists know little or nothing about teaching, English classes, or the TEKS. The com-menter noted that teachers are the experts and know how to do their jobs better than anyone. Response. In response to public comments, the literary works lists were intentionally selected to 


	tives, or a broad range of cultural, philosophical, and political viewpoints. The commenters explained that equal or broader representation could include non-Judeo-Christian texts and per-spectives from major religions. The commenters noted that fo-cusing on one tradition may be perceived as promoting one re-ligion or failing to represent all students. The commenters re-quested balanced religious perspectives or removal of religious content altogether. Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' propo
	tives, or a broad range of cultural, philosophical, and political viewpoints. The commenters explained that equal or broader representation could include non-Judeo-Christian texts and per-spectives from major religions. The commenters noted that fo-cusing on one tradition may be perceived as promoting one re-ligion or failing to represent all students. The commenters re-quested balanced religious perspectives or removal of religious content altogether. Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' propo
	tives, or a broad range of cultural, philosophical, and political viewpoints. The commenters explained that equal or broader representation could include non-Judeo-Christian texts and per-spectives from major religions. The commenters noted that fo-cusing on one tradition may be perceived as promoting one re-ligion or failing to represent all students. The commenters re-quested balanced religious perspectives or removal of religious content altogether. Response. The SBOE disagrees with the commenters' propo
	Comment. Three parents expressed that the proposed social studies curriculum should provide accurate, truthful, and aca-demically neutral instruction on history, religion, and underrep-resented regions and peoples. The commenters stated that re-ligious content should reflect true teachings and perspectives from within each faith tradition, including concerns that Islam is portrayed inaccurately or primarily through conflict. The com-menters noted that instruction should include the rise of Islam, the influe


	CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE. The new section imple-ments Texas Education Code, §28.002(c-4), as added by House Bill 1605, 88th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2023. §128.10. Literary Works Lists, Kindergarten-Grade 5, Adopted 2026. (a) This section implements the requirements of Texas Educa-tion Code (TEC), §28.002(c-4), and, in conjunction with Chapter 113 of this title (relating to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for So-cial Studies), implements the requirements of TEC, §28.002(a)(2)(G), (h), and 
	CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE. The new section imple-ments Texas Education Code, §28.002(c-4), as added by House Bill 1605, 88th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2023. §128.10. Literary Works Lists, Kindergarten-Grade 5, Adopted 2026. (a) This section implements the requirements of Texas Educa-tion Code (TEC), §28.002(c-4), and, in conjunction with Chapter 113 of this title (relating to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for So-cial Studies), implements the requirements of TEC, §28.002(a)(2)(G), (h), and 
	that it be read aloud, it must be read by students, with adult assistance where necessary. (f) The literary works lists to be used by school districts and charter schools are provided in the figures in this subsection. (1) Kindergarten list, entitled "Required Spanish Literary Works -Kindergarten." Figure: 19 TAC §128.10(f)(1) (2) Grade 1 list, entitled "Required Spanish Literary Works -Grade 1." Figure: 19 TAC §128.10(f)(2) (3) Grade 2 list, entitled "Required Spanish Literary Works -Grade 2." Figure: 19 T

	for a first and second reading without a separate meeting for discussion before first reading. The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-thority. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026. TRD-202603570 Cristina De La Fuente-Valadez Director, Rulemaking Texas Education Agency Effective date: July 1, 2027 Proposal publication date: May 15, 2026 For further information, please call: (512) 475-1497 ♦ 
	for a first and second reading without a separate meeting for discussion before first reading. The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-thority. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026. TRD-202603570 Cristina De La Fuente-Valadez Director, Rulemaking Texas Education Agency Effective date: July 1, 2027 Proposal publication date: May 15, 2026 For further information, please call: (512) 475-1497 ♦ 
	for a first and second reading without a separate meeting for discussion before first reading. The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-thority. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026. TRD-202603570 Cristina De La Fuente-Valadez Director, Rulemaking Texas Education Agency Effective date: July 1, 2027 Proposal publication date: May 15, 2026 For further information, please call: (512) 475-1497 ♦ 
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	ary works to be used in instruction must be selected at the local level, which may be accomplished by using literary works provided in a local adoption of instructional materials. When making local selections of additional literary works for instruction in Spanish language arts and reading and English as a second language, school districts and charter schools should include texts that cover the remainder of the essential knowledge and skills and prioritize content that reinforces required stu-dent expectati




	local assessment that is based on an alternative literary work provided for the student who was removed from instruction. (j) In the event the commissioner of education determines that a literary work required in any of the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(3) of this section is no longer available at a reasonable cost at the vol-ume required for implementation across the state, the commissioner shall report that finding to the State Board of Education (SBOE), and the SBOE may consider an amendment to remove th
	local assessment that is based on an alternative literary work provided for the student who was removed from instruction. (j) In the event the commissioner of education determines that a literary work required in any of the figures in subsection (f)(1)-(3) of this section is no longer available at a reasonable cost at the vol-ume required for implementation across the state, the commissioner shall report that finding to the State Board of Education (SBOE), and the SBOE may consider an amendment to remove th
	ary works required by this section represent a portion of the literary works to be read by or for students in that grade and do not include texts that would cover all of the essential knowledge and skills for that grade. Additional literary works to be used in instruction must be se-lected at the local level, which may be accomplished by using literary works provided in a local adoption of instructional materials. When making local selections of additional literary works for instruction in Spanish language 
	ary works required by this section represent a portion of the literary works to be read by or for students in that grade and do not include texts that would cover all of the essential knowledge and skills for that grade. Additional literary works to be used in instruction must be se-lected at the local level, which may be accomplished by using literary works provided in a local adoption of instructional materials. When making local selections of additional literary works for instruction in Spanish language 
	ary works required by this section represent a portion of the literary works to be read by or for students in that grade and do not include texts that would cover all of the essential knowledge and skills for that grade. Additional literary works to be used in instruction must be se-lected at the local level, which may be accomplished by using literary works provided in a local adoption of instructional materials. When making local selections of additional literary works for instruction in Spanish language 



	work from the relevant figure, subject to holding two board meetings for a first and second reading without a separate meeting for discussion before first reading. The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-thority. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026. TRD-202603573 Cristina De La Fuente-Valadez Director, Rulemaking Texas Education Agency Effective date: July 1, 2027 Proposal publication date:
	work from the relevant figure, subject to holding two board meetings for a first and second reading without a separate meeting for discussion before first reading. The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-thority. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026. TRD-202603573 Cristina De La Fuente-Valadez Director, Rulemaking Texas Education Agency Effective date: July 1, 2027 Proposal publication date:
	work from the relevant figure, subject to holding two board meetings for a first and second reading without a separate meeting for discussion before first reading. The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-thority. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026. TRD-202603573 Cristina De La Fuente-Valadez Director, Rulemaking Texas Education Agency Effective date: July 1, 2027 Proposal publication date:
	to maintain appropriate boundaries with a student or minor as defined in State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) rule. In response to public comment, §153.1201 was modified at adoption to add a definition for "service provider" in new subsec-tion (g), reflecting that the definition is the statutory definition in TEC, §22A.001(8). In addition, the definition for "inappropriate communication" in subsection (d) was clarified at adoption by adding a comma following the examples of inappropriate communicat
	to maintain appropriate boundaries with a student or minor as defined in State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) rule. In response to public comment, §153.1201 was modified at adoption to add a definition for "service provider" in new subsec-tion (g), reflecting that the definition is the statutory definition in TEC, §22A.001(8). In addition, the definition for "inappropriate communication" in subsection (d) was clarified at adoption by adding a comma following the examples of inappropriate communicat
	to maintain appropriate boundaries with a student or minor as defined in State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) rule. In response to public comment, §153.1201 was modified at adoption to add a definition for "service provider" in new subsec-tion (g), reflecting that the definition is the statutory definition in TEC, §22A.001(8). In addition, the definition for "inappropriate communication" in subsection (d) was clarified at adoption by adding a comma following the examples of inappropriate communicat




	an educational entity to report misconduct as outlined in TEC, §22A.051, to the commissioner; TEC, §22A.152, as added by SB 571, 89th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2025, which requires the commissioner to temporarily include a person in the registry if the commissioner, based on evidence or information presented to the commissioner regarding a complaint alleging misconduct by the person, determines that the person's contin-ued employment at or provision of services to an educational entity constitutes
	an educational entity to report misconduct as outlined in TEC, §22A.051, to the commissioner; TEC, §22A.152, as added by SB 571, 89th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2025, which requires the commissioner to temporarily include a person in the registry if the commissioner, based on evidence or information presented to the commissioner regarding a complaint alleging misconduct by the person, determines that the person's contin-ued employment at or provision of services to an educational entity constitutes
	(2) the subject matter of the communication; (3) whether the communication was made openly or the employee or service provider attempted to conceal the communication; (4) whether the communication could be reasonably inter-preted as soliciting sexual contact or a romantic relationship; (5) whether the communication was sexually explicit; (6) whether the communication involved discussion(s) of the physical or sexual attractiveness or the sexual history, activities, preferences, or fantasies of either the emp
	(2) the subject matter of the communication; (3) whether the communication was made openly or the employee or service provider attempted to conceal the communication; (4) whether the communication could be reasonably inter-preted as soliciting sexual contact or a romantic relationship; (5) whether the communication was sexually explicit; (6) whether the communication involved discussion(s) of the physical or sexual attractiveness or the sexual history, activities, preferences, or fantasies of either the emp


	(G) any other evidence tending to show the context of the communications between employee and student; (2) making inappropriate comments about a student's body, creating or transmitting sexually suggestive photographs or images, or encouraging the student to transmit sexually suggestive photographs or images; (3) making sexually demeaning comments to a student; (4) making comments about a student's potential sexual performance; (5) requesting details of a student's sexual history; (6) requesting a date, sex
	(G) any other evidence tending to show the context of the communications between employee and student; (2) making inappropriate comments about a student's body, creating or transmitting sexually suggestive photographs or images, or encouraging the student to transmit sexually suggestive photographs or images; (3) making sexually demeaning comments to a student; (4) making comments about a student's potential sexual performance; (5) requesting details of a student's sexual history; (6) requesting a date, sex
	(G) any other evidence tending to show the context of the communications between employee and student; (2) making inappropriate comments about a student's body, creating or transmitting sexually suggestive photographs or images, or encouraging the student to transmit sexually suggestive photographs or images; (3) making sexually demeaning comments to a student; (4) making comments about a student's potential sexual performance; (5) requesting details of a student's sexual history; (6) requesting a date, sex
	(G) any other evidence tending to show the context of the communications between employee and student; (2) making inappropriate comments about a student's body, creating or transmitting sexually suggestive photographs or images, or encouraging the student to transmit sexually suggestive photographs or images; (3) making sexually demeaning comments to a student; (4) making comments about a student's potential sexual performance; (5) requesting details of a student's sexual history; (6) requesting a date, sex
	(G) any other evidence tending to show the context of the communications between employee and student; (2) making inappropriate comments about a student's body, creating or transmitting sexually suggestive photographs or images, or encouraging the student to transmit sexually suggestive photographs or images; (3) making sexually demeaning comments to a student; (4) making comments about a student's potential sexual performance; (5) requesting details of a student's sexual history; (6) requesting a date, sex


	No written comments were received and no one appeared to testify regarding the new rule at the public hearing on August 14, 2026. The new rule is adopted under the authority of Subchapters C and D, Chapter 656, Texas Government Code and Texas Occu-pations Code §153.001, which provides authority for the Board to adopt rules necessary to administer and enforce the Medical Practice Act and to adopt rules necessary to perform its duties. No other statutes, articles or codes are affected by this adoption. The ag
	No written comments were received and no one appeared to testify regarding the new rule at the public hearing on August 14, 2026. The new rule is adopted under the authority of Subchapters C and D, Chapter 656, Texas Government Code and Texas Occu-pations Code §153.001, which provides authority for the Board to adopt rules necessary to administer and enforce the Medical Practice Act and to adopt rules necessary to perform its duties. No other statutes, articles or codes are affected by this adoption. The ag



	The Board received one written comment regarding the pro-posed amendments to rule §161.35 from Texas Society of Eye Physicians and Surgeons.No one appeared to testify regarding the new rule at the public hearing on August 14, 2026. A summary of comments relating to the new rule and the Board responses, follows. Comment: Texas Society of Eye Physicians and Surgeons asks that the Board revise the proposed rules to clarify that physicians who do not specialize in emergency medicine are not subject to these CME
	The Board received one written comment regarding the pro-posed amendments to rule §161.35 from Texas Society of Eye Physicians and Surgeons.No one appeared to testify regarding the new rule at the public hearing on August 14, 2026. A summary of comments relating to the new rule and the Board responses, follows. Comment: Texas Society of Eye Physicians and Surgeons asks that the Board revise the proposed rules to clarify that physicians who do not specialize in emergency medicine are not subject to these CME
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	These rules are mandated by the passage of HB47 and SB25 (89th Regular Legislative Session) which amended the Texas Occupations Code, Sections 204.1563. The proposed amend-ments require licensed physician assistants to complete spec-ified continuing medical education on forensic evidence collec-tion as well as nutrition and metabolic health. The adopted amendments to rule §183.16 are as follows: Amendment to §183.16(a) adds section (2)(A) requiring physi-cian assistants to complete two credit hours of conti
	These rules are mandated by the passage of HB47 and SB25 (89th Regular Legislative Session) which amended the Texas Occupations Code, Sections 204.1563. The proposed amend-ments require licensed physician assistants to complete spec-ified continuing medical education on forensic evidence collec-tion as well as nutrition and metabolic health. The adopted amendments to rule §183.16 are as follows: Amendment to §183.16(a) adds section (2)(A) requiring physi-cian assistants to complete two credit hours of conti


	SUBCHAPTER C. NON-CERTIFIED TECHNICIAN REGISTRATION AND PRACTICE REQUIREMENTS 22 TAC §186.26 The Texas Medical Board (Board) adopts amendment concern-ing Chapter 186, Medical Radiologic Technology, Subchapter C, concerning Non-Certified Technician Registration and Practice Requirements, §186.26. The amendment to the rule is being adopted without changes to the proposed text as published in the March 20, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 1788). The adopted amendment to the rule will not be republi
	SUBCHAPTER C. NON-CERTIFIED TECHNICIAN REGISTRATION AND PRACTICE REQUIREMENTS 22 TAC §186.26 The Texas Medical Board (Board) adopts amendment concern-ing Chapter 186, Medical Radiologic Technology, Subchapter C, concerning Non-Certified Technician Registration and Practice Requirements, §186.26. The amendment to the rule is being adopted without changes to the proposed text as published in the March 20, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 1788). The adopted amendment to the rule will not be republi
	SUBCHAPTER C. NON-CERTIFIED TECHNICIAN REGISTRATION AND PRACTICE REQUIREMENTS 22 TAC §186.26 The Texas Medical Board (Board) adopts amendment concern-ing Chapter 186, Medical Radiologic Technology, Subchapter C, concerning Non-Certified Technician Registration and Practice Requirements, §186.26. The amendment to the rule is being adopted without changes to the proposed text as published in the March 20, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 1788). The adopted amendment to the rule will not be republi
	No other statutes, articles or codes are affected by this adoption. The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-thority. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 14, 2026. TRD-202603489 Scott Freshour General Counsel Texas Medical Board Effective date: September 3, 2026 Proposal publication date: March 20, 2026 For further information, please call: (512) 305-7059 ♦ ♦ ♦ PART 10. TEXAS FUNERAL SERVICE COMMISSI
	No other statutes, articles or codes are affected by this adoption. The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-thority. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 14, 2026. TRD-202603489 Scott Freshour General Counsel Texas Medical Board Effective date: September 3, 2026 Proposal publication date: March 20, 2026 For further information, please call: (512) 305-7059 ♦ ♦ ♦ PART 10. TEXAS FUNERAL SERVICE COMMISSI



	Maria Haynes Interim Executive Director Texas Funeral Service Commission Effective date: September 6, 2026 Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026 For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488 ♦ ♦ ♦ 22 TAC §206.1 The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC) adopts new §206.1, relating to Scope and Definitions. Section 206.1 is adopted with changes to the proposed text as published in the July 10, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 4469) and will be republished. Reasoned Justif
	Maria Haynes Interim Executive Director Texas Funeral Service Commission Effective date: September 6, 2026 Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026 For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488 ♦ ♦ ♦ 22 TAC §206.1 The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC) adopts new §206.1, relating to Scope and Definitions. Section 206.1 is adopted with changes to the proposed text as published in the July 10, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 4469) and will be republished. Reasoned Justif
	adopted under Chapter 692A, Health and Safety Code, includ-ing §651.005, which directs the Commission to regulate willed body programs, non-transplant anatomical donation organiza-tions, and anatomical facilities as provided by Chapter 691. The statutory provision affected by the adopted rule are those set forth in Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, and Chapter 692A; and Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 651. The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which the new rule is adopted in S
	adopted under Chapter 692A, Health and Safety Code, includ-ing §651.005, which directs the Commission to regulate willed body programs, non-transplant anatomical donation organiza-tions, and anatomical facilities as provided by Chapter 691. The statutory provision affected by the adopted rule are those set forth in Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, and Chapter 692A; and Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 651. The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which the new rule is adopted in S
	adopted under Chapter 692A, Health and Safety Code, includ-ing §651.005, which directs the Commission to regulate willed body programs, non-transplant anatomical donation organiza-tions, and anatomical facilities as provided by Chapter 691. The statutory provision affected by the adopted rule are those set forth in Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, and Chapter 692A; and Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 651. The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which the new rule is adopted in S



	indicates otherwise. A term not defined here has the meaning given in Health and Safety Code §691.001. (1) "AATB" means the American Association of Tissue Banks, or a successor entity including Association for Advancing Tissue and Biologics that maintains the AATB standards.. (2) "Administrator in Charge" or "AIC" means an individ-ual or an administrative body of an authorized entity headed by an indi-vidual who has the authority to represent the entity and who is respon-sible for the operation of the entit
	indicates otherwise. A term not defined here has the meaning given in Health and Safety Code §691.001. (1) "AATB" means the American Association of Tissue Banks, or a successor entity including Association for Advancing Tissue and Biologics that maintains the AATB standards.. (2) "Administrator in Charge" or "AIC" means an individ-ual or an administrative body of an authorized entity headed by an indi-vidual who has the authority to represent the entity and who is respon-sible for the operation of the entit
	indicates otherwise. A term not defined here has the meaning given in Health and Safety Code §691.001. (1) "AATB" means the American Association of Tissue Banks, or a successor entity including Association for Advancing Tissue and Biologics that maintains the AATB standards.. (2) "Administrator in Charge" or "AIC" means an individ-ual or an administrative body of an authorized entity headed by an indi-vidual who has the authority to represent the entity and who is respon-sible for the operation of the entit
	Responsible Individual must be on-site for the duration of the activity with the body or anatomical specimen. (13) "Donor" has the meaning assigned in Health and Safety Code Section 692A.002(9). (14) "Forensic science program" has the meaning assigned in Health and Safety Code Section 692A.011(a)(5). (15) "Governing body" means the governing authority of an authorized entity that is responsible for the entity's organization, management, control, and operation, including appointment of staff; includes the ow


	Maria Haynes Interim Executive Director Texas Funeral Service Commission Effective date: September 6, 2026 Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026 For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488 ♦ ♦ ♦ 22 TAC §206.2 The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC) adopts the repeal of 22 TAC §206.2, Institutional Requirements, without changes to the proposed text as published in the July 10, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 4472) and will not be republished. Reasoned Justification 
	Maria Haynes Interim Executive Director Texas Funeral Service Commission Effective date: September 6, 2026 Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026 For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488 ♦ ♦ ♦ 22 TAC §206.2 The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC) adopts the repeal of 22 TAC §206.2, Institutional Requirements, without changes to the proposed text as published in the July 10, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 4472) and will not be republished. Reasoned Justification 
	The adopted new rule under Chapter 206 implement Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, Donation of Bodies and Anatomical Specimens, and related provisions of Chapter 692A, Health and Safety Code, and Chapter 651, Occupations Code. The adopted new rule updates Chapter 206 to conform the Commission's anatomical-donation rules to the statutory framework enacted by Senate Bill 2040, 88th Legislature, Reg-ular Session (2023), which transferred regulation of willed body programs, non-transplant anatomical do
	The adopted new rule under Chapter 206 implement Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, Donation of Bodies and Anatomical Specimens, and related provisions of Chapter 692A, Health and Safety Code, and Chapter 651, Occupations Code. The adopted new rule updates Chapter 206 to conform the Commission's anatomical-donation rules to the statutory framework enacted by Senate Bill 2040, 88th Legislature, Reg-ular Session (2023), which transferred regulation of willed body programs, non-transplant anatomical do


	The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which the new rule is adopted in Senate Bill 2040, 88th Legislature, Regular Session (2023). §206.2. Authorized Activities. (a) Authority and purpose. (1) This section is adopted under §§691.022(c), 691.033(a) and (d), and 691.034, Health and Safety Code. (2) This section satisfies the commission's mandatory duty under §691.033(d) to clearly state the activities authorized in relation to the use or dissection of a body or anatomical specimen under t
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	(viii) an eye bank or tissue bank, in coordination with the commission, only for the purposes of using a body or anatom-ical specimen. This chapter does not apply to these banks when receiving donations under Chapter 692A, Health and Safety Code, other than whole bodies; (ix) a governmental medical examiner, law enforce-ment, first responder agency or forensic agency for education, training, or research, in coordination with the commission; and (x) any other person designated by the commission under paragra


	(1) the activity is within the scope of the consent for dona-tion; or (2) the entity provides prior written notice to the com-mission describing the activity, its purpose, and its alignment with §691.033(a), Health and Safety Code, and the commission does not object within 30 days of receipt. (e) Safe harbor; conduct with legal authority. (1) An authorized activity is performed with legal authority within the meaning of Texas Penal Code §42.08 (Abuse of Corpse). (2) Consistent with §691.033(c), Health and S
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	on by a Designated Responsible Individual of the releasing entity. This subsection is a documentation and accountability requirement adopted under 691.022(c) and 691.031, Health and Safety Code; it does not require commission approval of a transfer and does not exempt any transfer from §§206.3 (relating to Chain of Custody), 206.4, or 206.5 (relating to Transfer of Bodies or Anatomical Specimens) of this title. (h) Relationship to Penal Code §42.08. This section is adopted to aid prosecutions under Texas Pe
	Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026. TRD-202603543 Maria Haynes Interim Executive Director Texas Funeral Service Commission Effective date: September 6, 2026 Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026 For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488 ♦ ♦ ♦ 22 TAC §206.3 The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC) adopts new §206.3, relating to Chain of Custody. Section 206.3 is adopted with changes to the proposed text as published in the July 10, 2026, issue of
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	scribe forms necessary to administer and enforce the chapter; §691.031, which requires the Commission to adopt rules ensur-ing proper transportation of bodies and the completion, mainte-nance, and transfer of a chain-of-custody form prescribed by the Commission and the availability of those records for inspection; and §691.033, which addresses recordkeeping for bodies and anatomical specimens. The adopted new rule is also adopted under Chapter 651, Occupations Code, including §651.005. The statutory provisi
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	scribe forms necessary to administer and enforce the chapter; §691.031, which requires the Commission to adopt rules ensur-ing proper transportation of bodies and the completion, mainte-nance, and transfer of a chain-of-custody form prescribed by the Commission and the availability of those records for inspection; and §691.033, which addresses recordkeeping for bodies and anatomical specimens. The adopted new rule is also adopted under Chapter 651, Occupations Code, including §651.005. The statutory provisi



	procedures under §206.12(c)(4)(D) of this title governs those move-ments. (e) Transport providers. (1) A courier acting in a transportation capacity, without opening the transport container or exercising discretion over the spec-imen, shall be indicated by name on the form. (2) An entity that takes custody for any purpose other than transport, including temporary storage, repackaging, or inspection, shall complete a full custody entry as the receiving party. (f) Disarticulation and derived specimens. (1) Wh
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	(l) Responsibility. Each person completing an entry under this section is responsible for the accuracy and completeness of the person's own entries for the person's own period of custody and may rely in good faith on the form as received. This subsection does not limit the commission's authority under §691.034(b), Health and Safety Code, with respect to any person's own conduct, and does not relieve any person of the duties imposed by §691.031(d)-(f), Health and Safety Code, applicable to that person as a s
	(l) Responsibility. Each person completing an entry under this section is responsible for the accuracy and completeness of the person's own entries for the person's own period of custody and may rely in good faith on the form as received. This subsection does not limit the commission's authority under §691.034(b), Health and Safety Code, with respect to any person's own conduct, and does not relieve any person of the duties imposed by §691.031(d)-(f), Health and Safety Code, applicable to that person as a s
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	cal specimens, and provide clear conditions for importation into and exportation out of this state. General Comments. The agency received three comments regarding the adopted amendment, which centered on focused primarily on interstate movement, NADO transfers, the scope of Commission approval authority, and return shipments to an out-of-state provider. Agency Response. The agency appreciates the public comments. The agency be-lieves changes to clarify the import-notification timing, recognize the statutory
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	thorized by Health and Safety Code, Chapter 692A, shall be shipped out of the State of Texas, unless permission in writing for such ship-ment has been granted by the commission. (1) The commission may grant approval of exportation of a body or anatomical specimen if it determines that: (A) the recipient out-of-state institution is a willed body program, non-transplant anatomical donation organization or anatom-ical facility of the same type as those authorized recipients listed in §206.2 of this title (rela


	31 of each year for the prior annual period. Tissue banks and search organizations receiving donations as authorized by Health and Safety Code Chapter 692A will file a cadaver procurement and transfer form as prescribed by the commission. The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-thority. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026. TRD-202603555 Maria Haynes Interim Executive Director Texas Funeral 
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	not apply. The rule also makes clear that this does not eliminate chain of custody, recipient authorization, transportation, registra-tion, inspection, reporting, or disposition requirements that oth-erwise apply. Statutory Authority. The amendment is adopted under Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, including §691.022, which addresses the Commission's distribution duties and authorizes the Commis-sion to adopt rules and establish procedures necessary to administer and enforce the chapter; §691.029, 
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	not apply. The rule also makes clear that this does not eliminate chain of custody, recipient authorization, transportation, registra-tion, inspection, reporting, or disposition requirements that oth-erwise apply. Statutory Authority. The amendment is adopted under Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, including §691.022, which addresses the Commission's distribution duties and authorizes the Commis-sion to adopt rules and establish procedures necessary to administer and enforce the chapter; §691.029, 

	authorized by §691.034, Health and Safety Code, and disposition un-der §206.14 of this title (relating to Disposition of the Body and Dis-position of Remains). The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-thority. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026. TRD-202603556 Maria Haynes Interim Executive Director Texas Funeral Service Commission Effective date: September 6, 2026 Proposal publication date:
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	The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC) adopts new §206.7, relating to Educational Use of Anatomical Material; Prohibition of Public Display. Section 206.7 is adopted with changes to the proposed text as published in the July 10, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 4484) and will be republished. Reasoned Justification. The adopted new rule under 22 TAC Chapter 206 implements Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, Donation of Bodies and Anatomical Specimens, and related provisi
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	bate a registration or other authorization in the manner provided by Chapter 651, Occupations Code; §691.028, which governs donation of a body by written instrument and the informed con-sent of the donor; §691.033, which authorizes the use, dissec-tion, operation on, examination, and experimentation on a body or anatomical specimen to further medical or forensic science; and §691.034, including §691.034(c) and (d), which authorize the Commission to suspend or revoke a registration or other au-thorization an
	bate a registration or other authorization in the manner provided by Chapter 651, Occupations Code; §691.028, which governs donation of a body by written instrument and the informed con-sent of the donor; §691.033, which authorizes the use, dissec-tion, operation on, examination, and experimentation on a body or anatomical specimen to further medical or forensic science; and §691.034, including §691.034(c) and (d), which authorize the Commission to suspend or revoke a registration or other au-thorization an
	minor's participation, and any consent required by the educational in-stitution or by the minor's parent or guardian has been obtained. This subsection does not authorize general public attendance by minors out-side an enrolled educational program. (d) Prohibition of public display. (1) No person may engage in the public display of a body or anatomical specimen except as part of a bona fide educational activity meeting all conditions of subsection (b) of this section. (2) No person may sell admission, ticke
	The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC) adopts amendments §206.8, relating to Forms for Recording of Willed and Donated Bodies. Section 206.8 is adopted with changes to the adopted text as published in the July 10, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 4487) and will be repub-lished. Reasoned Justification. The adopted amendment under 22 TAC Chapter 206 imple-ments Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, Donation of Bodies and Anatomical Specimens, and related provisions of Chapt
	The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC) adopts amendments §206.8, relating to Forms for Recording of Willed and Donated Bodies. Section 206.8 is adopted with changes to the adopted text as published in the July 10, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 4487) and will be repub-lished. Reasoned Justification. The adopted amendment under 22 TAC Chapter 206 imple-ments Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, Donation of Bodies and Anatomical Specimens, and related provisions of Chapt
	The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC) adopts amendments §206.8, relating to Forms for Recording of Willed and Donated Bodies. Section 206.8 is adopted with changes to the adopted text as published in the July 10, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 4487) and will be repub-lished. Reasoned Justification. The adopted amendment under 22 TAC Chapter 206 imple-ments Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, Donation of Bodies and Anatomical Specimens, and related provisions of Chapt
	rule is also adopted under Chapter 692A, Health and Safety Code (Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act), and Chapter 651, Occupations Code, including §651.005. The statutory provisions affected by the adopted rule are those set forth in Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, and Chapter 692A; and Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 651. The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which the proposed rule is proposed to be adopted is Senate Bill 2040, 88th Legislature, Regular Session (2023). §20
	rule is also adopted under Chapter 692A, Health and Safety Code (Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act), and Chapter 651, Occupations Code, including §651.005. The statutory provisions affected by the adopted rule are those set forth in Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, and Chapter 692A; and Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 651. The legislation that enacted the statutory authority under which the proposed rule is proposed to be adopted is Senate Bill 2040, 88th Legislature, Regular Session (2023). §20




	STATUTORY AUTHORITY. The repeal is adopted under Texas Health and Safety Code §651.152, which requires the Commission to adopt rules, estab-lish procedures, and prescribe forms necessary to administer and enforce Chapter 651; Texas Occupations Code §651.005, which requires the Commission to regulate willed body pro-grams, non-transplant anatomical donation organizations, and anatomical facilities as provided by Chapter 691, Health and Safety Code; and Texas Health and Safety Code §691.034(g), which requires
	STATUTORY AUTHORITY. The repeal is adopted under Texas Health and Safety Code §651.152, which requires the Commission to adopt rules, estab-lish procedures, and prescribe forms necessary to administer and enforce Chapter 651; Texas Occupations Code §651.005, which requires the Commission to regulate willed body pro-grams, non-transplant anatomical donation organizations, and anatomical facilities as provided by Chapter 691, Health and Safety Code; and Texas Health and Safety Code §691.034(g), which requires
	The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-thority. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 17, 2026. TRD-202603548 Maria Haynes Interim Executive Director Texas Funeral Service Commission Effective date: September 6, 2026 Proposal publication date: July 10, 2026 For further information, please call: (512) 936-2488 ♦ ♦ ♦ 22 TAC §206.12 The Texas Funeral Service Commission (Commission or TFSC) adopts new §2
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	rization; measure the initial application decision period from re-ceipt of an administratively complete application; create an ap-plication pathway tailored to governmental entities and institu-tions of higher education; clarify notice and hearing protections for renewal refusal; and add transition language so existing reg-istrants are not forced through a new initial application and in-spection solely because the rule is adopted. Statutory Authority. The new rule is adopted under Texas Health and Safety Co
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	(2) the legal name of the applicant; a description and dia-gram of the applicant's ownership structure; contact information; type of legal entity; and a signed notarized statement that the applicant is not owned by a TFSC commissioner or any establishment or individ-ual licensed by the commission under Occupations Code chapter 651. (3) if different from subsection (c)(2), the name of the ap-plicant facility, which should be the name the facility does business as or an assumed name that would appear on the a
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	(6) for an applicant that is a governmental entity or an insti-tution of higher education, paragraphs (1) and (2) of this subsection are satisfied by providing; the legal name of the applicant and of its gov-erning system or board; the name, address, and phone number of the individual authorized to represent the applicant before the commission; the name and contact information of the responsible program director; and the signed, notarized statement described by paragraph (2) of this subsection, executed by 
	(6) for an applicant that is a governmental entity or an insti-tution of higher education, paragraphs (1) and (2) of this subsection are satisfied by providing; the legal name of the applicant and of its gov-erning system or board; the name, address, and phone number of the individual authorized to represent the applicant before the commission; the name and contact information of the responsible program director; and the signed, notarized statement described by paragraph (2) of this subsection, executed by 
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	(6) for an applicant that is a governmental entity or an insti-tution of higher education, paragraphs (1) and (2) of this subsection are satisfied by providing; the legal name of the applicant and of its gov-erning system or board; the name, address, and phone number of the individual authorized to represent the applicant before the commission; the name and contact information of the responsible program director; and the signed, notarized statement described by paragraph (2) of this subsection, executed by 


	(q) If a change of ownership of an authorized entity is antici-pated, in order to ensure continuity of operations or services, the com-mission shall be informed in writing and the applicant shall submit an amended application for authorization or registration and a pay a nonre-fundable fee at least 30 days prior to the change of ownership of each authorized entity. The commission will make best efforts to approve or reject the ownership change within 30 days of receipt of a complete amended application or t
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	The adopted repeal is to eliminate the outdated rule and replace it simultaneously with a new more germane rule. SUMMARY OF COMMENTS. The Commission received no comments regarding the proposed repeal. STATUTORY AUTHORITY. The repeal is adopted under Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, including §691.Go1, which defines the terms used in the chapter, and §691.022(c), which requires the Commission to adopt rules, establish procedures, and prescribe forms neces-sary to administer and enforce the chapter.
	The adopted repeal is to eliminate the outdated rule and replace it simultaneously with a new more germane rule. SUMMARY OF COMMENTS. The Commission received no comments regarding the proposed repeal. STATUTORY AUTHORITY. The repeal is adopted under Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, including §691.Go1, which defines the terms used in the chapter, and §691.022(c), which requires the Commission to adopt rules, establish procedures, and prescribe forms neces-sary to administer and enforce the chapter.
	The adopted repeal is to eliminate the outdated rule and replace it simultaneously with a new more germane rule. SUMMARY OF COMMENTS. The Commission received no comments regarding the proposed repeal. STATUTORY AUTHORITY. The repeal is adopted under Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 691, including §691.Go1, which defines the terms used in the chapter, and §691.022(c), which requires the Commission to adopt rules, establish procedures, and prescribe forms neces-sary to administer and enforce the chapter.


	essary to conform the section to Chapter 691 as amended by Senate Bill 2040; implement the Commission's general duties under §691.022, including the treatment-with-respect standard under §691.022(b); and ensure that final disposition occurs in compliance with Occupations Code, Chapter 651, and Health and Safety Code, Chapter 716, and with documented donor in-structions. General Comments. The agency received two comments regarding the proposed new rule, which addressed return of remains to the providing orga
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	essary to conform the section to Chapter 691 as amended by Senate Bill 2040; implement the Commission's general duties under §691.022, including the treatment-with-respect standard under §691.022(b); and ensure that final disposition occurs in compliance with Occupations Code, Chapter 651, and Health and Safety Code, Chapter 716, and with documented donor in-structions. General Comments. The agency received two comments regarding the proposed new rule, which addressed return of remains to the providing orga



	title, 30 TAC §106.494, and any other applicable federal, state or local law. (b) If the donor or donor's agent left instructions regarding the disposition of the donor's body after the authorized entity's use for the donor is completed, the authorized entity must comply with the donor's or donor agent's instructions to the extent they are consistent with ap-plicable law and regulations, including the return of cremated remains to the individual designated by the donor or donor's agent. To the max-imum exte
	title, 30 TAC §106.494, and any other applicable federal, state or local law. (b) If the donor or donor's agent left instructions regarding the disposition of the donor's body after the authorized entity's use for the donor is completed, the authorized entity must comply with the donor's or donor agent's instructions to the extent they are consistent with ap-plicable law and regulations, including the return of cremated remains to the individual designated by the donor or donor's agent. To the max-imum exte
	Safety Code; and Texas Health and Safety Code §691.034(g), which requires the Commission to adopt rules and procedures necessary to administer the regulation and registration of per-sons and institutions using bodies and anatomical specimens. CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE The adopted repeal to implements Texas Health and Safety Code §691.034. The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-thority. Filed with the Office of the Secr
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	CHAPTER 535. GENERAL PROVISIONS SUBCHAPTER D. THE COMMISSION 22 TAC §535.46 The Texas Real Estate Commission (TREC) adopts 22 TAC §535.46, Broker Responsibility Advisory Committee, in Chapter 535, General Provisions, without changes, as published in the May 22, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 3501) and will not be republished. Section 2110.002 of the Texas Government Code requires that the composition of an advisory committee that advises a state agency regarding an industry or occupation regul
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	(b) Standards for course approval. To be approved as a quali-fying course by the Commission, a provider must satisfy the Commis-sion that the course: (1) covers all topics and units for the course subject re-quired by the Act, Chapter 1102 and this chapter; (2) covers all units within the prescribed topic; (3) contains sufficient content to satisfy the number of hours for which credit is being requested as evidenced by: (A) word count studies; (B) samples of student time studies; or (C) other methods accept
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	(E) for all qualifying real estate math courses, consists of at least 20 questions that are drawn from a question bank consisting of at least 40 questions. (c) If the course is currently certified by a distance learning certification center acceptable to the Commission, the provider will be deemed to have met requirements for verification of clock/course hours for distance education delivery. (d) Approval of currently approved courses by a secondary provider. (1) If a secondary provider wants to offer a cou
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	(B) pay the fee required by §535.101 or §535.210 of this title. (5) A provider may not offer a course for qualifying credit after the deadlines established by this subsection following a required revision or supplement if the provider has not received written approval from the Commission to offer the revised or supplemented course. (6) If a provider paid a fee for the initial course approval, the provider will receive a prorated credit on the fee paid under this sub-section for a revised course for the unex
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	(g) Approval and Expiration of approval. (1) A Qualifying provider shall not offer qualifying educa-tion courses until the provider has received written notice of the ap-proval from the Commission. (2) A Qualifying course expires four years from the date of approval and providers must reapply and meet all current requirements of this section to offer the course for another four years. (3) Courses approved for use by a secondary provider un-der subsection (d) of this section or approved for additional delive

	(G) ensuring all advertising complies with subsection (c) of this section; (H) ensuring that instructors or other persons do not re-cruit or solicit prospective sales agents, brokers, easement or right-of-way agents, or inspectors during course presentation; and (I) ensuring staff is reasonably available for public in-quiry and assistance. (2) A provider may not promote the sale of goods or ser-vices during the presentation of a course. (3) A provider may remove a student and not award credit if a student d
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	(D) promoting the provider directly or indirectly as a job placement agency, unless the provider is participating in a program recognized by federal, state, or local government and is providing job placement services to the extent the services are required by the pro-gram; (E) making any statement which is misleading, likely to deceive the public, or which in any manner tends to create a misleading impression; (F) advertising a course under a course name other than the course name approved by the Commission
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	(B) at the student's option, credit the student for another course. (3) The provider shall inform the Commission when a stu-dent requests a refund because of a withdrawal due to the student's dis-satisfaction with the quality of the course. (4) If a provider fails to give the notice required by sub-section (d)(1)(H) of this section, and an individual's application for a license is denied by the Commission because the individual has been convicted of a criminal offense, the provider shall reimburse the indi-
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	(I) attendance in corresponding class sessions in a subsequent offering of the same course; or (II) the supervised presentation by audio or video recording of the class sessions actually missed. (iii) A student shall complete all class makeup ses-sions no later than the 90th day after the date of the completion of the original course. (iv) A student who attends less than two-thirds of the originally scheduled qualifying course is not eligible to complete a makeup session. The student shall automatically be 
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	(1) If a student fails a final course examination, a provider may permit the student to take a subsequent final examination only after the student has completed any additional course work prescribed by the provider. (2) A student shall complete the subsequent final exami-nation no later than the 90th day after the date the original class con-cludes. The subsequent final examination must be a different version of the original final examination given to the student and must comply with §535.62(b)(8) of this s
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	the Commission, in the same order as listed on that form. A provider may add additional questions to the end of the Commission evaluation questions or request the students to also complete the provider's evaluation form. (4) A provider shall maintain any comments made by the provider's management relevant to instructor or course evaluations with the provider's records. (5) At the Commission's request, a provider shall produce instructor and course evaluation forms for inspection by Commission staff. (l) Mai
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	quires the Commission to adopt rules and procedures necessary to administer the regulation and registration of persons and in-stitutions using bodies and anatomical specimens. The repeal is further adopted to implement Senate Bill 2040, 88th Legislature, Regular Session (2023) (Act of Mary 28, 2023, 88th Leg., R.S. ch. 961), effective September 1, 2023, which transferred the regulation of willed body programs, non-transplant anatomical donation organizations, and anatomical facilities to the Commis-sion and
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	regulation of willed body programs, non-transplant anatomical donation organizations, and anatomical facilities to the Commis-sion and ended the separate regulatory role of the Anatomical Board of the State of Texas. CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE. The adopted repeal to implement Texas Health and Safety Code Chapter 691 and Texas Occupations Code Chapter 651. The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-thority. Filed with the Of
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	list arrests and charges for felonies and certain misdemeanors or commission of "an act that would constitute a felony or mis-demeanor which could serve as a basis for license revocation, irrespective of whether the officer has yet been prosecuted." Commission Response: The Legislature's charge in Texas Oc-cupations Code §1701.5011 to the Commission was to "adopt rules specifying the circumstances under which the commission may issue an emergency order, without a hearing, suspending a person's license for a
	list arrests and charges for felonies and certain misdemeanors or commission of "an act that would constitute a felony or mis-demeanor which could serve as a basis for license revocation, irrespective of whether the officer has yet been prosecuted." Commission Response: The Legislature's charge in Texas Oc-cupations Code §1701.5011 to the Commission was to "adopt rules specifying the circumstances under which the commission may issue an emergency order, without a hearing, suspending a person's license for a
	list arrests and charges for felonies and certain misdemeanors or commission of "an act that would constitute a felony or mis-demeanor which could serve as a basis for license revocation, irrespective of whether the officer has yet been prosecuted." Commission Response: The Legislature's charge in Texas Oc-cupations Code §1701.5011 to the Commission was to "adopt rules specifying the circumstances under which the commission may issue an emergency order, without a hearing, suspending a person's license for a



	of Agency Chief Administrators), then the commission shall determine whether an imminent threat exists. (b) The commission, through the executive director, may sus-pend the license of a person who constitutes an imminent threat to the public health, safety, or welfare if the person were to remain licensed. (c) Indications of imminent threat include evidence that they are currently a danger to themselves or others, such as: (1) law enforcement intervention documenting an immi-nent threat; (2) voluntary admis
	of Agency Chief Administrators), then the commission shall determine whether an imminent threat exists. (b) The commission, through the executive director, may sus-pend the license of a person who constitutes an imminent threat to the public health, safety, or welfare if the person were to remain licensed. (c) Indications of imminent threat include evidence that they are currently a danger to themselves or others, such as: (1) law enforcement intervention documenting an immi-nent threat; (2) voluntary admis
	of Agency Chief Administrators), then the commission shall determine whether an imminent threat exists. (b) The commission, through the executive director, may sus-pend the license of a person who constitutes an imminent threat to the public health, safety, or welfare if the person were to remain licensed. (c) Indications of imminent threat include evidence that they are currently a danger to themselves or others, such as: (1) law enforcement intervention documenting an immi-nent threat; (2) voluntary admis
	TRD-202603492 Ricky Armstrong Executive Director Texas Commission on Jail Standards Effective date: September 3, 2026 Proposal publication date: June 12, 2026 For further information, please call: (512) 850-9668 ♦ ♦ ♦ CHAPTER 253. DEFINITIONS 37 TAC §253.1 The Texas Commission on Jail Standards (TCJS) adopts amendments to §253.1 under Chapter 253 Part 9 of Title 37 of the Texas Administrative Code without changes to the text as proposed in the June 12, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 3863). The
	TRD-202603492 Ricky Armstrong Executive Director Texas Commission on Jail Standards Effective date: September 3, 2026 Proposal publication date: June 12, 2026 For further information, please call: (512) 850-9668 ♦ ♦ ♦ CHAPTER 253. DEFINITIONS 37 TAC §253.1 The Texas Commission on Jail Standards (TCJS) adopts amendments to §253.1 under Chapter 253 Part 9 of Title 37 of the Texas Administrative Code without changes to the text as proposed in the June 12, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 3863). The



	The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-thority. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 14, 2026. TRD-202603500 Ricky Armstrong Executive Director Texas Commission on Jail Standards Effective date: September 3, 2026 Proposal publication date: June 12, 2026 For further information, please call: (512) 850-9668 ♦ ♦ ♦ CHAPTER 265. ADMISSION 37 TAC §265.4 The Texas Commission on Jail Standards (TCJS) adopts
	The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-thority. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 14, 2026. TRD-202603500 Ricky Armstrong Executive Director Texas Commission on Jail Standards Effective date: September 3, 2026 Proposal publication date: June 12, 2026 For further information, please call: (512) 850-9668 ♦ ♦ ♦ CHAPTER 265. ADMISSION 37 TAC §265.4 The Texas Commission on Jail Standards (TCJS) adopts
	The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-thority. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 14, 2026. TRD-202603495 Ricky Armstrong Executive Director Texas Commission on Jail Standards Effective date: September 3, 2026 Proposal publication date: June 12, 2026 For further information, please call: (512) 850-9668 ♦ ♦ ♦ 37 TAC §265.7 The Texas Commission on Jail Standards (TCJS) adopts amendments to §265.7 T
	The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-thority. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 14, 2026. TRD-202603495 Ricky Armstrong Executive Director Texas Commission on Jail Standards Effective date: September 3, 2026 Proposal publication date: June 12, 2026 For further information, please call: (512) 850-9668 ♦ ♦ ♦ 37 TAC §265.7 The Texas Commission on Jail Standards (TCJS) adopts amendments to §265.7 T

	No comments were received during the public comment period. Statutory authority to adopt this rule comes from Texas Govern-ment Code 511.009. No further article, statute, or code is affected by this adoption. The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-thority. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 14, 2026. TRD-202603497 Ricky Armstrong Executive Director Texas Commission on Jail Standards Effective date
	No comments were received during the public comment period. Statutory authority to adopt this rule comes from Texas Govern-ment Code 511.009. No further article, statute, or code is affected by this adoption. The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-thority. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 14, 2026. TRD-202603497 Ricky Armstrong Executive Director Texas Commission on Jail Standards Effective date
	No comments were received during the public comment period. Statutory authority to adopt this rule comes from Texas Govern-ment Code 511.009. No further article, statute, or code is affected by this adoption. The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-thority. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 14, 2026. TRD-202603497 Ricky Armstrong Executive Director Texas Commission on Jail Standards Effective date




	(TAC) Subchapter B, Licensing; §221.17, License Processing for Military Service Members, Spouses, and Veterans. These adopted amendments are necessary for the department to be able to identify and expedite the processing of these applica-tions as required by Occupations Code, §55.0041, without sig-nificant licensing system programming changes. The depart-ment adopts §221.17 without changes to the proposed text as published in the April 24, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 2684). The rule will no
	(TAC) Subchapter B, Licensing; §221.17, License Processing for Military Service Members, Spouses, and Veterans. These adopted amendments are necessary for the department to be able to identify and expedite the processing of these applica-tions as required by Occupations Code, §55.0041, without sig-nificant licensing system programming changes. The depart-ment adopts §221.17 without changes to the proposed text as published in the April 24, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 2684). The rule will no
	(TAC) Subchapter B, Licensing; §221.17, License Processing for Military Service Members, Spouses, and Veterans. These adopted amendments are necessary for the department to be able to identify and expedite the processing of these applica-tions as required by Occupations Code, §55.0041, without sig-nificant licensing system programming changes. The depart-ment adopts §221.17 without changes to the proposed text as published in the April 24, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 2684). The rule will no
	(TAC) Subchapter B, Licensing; §221.17, License Processing for Military Service Members, Spouses, and Veterans. These adopted amendments are necessary for the department to be able to identify and expedite the processing of these applica-tions as required by Occupations Code, §55.0041, without sig-nificant licensing system programming changes. The depart-ment adopts §221.17 without changes to the proposed text as published in the April 24, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 2684). The rule will no


	standing in Texas in the last five years. These adopted amend-ments streamline and standardize the salvage dealer licensing process for military members, military spouses, and military veterans consistent with the requirements of Occupations Code, Chapter 55, without requiring substantial licensing system changes that would delay implementation. The remaining text of current §221.17(b)(3) is redesignated as §221.17(c), and current §221.17(c) is redesignated as §221.17(d). SUMMARY OF COMMENTS. No comments on
	standing in Texas in the last five years. These adopted amend-ments streamline and standardize the salvage dealer licensing process for military members, military spouses, and military veterans consistent with the requirements of Occupations Code, Chapter 55, without requiring substantial licensing system changes that would delay implementation. The remaining text of current §221.17(b)(3) is redesignated as §221.17(c), and current §221.17(c) is redesignated as §221.17(d). SUMMARY OF COMMENTS. No comments on
	Transportation Code, §501.0041 authorizes the department to adopt rules to administer Transportation Code, Chapter 501. Transportation Code, §502.0021 authorizes the department to adopt rules to administer Transportation Code, Chapter 502. Transportation Code, §503.002 authorizes the department to adopt rules to administer Transportation Code, Chapter 503. Government Code, §2001.004 requires state agencies to adopt rules of practice stating the nature and requirements of all available formal and informal pr









