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As required by Government Code, §2002.011(4), the Texas Register publishes
executive orders issued by the Governor of Texas. Appointments and proclamations
are also published. Appointments are published in chronological order. Additional

C]OVERNOR

information on documents submitted for publication by the Governor’s Office can be obtained by calling (512) 463-1828.

Proclamation 41-4294
TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

WHEREAS, I, GREG ABBOTT, Governor of the State of Texas, is-
sued a disaster proclamation related to fire weather conditions that
began on August 10, 2025, as amended and renewed in subsequent
proclamations, certifying that increased fire weather conditions pose
an imminent threat of widespread or severe damage, injury, or loss of
life or property in several counties; and

WHEREAS, the Texas Division of Emergency Management has con-
firmed that those same increased fire weather conditions persist in cer-
tain counties in Texas;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with the authority vested in me
by Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code, I do hereby amend
and renew the aforementioned proclamation and declare a disaster in
Armstrong, Bailey, Briscoe, Carson, Castro, Cochran, Collingsworth,
Crosby, Dallam, Deaf Smith, Dickens, Donley, Floyd, Garza, Gray,
Hale, Hall, Hansford, Hartley, Hemphill, Hockley, Hutchinson, Kent,
Lamb, Lipscomb, Lubbock, Lynn, Moore, Motley, Ochiltree, Oldham,
Parmer, Pecos, Potter, Randall, Roberts, Sherman, Swisher, Terry,
Wheeler, and Yoakum Counties.

Pursuant to Section 418.017 of the Texas Government Code, I authorize
the use of all available resources of state government and of political
subdivisions that are reasonably necessary to cope with this disaster.

Pursuant to Section 418.016 of the Texas Government Code, any reg-
ulatory statute prescribing the procedures for conduct of state business
or any order or rule of a state agency that would in any way prevent,
hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with this disaster shall be
suspended upon written approval of the Office of the Governor. How-
ever, to the extent that the enforcement of any state statute or admin-
istrative rule regarding contracting or procurement would impede any
state agency's emergency response that is necessary to protect life or
property threatened by this declared disaster, I hereby authorize the
suspension of such statutes and rules for the duration of this declared
disaster.

In accordance with the statutory requirements, copies of this proclama-
tion shall be filed with the applicable authorities.

IN TESTIMONEY WHEREOF, I have hereunto signed my name and
have officially caused the Seal of State to be affixed at my office in the
City of Austin, Texas, this the 4th day of July, 2026.

Greg Abbott, Governor
TRD-202602771

¢ ¢ ¢
Proclamation 41-4295
TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

WHEREAS, 1, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster
proclamation on June 5, 2026, certifying under Section 418.014 of the
Texas Government Code that the spread of New World screwworm
northward from Mexico toward the southern border of the United
States of America threatens the livestock industry and economy of
Texas and poses an imminent threat of widespread and severe property
damage for all Texas counties; and

WHEREAS, the certified conditions continue to exist and pose an on-
going and imminent threat of disaster as set forth in the prior procla-
mation;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with the authority vested in me
by Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code, I do hereby renew
the aforementioned proclamation and declare a state of disaster for all
Texas counties. All orders, directions, suspensions, and authorizations
provided in the Proclamation of June 5, 2026, are in full force and
effect.

In accordance with the statutory requirements, copies of this proclama-
tion shall be filed with the applicable authorities.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto signed my name and
have officially caused the Seal of State to be affixed at my office in the
City of Austin, Texas, this the 4th day of July, 2026.

Greg Abbott, Governor
TRD-202602772

¢ ¢ ¢
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PROPOSED

ULE

Proposed rules include new rules, amendments to existing rules, and repeals of existing rules.
A state agency shall give at least 30 days' notice of its intention to adopt a rule before it
adopts the rule. A state agency shall give all interested persons a reasonable opportunity to

submit data, views, or arguments, orally or in writing (Government Code, Chapter 2001).

Symbols in proposed rule text. Proposed new language is indicated by underlined text. [Square-brackets-and-strikethrough]
indicate existing rule text that is proposed for deletion. “(No change)” indicates that existing rule text at this level will not be

amended.

TITLE 1. ADMINISTRATION

PART 4. OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
OF STATE

CHAPTER 108. DESIGNATION PROGRAM
FOR DISASTER RELIEF NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATIONS AND FINANCIAL
INSTITUTIONS

1 TAC §§108.1 - 108.6

The Office of the Secretary of State (Office) proposes new Chap-
ter 108, 1 TAC §§108.1 - 108.6, concerning the designation pro-
gram for disaster relief nonprofit organizations and financial in-
stitutions. The Office proposes these rules to implement the new
designation requirements for political subdivisions in the Disas-
ter Scam Response Act, House Bill 20 (HB 20), enacted by the
89th Legislature, 2nd Called Session, codified at Chapter 418 of
the Texas Government Code.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND JUSTIFICATION

HB 20, adopted by the 89th Legislature, 2nd Called Session, re-
quires the Office to establish and administer a designation pro-
gram for political subdivisions in Texas to designate a nonprofit
organization or financial institution to solicit and accept donations
for disaster relief efforts during a declared disaster threatening
the political subdivision. HB 20 provides that the designation
program is intended to assist Texas residents in identifying a rep-
utable nonprofit organization or financial institution to which the
residents may donate to support disaster relief efforts during a
declared disaster.

As enacted by HB 20, Texas Government Code §418.403(a) re-
quires each political subdivision in Texas to select and submit
to the Office a nonprofit organization or financial institution the
political subdivision proposes to designate to solicit and accept
disaster relief donations during a declared disaster threatening
the political subdivision. Texas Government Code §418.403(b)
directs the Office to develop guidelines for approving a political
subdivision's proposed designation of a nonprofit organization or
financial institution.

The purpose of these new rules under Chapter 108 (Designa-
tion Program for Disaster Relief Nonprofit Organizations and Fi-
nancial Institutions) is to provide information regarding the pro-
cedures for a political subdivision to follow in submitting to the
Office a proposed designation of a nonprofit organization or fi-
nancial institution and to establish guidelines for the Office's ap-
proval of these designations.

SECTION-BY-SECTION SUMMARY

Proposed §108.1 defines certain terms used within Chapter 108.

Proposed §108.2 specifies the procedures for a political subdivi-
sion to submit to the Office a proposed designation of a nonprofit
organization or financial institution.

Proposed §108.3 establishes timelines for a political subdivi-
sion's proposed designation or redesignation of a nonprofit or-
ganization or financial institution.

Proposed §108.4 sets forth the procedures for a political subdi-
vision to follow in making an update to an existing designation of
a nonprofit organization or financial institution.

Proposed §108.5 establishes the Office's guidelines for approv-
ing a proposed designation of a nonprofit organization or finan-
cial institution.

Proposed §108.6 provides that a political subdivision is respon-
sible for certifying that a named entity meets the definition of a
nonprofit organization or financial institution and qualifies under
the Office's designation approval guidelines.

FISCAL NOTE

Michael J. Powell, Director of the Office's Business & Govern-
ment Filings Division, has determined that for each year of the
first five years that the proposed new sections will be in effect,
there will be no fiscal implications for state or local governments
as a result of enforcing or administering the proposed rules. In
addition, the Office does not anticipate that enforcing or admin-
istering the proposed rules will result in any reductions in costs
or in any additional costs to the Office, the state, or local govern-
ments. The Office also does not anticipate that there will be any
loss or increase in revenue to the Office, the state, or local gov-
ernments as a result of enforcing or administering the proposed
rules.

PUBLIC BENEFIT

Mr. Powell has determined that for each year of the first five
years that the proposed new sections will be in effect, the public
benefit expected as a result of adopting the proposed new rules
will be clarity for individuals who wish to donate to reputable non-
profit organizations or financial institutions in response to a de-
clared disaster. The rules will provide additional information to
assist individuals in avoiding fraudulent charitable donations dur-
ing difficult times. The rules also will provide guidance to, and
bring about enhanced transparency for, political subdivisions in
designating nonprofit organizations and financial institutions to
solicit and accept donations for disaster relief efforts.

ECONOMIC COSTS TO PERSONS AND IMPACT ON LOCAL
EMPLOYMENT

There are no anticipated economic costs to persons required to
comply with the proposed new rules. There is no effect on lo-
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cal economy for the first five years that the proposed new rules
will be in effect; therefore, no local employment impact state-
ment is required under Texas Government Code §§2001.022
and 2001.024(a)(6).

FISCAL IMPACT ON SMALL BUSINESSES, MICRO-BUSI-
NESSES, AND RURAL COMMUNITIES

The proposed new rules will have no direct adverse economic
impact on small businesses, micro-businesses, or rural commu-
nities. Accordingly, the preparation of an economic impact state-
ment and a regulatory flexibility analysis, as specified in Texas
Government Code §2006.002, is not required.

GOVERNMENT GROWTH IMPACT STATEMENT

Pursuant to Texas Government Code §2001.0221, the Office
provides the following government growth impact statement for
the proposed rules. For each year of the first five years that the
proposed new rules will be in effect, the Office has determined
the following:

(1) the proposed rules will not create or eliminate a government
program;

(2) implementation of the proposed rules will not require the cre-
ation of new employee positions or the elimination of existing
employee positions;

(3) implementation of the proposed rules will not require an in-
crease or decrease in future legislative appropriations to the Of-
fice;

(4) the proposed rules will not require an increase or decrease
in fees paid to the Office;

(5) the proposed rules are new rules and therefore create new
regulations;

(6) the proposed rules will not expand, limit, or repeal an existing
regulation;

(7) the proposed rules will not increase or decrease the number
of individuals subject to the rules' applicability; and

(8) the proposed rules will not positively or adversely affect the
state's economy.

REQUEST FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS

Comments or questions on the proposed new rules may be sub-
mitted in writing and directed to Adam Bitter, General Counsel,
Office of the Secretary of State, P.O. Box 12887, Austin, Texas
78711-2887, or by e-mail to generalcounsel@sos.texas.gov.
Comments will be accepted for thirty (30) days from the date
of publication of the proposed rules in the Texas Register.
Comments should be organized in a manner consistent with the
organization of the proposed new rules.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The proposed new rules are authorized by Texas Government
Code §418.403 and Texas Government Code §2001.004(1).
Texas Government Code §418.403 authorizes the Office to
adopt rules necessary to establish and administer a designation
program for disaster relief nonprofit organizations and financial
institutions, and to establish guidelines for the Office's approval
of a political subdivision's proposed designation. Texas Govern-
ment Code §2001.004 requires a state agency to adopt rules
of practice stating the nature and requirements of formal and
informal procedures.

CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE

The proposed new rules implement Chapter 418 of the Texas
Government Code.

No other statute, code, or article is affected by the proposed
rules.

§108.1.

The following words and terms, when used in this chapter, have the
following meanings unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.

Definitions.

(1) Business day--A day other than a Saturday or Sunday, a
national holiday under Texas Government Code §662.003(a), or a state
holiday under Texas Government Code §662.003(b).

(2) Financial institution--Has the meaning assigned by
Texas Finance Code §201.101(1).

(3) Nonprofit organization--An organization that is exempt
from federal income taxes under Section 501(c) of the Internal Revenue
Code, Title 26, United States Code.

(4) Political subdivision--Has the meaning assigned by
Texas Government Code §418.004(6).

(5) Primary physical address--The physical address at
which the relevant entity is available for contact.

(6) Secretary--The Texas Secretary of State.
§108.2.  Form of Submission.

(a) A political subdivision must submit a proposed designation
of a nonprofit organization or financial institution in the form promul-
gated by the secretary, using a delivery method specified in the form.

(b) A completed designation form must include the name and
contact information of an authorized representative of the political sub-
division, and be signed by the county clerk or city secretary, as appli-
cable.

(c) A completed designation form must include the legal name,
primary physical address, mailing address, and telephone number of
the named nonprofit organization or financial institution.

(d) For the redesignation of a nonprofit organization or finan-
cial institution under §108.3(c) of this chapter (relating to Timing of
Submission), the completed form must also specify that the submis-
sion is a redesignation of an existing designation.

(e) There is no filing fee for the submission of a designation
form to the secretary.

$108.3.

(a) A political subdivision must submit a completed designa-
tion form to the secretary on or before the 10th business day after the
date on which the political subdivision's governing body decides to des-
ignate a nonprofit organization or financial institution.

Timing of Submission.

(b) The designation of a nonprofit organization or financial in-
stitution expires on the second anniversary of the date on which the
secretary approved the designation, unless the designation is redesig-
nated in accordance with subsection (c) of this section.

(c) A political subdivision seeking to redesignate a nonprofit
organization or financial institution must submit a completed designa-
tion form to the secretary within ninety (90) calendar days before the
expiration of the existing designation.

§108.4.  Update to Existing Designation.

(a) If, while a designation is in effect, it becomes known to the
political subdivision's governing body that information contained in its
designation form has changed, the political subdivision must submit an
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updated designation form to the secretary on or before the 10th business
day after the date on which the political subdivision's governing body

(b) By submitting a completed designation form to the secre-
tary, a political subdivision makes the certification required under sub-

becomes aware of the change.

(b) If, while a designation is in effect, it becomes known to
the political subdivision's governing body that a designated entity no
longer meets the definition of a nonprofit organization or financial in-
stitution in §108.1 of this chapter (relating to Definitions) or qualifies
under the guidelines set forth in §108.5 of this chapter (relating to Ap-
proval Guidelines), the political subdivision must submit a withdrawal
of the designation to the secretary on or before the 10th business day
after the date on which the political subdivision's governing body be-
comes aware of the change.

$108.5.  Approval Guidelines.

(a) The proposed designation of a nonprofit organization or fi-
nancial institution must be made by the political subdivision's govern-
ing body in an open meeting conducted in accordance with Chapter 551
of the Texas Government Code.

(b) A political subdivision may only designate a nonprofit or-
ganization that:
(1) is currently in existence and has operated continuously

for at least one (1) year prior to the date on which the political subdi-
vision selects the entity for designation;

(2) hasfiled a certificate of formation or application for reg-
istration with the secretary;

(3) has filed a Form 990 (Return of Organization Exempt
from Income Tax) with the Internal Revenue Service within the twelve
(12) months preceding the date on which the political subdivision se-
lects the entity for designation;

(4) has a history of receiving or remitting donations that
support and respond to community needs, including donations related
to a declared disaster; and

(5) has agreed to be the designated entity and actively re-
spond to the needs of the community during a declared disaster.

(c) A political subdivision may only designate a financial in-
stitution that:

(1) is currently in existence and has operated continuously
for at least one (1) year prior to the date on which the political subdi-
vision selects the entity for designation;

(2) hasfiled a certificate of formation or application for reg-
istration with the secretary; and

(3) has agreed to be the designated entity and actively re-
spond to the needs of the community during a declared disaster.

(d) A political subdivision may not designate a nonprofit or-
ganization or financial institution that has a board member or employee
who is also a member of the political subdivision's governing body.

(e) Upon receipt of a completed designation form, the secre-
tary may approve, reject, or request additional information regarding
the proposed designation of a nonprofit organization or financial insti-
tution.

§108.6.  Certification by Political Subdivision.

(a) Each political subdivision is responsible for certifying that
an entity named in a designation form meets the definition of a nonprofit
organization or financial institution in §108.1 of this chapter (relating
to Definitions) and qualifies under the guidelines set forth in §108.5 of
this chapter (relating to Approval Guidelines).

section (a) of this section.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602767

Adam Bitter

General Counsel

Office of the Secretary of State

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 475-2813

¢ ¢ ¢
TITLE 16. ECONOMIC REGULATION

PART 4. TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF
LICENSING AND REGULATION

CHAPTER 141. CHARITABLE BINGO
OPERATIONS

The Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation (Depart-
ment) proposes at 16 Texas Administrative Code (TAC), Chapter
141, amendments to existing rules in Subchapter A, §141.100;
Subchapter D, §§141.400, 141.443, 141.451, and 141.453;
Subchapter E, §141.514; and Subchapter G, §141.702; the re-
peal of existing rules in Subchapter A, §141.101 and §141.102;
and new rules in Subchapter A, §141.101 and §141.102; and
Subchapter E, §141.515, regarding the Charitable Bingo pro-
gram. These proposed changes are referred to as "proposed
rules."

EXPLANATION OF AND JUSTIFICATION FOR THE RULES

The rules under 16 TAC, Chapter 141, implement Occupations
Code, Chapter 51, Texas Department of Licensing and Regula-
tion, and Occupations Code, Chapter 2001, Bingo.

The proposed rules are necessary to implement Senate Bill (SB)
3070, 89th Legislature, Regular Session (2025), which trans-
ferred the licensing and regulation of charitable bingo to the De-
partment on September 1, 2025. The proposed revisions are
also consistent with the purpose and goals of SB 14, 89th Legis-
lature, Regular Session (2025) which include streamlining rules
by eliminating duplicate language found in statute, eliminating
rule text that is unenforceable or unnecessary, and using plain
language to improve readability. Proposed amendments and
new rules also update and clarify certain terms or processes to
increase transparency.

Advisory Board Recommendations

The proposed rules were presented to and discussed by the
Bingo Advisory Committee at its meeting on June 30, 2026. The
Advisory Committee did not make any changes to the proposed
rules. The Advisory Committee voted and recommended that
the proposed rules be published in the Texas Register for public
comment.

SECTION-BY-SECTION SUMMARY
Subchapter A. Administration

PROPOSED RULES
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§141.100

The proposed rules amend §141.100, Definitions, by creating
two new subsections. New subsection (a) reduces duplication
in rule text by stating that the definitions in Occupations Code,
Chapters 51 and 2001, apply to Chapter 141.

Proposed new §141.100(b) letters the numbered definitions and
deletes a duplicative reference in the introductory sentence to
Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 2001.

Proposed amendments delete §141.100(1) because a definition
for state law is unnecessary, as the term has a common meaning
and is used once in Chapter 141, and renumber the remaining
definitions.

Proposed amendments to renumbered §141.100(b)(1), calendar
week, delete unnecessary words to improve readability without
changing meaning.

Amendments to renumbered §141.100(b)(2), calendar vyear,
delete unnecessary words and simplify language to improve
readability without changing meaning.

Amendments to §141.100(4) delete the definition for Com-
mission because the term is defined in Occupations Code,
§51.001(1-a), and renumber the remaining definitions.

Proposed new §141.100(b)(4) defines a day as a calendar day
to eliminate the repetitive use of "calendar" to describe day
throughout Chapter 141.

Amendments to renumbered §141.100(b)(5) implement SB 3070
by substituting executive director for "Director" and "department,
or designee" for the description of the Charitable Bingo Opera-
tions Division as the Texas Department of Licensing and Regu-
lation is the responsible department.

Amendments to renumbered §141.100(b)(6) add a definition for
a grandfathered commercial lessor for ease of reference and de-
fine this term as a commercial lessor who has been licensed
continuously since June 10, 1989, consistent with Occupations
Code, §2001.152(b).

Amendments to renumbered §141.100(b)(7), operator, substi-
tute "individual" for "natural person”, clarify that the individual is
designated by a licensed authorized organization, and substitute
a standard phrase "under Occupations Code, Chapter 2001" for
"pursuant to the authority of the Bingo Enabling Act" for consis-
tency and ease of understanding without changing meaning.

Amendments to §141.100(8) delete the definition of 24-hour pe-
riod, because not all uses of the term in Chapter 141 are con-
sistent and the term may be easily understood or clarified in the
few instances in which it is used, and renumber the remaining
definitions.

Amendments to renumbered §141.100(b)(8) reference the defi-
nition for premises in Occupations Code, §2001.002(22), delete
duplicative language found in Occupations Code, §2001.002(22)
and Occupations Code, §2001.403, and letter §141.100(b)(8) to
organize premises definition elements into three subparagraphs.
Amendments to lettered §140.101(b)(8)(A) clarify that the
premises address must be a physical street address, as a post
office box address would not allow the Department to locate the
premises for inspection purposes. New §140.101(b)(8)(B) adds
that if a licensed authorized organization or unit leases space to
conduct bingo, the term "premises" is limited to the specific area
identified for that purpose in the commercial lessor's license
record for consistency with Occupations Code, §2001.002(22).

§141.101

The proposed rules repeal §141.101, Advisory Opinions, to allow
the Department to propose a new §141.101, which reorganizes,
streamlines, and clarifies rule text in current §141.101, and adds
new subsections to improve transparency.

Proposed new §141.101(a) provides a statutory citation to Occu-
pations Code, §2001.059(a), which designates who may submit
an advisory opinion request, and the email address to which the
request must be sent. This provision provides transparency in
who may request an opinion, and how a request must be sub-
mitted to the Department.

Proposed new §141.101(b) specifies the information the re-
questor must include in the advisory opinion request to inform
the requester.

Proposed new §141.101(c) describes the criteria used by the di-
rector in evaluating a submitted request to provide transparency.

Proposed new §141.101(d) requires the director to respond to
an advisory opinion request by email if the Department does not
have jurisdiction, or if the request can be answered by referring
to a statute, rule, or previous advisory opinion. These provisions
provide an efficient process for the Department to respond to
these types of requests in which an advisory opinion is not re-
quired.

Proposed new §141.101(e) describes the process for the direc-
tor to request more information when the requestor has not in-
cluded sufficient facts in the initial request, and the time in which
the requestor must respond. Proposed new §141.101(e) re-
quires the director to accept the request if the requestor provides
sufficient facts within the 10-day period. These provisions imple-
ment Occupations Code, §2001.059(b), and specify the time in
which the requestor must respond to a Department request for
more information to enable efficient processing of advisory opin-
ion requests.

Proposed new §141.101(f) requires the director to notify the re-
questor of the date the director accepts the advisory opinion re-
quest and the number assigned to the request. This provision
provides transparency and a tracking mechanism for each re-
quest.

Proposed new §141.101(g) requires the director to refer the ac-
cepted request to appropriate staff for review and written com-
ment, to post the accepted advisory opinion request on the De-
partment website which is currently txbingo.org; and to notify li-
cense holders by email that they can submit a written comment
within a specified 30-day comment period. These provisions
ensure that Department subject matter experts review and pro-
vide relevant information and provide transparency by notifying
license holders of their opportunity to review and comment.

Proposed new §141.101(h) requires the Commission to consider
the request and issue an advisory opinion consistent with Occu-
pations Code, §2001.059. This provision includes a statutory
reference for ease of reference and to streamline rule text.

Proposed new §141.101(i) requires the Department to publish
an advisory opinion approved by the Commission on the De-
partment website to provide public transparency consistent with
current practice.

§141.102

The proposed rules repeal §141.102, Bingo Advisory Com-
mittee, to allow the Department to propose a new streamlined
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§141.102 that eliminates the current non-standard ques-
tion-and-answer format and redundant text found in Occupations
Code, §§2001.057, 51.209, and 51.2094, and clarifies existing
text.

Proposed new §141.102(a) references Occupations Code,
§§2001.057, 51.209, and 51.2094. Occupations Code,
§2001.057 provides specific authority, and Occupations Code,
§51.209 and §51.2094 provide additional authority. This statu-
tory text does not need to be repeated in rule.

Proposed new §141.102(b) informs individuals how to apply for
an open position on the advisory committee by completing a form
on the Department's website and requires an applicant to pro-
vide complete and accurate information to allow the Department
to determine if the applicant meets the eligibility requirements
to be an advisory committee member. This provision provides
transparency in the application process and describes applica-
tion requirements.

Proposed new §141.102(c) states that an applicant is not quali-
fied to be an advisory committee member if convicted of one of
the crimes listed in proposed §141.702 which includes criminal
fraud, gambling, and gambling-related crimes, and crimes in the
criminal history guidelines. This provision ensures that advisory
committee members are held to the same standards as license
holders.

Proposed new §141.102(d) requires an advisory committee
member to hold a license in good standing, if a license is re-
quired for the advisory committee member position, and defines
good standing. Proposed new §141.102(d)(1) requires a license
holder to not be delinquent in the payment of prize fees to
the Department. Proposed new §141.102(d)(2) requires that
the license be active and not expired, suspended, or revoked.
These provisions help ensure that these advisory committee
members are actively engaged in charitable bingo while serving
on the advisory committee in the capacity of a licensed member.

Proposed new §141.102(e) requires a public member to be a
Texas resident and a person who is not required by statute to
be listed on a conductor, commercial lessor, manufacturer, or
distributor license application. These requirements help ensure
that a public member will represent Texas citizens' interests.

Proposed new §141.102(f) requires the Department to evaluate
a bingo advisory committee membership application to deter-
mine if the applicant is eligible for consideration by the Com-
mission, and to submit only eligible applicants to the Commis-
sion. These provisions ensure that the Commission can effi-
ciently consider and appoint members to the advisory commit-
tee and that the advisory committee does not have a role in
selecting its own members consistent with Occupations Code,
§2001.057(g)(2).

Proposed new §141.102(g) defines the length of a committee
member's term, specifies that the terms be staggered, requires
the Commission's presiding officer to appoint a replacement with
the Commission's approval if a vacancy occurs, and allows the
Commission to remove an advisory committee member for the
reasons in Occupations Code, §51.209(b). These requirements
balance membership continuity with the opportunity for the Com-
mission to add and replace members to ensure a full advisory
committee consistent with the provisions of Occupations Code,
§51.209(b) and §51.2094.

Proposed new §141.102(h), requires each bingo advisory meet-
ing to be open to the public consistent with the requirements

of Government Code, Chapter 551, requires the bingo advisory
committee's presiding officer to request the Department post a
meeting notice on the Department website at least 10 days prior
to the date of a meeting, and requires the posted meeting notice
to include the day, time, meeting location, and agenda items so
the public may attend and participate in the meeting.

Proposed new §141.102(i) allows the bingo advisory committee
to meet in person, or by a method consistent with Occupations
Code, §51.209(a-2) which provides options for telephone and
video conferencing. This provision provides flexibility for the ad-
visory committee meeting format consistent with the statutory
requirements for these public meetings.

Proposed new §141.102(j) requires the bingo advisory commit-
tee's presiding officer to designate another member to conduct
a meeting or general business in the presiding officer's absence
so advisory committee work may continue in the presiding offi-
cer's absence.

Proposed new §141.102(k) defines a quorum as five members
and requires a quorum to be present at a meeting for the ad-
visory committee to conduct official business. Proposed new
§141.102(k)(1) clarifies that an action requires a majority vote of
the members present and voting. Proposed new §141.102(k)(2)
clarifies that a member may not vote by proxy. The purpose of
these provisions is to ensure the advisory committee has the
benefit of input from commission-appointed advisory committee
members before acting.

Proposed new §141.102(I) requires the bingo advisory commit-
tee at each meeting to keep minutes which include all formal ac-
tions taken. Proposed new §141.102(1)(1) allows a transcript to
serve as the meeting minutes, and proposed new §141.102(1)(2)
requires the committee to approve meeting minutes at the next
meeting and file the approved minutes with the Department for
posting on the Department's website. These provisions provide
transparency regarding the advisory committee's activities con-
sistent with the requirements of Government Code, Chapter 551.

Proposed new §141.102(m) requires the bingo advisory com-
mittee to report to the Commission at least annually on six top-
ics: adjusted gross receipts, net receipts, charitable distribu-
tions, expenses, attendance, and any other matter requested by
the Commission. This provision enables the Commission to per-
form their responsibilities under Occupations Code, §51.2011.

Subchapter D. Licensing Requirements

The proposed rules amend §§141.400, 141.443, 141.451, and
141.453 to substitute "department” for "Commission" or "com-
mission", to implement SB 3070 which transferred responsibility
for charitable bingo to the Department.

§141.400

The proposed rules amend §141.400 by substituting "Require-
ments" for "Provisions" in the rule title for clarity and consistency,
by standardizing rule format to eliminate the current inconsistent
subsection format and word usage, by streamlining rule text to
eliminate text found in statute and other unnecessary text, by
standardizing word usage, and by clarifying existing text.

Amendments to the first sentence in §141.400(a) substitute "a"
for "any" for consistency in terminology, substitute the phrase
"activity requiring a license under Occupations Code, Chapter
2001" to more accurately describe "related activity", replace
"shall" with "must" for consistency in terminology, and clarify the
application process by adding a reference to the Department
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website for application process information. Amendments to the
remainder of §141.400(a) require all submitted information to
be legible, correct, and complete, streamline text in this and the
following two subsections, delete unnecessary words without
changing meaning, and adjust capitalization at the beginning of
each paragraph for format consistency to improve readability
without changing meaning.

Amendments to §141.400(b) clarify that all information an ap-
plicant submits is considered by the Department to be part of
the application and delete unenforceable or duplicative text to
streamline text and improve readability without changing mean-
ing.

Amendments to §141.400(c) and §141.400(d) restructure and
delete unnecessary text to improve readability without changing
meaning.

Amendments to §141.400(e) substitute "commercial lessor" for
"bingo hall" for consistency in terminology, restructure and delete
unnecessary text to improve readability without changing mean-
ing, and clarify that a license fee will be refunded if an application
is withdrawn if the license type has a fee.

Amendments to §141.400(f) restructure and delete unnecessary
text to improve readability, add "authorized" to more accurately
describe the organization, substitute a reference to Occupations
Code, Chapter 2001 for a reference to the Bingo Enabling Act
for consistency in terminology, and substitute "supplemental” for
"supplement" for consistency in terminology to improve readabil-
ity. These amendments to improve consistency and readability
do not change meaning.

Amendments throughout §141.400(g) restructure and delete
unnecessary text to improve readability, substitute a reference
to Occupations Code, Chapter 2001 for a reference to the Bingo
Enabling Act for consistency in terminology, and substitute a
reference to the applicable rules in Chapter 141 for a reference
to the Charitable Bingo Administrative Rules for consistency in
terminology. Amendments in §141.400(g) add a reference to
the Department's authorization to perform a premises inspection
under §141.705 for consistency and completeness and reorga-
nize the remaining text into paragraphs and subparagraphs to
improve readability. Amendments to numbered §141.400(g)(1)
substitute "individual" for "person" for accuracy and consistency
in terminology, and substitute "license holder" for "licensee"
for consistency with statute and to improve readability. These
amendments to improve consistency and readability do not
change meaning.

Amendments to §141.400(h) substitute a reference to Occupa-
tions Code, Chapter 2001, for a reference to the Bingo Enabling
Act for consistency in terminology, substitute a reference to the
applicable rules in Chapter 141 for a reference to the Charitable
Bingo Administrative Rules for consistency in terminology, and
restructure text to improve readability without changing mean-
ing.

Amendments to §141.400(i) delete that subsection because the
text is a record keeping requirement and not a licensing require-
ment. Requirements for a temporary authorization and related
record keeping are in other rules not included in this rule pro-
posal. Amendments also reletter the remaining subsections in
this section.

Amendments to relettered §141.400(i) restructure text to im-
prove readability without changing meaning. Amendments to
§141.400(i) also substitute a reference to Occupations Code,

Chapter 2001 for a reference to the Bingo Enabling Act for
consistency in terminology.

Amendments to relettered §141.400(j) delete the subsection
introductory header and paragraph (1) designation for consis-
tency in subsection formatting, substitute "license holder" for
"licensee" for consistency with statute and to improve read-
ability, restructure text to improve readability without changing
meaning, renumber the remaining subparagraphs, substitute
a more descriptive phrase to describe required remittances to
improve readability, delete the requirement for a license holder
to return a canceled license to the Department, and substitute a
requirement for the license holder to destroy a canceled license
because that process is more efficient and cost effective for the
license holder.

Amendments to relettered §141.400(k) delete the subsection
introductory heading for consistency in subsection formatting,
restructure text to improve readability without changing mean-
ing, substitute "license holder" for "licensee" for consistency
with statute and to improve readability, add "bingo" to describe
the playing location for clarity, standardize the citation format
for Occupations Code references for consistency, standardize
number references for consistency, correct referenced rule
numbers, and add rule titles for ease of reference.

Amendments to relettered §141.400() add an introductory
sentence to clarify and modernize the Department requirement
to obtain a fingerprint-based criminal history record from the
Department of Public Safety's criminal history clearinghouse for
certain individuals by license type, organize requirements in two
paragraphs, and adjust capitalization and preposition usage to
improve readability. Amendments to numbered §141.400(1)(1)
substitute "individual" for "person" for accuracy and consistency,
substitute "Occupations Code, Chapter 2001" for "Bingo En-
abling Act", add a reference to Occupations Code, §2001.103
for completeness, and delete outdated and unnecessary lan-
guage. Amendments to §141.400(1)(2) delete an unnecessary
preposition, delete an unnecessary license descriptor, and sub-
stitute a more specific citation to Occupations Code, §2001.103
as a reference to the Bingo Enabling Act to add clarity.

Amendments to relettered §141.400(m) delete the subsection in-
troductory header for consistency in formatting, delete redundant
text to improve readability, substitute "individual" for "person" for
accuracy and consistency, add a descriptor for the type of form
to add clarity, substitute "license holder" for "licensee" for con-
sistency with statute and to improve readability, add the phrase
"information or" for completeness, and substitute a citation to
Government Code, Chapter 522, for a reference to the Public In-
formation Act to standardize statutory reference formatting which
improves readability without changing meaning.

§141.443

The proposed rules amend §141.443(a) by adding the process
for a commercial lessor's license to be transferred consistent
with Occupations Code, §2001.160, and deleting the definition
of a grandfathered commercial lessor because that definition is
proposed to be added in §141.100(b)(6). Amendments docu-
ment the current process which requires a commercial lessor to
request Department approval to transfer a commercial lessor li-
cense by submitting a completed transfer application form.

Proposed amendments to §141.443(b) substitute "grandfa-
thered commercial lessor's license" for "Grandfathered Lessor's
License" for consistency in terminology, and substitute "Oc-
cupations Code" for "Bingo Enabling Act" for consistency in
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statutory references. These amendments improve readability
without changing meaning.

Proposed amendments to §141.443(c) clarify that a commercial
lessor's license is not considered to be transferred after a name
change or change in ownership if the legal entity's taxpayer num-
ber does not change. These amendments clarify that this sub-
section applies to all commercial lessors, not just grandfathered
lessors, and streamline existing language to improve readability.

§141.451

The proposed rules amend §141.451, Operating Capital, by re-
structuring or deleting text to improve accuracy and readability,
by adding subsection introductory headings for formatting con-
sistency, by standardizing statutory references for ease of refer-
ence and by increasing the maximum retained operating capital
to implement SB 3070.

The proposed rules amend §141.451(a)(2) by restructuring text
to improve readability without changing meaning and by delet-
ing unnecessary text. Proposed amendments to §141.451(a)(3)
delete that definition, because the relevant bingo quarterly report
varies based on the license type and whether a unit is involved,
and renumber the remaining definition. Proposed amendments
to renumbered §141.451(a)(3) add "department-authorized" to
describe the maximum amount of funds that may be retained in
the bingo account of a licensed authorized organization or unit,
and delete unnecessary or outdated language.

The proposed rules amend §141.451(b) by adding an introduc-
tory heading for format consistency, restructuring text to improve
readability without changing meaning, and standardizing a statu-
tory reference for ease of reference.

The proposed rules amend §141.451(c) by adding an introduc-
tory heading for format consistency, by deleting an unnecessary
sentence to improve readability, by restructuring text to improve
readability without changing meaning, and by clarifying the de-
scription for a quarterly report as the "applicable" quarterly re-
port because the specific quarterly report to be submitted varies
based on the license type and whether a unit is involved.

The proposed rules amend §141.451(d)(1) by deleting an
outdated reference to a 12-month license period, amend
§141.451(d)(2) by changing the number of quarterly reports used
in the calculation to eight from three, and amend §141.451(d)(3)
by updating the period that the operating capital limit is effective
to eight calendar quarters for consistency with the current
two-year license period.

The proposed rules amend §141.451(e) by deleting unneces-
sary text without changing meaning.

The proposed rules amend §141.451(f) by adding an introduc-
tory heading and paragraph designation for format consistency,
by substituting "payment" for "remittance" to simplify the text
without changing meaning, by standardizing a statutory refer-
ence for ease of reference, by deleting the introductory heading
to §141.451(g), by adding and renumbering the paragraphs in
§141.451(g) into §141.451(f) for completeness, by updating the
maximum limit to $100,000 to implement SB 3070, by restruc-
turing text to improve readability without changing meaning, and
by adding a reference to §141.453, which describes the process
for a licensed authorized organization to apply for an increase in
the retained operating capital limit.

The proposed amendments to relettered §141.451(g) inform
a licensed authorized organization or unit that the depart-

ment-approved operating capital limit may be viewed on the
Department's online portal on demand and to delete outdated
and unnecessary language regarding submitting a request
for the recalculation of the retained operating capital limit. A
licensed authorized organization no longer must request a
recalculation because the Department system automatically
recalculates the operating capital limit and makes that recalcu-
lated amount available in the department's online portal.

Proposed amendments delete §141.451(h) through (k) because
these three subsections contain redundant text found in Occu-
pations Code, §2001.451 or §2001.457, and in §141.453.

§141.453

The proposed rules amend §141.453, Request for Operating
Capital Increase, by clarifying definitions, clarifying the require-
ments for a licensed authorized organization to submit a request
to exceed the $100,000 statutory limit, deleting unenforceable
text, deleting, reorganizing, or adding text to improve readability,
and using consistent terminology to improve readability without
changing meaning.

Proposed amendments to §141.453(a) clarify the definitions of
force majeure and requests to exceed the operating capital limit.
These amendments are important because Occupations Code,
§2001.451 allows a licensed authorized organization to request
a Department waiver of the $100,000 retained operating capital
statutory limit in certain circumstances. Proposed amendments
to §141.453(a)(2) clarify the definition of "request to exceed the
operating capital limit" by substituting "increase" for "exceed" to
match the Department form title, by referencing the form required
to submit a request, and by expanding the statutory references
to include Occupations Code, §§2001.451(h), 2001.451(j), and
2001.451(k) to clarify that the form may be used to submit all re-
quests to increase the operating capital limit including requests
under and over the $100,000 statutory limit. Proposed amend-
ments to §141.453(a)(3) substitute a possessive pronoun to im-
prove readability.

Proposed amendments to §141.453(b) substitute "increase" for
"exceed" for consistency in terminology, and in §141.453(b)(1),
reorganize text to improve readability without changing mean-
ing. Proposed amendments to §141.453(b)(3)(D) add an
introductory phrase to clarify that the clauses in that subpara-
graph identify requirements that apply only to a request to
exceed the $100,000 statutory limit. Proposed amendments to
§141.453(b)(3)(D)(ii) incorporate the content from §141.453(c)
for completeness and renumber the remaining clause. Pro-
posed amendments to relettered §141.453(b)(3)(D)(iii) delete
an unnecessary introductory phrase to improve readability,
substitute a more precise descriptor phrase for news sources,
add "licensed authorized" to describe "organization" for com-
pleteness and consistency, and delete language referring to
examples because examples are provided in the form and
are not necessary in the rule. A proposed amendment to
§141.453(b)(4) substitutes "must" for "may" because the pur-
pose of the paragraph is to define the minimum requirements
for a credible business plan and not provide unenforceable
guidance. Proposed amendments to §141.453(b)(4)(A) add
"charitable donation" to describe the project goal and delete
unnecessary text. Proposed amendments to §141.453(b)(4)(B)
delete that subparagraph as a detailed description of the char-
itable activities over the last eight quarters is not a necessary
requirement for a credible future-based business plan, and
reletter the remaining subparagraphs.
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Proposed amendments to §141.453(c) delete that sub-
section because that text is incorporated in proposed
§141.453(b)(3)(D)(ii), and reletter the remaining paragraphs.

Proposed amendments to relettered §141.453(c) delete unnec-
essary text without changing meaning to improve readability,
combine the text in §141.453(e) with the text in relettered
§141.453(c) for completeness, reletter subsequent subsections,
and delete "calendar" to describe day because a definition for
"day" is proposed in §141.100(b)(4).

Proposed amendments to relettered §141.453(d) delete the in-
troductory heading for format consistency, delete unnecessary
text without changing meaning to improve readability, add the
descriptor "licensed authorized" to describe organization for con-
sistency in terminology, and standardize a statutory reference to
improve readability.

Proposed amendments to relettered 141.453(e) and relettered
§141.453(f) reorganize and delete unnecessary text without
changing meaning to improve readability.

Proposed amendments delete §141.453(i) as unnecessary be-
cause the Department does not require or prohibit a licensed
authorized organization from submitting a new request if circum-
stances or plans change.

Subchapter E. Books and Records
§141.514

The proposed rules amend §141.514, Electronic Fund Trans-
fers, by changing the section title and rule text to make "Fund"
plural for consistency with the Texas Commercial Code and re-
lated rules.

The proposed rules amend §141.514(a) to simplify and stream-
line the definition of an electronic funds transfer to improve read-
ability without changing meaning.

The proposed rules amend §141.514(b) by changing "shall" to
"must" for consistency in usage, by reorganizing and deleting
unnecessary text without changing meaning, and standardizing
references to statute and rules for consistency and to improve
readability.

The proposed rules amend §141.514(c) by changing "shall"
to "must" for consistency in usage, by deleting unnecessary
text without changing meaning, and by standardizing the
recordkeeping format in months for consistency in terminology
throughout Chapter 141 to improve readability.

The proposed rules delete §141.514(d) because the requirement
in that subsection is not enforceable.

§141.515

The proposed rules add new §141.515, Equipment and Supply
Transactions.

New §141.515(a) adds a reference to Occupations Code,
§2001.407 because that statutory provision applies to all equip-
ment and supply transactions.

New §141.515(b) specifies the recordkeeping requirements if a
licensed authorized organization either transfers or receives a
card-minding device from another licensed authorized organiza-
tion under Occupations Code, §2001.407(c-4).

Consistent with the requirements in Occupations Code,
§2001.407(f), new §141.515(c), specifies the process for a
licensed authorized organization to request Department ap-

proval to sell certain supplies and used equipment authorized
by statute, and clarifies that no other types of bingo supplies or
equipment may be sold by a licensed authorized organization
to another licensed authorized organization.

Subchapter G. Compliance and Enforcement
§141.702

For clarity, the proposed rules amend the title of §141.702, Dis-
qualifying Convictions, to include "and Criminal History Guide-
lines" because the guidelines are included in the rule.

The proposed rules amend §141.702(a) by substituting "original"
for "new" for consistency with terminology in Occupations Code,
Chapter 2001, and updating related prepositions, by substitut-
ing "director" for the reference to the director of Charitable Bingo
Operations Division to implement SB 3070, by standardizing the
format of statutory references for consistency and ease of ref-
erence, and by reorganizing and deleting unnecessary text to
improve readability.

The proposed rules amend §141.702(b) by providing statutory
references in place of duplicative text, substituting "department”
for "Commission" to implement SB 3070, by deleting unneces-
sary words to improve readability without changing meaning, and
by clarifying that convictions for crimes with the same elements
will be disqualifying regardless of jurisdiction.

The proposed rules amend §141.702(c) by incorporating the
charitable bingo criminal history guidelines in §141.702(e), by
streamlining that language to improve readability without chang-
ing meaning, by clarifying that potentially disqualifying crimes
include crimes with the same elements in other jurisdictions, by
referencing a statute which contains independently disqualifying
crimes for completeness, by clarifying that potentially disqual-
ifying crimes include offenses of attempting or conspiring to
commit the listed offenses because those crimes have the same
intent as the crimes in the criminal history guidelines, and by
deleting duplicative language in Occupations Code, §53.021 to
improve readability.

The proposed rules amend §141.702(d) by clarifying that the
criminal history guidelines in §141.702(c) are not exhaustive
and that the Department may determine that an offense not
described in the guidelines is potentially disqualifying, after
considering the criteria in Occupations Code, §53.022. The
proposed rules also amend §141.702(d) by deleting unneces-
sary text, as Occupations Code, Chapter 53 is referenced in
§141.702(a).

The proposed rules amend §141.702(e) by incorporating text
from §141.702(i) which describes the process and required time-
frame for an applicant to respond to a Department notice of an
intent to deny a license or registry listing, by streamlining that text
to improve readability, and by deleting the text in §141.702(e)
which was incorporated into §141.702(c).

The proposed rules amend §141.702(f) by incorporating text
from §141.702(j), by further clarifying that the Department will
notify the applicant of the denial of a license or registry listing by
certified mail, regular, mail and by email if the applicant provided
an email address, and by deleting text duplicating Occupations
Code, §53.022 to streamline text and improve readability.

The proposed rules amend §141.702(g) by incorporating text
from §141.702(k), by standardizing a reference to §141.700 for
consistency, and by deleting text duplicating Occupations Code,
§53.021, to streamline and improve readability.
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The proposed rules delete §141.702(h) because that text is in
Occupations Code, §53.023, and is duplicative.

The proposed rules also delete subsections §141.702(i) through
(I) as any necessary text and non-duplicative text is incorporated
into preceding subsection proposals.

FISCAL IMPACT ON STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Tony Couvillon, Senior Policy Research and Budget Analyst, has
determined that for each year of the first five years the proposed
rules are in effect, there are no estimated additional costs or
reductions in costs to state or local government as a result of
enforcing or administering the proposed rules.

Tony Couvillon, Senior Policy Research and Budget Analyst, has
determined that for each year of the first five years the proposed
rules are in effect, there is no estimated increase or loss in rev-
enue to the state or local government as a result of enforcing or
administering the proposed rules.

LOCAL EMPLOYMENT IMPACT STATEMENT

Because Mr. Couvillon has determined that the proposed rules
will not affect a local economy, the agency is not required to pre-
pare a local employment impact statement under Texas Govern-
ment Code §2001.022.

PUBLIC BENEFITS

Mr. Couvillon also has determined that for each year of the
first five-year period the proposed rules are in effect, the public
will receive multiple benefits because the rule proposal provides
greater transparency, streamlines and organizes rules to make
the rules easier to read, and reflects current Department pro-
cesses. This rule proposal will make the rules easier for license
applicants, license holders and registrants, and the public to un-
derstand, and help with law and rule compliance. The proposed
rules will also provide for more effective and efficient regulation
of charitable bingo, and enhance the game's high standards of
professional conduct, helping to safeguard the profession, char-
ities, and people they serve statewide.

PROBABLE ECONOMIC COSTS TO PERSONS REQUIRED
TO COMPLY WITH PROPOSAL

The proposed rules eliminate duplicative references, update ref-
erences, add clarifying language, restructure the existing rules
for better organization, and include clean-up changes. The rule
proposal does notinclude provisions that increase license holder
costs through fee increases, nor does it require license holders
to expend additional funds for equipment, staff, supplies or infra-
structure.

FISCAL IMPACT ON SMALL BUSINESSES, MICRO-BUSI-
NESSES, AND RURAL COMMUNITIES

Of the 2,093 license holders, 1,766 or 84% are non-profit orga-
nizations which do not qualify as a small business or micro-busi-
ness. The 294 commercial lessor license holders may include
small or micro-businesses, however, we do not have access to
information to estimate how many, if any, qualify, and non-profits
also make up a sizeable percentage of that license holder type.
Public information and our interactions with the 20 manufacturer
and 13 distributor license holders suggest that the revenue for
each is generally above the statutory $6 million revenue limit.

Additionally, the proposed rules largely make rule improvement
changes, and do not include provisions that increase costs for
any small or micro-business in the bingo program. Therefore,

the proposed rules will not have an adverse economic effect on
any small or micro-business.

The proposed rules do not change the amount of prize fees that
a rural community may receive or limit license holder charitable
bingo activities in rural communities.

ONE-FOR-ONE REQUIREMENT FOR RULES WITH A FISCAL
IMPACT

The proposed rule does not have a fiscal note that imposes a
cost on regulated persons, including another state agency, a
special district, or a local government.

GOVERNMENT GROWTH IMPACT STATEMENT

Pursuant to Texas Government Code §2001.0221, the Depart-
ment provides the following Government Growth Impact State-
ment for the proposed rules. For each year of the first five years
the proposed rules will be in effect, the agency has determined
the following:

1. The proposed rules do not create or eliminate a government
program.

2. Implementation of the proposed rules does not require the
creation of new employee positions or the elimination of existing
employee positions.

3. Implementation of the proposed rules does not require an
increase or decrease in future legislative appropriations to the
agency.

4. The proposed rules do not require an increase or decrease in
fees paid to the agency.

5. The proposed rules do create a new regulation to describe
the recordkeeping requirements under Occupations Code,
§2001.407(c-4) and the process to request Department approval
to sell certain used supplies and equipment under Occupations
Code, §2001.407(f).

6. The proposed rules expand a regulation, limit certain regula-
tions, and repeal and replace two existing regulations.

The proposed rules expand the number of disqualifying or po-
tentially disqualifying crimes in §141.702(b) and (c), by including
convictions under foreign laws, if the offense contains elements
that are substantially similar to the elements of a crime under
Texas law that is disqualifying or potentially disqualifying.

In §141.100(b)(8), the proposed rules limit an existing regulation
by defining "premises" as limited to the specific area leased
to conduct bingo, for consistency with Occupations Code,
§2001.002(22).

In §141.102(d), the proposed rules limit eligibility for a person
whose license is expired, suspended, revoked to be an advisory
committee member, and in §141.102(e), limit eligibility of public
members by requiring Texas residence.

7. The proposed rules do not increase or decrease the number
of individuals subject to the rules' applicability.

8. The proposed rules do not positively or adversely affect this
state's economy.

TAKINGS IMPACT ASSESSMENT

The Department has determined that no private real property in-
terests are affected by the proposed rules and the proposed rules
do not restrict, limit, or impose a burden on an owner's rights to
his or her private real property that would otherwise exist in the
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absence of government action. As a result, the proposed rules
do not constitute a taking or require a takings impact assessment
under Texas Government Code §2007.043.

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND INFORMATION RELATED TO THE
COST, BENEFIT, OR EFFECT OF THE PROPOSED RULES

The Department is requesting public comments on the proposed
rules and information related to the cost, benefit, or effect of the
proposed rules, including any applicable data, research, or anal-
ysis. Any information that is submitted in response to this request
must include an explanation of how and why the submitted infor-
mation is specific to the proposed rules. Please do not submit
copyrighted, confidential, or proprietary information.

Comments on the proposed rules and responses to the Depart-
ment's request for information on the cost, benefit, or effect of
the proposed rules may be submitted on the Department's web-
site at https://ga.tdir.texas.gov:1443/form/Ch140_Rule_Making;
by facsimile to (512) 344-5189; or by mail to Dorota Bienkowska,
Legal Assistant, Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation,
Lottery and Charitable Bingo Division, P.O. Box 16630, Austin,
Texas 78761-6630. The deadline for comments is 30 days after
publication in the Texas Register.

SUBCHAPTER A. ADMINISTRATION
16 TAC §141.100
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The Department proposes the amendments and new rules under
Occupations Code, §51.203 which authorizes the Texas Com-
mission of Licensing and Regulation (Commission), the Depart-
ment's governing body, to adopt rules as necessary to implement
these chapters and any other law establishing a program reg-
ulated by the Department; under Occupations Code, §51.207
which authorizes the Commission to adopt rules to require an
applicant or license holder to provide an e-mail address to the
department and to require that any correspondence sent or re-
ceived by the Department be delivered electronically; under Oc-
cupations Code, §51.4011 which authorizes the Commission to
adopt rules to allow a license holder to place a license issued
by the Department on inactive status by submitting a form be-
fore license expiration and paying the required fee; under Occu-
pations Code, §2001.054, which authorizes the Commission to
adopt rules to enforce and administer Occupations Code, Chap-
ter 2001; under Occupations Code, §2001.0541, which autho-
rizes the Commission to adopt rules and guidelines as necessary
to comply with Chapter 53 when using criminal history record
information to issue or renew a bingo license or to list or re-
new the listing of an individual in the registry of approved bingo
workers; under Occupations Code, §2001.057, which authorizes
the Commission to adopt rules to govern the operations of the
bingo advisory committee; and to prohibit the committee's in-
volvement in committee member selection; under Occupations
Code, §2001.215, which authorizes the Commission to adopt
rules to require a holder of a manufacturer's or distributor's li-
cense to keep records and file reports; and under Occupations
Code, §2001.451, which authorizes the Commission to adopt
rules to allow a licensed authorized organization to retain an in-
creased amount of operating capital if the organization has con-
ducted bingo for less than one year, has been closed for at least
six months, has experienced circumstances beyond the control
of the organization which require additional operating capital, or
provides a credible business plan that requires additional oper-
ating capital.

The Department also proposes amendments under Government
Code, §411.0845, which authorizes the Department of Public
Safety to maintain an electronic clearinghouse and subscription
service for persons entitled to obtain criminal history records and
updates; and Government Code, §411.093, which establishes
the Department's statutory entitlement to receive criminal history
background information on an applicant or holder for a license
or registration issued by the Department.

The Department also proposes repeals, amendments, and new
rules under Government Code, §2001.004, which requires the
Department to adopt rules of practice stating the nature and re-
quirements of all available formal and informal procedures.

The statutory provisions affected by the proposed rules are in
Government Code, Chapters 411 and 2001, and Occupations
Code, Chapters 51, 52, 53, 55, and 2001. No other statutes,
articles, or codes are affected by the proposed rules.

Section 80 of Senate Bill 3070, 89th Legislature, Regular Ses-
sion (2025), provides additional rulemaking authority for the pro-
posed amendment and new section by requiring the Commission
to adopt rules to implement the Act as soon as practicable.

§141.100. Definitions.
(a) The definitions in Occupations Code, Chapters 51 and
2001, apply to this chapter.

(b) The following words and terms, when used in this chapter,
[and Texas Ocecupations Code; Chapter 2001; shall] have the following
meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.

HH State law-—-Texas statutes and reported court cases-|

(1) [)] Calendar week--Seven [A period of seven] con-
secutive days beginning [eemmeneing with] Sunday [and ending Sat-
urday].

(2) [63)] Calendar year--[A period of] 12 consecutive
months beginning [commeneing with] January 1 [and ending with
December 31].

(3) [65)] Conductor--A licensed authorized organization.
(4) Day--A calendar day.

(5) [€6)] Director--The executive director [Direetor] of the
department, or designee. [Charitable Binge Operations Division; com-

(6) Grandfathered commercial lessor--A
lessor licensed continuously since June 10, 1989.

(7) Operator--An individual [A nataral persen] designated
by a licensed authorized organization under Occupations Code, Chap-
ter 2001 [pursuant to the autherity of the Bingo Enabling Aet].

(8) [9)] Premises--As defined in Occupations Code,
§2001.002(22). [The area subjeet to the direct control of and actual
use by a licensed autherized organization or group of autherized
organizations to conduct binge. There may not be more than ene
premises under a commeon roof or over a commeon foundation; exeept
under a Heense that was in existence on or before May 23,1997

(A) Apremises must have a physical street [ar] address;

commercial
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(B) If alicensed authorized organization or unit leases
space to conduct bingo, the term premises is limited to the specific area
identified for that purpose in the commercial lessor's license record.

(C) The term does not include a virtual location or
place.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602760

Deanne Rienstra

General Counsel

Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation
Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 344-5392

¢ ¢ ¢
16 TAC §141.101, §141.102
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The Department proposes repeals under Occupations Code,
§51.203 which authorizes the Texas Commission of Licensing
and Regulation (Commission), the Department's governing
body, to adopt rules as necessary to implement these chap-
ters and any other law establishing a program regulated by
the Department; under Occupations Code, §2001.054, which
authorizes the Commission to adopt rules to enforce and admin-
ister Occupations Code, Chapter 2001; and under Occupations
Code, §2001.057, which authorizes the Commission to adopt
rules to govern the operations of the bingo advisory commit-
tee, and to prohibit the committee's involvement in committee
member selection.

The Department also proposes repeals under Government
Code, §2001.004, which requires the Department to adopt rules
of practice stating the nature and requirements of all available
formal and informal procedures.

The statutory provisions affected by the proposed repeals are
in Government Code, Chapter 2001, and Occupations Code,
Chapters 51 and 2001. No other statutes, articles, or codes are
affected by the proposed repeals.

§141.101.  Advisory Opinions.
$§141.102. Bingo Advisory Committee.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602764

Deanne Rienstra

General Counsel

Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation
Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 344-5392

¢ ¢ ¢

16 TAC §141.101, §141.102
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The Department proposes the amendments and new rules under
Occupations Code, §51.203 which authorizes the Texas Com-
mission of Licensing and Regulation (Commission), the Depart-
ment's governing body, to adopt rules as necessary to implement
these chapters and any other law establishing a program reg-
ulated by the Department; under Occupations Code, §51.207
which authorizes the Commission to adopt rules to require an
applicant or license holder to provide an e-mail address to the
department and to require that any correspondence sent or re-
ceived by the Department be delivered electronically; under Oc-
cupations Code, §51.4011 which authorizes the Commission to
adopt rules to allow a license holder to place a license issued
by the Department on inactive status by submitting a form be-
fore license expiration and paying the required fee; under Occu-
pations Code, §2001.054, which authorizes the Commission to
adopt rules to enforce and administer Occupations Code, Chap-
ter 2001; under Occupations Code, §2001.0541, which autho-
rizes the Commission to adopt rules and guidelines as necessary
to comply with Chapter 53 when using criminal history record
information to issue or renew a bingo license or to list or re-
new the listing of an individual in the registry of approved bingo
workers; under Occupations Code, §2001.057, which authorizes
the Commission to adopt rules to govern the operations of the
bingo advisory committee; and to prohibit the committee's in-
volvement in committee member selection; under Occupations
Code, §2001.215, which authorizes the Commission to adopt
rules to require a holder of a manufacturer's or distributor's li-
cense to keep records and file reports; and under Occupations
Code, §2001.451, which authorizes the Commission to adopt
rules to allow a licensed authorized organization to retain an in-
creased amount of operating capital if the organization has con-
ducted bingo for less than one year, has been closed for at least
six months, has experienced circumstances beyond the control
of the organization which require additional operating capital, or
provides a credible business plan that requires additional oper-
ating capital.

The Department also proposes amendments under Government
Code, §411.0845, which authorizes the Department of Public
Safety to maintain an electronic clearinghouse and subscription
service for persons entitled to obtain criminal history records and
updates; and Government Code, §411.093, which establishes
the Department's statutory entitlement to receive criminal history
background information on an applicant or holder for a license
or registration issued by the Department.

The Department also proposes repeals, amendments, and new
rules under Government Code, §2001.004, which requires the
Department to adopt rules of practice stating the nature and re-
quirements of all available formal and informal procedures.

The statutory provisions affected by the proposed rules are in
Government Code, Chapters 411 and 2001, and Occupations
Code, Chapters 51, 52, 53, 55, and 2001. No other statutes,
articles, or codes are affected by the proposed rules.

Section 80 of Senate Bill 3070, 89th Legislature, Regular Ses-
sion (2025), provides additional rulemaking authority for the pro-
posed amendment and new section by requiring the Commission
to adopt rules to implement the Act as soon as practicable.

§141.101.

(a) A person authorized under Occupations Code,
§2001.059(a) must submit an advisory opinion request by email to
advisory.opinion@tdlr.texas.gov.

Advisory Opinions.

(b) The request must:
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(1) include the name, email address, and mailing address
of the requestor;

(2) state the question the commission is being asked to an-

swer;

(3) cite Occupations Code, §2001.059, and the Occupa-
tions Code, Chapter 2001 section or rule to be interpreted; and

(4) provide specific facts on which the advisory opinion is
to be based.

(¢) Upon receipt, the director will review the request to deter-
mine whether:

(1) the request falls within Occupations Code, Chapter

2001;

(2) the request can be answered by reference to the plain

(c) An individual is not qualified to be a bingo advisory com-
mittee member if convicted of a crime listed in §141.702 (relating to
Disqualifying Convictions and Criminal History Guidelines).

(d) Ifalicense is required to hold a bingo advisory committee
member position, the license must be issued by the Charitable Bingo
Operations Division and must be in good standing. A license is in good
standing if:

(1) thelicense holder is not delinquent in any prize fee pay-
ment, or

(2) the license is active and not expired, suspended, or re-

voked.

(e) A member representing the public must reside in Texas and
may not be an individual required by statute to be listed on a conductor,
commercial lessor, manufacturer, or distributor license application.

language of a statute section or rule;

(3) aprior determination exists that would answer the ques-

(f) The department shall evaluate a bingo advisory committee
membership application to determine if the applicant meets the require-

tion; or

(4) additional information is required.

(d) Ifthe director determines the Charitable Bingo Operations
Division has no jurisdiction or the request can be answered by refer-
ring to a statute, rule, or previous opinion, the director shall notify the
requestor by email.

(e) If additional information is required, the director shall re-

quest the information from the requestor by email within the period
required under Occupations Code, §2001.059(b).

(1) Ifthe requestor does not provide additional information
within ten days and the director determines that the request does not
contain sufficient facts to provide an answer, the director will close the
advisory opinion request file and notify the requestor that no opinion

ments in subsection (c) and the applicable eligibility requirements in
subsections (d) or (e). The department shall only submit an eligible
applicant to the commission for consideration.

(g) Bingo advisory committee members serve staggered six-
year terms, with the terms of three members expiring on September 1
of each odd-numbered year.

(1) If a vacancy occurs during a member's term, the com-
mission's presiding officer, with the commission's approval, shall ap-
point a replacement to fill the unexpired term.

(2) The commission may remove a bingo advisory com-
mittee member consistent with Occupations Code, §51.209(b).

(h) A bingo advisory committee meeting must be open to the
public consistent with Government Code, Chapter 551. The bingo ad-

can be provided due to the requestor's failure to supply sufficient facts.

visory committee presiding officer must request the department to post

(2) If the requestor provides sufficient information within
the ten-day period, the director shall accept the advisory opinion re-
quest.

(f) The director shall notify the requestor of the date the advi-
sory opinion request is accepted, and of the advisory opinion number.

(g) The director shall:

(1) refer an accepted request for an advisory opinion to the

a notice on the department website at least 10 days prior to the date of
each meeting. The notice must include the day, time, meeting location,

and agenda items.

(i) The bingo advisory committee may meet in person or by a
method consistent with Occupations Code, §51.209(a-2).

(j) _The bingo advisory committee presiding officer must des-
ignate a member to conduct a meeting or general business in the pre-
siding officer's absence.

appropriate staff for review and written comment;

(2) post the advisory opinion request on the department

(k) The bingo advisory committee must have a quorum of five
members present at a meeting to conduct official business.

website; and

(3) notify license holders by email of the opportunity to

(1) An action requires a majority vote of members present
and voting.

submit a written comment within a designated 30-day period.

(h) The commission shall consider the request and issue an ad-
visory opinion consistent with the requirements of Occupations Code,

§2001.059.

(1) The department shall publish an advisory opinion approved
by the commission on the department website.

$141.102.  Bingo Advisory Committee.

(a) Occupations Code, §§2001.057, 51.209, and 51.2094 ap-
ply to the bingo advisory committee.

(b) Anindividual may apply for an open position on the bingo
advisory committee by completing an online application on the depart-
ment website. An applicant for membership must provide complete
and accurate information on the department's application form.

(2) A member may not vote by proxy.

(1) The bingo advisory committee shall keep minutes of each
meeting including all formal action taken.

(1) A transcript may serve as the minutes of the meeting.

(2) The Committee must approve the minutes at its next
meeting, and the department shall post the approved minutes on the
department's website.

(m) The bingo advisory committee shall report at least annu-
ally on the following:

(1) adjusted gross receipts;

(2) net receipts;

(3) charitable distributions;
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(4) expenses;

(5) attendance; and

(6) any other matter requested by the commission.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602765

Deanne Rienstra

General Counsel

Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation
Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 344-5392

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER D. LICENSING REQUIRE-
MENTS

16 TAC §§141.400, 141.443, 141.451, 141.453
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The Department proposes amendments and new rules under
Occupations Code, §51.203 which authorizes the Texas Com-
mission of Licensing and Regulation (Commission), the Depart-
ment's governing body, to adopt rules as necessary to implement
these chapters and any other law establishing a program reg-
ulated by the Department; under Occupations Code, §51.207
which authorizes the Commission to adopt rules to require an
applicant or license holder to provide an e-mail address to the
Department and to require that any correspondence sent or re-
ceived by the Department be delivered electronically; under Oc-
cupations Code, §51.4011 which authorizes the Commission to
adopt rules to allow a license holder to place a license issued
by the Department on inactive status by submitting a form be-
fore license expiration and paying the required fee; under Occu-
pations Code, §2001.054, which authorizes the Commission to
adopt rules to enforce and administer Occupations Code, Chap-
ter 2001; under Occupations Code, §2001.0541, which autho-
rizes the Commission to adopt rules and guidelines as necessary
to comply with Chapter 53 when using criminal history record
information to issue or renew a bingo license or to list or re-
new the listing of an individual in the registry of approved bingo
workers; under Occupations Code, §2001.057, which authorizes
the Commission to adopt rules to govern the operations of the
bingo advisory committee; and to prohibit the committee's in-
volvement in committee member selection; under Occupations
Code, §2001.215, which authorizes the Commission to adopt
rules to require a holder of a manufacturer's or distributor's li-
cense to keep records and file reports; and under Occupations
Code, §2001.451, which authorizes the Commission to adopt
rules to allow a licensed authorized organization to retain an in-
creased amount of operating capital if the organization has con-
ducted bingo for less than one year, has been closed for at least
six months, has experienced circumstances beyond the control
of the organization which require additional operating capital, or
provides a credible business plan that requires additional oper-
ating capital.

The Department also proposes amendments under Government
Code, §411.0845, which authorizes the Department of Public

Safety to maintain an electronic clearinghouse and subscription
service for persons entitled to obtain criminal history records and
updates; and Government Code, §411.093, which establishes
the Department's statutory entitlement to receive criminal history
background information on an applicant or holder for a license
or registration issued by the Department.

The Department also proposes amendments and new rules un-
der Government Code, §2001.004, which requires the Depart-
ment to adopt rules of practice stating the nature and require-
ments of all available formal and informal procedures.

The statutory provisions affected by the proposed rules are in
Government Code, Chapters 411 and 2001, and Occupations
Code, Chapters 51, 52, 53, 55, and 2001. No other statutes,
articles, or codes are affected by the proposed rules.

§141.400. General Licensing Requirements [Provisions].

(a) A [Any] person who wants to engage in a bingo activity re-
quiring a license under Occupations Code, Chapter 2001, must [related
aetivity shall] apply for a license by following the instructions on the
department website for completing and submitting the applicable ap-
plication form to the department [Commission for a license]. All sub-
mitted information [The applieation must be on a form preseribed by
the Commission and all required information| must be legible, correct
and complete. An [The initial submittal of an] application is complet
[incomplete] if the applicant provides [foHewing information is not
provided]:

(1) all [AH] information requested on the application form
and applicable supplemental forms;

(2) all [AH supplemental] information requested during the
pre-licensing investigation period;

(3) the [The applicable] license fee, if applicable [fee for a
lesseor; distributer; or manufacturer]; and

(4) all required authorized [Autherized] signatures [as re-
quired by the Commission].

(b) The department considers all information [Infermatien]
submitted by an applicant [en an applicable form shall be considered]
to be part of the application. [Supplemental information should be
submitted on a form preseribed by the Commission and all information

required must be correet and complete:]

(c) Information submitted by an applicant in a format other
than on a department form [an applicable form must be legible and]
must include the following:

(1) the name and address of the organization as it appears
on the application;

(2) the Texas taxpayer identification number or federal em-
ployer identification number; or, if sole owner, the individual's social
security number;

(3) astatement identifying the information submitted; and

(4) the signature, printed name, and telephone number of
the person authorized to submit the information. [information; and)]

licensing investigation period.]

(d) The department will review an application within [Within|
21 [ealendar] days of receipt. [after the Commission has received an
original application; the Commission will review the application and
notify the applicant if additional information is required:]
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(e) If an application is incomplete, the department
[Commission] will notify the applicant and, if applicable, the appli-
cant's commercial lessor [binge hall]. The applicant must provide the
requested information within 21 days after notification [ealendar days
of such notifieation]. If the applicant fails to respond [Eailure to re-
spond] within this timeframe, the department [timeframe] will consider

(2) [6)] Each individual representing the applicant at the
pre-licensing interview must sign a statement [from the persen or per-
sons attending the pre-licensing interview] that the individual is [they
are] aware of and will comply with the provisions of Occupations Code,

Chapter 2001 [the Bingo Enabling Aet] and the applicable rules in
Chapter 141 [Charitable Binge Administrative Rules].

[result in] the application [being deemed incomplete and] withdrawn
and refund the application fee, if applicable. The department will not
return the application or [and] any submitted documentation to the
applicant [will net be returned].

(f) An authorized organization [Eer an application to conduet
binge; an erganization] may [cheese to] submit an [the] application for
an original license [form] without [inelading] a bond or other security;
information regarding previously held licenses; justice precinct, city
or county certification; and information on intended playing location,
days, times, and starting date.

(1) All other information requested on the application and
the accompanying supplements must be complete and in compliance
with Occupations Code, Chapter 2001, and related rules [all other re-

quﬂemeﬂ%sef%heBmgeEﬂabhﬂgAetaﬂdthe@ha%ﬁableBmgeAd—
ministrative Rules].

(2) Within the [a] number of [ealendar] days specified
[required by the Commission] on the applicable forms, the authorized

(h) The department [Cemmission] may deny an application
based on information obtained during a pre-licensing interview or a
premises inspection that indicates the applicant's non- compliance with
Occupations Code, Chapter 2001 or the applicable rules in Chapter
141. [the provisions of the Bingo Enabling Act and/or the Charitable
Bmge Administrative Rules in connection with a pre-licensing inter-
view and/or location inspeetion:|

[(i) [Each licensed authorized organization issued a temporary
autherization is required to file timely and complete required reperts;
as applicable to the type of licensing activity requested-}

(i) [6)] A license applicant may withdraw an application at any
time prior to the approval or denial of the application by submitting a
written request to the department. Once the withdrawal [written] re-
quest [f9¥ withdrawal] is received by the depar‘cment [Commission, alt
processing of the application will eease and] the withdrawal is consid-
ered final and the license fee, if applicable, will be refunded consistent
with the provisions of Occupations Code, Chapter 2001. [Eicense ap-

organization must remit the required bond or other security to the
department [Commission] and submit the remaining information and
certification [inform the Commission] on the applicable supplemental
forms [of the intended playing location, days, times, and starting
date of the oceasions]. If the organization fails to remit [previde] the
required bond or other security and to provide [as well as] complete

and accurate supplemental [sepplement] forms within the required
timeframe, the department [Commission] will consider the application

withdrawn [deny the application].

(3) An authorized organization that has submitted [the ap-
propriate bond or other seeurity and] a complete application[; inelud-
ing all applicable supplemental forms;] must also submit [updated;]
certified meeting minutes, current as of the submission of the applica-
ble supplemental information, stating that the authorized organization
voted to conduct bingo at the licensed location.

(g) Priortoi ssulng [the issuanee of] a license, the department
[Cemmission] may require an applicant to attend a pre-licensing inter-
view or may perform an inspection under §141.705 (relating to Inspec-

tion of Premises).
(1) The department [Commission] will identify one or

provided for in the Bingo Enabling Aet:] The license applicant may
reapply for a license by submitting a [1f the erganization wants to reap-
ply for a license; a complete] new application and [rew] license fee, if

applicable[; are required].
() [()] [Voluntary surrender of a license:]

[(D] A license holder may cancel its license by completing
and submitting the applicable form to the department. [licensee may
mitted to the Commission the preseribed form:|

H2) ¥ surrendering a license to conduet binge, the pre-
seribed form must be signed by the binge chairperson-}

H3) ¥ surrendering any other type of license; the pre-
seribed form must be signed by the sele ewner; or by two efficers;
directors; limited lHability corperation members; or partners of the

(1) [€4)] The license cancellation will be [eancellation of

the license shall be final and] effective on the date the license holder
notifies the department or on the requested effective date if a future

more individuals [the persen or persons for the applicant] who must
attend the pre-licensing interview. At the interview, the department
will review [The pre-licensing interview will consist of; at a minimum,

the following]:

(A) [D)] Occupations Code, Chapter 2001 [review of
the Bingo Enabling Aet];

(B) [€2)] the applicable rules in Chapter 141; [review of
the Charitable Binge Administrative Rules:]

(C) [)] license holder [licensee] responsibilities;

(D) [4)] license application types and processing re-

quirements [proeess pertaining to the different types of license apph-
eation]; and

(E) [65)] bingo bookkeepmg and record keeping re-
quirements. [as it involves binge; and

date is requested. [upen receipt by the Charitable Binge Operations
Division of a copy of the resolution; or other authoritative statement

of the licensee requesting eancellation of the license and providing a
requested effective date:|
fied in the letter provided that the date has not passed-}

{(B) If no date is identified in the letter, or the date has
letter.]

(2) [65)] Notwithstanding cancellation of the license, the
license holder [heeﬁsee] must file all reports and returns, [reperts; re-
turns] and make all prize fee or other payments [remittances] required
by law.

(3) [€6)] The license holder must destroy [licensee shall
surrender] the license [to the Commission] on or before the effective
date of the license cancellation [surrender].
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(4) [€H] The department will notify [Cemmission will
send] the license holder that the license has been cancelled [licensee
a letter confirming the surrender and resulting cancellation of the
license].

(k) [D] [Administrative Hold:] A licensed authorized organ-
ization or commercial lessor, other than an association of licensed au-
thorized organizations, may request to place its regular license in ad-
ministrative hold [at any time].

(1) The [placement of a license in] administrative hold
shall be effective on the first day of the license period for which the
administrative hold is requested.

(2) The license holder [Licensee] shall submit [the license
in administrative hold; or] a certified statement that the license is not
available, to the department [Commission] no later than seven [(7) eal-
endar| days after the effective date of the [placement of the license in]
administrative hold.

(3) Once the license has been placed in administrative hold,
all bingo activity such as leasing or conducting bingo [(-e- leasing;
condueting binge)] must cease until the license holder [licensee] files
an amendment and the amended license is issued by the department
[Commission] and received by the license holder [licensee]. A licensed
authorized organization with its regular license in administrative hold
may not conduct bingo under a temporary license.

(4) Notwithstanding placement of the license in adminis-
trative hold, the license holder must: [licensee must file with the Com-
mission: |

(A) file with the department all applicable reports and[5]
returns; [and remittances required by law; and)]

(B) pay any prize fees owed; and

(C) [B)] submit a timely and complete license renewal
application [for renewal of the license each time the liecense is ripe for
rencwal].

(5) If at the time of license renewal, a licensed authorized
organization does not have a designated bingo playing location, the
department will place that license [will be placed] in administrative
hold.

(6) Except for licensed commercial lessors subject to
Occupations Code, §2001.152(b) [ef the Oceupation Code], a license
may not be in administrative hold for more than 12 [twelve (12)]
consecutive quarters.

(7) The fee for a license in administrative hold is set in
§141.404(d)(3) (relating to License Classes and Fees) [§402.404()(3)

of this Chapter].

(8) A license may be removed from administrative hold at
any time during a license period. To remove a license from administra-
tive hold, the license holder [licensee] must file a license amendment
application as provided in Occupations Code, §2001.306 [ef the Oe-
eupations Code] and §141.410 (relating to Amendment of a License -

General Provisions) [§402:410 ef this Chapter].

(1) The department shall obtain a fingerprint-based criminal
record history from the Department of Public Safety's criminal history

clearinghouse for:

(1) [6m)] each individual [Each persen] required to be
named in an application for a license under Occupations Code, Chap-
ter 2001, [the Binge Aet] other than a temporary license
under Oc: Occupatlons Code, §2001.103; and [will have a eriminal record
history inquiry at state and/or ﬂaﬂeﬂal level conducted: Such inquiry

may require submission of fingerprint card(s). EBI fingerprint cards
are required for an individual listed in an application for a distributer
or manufacturer's license and for an individual listed on an application
who is not a Texas resident. A criminal record history inquiry at the
state and/or national level may be conducted on]

(2) the operator and officer or director required to be

named in an application for a [nen-regular] temporary license under
Occupations Code, §2001.103. [the Bingo Enabling Aet]

(m) [6)] [Representation; personal receipt of documents: For
purpeses of this subsection; an individual shall be recognized by the
Commission as an applicant or licensee's authorized representative
only if the applicant or licensee has filed with the Commission a form
listed as directors; officers; or operators; or if they are identified on the
A persen is not an authorized representative of the applicant or licensee
unless speeifically named on a form preseribed by the Commission as
part of the application; or on the Authorization of Representation for
Binge Licenses form that is on file with the Commission:] Only an in-
dividual [these persens speeifically] named on an application [a] form
prescribed by the department [Cemmissien] or on the "Authorization
of Representation for Bingo Licenses" [Autherization of Representa-
tion for Binge Lieenses] form as an authorized representative [shall
be recognized by the Commission concerning any matter relating to
the licensing proecess or license: Only the applicant or licensee or
its authorized representative] may receive [from the Commission]
information or documents relating to the application or license from
the departmen department without being required to submit a request under
Government Code, Chapter 552 [the Public Information Aet].

§141.443. Transfer of a [Grandfathered Lessor's] Commercial
Lessor License.

(a) Consistent with Occupations Code, §2001.160, a licensed
commercial lessor may request department approval to transfer a com-
mercial lessor license by submitting a completed transfer application
form to the department.

[(a) "Grandfathered Lessor's License" means a commercial
lessor license that was in effect on June 10; 1989; and that has been in

(b) The department's [Commission's] approval to transfer a
grandfathered commercial lessor's license [Grandfathered Lessoer's
License from a current license holder] to a new license holder does not
transfer the grandfathered leasing rights. [The new license helder's
requirements set forth in Bingo Enabling Act §2001.152(a) (and any
sticeessor statute thereto).]

(¢) When a commercial lessor license is held by a legal entity,
a change in name or ownership is not considered a license transfer if
that entity's taxpayer number remains the same.

fe) A change in the name or the ewnership of a legal entity
that holds a grandfathered license does not constitute a transfer of the li-
$141.451.

Operating Capital.

(a) Definitions. The following words or terms, when used in
this chapter, shall have the following meanings, unless the context
clearly indicates otherwise.

(1) Average unit member operating capital--An amount
equal to the allowable retained operating capital of the unit divided by
the number of unit members.
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(2) Bingo account--A licensed authorized organization's or
unit's [Fhe] bingo checking account, bingo savings account, and bingo
fund petty cash [if binge funds; of a licensed authorized organization
or unit].

{3 Quarterly report-—-The Texas Bingo Quarterly Report-}

(3) [(H] Retained operating capital limit--The department-
authorized maximum amount of funds that may be retained in the bingo
account of a licensed authorized organization or unit.[; which is equal
to the efgaﬂi%aﬁea% or unit's actual quarterly average binge expenses;
exclading prizes paid; for the preceding license period but does net
exeeed $50;000 per erganization:]

(b) Maximum Balance. The bingo account balance of a
licensed authorized organization, reconciled to include outstanding
checks and deposits in transit, on the last day of each calendar quarter
may not exceed the total of:

(1) the organization's or unit's retained operating capital
limit;

(2) Dbingo prize fees [held in the binge aceount] to be paid to
the department [ Commissior] and local governments, or to be retained
under Occupations Code, [Binge Enabling Aet] §2001.502(b)(3); and

(3) net proceeds from the conduct of bingo for the current
quarter.

() Reported Balance. [Binge account funds may be trans-
and petty eash; where applieable:] A licensed authorized organization
or unit must include all [Al}] funds from the bingo checking account,
bingo savings account, and bingo petty cash [shall be ineladed] in the
bingo account balance reported on the applicable quarterly report on
the last day of each calendar quarter, including funds in transit between
the various accounts.

(d) Licensed Authorized Organization's Calculations.

(1) The retained operating capital limit for a licensed au-
thorized organization with a regular license will be calculated for each
[12-menth] period of the license.

(2) The retained operating capital limit for a licensed au-
thorized organization submitting the first renewal of its license to con-
duct bingo will be calculated based on the quarterly reports for the eight
[three (3)] calendar quarters immediately preceding the license start
date.

(3) The retained operating capital limit is effective for the
eight [feur (4)] calendar quarters beginning on the first day of the cal-
endar quarter immediately following the license start date.

(e) Accounting Unit's Calculations.

(1) The retained operating capital limit for an accounting
unit will be calculated based on the quarterly reports for the four [(4)]
quarter period beginning October 1 through September 30 [of each
year|.

(2) The retained operating capital limit for an accounting
unit is effective from January 1 through December 31 of each year.

(f) Retained Operating Capital Limit.

(1) A licensed authorized organization's or unit's most re-
cent quarterly report information at the time of the calculation will be
used to calculate its retained operating capital limit. Prize fees are not
included in calculation of operating capital if they are held in escrow for
payment [remittanee] to the department [eemmissier] or local govern-

ments or retained by a licensed organization under Occupations Code,
[Binge Enabling Aet] §2001.502(b)(3).
[€2)] [Retained Operating Capital Limits:]
(2) [EH)] The retained operating capital in the bingo account

of a licensed authorized organization may not exceed $100,000 [a total
of $50,000] for the first year of licensure.

(3) [€2)] The retained operating capital in the bingo account
of a newly formed unit may not exceed the total of the retained operat-
ing capital limits of all the licensed authorized organizations forming
the unit.

(4) [63)] If a licensed authorized organization joins a unit,
the retained operating capital in the unit's bingo account may be in-
creased by an amount that is equal to the average unit member operat-
ing capital, not to exceed $100,000 [a total of $50,000].

(5) [] If a licensed authorized organization withdraws
from a unit and will no longer utilize unit accounting, its retained oper-
ating capital limit will be equal to the average unit member operating
capital of the unit prior to withdrawal, not to exceed $100,000 [a total
of $50,000].

(6) [€65)] If a unit member withdraws, [Upen withdrawal of
a unit member;] the retained operating capital in the bingo account of
that [a] unit shall [must] be decreased by an amount [that is] equal to
the average unit member operating capital on [by] the last day of the
calendar quarter immediately following the unit member's withdrawal
date.

(7) A licensed authorized organization or unit may apply
to increase its retained operating capital limit under §141.453 (relating
to Request for Operating Capital Increase).

(g) Operating Capital Limit Notification. A licensed autho-
rized organization or unit may view the authorized operating capital
limit in the department's online portal.

fh) Reealeulation of Operating Capital}

D A licensed autherized organization or unit that files an
original or amended quarterly report for a period used to caleulate its re-
tained operating capital limit may submit a written request to the Com-
mission to re-caleulate the himit}

H2) A request to re-caleulate a retained operating eapital
limit must include:}

quarter that the original or amended quarterly report was filed; and]
B the signature of the bingoe chairperson if the request

is submitted by a licensed authorized erganization]; the unit manager
if the unit is managed by a unit manager; or the designated agent if the
unit is not managed by a unit manager]

) A licensed authorized organization or unit may apply for
an increase in its retained operating capital limit.]

) The failure of a licensed authorized organization or unit
to receive notification from the Commission of its retained operating

fdo Allnetproceeds in exeess of the retained operating eapital
limit must be disbursed in accordance with the Aet and Rules}
§141.453.  Request for Operating Capital Increase.

(a) Definitions. The following words or terms, when used in

this chapter, shall have the following meanings, unless the context
clearly indicates otherwise.
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(1) Force majeure--An unforeseen event beyond the con-
trol of the license holder that makes compliance with Occupations
Code, Chapter 2001, or applicable rules in Chapter 141, impossible.
An unforeseen event includes: [Seme unforeseen event beyond the
control of the licensed authorized organization or unit that results in
nen-compliance with speeifie seetions of the Aet or Rules:]

(A) anatural disaster such as a flood, hurricane, or wild-

fire;

(B) awide-spread disease outbreak such as an epidemic
or pandemic;

(C) a war, riot, strike, or act of terrorism; or

(D) agovernment-imposed facility or road closure.

(2) Request to increase [exeeed] the operating capital
limit--A department form which a licensed authorized organization
must complete and submit to request approval [An application to the
Bingo Operations Director in accordance with
and (5 of the Aet] to increase the retained operating capltal limit for
one organization or unit under Occupations Code, §§2001.451(h),
2001.451(j), or 2001.451(k).

(3) Retained operating capital--The amount of operating
capital the licensed authorized organization or unit retains in its [the
organization's or unit's] bingo account.

(b) Applying for a Request to Increase [Exeeed] Operating
Capital Limit.

(1) A licensed authorized organization or unit must submit
a request [requesting] to increase its operating capital limit to the de-
partment [must submit a written request] prior to the end of the quarter
for which the increase [in its retained operating eapital limit] is being
requested.

(2) The retained operating capital limit may not be
increased for the purpose of decreasing a licensed authorized organi-
zation's or unit's disbursement of net proceeds for charitable purposes.

(3) A request to increase [exeeed] the operating capital
limit must include the following:

(A) the total amount of retained operating capital re-
quested;

(B) the reason for the request;
(C) the period for the increase; and

(D) if the request is to exceed the $100,000 operating
capital limit, one [either] of the following:

(i) a credible business plan; [er]

(ii) _if licensed less than one year or closed for six
months or more, a detailed explanation and supporting documentation;
or

iii) [G)] [if the request is due to force majeure;]
documentation from government or recognized news [outside] sources
supporting force majeure or evidence of circumstances beyond the
control of the licensed authorized organization. [Examples of aceept-
able documents include newspaper articles; copies of local ordinance
changes; police or fire department reports; notification of road eon-
struction, or photographs.|

(4) A credible business plan for the organization's bingo
operation must [may] include the following:

(A) the stated charitable donation project goal [ef the
organization as it applies to the request];

{B) adetailed deseription of the charitable activities of
quest;}

(B) [€©)] a detailed description of the proposed charita-
ble activities for the time period of the request;

(C) [B)] a cost for the project goal; and

(D) [(E)] the period of time required to accomplish the
project goal.

fe) An erganization that has been licensed to conduet binge
for less than ene year may provide a detailed explanation of why the
increase in the operating capital limit is necessary in lieu of a credible
business plan-

(c) [€d)] The department [ Commission] may request additional
information or documentation [as needed to consider the request to ex-
ceed the operating eapital Limit).

[€e)] The licensed authorized organization or unit must pro-
vide all information or documentation requested by the department
[Commission] within 21 [ealendar] days [ef netice from the Commis-
ston|. Failure to provide information or documentation [requested by
the Commission] within that [the] time frame [indieated] may result in
disapproval of the request.

(d) [(D] [Criteria for Approval] The department
[Commission] shall consider the following criteria in approving

a request to increase [in the approval of requests to exeeed] the
operating capital limit:

(1) the reason or circumstances beyond the control of

the licensed authorized organization [erganizatien; including foree

majeure;] that necessitates the increase in retained operating capital;

(2) the prOJect goal and eventual charltable use of bingo

proceeds as regulre [applicable to the charitable pur-
peses as defined] in Occupations Code, §2001.454 [of the Aet];

(3) the necessity of the project goal;

(4) the amount of net proceeds from the licensed authorized
organization's or unit's bingo operations during the past one or more
years; and

(5) the length of time the licensed authorized organization
has conducted bingo and its compliance history.

(e) [€g)] The department [Within 21 ealendar days of reeeipt
of the written request to exceed the operating capital Hmit and all re-
quired attachments and decumentation; the Commissien]| will notify
the organization or unit in writing of the decision to approve or disap-
prove the request within 21 days of receiving the information necessary
to evaluate the request.

() [@9] An organization or unit may not increase its retained
operating capital until [t is] notified by the department that the request
is approved [Cemmission of the approval of the request].

) An organization or unit whese eircumstances or eredible
business plan changes may submit a new request}

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.
TRD-202602761
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Deanne Rienstra

General Counsel

Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation
Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 344-5392

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER E. BOOKS AND RECORDS
16 TAC §141.514
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The Department proposes amendments and new rules under
Occupations Code, §51.203 which authorizes the Texas Com-
mission of Licensing and Regulation (Commission), the Depart-
ment's governing body, to adopt rules as necessary to implement
these chapters and any other law establishing a program reg-
ulated by the Department; under Occupations Code, §51.207
which authorizes the Commission to adopt rules to require an
applicant or license holder to provide an e-mail address to the
Department and to require that any correspondence sent or re-
ceived by the Department be delivered electronically; under Oc-
cupations Code, §51.4011 which authorizes the Commission to
adopt rules to allow a license holder to place a license issued
by the Department on inactive status by submitting a form be-
fore license expiration and paying the required fee; under Occu-
pations Code, §2001.054, which authorizes the Commission to
adopt rules to enforce and administer Occupations Code, Chap-
ter 2001; under Occupations Code, §2001.0541, which autho-
rizes the Commission to adopt rules and guidelines as necessary
to comply with Chapter 53 when using criminal history record
information to issue or renew a bingo license or to list or re-
new the listing of an individual in the registry of approved bingo
workers; under Occupations Code, §2001.057, which authorizes
the Commission to adopt rules to govern the operations of the
bingo advisory committee; and to prohibit the committee's in-
volvement in committee member selection; under Occupations
Code, §2001.215, which authorizes the Commission to adopt
rules to require a holder of a manufacturer's or distributor's li-
cense to keep records and file reports; and under Occupations
Code, §2001.451, which authorizes the Commission to adopt
rules to allow a licensed authorized organization to retain an in-
creased amount of operating capital if the organization has con-
ducted bingo for less than one year, has been closed for at least
six months, has experienced circumstances beyond the control
of the organization which require additional operating capital, or
provides a credible business plan that requires additional oper-
ating capital.

The Department also proposes amendments under Government
Code, §411.0845, which authorizes the Department of Public
Safety to maintain an electronic clearinghouse and subscription
service for persons entitled to obtain criminal history records and
updates; and Government Code, §411.093, which establishes
the Department's statutory entitlement to receive criminal history
background information on an applicant or holder for a license
or registration issued by the Department.

The Department also proposes repeals, amendments, and new
rules under Government Code, §2001.004, which requires the
Department to adopt rules of practice stating the nature and re-
quirements of all available formal and informal procedures.

The statutory provisions affected by the proposed rules are in
Government Code, Chapters 411 and 2001, and Occupations

Code, Chapters 51, 52, 53, 55, and 2001. No other statutes,
articles, or codes are affected by the proposed rules.

§141.514. Electronic Funds [Fund] Transfers.

(a) Electronic Funds Transfer [Fund Transfers]. An electronic
funds transfer or EFT is the digital movement of money from one bank
account to another. [Eleetronie fund transfers (EET) refers to the trans-
fer of funds using a computer system, electronic terminal, telephone,
mobile phene; or other non-paper based method that may be used for
ments from an account:|

(b) Controls Over Electronic Funds [Fund] Transfers.

(1) Licensed authorized organizations or units must [shall]
use [for all EET transaetions] the same financial policies, procedures,
and controls that govern disbursement by check and the receipt of
funds into the bingo bank account for an EFT transaction consistent
with the requirements of Occupations Code, §2001.452, §141.505
[(See §2001.452 of the Bingo Enabling Act and §402.505 of this
chapter] (relating to Permissible Expense), and §141.506 [§402.506
of this ehapter] (relating to Disbursement Records Requirements)[J].

(2) The licensed authorized organization or unit must
[shall] implement the following controls for EFT transactions.

(A) Only an authorized person is [person(s) shall be]
allowed to execute an EFT transaction on behalf of the organization or

unit.

(B) The licensed authorized organization or unit must
document in writing a change in a person [shall maintain documenta-
tion of approval of changes in the persen{s)] authorized to execute an
EFT such as through [electronie funds transfers: Documentation may
inchade but is not limited to:] meeting minutes, bank account signature

cards, or copies of financial institution applications authorizing online
banking. [te the financial institution to autherize individuals aceess to
perform on-line banking in association with the bingo bank account or
unit bank account.]

(3) The bingo chairperson, or in the case of an accounting
unit, the individual authorized in writing by each unit member's bingo
chairperson, and bookkeeper must [shall] review accounting records
and bank statements to ensure that only authorized EFTs are executed.
Each EFT must [shall] be accounted for when completing monthly
bank reconciliations.

(¢) Recordkeeping for Electronic Funds Transfers.

(1) EFT receipts into the bingo bank account must [shall]
be recorded in the accounting records. At a minimum the organization
or unit must record the following information [regarding EET receipts]:

(A) payer name;

(B) amount paid,

(C) date paid;

(D) purpose of the funds received; and

(E) the EFT confirmation receipt, if provided.

(2) The organization or unit must [shall] maintain in its ac-
counting records a copy of each EFT payment transaction together with
the invoice or billing statement. The following information must be
maintained supporting the payment:

(A) payee name;

(B) amount paid;
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(C) date paid,;
(D) account number from which the transfer is made;
(E) nature of payment;

(F) the name of the person executing the EFT transac-
tion on behalf of the organization or unit; and

(G) the EFT confirmation receipt, if provided.

(3) All records relating to electronic fund transfers into or
out of the bingo checking account of a licensed authorized organization
or unit must be retained for a period of not less than 48 months [feur

years).

Kd) bi os or M cation of .
Transfers: The bingo chairperson or other person authorized to sign
institution immediately to report problems or if it is suspected that
someeone has aceess to the bingo bank account witheut autherizatien-}
The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-

posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602762

Deanne Rienstra

General Counsel

Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation
Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 344-5392

¢ ¢ ¢
16 TAC §141.515
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The Department proposes amendments and new rules under
Occupations Code, §51.203 which authorizes the Texas Com-
mission of Licensing and Regulation (Commission), the Depart-
ment's governing body, to adopt rules as necessary to implement
these chapters and any other law establishing a program reg-
ulated by the Department; under Occupations Code, §51.207
which authorizes the Commission to adopt rules to require an
applicant or license holder to provide an e-mail address to the
Department and to require that any correspondence sent or re-
ceived by the Department be delivered electronically; under Oc-
cupations Code, §51.4011 which authorizes the Commission to
adopt rules to allow a license holder to place a license issued
by the Department on inactive status by submitting a form be-
fore license expiration and paying the required fee; under Occu-
pations Code, §2001.054, which authorizes the Commission to
adopt rules to enforce and administer Occupations Code, Chap-
ter 2001; under Occupations Code, §2001.0541, which autho-
rizes the Commission to adopt rules and guidelines as necessary
to comply with Chapter 53 when using criminal history record
information to issue or renew a bingo license or to list or re-
new the listing of an individual in the registry of approved bingo
workers; under Occupations Code, §2001.057, which authorizes
the Commission to adopt rules to govern the operations of the
bingo advisory committee; and to prohibit the committee's in-
volvement in committee member selection; under Occupations
Code, §2001.215, which authorizes the Commission to adopt
rules to require a holder of a manufacturer's or distributor's li-
cense to keep records and file reports; and under Occupations
Code, §2001.451, which authorizes the Commission to adopt

rules to allow a licensed authorized organization to retain an in-
creased amount of operating capital if the organization has con-
ducted bingo for less than one year, has been closed for at least
six months, has experienced circumstances beyond the control
of the organization which require additional operating capital, or
provides a credible business plan that requires additional oper-
ating capital.

The Department also proposes amendments under Government
Code, §411.0845, which authorizes the Department of Public
Safety to maintain an electronic clearinghouse and subscription
service for persons entitled to obtain criminal history records and
updates; and Government Code, §411.093, which establishes
the Department's statutory entitlement to receive criminal history
background information on an applicant or holder for a license
or registration issued by the Department.

The Department also proposes repeals, amendments, and new
rules under Government Code, §2001.004, which requires the
Department to adopt rules of practice stating the nature and re-
quirements of all available formal and informal procedures.

The statutory provisions affected by the proposed rules are in
Government Code, Chapters 411 and 2001, and Occupations
Code, Chapters 51, 52, 53, 55, and 2001. No other statutes,
articles, or codes are affected by the proposed rules.

§141.515.  Equipment and Supply Transactions.

(a) Occupations Code, §2001.407 applies to all equipment and
supply transactions.

(b) A licensed authorized organization that receives a card-
minding device from another licensed authorized organization must:

(1) maintain a record showing receipt of the card-minding

device;

(2) provide a copy of the record to the licensed authorized
organization from which the card-minding device was received; and

(3) each licensed authorized organization must maintain
related receipts and records for 48 months.

(c) A licensed authorized organization must submit a form to
the department to request approval to sell unused or reusable hard bingo
cards, or a used bingo flash board or blower, prior to selling these items
to another licensed authorized organization. A licensed authorized or-
ganization may not sell any other bingo supplies or bingo equipment
to another licensed authorized organization.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602766

Deanne Rienstra

General Counsel

Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation
Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 344-5392
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SUBCHAPTER G. COMPLIANCE AND
ENFORCEMENT
16 TAC §141.702
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STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The Department proposes amendments and new rules under
Occupations Code, §51.203 which authorizes the Texas Com-
mission of Licensing and Regulation (Commission), the Depart-
ment's governing body, to adopt rules as necessary to implement
these chapters and any other law establishing a program reg-
ulated by the Department; under Occupations Code, §51.207
which authorizes the Commission to adopt rules to require an
applicant or license holder to provide an e-mail address to the
Department and to require that any correspondence sent or re-
ceived by the Department be delivered electronically; under Oc-
cupations Code, §51.4011 which authorizes the Commission to
adopt rules to allow a license holder to place a license issued
by the Department on inactive status by submitting a form be-
fore license expiration and paying the required fee; under Occu-
pations Code, §2001.054, which authorizes the Commission to
adopt rules to enforce and administer Occupations Code, Chap-
ter 2001; under Occupations Code, §2001.0541, which autho-
rizes the Commission to adopt rules and guidelines as necessary
to comply with Chapter 53 when using criminal history record
information to issue or renew a bingo license or to list or re-
new the listing of an individual in the registry of approved bingo
workers; under Occupations Code, §2001.057, which authorizes
the Commission to adopt rules to govern the operations of the
bingo advisory committee; and to prohibit the committee's in-
volvement in committee member selection; under Occupations
Code, §2001.215, which authorizes the Commission to adopt
rules to require a holder of a manufacturer's or distributor's li-
cense to keep records and file reports; and under Occupations
Code, §2001.451, which authorizes the Commission to adopt
rules to allow a licensed authorized organization to retain an in-
creased amount of operating capital if the organization has con-
ducted bingo for less than one year, has been closed for at least
six months, has experienced circumstances beyond the control
of the organization which require additional operating capital, or
provides a credible business plan that requires additional oper-
ating capital.

The Department also proposes amendments under Government
Code, §411.0845, which authorizes the Department of Public
Safety to maintain an electronic clearinghouse and subscription
service for persons entitled to obtain criminal history records and
updates; and Government Code, §411.093, which establishes
the Department's statutory entitlement to receive criminal history
background information on an applicant or holder for a license
or registration issued by the Department.

The Department also proposes repeals, amendments, and new
rules under Government Code, §2001.004, which requires the
Department to adopt rules of practice stating the nature and re-
quirements of all available formal and informal procedures.

The statutory provisions affected by the proposed rules are in
Government Code, Chapters 411 and 2001, and Occupations
Code, Chapters 51, 52, 53, 55, and 2001. No other statutes,
articles, or codes are affected by the proposed rules.

§141.702. Disqualifying Convictions and Criminal History Guide-

bility determination [such determinations pursuant to this section. The
Commission will not apply Chapter 53; Ocecupations Code; to officers;
directors; or shareholders of; or other individuals associated with; an
applicant that is a non-individual business entity].

(b) Occupations Code, §§ 2001.105(b), 2001.154(a),
2001.202, and 2001.207 restrict the eligibility for certain persons to
hold a license based on a gambling, gambling-related, or criminal
fraud conviction. [ any of the following persons have been convicted
of a gambling or gambling-related offense;, or eriminal fraud; the
applicant for a license or a listing in the registry of approved binge
wotkers will not be eligible for a new or renewal license or registry
listing; as applicable: theappheaﬂ%e%fefaﬂappkeamfefaheeﬂse

contendere pleas) shall be a permanent bar to the applicant obtaining
a license or registry listing.]

(1) The department considers a disqualifying [Commission
deems any] gambling or gambling-related conviction [effense] to be a
conviction of an offense under:

(A) [eny offense listed in] Penal Code, Chapter 47[;

(B) [the offense of] Penal Code, §71.02(a)(2)[; Engag-
ing in Organized Criminal Activity]; or

(C) the laws of another state, the United States, or a for-
eign jurisdiction, if the offense contains elements that are substantially
similar to the elements of a crime in subparagraph (A) or (B) of this
paragraph [any offense committed; including in anether state or Fed-
eral jurisdiction; involving substantially similar conduet as an offense
cited in Penal Code Chapter 47 or §71-02(a)(2)].

(2) Except for Class C misdemeanors, the department
considers a disqualifying criminal fraud conviction [The Commission
deems any offense invelving eriminal fraud] to be a conviction under
[any offense listed in the following Penal Code Chapters and as
deseribed below; with the exeeption of Class € misdemeaners]:

(A) Penal Code, Chapter 32[; Fraud];
(B) Penal Code, Chapter 35[; Insurance Eraud];
(C) Penal Code, Chapter 35A[; Medicaid Eraud]; or

(D) thelaws of another state, the United States, or a for-
eign jurisdiction, if the offense contains elements that are substantially
similar to the elements of a crime in subparagraph (A), (B), or (C) of
this paragraph. [Any effense committed; including in another state or
Eederal jurisdiction; invelving substantially similar conduet as an ap-
plicable offense under these enumerated Penal Code; Chapters 32; 35;
or 35A:]

(¢) Under Occupations Code, §51.2011, the commission has
a duty to exercise strict control and close supervision over the con-
duct of charitable bingo to ensure that bingo is fairly conducted and

lines.

(a) The department [Commission] shall determine, consistent
with the requirements of Occupations Code, Chapters 53 and 2001,
[Oecupations Code;] whether a criminal conviction affects [eonvietions
affect] the eligibility of an applicant for an original [a new] or renewal
license or listing in the registry of approved bingo workers [under the
Bingo Enabling Aet (BEA)]. The director [ef the Charitable Binge Op-
erations Division (Direetor)] shall have the authority to make an eligi-

the proceeds derived from bingo are used for an authorized purpose.
Because bingo games are largely cash-based operations providing op-
portunities for individuals to have access to cash or products that may
be exchanged for cash, the department finds that under the factors listed
in Occupations Code, §53.022, convictions for offenses that call into
question an applicant's honesty, integrity, or trustworthiness in han-
dling funds or dealing with the public, directly relate to the duties and
responsibilities of license holders and bingo workers. Such offenses

51 TexReg 4650 July 17, 2026 Texas Register



include crimes under the laws of another state, the United States, or a
foreign jurisdiction, if the offense contains elements that are substan-

(e) Upon notification of the department's intent to deny an
original or renewal application or registry listing, an applicant may

tially similar to the elements of an offense under Texas law. This list of

provide documentation of mitigating factors for the department to

offenses is in addition to offenses that are independently disqualifying

consider consistent with Occupations Code, §53.023. An applicant

under Occupations Code, §53.021, and include the following:
(1) Penal Code, Chapter 30, except:
(A) Penal Code, §30.05; and
(B) Penal Code, §30.06;
(2) Penal Code, Chapter 31, except:
(A) Penal Code, §31.07;
(B) Penal Code, §31.12;
(C) Penal Code, §31.13; and
(D) Penal Code, §31.14;
(3) Penal Code, Chapter 33, except:
(A) Penal Code, §33.05; and
(B) Penal Code, §33.07;
(4) Penal Code, Chapter 34;
(5) Penal Code, Chapter 36, except Penal Code, §36.07;
(6) Penal Code, Chapter 37,
(7) Penal Code, Chapter 71;
(8) Tex. Health and Safety Code, Chapter 481; and

(9) offenses of attempting or conspiring to commit any of
the above offenses.

determine an applicant to be ineligible for a new or renewal license or
a registry listing based on a criminal conviction for:]
HH An offense that direetly relates to the duties and re-
bilities of the I | of roei | activity:]
f2) An offense under Article 42A-054 of the Code of
3 A sexually violent effense; as defined by Artiele
62.001 of the Code of Criminal Procedure]

(d) The list of offenses in subsection (¢) is intended to provide
guidance and is not exhaustive of the offenses that may relate to a li-
cense or registry listing under Occupations Code, Chapter 2001. After
due consideration of the circumstances of the criminal act and its rela-
tionship to the position of trust involved in the regulated occupation,
the department may find that an offense not described in subsection (c)
also makes a person ineligible to hold a license or be a registered bingo
worker based on the criteria in Occupations Code, §53.022.

fd) For offenses that do not fall under subsection (b) or (&)
of this section; such as offenses for which a person pleaded nelo con-
tendere and/or received deferred adjudication and court supervision;
and exeept as provided in subsection (a) of this seetion; the Commis-
sion may apply the provisions of Chapter 53; Oeeupations Cede; to
determine whether or not the applicant is eligible for a new or renewal
license; or registry listing; under the BEA- For purpeses of applying
jadication for a gambling or gambling-related offense; or a eriminal
fraud offense; to be a conviction in accordance with §53.021(d); Oceu-
patiens Cede]

must provide documentation to the department no later than 30 days
after the department notifies the applicant of its intent to deny the
application or listing, unless the department agrees to extend the

deadline in writing.

fe) Beecause the Commission has a duty to exereise striet con-
trol and close supervision over the conduct of Charitable Bingo to
uals to have access to cash and/or products that may be exchanged for
integrity; or trustworthiness in handling funds or dealing with the pub-
lie; direetly relate to the duties and respoensibilities of licensed and reg-
istered activities under the BEA. The Commission deems convictions
Gneluding deferred adjudications and/or nolo contendere pleas) foreer-
tain misdemeanor and felony offenses to directly relate to the fitness of
a new or renewal applicant for a license or registry listing under the
BEA- Such offenses include the following:}

B Penal@ed%&%%espassby%dereﬂﬂeense
to Carry Concealed Handgun:]

H2) Penal Code; Chapter 31; Theft; with the exception of:}
fA) Penal Code; §31.07, Unautherized Use of a Vehi-

eles}

HB) Penal Code; §3112; Theft of or Tampering with
Multichannel Video or Information Services;]

HES) Penal Code; §31-13; Manufaeture; Distributien; or
and]

[(D) Penal Code, §31.14, Sale or Lease of Multichannel
Video or Information Services Device:]

[(A) Penal Code, §33.05, Tampering With Direct

{B) Penal Code; §33-07 Online Impersonations}

[(4) Penal Code, Chapter 34, Moncy Laundering:]

H5) Penal Code; Chapter 36; Bribery and Corrupt Influ-
rariun;]

[(6) Penal Code. Chapter 37, Perjury and Other Falsifica-

[ Penal Code; Chapter 71; Organized Crime:]

[(8) Tex. Health and Safety Code, Chapter 481, Manufac-
ture; Delivery, or Possession with Intent to Deliver Controlled Sub-
stanees; and]

H9) Any effense committed; including in another state or
Federal jurisdiction involving substantially similar conduct as an of-
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fense in the applicable sections of Penal Code; Chapters 30,31, 33, 34;
36, 37, 71, Tex. Health and Safety Code, Chapter 481, or the BEA.}

(f) If the department determines that an applicant is not eligi-
ble for an original or renewal license or registry listing because of a
disqualifying criminal conviction or other criminal offense, the depart-
ment shall deny the license or registry listing and notify the applicant
by certified mail, regular mail, and email, if available.

D In determining whether a eriminal econviction direetly re-
lates to the duties and responsibilities of the licensed or registered ae-

[ The nature and seriousness of the erime;]

{2y The relationship of the erime to the purpeses for which
the individual seeks to engage in the regulated conduet;}

[(3) The extent to which the regulated conduct might offer
an opportunity to engage in further eriminal activity of the same type
as the previous convietion:}

4y The relationship of the convietion to the eapaeity re-
quired to perform the regulated conduet; and}

[(5) Any other factors appropriate under Chapters 53 or the
BEA; inclading whether a history of multiple convictions or serious
conviction(s) would cause an applicant to pose a threat to the safety of
binge participants or workers-}

(g) An applicant may contest a denial of a license or registry
listing or suspension under §141.700 (relating to Denials; Suspensions;
Revocations; Hearings).

Ke) for . . . line or
bling-related offenses; a conviction; deferred adjudication; or nele
contendere plea for a Class € misdemeaner; or traffie offenses; and
similar offenses in other state or Eederal jurisdictions with a similar
range of punishment as a Class € misdemeaner; will net be considered
to be a disqualifying offense for purpeses of this seetion-}

ie:y) {f the Commission determines that an appheam has a

in determining whether to take an action against the applicant:}
HH the extent and nature of the person's past eriminal ae-

3 %heameaﬂtef&me%hathaselapsedsiﬂee%hep&se#s

4 %heeeﬁduetaﬂdwerkaeﬂwtyef%hep%seﬁbefereaﬁd
after the eriminal aetivity:]

5) evidence of the person's rehabilitation or rehabilitative
effort while incarcerated or after release;}

6) evidence of the person's compliance with any eondi-
ﬁefeemmum&ysupemsm&paml&efmﬁﬂdﬁ%e%ysupw

5 Upen netification of the Commission's intent to deny a
new or renewal application or registry listing; an applicant may pro-
tation mast be provided to the Commission no later than 30 days after
the Commission provides netice to an applicant of a denial; unless the

deadline is extended in writing or through e-mail by autherized Com-
netehglbleﬁe%aﬂewerfen%heeﬂseeﬂeg&s&yhs&ngbee&useefa
disqualifying eriminal eonviction or other eriminal offense; the Com-
mission shall take action autherized by statute or Commission rule}

& A dental or suspension of a new or renewal application un-
der this section may be contested by the applicant pursuant to §402.700
of this chapter.]

HH The Director shall issue guidelines relating to the practice
tion; and may issue amendments to the guidelines as the Director deems
The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602763

Deanne Rienstra

General Counsel

Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation
Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 344-5392

¢ ¢ ¢

TITLE 31. NATURAL RESOURCES AND
CONSERVATION

PART 2. TEXAS PARKS AND
WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT

CHAPTER 51. EXECUTIVE
SUBCHAPTER E. LEAVE POOLS

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department proposes the repeal of
31 TAC §§51.141 - 51.143 and new §51.141, concerning Leave
Pools. The proposed new rule would consolidate all provisions
governing leave pools administered by the agency in a single,
generic regulation applicable to all leave pools.

The proposed repeals and new rule either implement or are con-
sistent with the recommendations of the Texas Regulatory Effi-
ciency Office within the Office of the Governor.

Robert Macdonald, Regulations Coordinator, has determined
that for each of the first five years that the repeal and new rule
as proposed are in effect, there will be no fiscal implications
to state or local governments as a result of administering or
enforcing the rules.

Mr. Macdonald also has determined that for each of the first five
years the rules as proposed are in effect, the public benefit an-
ticipated as a result of enforcing or administering the proposed
rules will be execution of the recommendations of the Texas Reg-
ulatory Efficiency Office within the Office of the Governor.

There will be no adverse economic effect on persons required to
comply with the rules as proposed.

Under the provisions of Government Code, Chapter 2006, a
state agency must prepare an economic impact statement and a
regulatory flexibility analysis for a rule that may have an adverse
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economic effect on small businesses, micro-businesses, or rural
communities. As required by Government Code, §2006.002(g),
the Office of the Attorney General has prepared guidelines to as-
sist state agencies in determining a proposed rule's potential ad-
verse economic impact on small businesses, microbusinesses,
and rural communities. Those guidelines state that an agency
need only consider a proposed rule's direct adverse economic
impacts to determine if any further analysis is required. For that
purpose, the department considers "direct economic impact" to
mean a requirement that would directly impose recordkeeping or
reporting requirements; impose taxes or fees; result in lost sales
or profits; adversely affect market competition; or require the pur-
chase or modification of equipment or services. The department
has determined that the proposed rules do not affect small busi-
nesses, micro-businesses, or rural communities; therefore, nei-
ther the economic impact statement nor the regulatory flexibility
analysis described in Government Code, Chapter 2006, is re-
quired.

The department has not drafted a local employment impact
statement under the Administrative Procedures Act, §2001.022,
as the agency has determined that the rules as proposed will
not impact local economies.

The department has determined that Government Code,
§2001.0225 (Regulatory Analysis of Major Environmental
Rules), does not apply to the proposed rules.

The department has determined that there will not be a taking of
private real property, as defined by Government Code, Chapter
2007, as a result of the proposed rules.

In compliance with the requirements of Government Code,
§2001.0221, the department has prepared the following Govern-
ment Growth Impact Statement (GGIS). The rules as proposed,
if adopted, will neither create nor eliminate a government
program; not result in an increase or decrease in the number
of full-time equivalent employee needs; not result in a need
for additional General Revenue funding; not affect the amount
of any fee; not create a new regulation; not limit, expand, or
repeal an existing regulation; neither increase nor decrease the
number of individuals subject to regulation; and not positively or
adversely affect the state's economy.

Comments on the proposed rules may be submitted to
Robert Macdonald, (512) 389-4775, email: robert.macdon-
ald@tpwd.texas.gov. Comments also may be submitted via
the department's website at http://www.tpwd.texas.gov/busi-
ness/feedback/public_comment/.

31 TAC §§51.141 - 51.143

The repeals are proposed under the authority of Government
Code, §661.002, which requires the governing body of each
state agency to adopt rules to prescribe procedures relating
to the operation of the agency's sick leave pool; Government
Code, §661.022, which requires the governing body of each
state agency to adopt rules to prescribe procedures relating
to the operation of the agency's family leave pool; and Parks
and Wildlife Code, §11.0183, which requires the commission to
adopt rules to create and administer a peace officer legislative
leave pool.

The proposed repeals affect Government Code, Chapter 661,
and Parks and Wildlife Code, Chapter 11.

$§51.141.  Sick Leave Pool.
$51.142.  Family Leave Pool.

$§51.143.  Peace Officer Legislative Leave Pool.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602722

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4774

¢ ¢ ¢

31 TAC §51.141

The new rule is proposed under the authority of Government
Code, §661.002, which requires the governing body of each
state agency to adopt rules to prescribe procedures relating
to the operation of the agency's sick leave pool; Government
Code, §661.022, which requires the governing body of each
state agency to adopt rules to prescribe procedures relating
to the operation of the agency's family leave pool; and Parks
and Wildlife Code, §11.0183, which requires the commission to
adopt rules to create and administer a peace officer legislative
leave pool.

The proposed new rule affects Government Code, Chapter 661,
and Parks and Wildlife Code, Chapter 11.

$51.141.  Leave Pools.

(a) The following leave pools are established for the benefit of
eligible department employees.

(1) Sick Leave Pool. Provides for alleviation of hardship
caused to an employee and their family if catastrophic illness or injury
forces the employee to exhaust all leave time earned by the employee
and lose compensation from the state.

(2) Family Leave Pool. Provides flexibility in bonding and
caring for children during a child's first year following birth, adoption,
or foster placement, and caring for a seriously ill family member or the
employee.

(3) Peace Officer Legislative Leave Pool. Provides peace
officers commissioned by the department with the opportunity to use
annual leave or compensatory time donated to the pool for use as leg-
islative leave on behalf of a law enforcement association.

(b) The director of human resources is designated as the pool
administrator for each pool established under this section.

(c) The pool administrator, with the advice and consent of the
executive director, shall establish operating procedures consistent with
the requirements of this section and applicable law governing operation

of each pool.

(d) Donations to each pool are strictly voluntary.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.
TRD-202602723
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mailto:ald@tpwd.texas.gov

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4774

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER H. GENERAL PLAN FOR
PRESCRIBED BURNING ON TPWD LANDS
31 TAC §51.170

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department proposes an amend-
ment to 31 Texas Administrative Code §51.170, concerning Gen-
eral Plan for Prescribed Burning on TPWD Lands. The proposed
amendment would eliminate superfluous provisions that are not
required by statute and need not be prescribed by rule.

The proposed amendment either implements or is consistent
with the recommendations of the Texas Regulatory Efficiency Of-
fice within the Office of the Governor.

Robert Macdonald, Regulations Coordinator, has determined
that for each of the first five years that the rule as proposed
is in effect, there will be no fiscal implications to state or local
governments as a result of administering or enforcing the rule.

Mr. Macdonald also has determined that for each of the first five
years the rule as proposed is in effect, the public benefit antici-
pated as a result of enforcing or administering the proposed rule
will be execution of the recommendations of the Texas Regula-
tory Efficiency Office within the Office of the Governor.

There will be no adverse economic effect on persons required to
comply with the rule as proposed.

Under the provisions of Government Code, Chapter 2006, a
state agency must prepare an economic impact statement and a
regulatory flexibility analysis for a rule that may have an adverse
economic effect on small businesses, micro-businesses, or rural
communities. As required by Government Code, §2006.002(g),
the Office of the Attorney General has prepared guidelines to as-
sist state agencies in determining a proposed rule's potential ad-
verse economic impact on small and microbusinesses and rural
communities. Those guidelines state that an agency need only
consider a proposed rule's direct adverse economic impacts to
determine if any further analysis is required. For that purpose,
the department considers "direct economic impact" to mean are-
quirement that would directly impose recordkeeping or reporting
requirements; impose taxes or fees; result in lost sales or profits;
adversely affect market competition; or require the purchase or
modification of equipment or services. The department has de-
termined that the proposed rules do not affect small businesses,
micro-businesses, or rural communities; therefore, neither the
economic impact statement nor the regulatory flexibility analysis
described in Government Code, Chapter 20086, is required.

The department has not drafted a local employment impact
statement under the Administrative Procedures Act, §2001.022,
as the agency has determined that the rule as proposed will not
impact local economies.

The department has determined that Government Code,
§2001.0225 (Regulatory Analysis of Major Environmental
Rules), does not apply to the proposed rule.

The department has determined that there will not be a taking of
private real property, as defined by Government Code, Chapter
2007, as a result of the proposed rule.

In compliance with the requirements of Government Code,
§2001.0221, the department has prepared the following Govern-
ment Growth Impact Statement (GGIS). The rule as proposed,
if adopted, will, neither create nor eliminate a government
program; not result in an increase or decrease in the number
of full-time equivalent employee needs; not result in a need
for additional General Revenue funding; not affect the amount
of any fee; not create a new regulation; not limit, expand, or
repeal an existing regulation; neither increase nor decrease the
number of individuals subject to regulation; and not positively or
adversely affect the state's economy.

Comments on the proposed rule may be submitted to
Robert Macdonald, (512) 389-4775, email: robert.macdon-
ald@tpwd.texas.gov. Comments also may be submitted via
the department's website at http://www.tpwd.texas.gov/busi-
ness/feedback/public_comment/.

The amendment is proposed under Parks and Wildlife Code,
§11.353, which requires the commission to adopt, and requires
the department to implement, a general plan for the use of ben-
eficial prescribed burns on department lands.

The proposed amendment affects Parks and Wildlife Code,
Chapter 11.

§51.170. General Plan for Prescribed Burning on TPWD Lands.

(a) The department's [ is the intent of the department that the
department's] General Plan for Prescribed Burning on TPWD Lands

(Plan) is adopted by reference and complies [eomply] with the require-
ments of the prescribed burn plan required by Parks and Wildlife Code,
§11.353 [§H-351].

fb) The department's General Plan for Preseribed Burning on
TPWD Lands is adopted by reference-}

(b) [€e)] For the benefit of interested parties, the [The] depart-
ment will maintain the current version of the [General] Plan, including
[for Prescribed Burning on TPWD Lands on the department's website at

aleng with the] contact information of appropri-

ate depar‘cment staff on the department website at www.tpwd.texas.gov
[for the benefit of interested parties].

() [€d)] When [ihedepaﬂmerﬁwiﬂpubﬁshﬂeﬁeemehe
Texas Register and seek input from interested parties when| major
modifications to the [General] Plan [for Preseribed Burning on TRPWD
Lands] (such as changes in procedures or notification processes) are
contemplated, the department will provide notice of opportunity for
public comment in the Texas Register and on the department website [~
Public netice of an oppeortunity to comment will be provided] at least
30 days prior to the effective date of any changes to the Plan [peliey].
The public notice will describe the proposed modifications and the
reasons for the modifications, and how comments on the proposed
modifications may be submitted to the department.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.
TRD-202602724
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James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775
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SUBCHAPTER J. CONTRACT DISPUTE
RESOLUTION

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department proposes the repeal
of 31 TAC §§51.203, 51.208, 51.211, 51.216, 51.218, 51.221,
51.222, and 51.225, and amendments to §§51.201, 51.202,
51.205, 51.207, 51.209, 51.210, 51.213 - 51.215, and 51.220,
concerning Contract Dispute Resolution. In general, the pro-
posed repeals and amendments eliminate recapitulation of
statutory provisions that stand alone and therefore need not be
in rule, consolidate current provisions of the rules in fewer sec-
tions of the Texas Administrative Code, and make opportunistic
nonsubstantive changes as needed to maintain grammatical
sense structural parallelism.

The proposed amendment to §51.201, concerning Definitions,
would make minor grammatical changes.

The proposed amendment to §51.202, concerning Prerequisites
to Suit, would add the provisions of current §51.203, concern-
ing Sovereign Immunity, which is proposed for repeal, as new
subsection (b), retitle the section accordingly, and replace ref-
erences to "chapter" with references to "subchapter," for formal
accuracy.

The proposed amendment to §51.205, concerning Agency
Counterclaim, would capitalize the first letter of subsection
(a) to correct a grammatical error in the current rule and alter
subsection (d) to reference the 60-day term identified in statute.

The proposed amendment to §51.207, concerning Duty to Nego-
tiate, would incorporate the provisions of current §51.208, con-
cerning Timetable, which is proposed for repeal, as new subsec-
tions (b) - (i), make conforming changes to internal citations and
references to statutory requirements, where necessary, and reti-
tle the section accordingly.

The proposed amendment to §51.209, concerning Conduct of
Negotiation, would alter internal citations to reflect the proposed
repeal of §51.225, concerning Alternative Dispute Resolution.

The proposed amendment to §51.210, concerning Negotia-
tion Settlements, would incorporate the provisions of current
§51.211, concerning Settlement Agreement, which is proposed
for repeal, as new subsections (b) - (d), and retitle the section
accordingly.

The proposed amendment to §51.213, concerning Request for
Contested Case Hearing, would alter internal citations to reflect
the proposed amendment to §51.207, concerning Duty to Nego-
tiate.

The proposed amendment to §51.214, concerning Mediation
Timetable, would incorporate the provisions of current §51.216,
concerning Agreement to Mediate, which is proposed for repeal,
as new subsections (c) and (d), conform time periods to those
stipulated by statute, and retitle the section accordingly.

The proposed amendment to §51.215, concerning Conduct
of Mediation, would incorporate the provisions of current

§51.218(a), concerning Confidentiality of Mediation and Final
Settlement Agreement, which is being proposed for repeal, as
new subsection (d) for topical consistency.

The proposed amendment to §51.220, concerning Settlement
Approval Procedures, would incorporate the provisions of cur-
rent §51.221, concerning Initial Settlement Agreement, which is
proposed for repeal, as new subsection (b); the provisions of
§51.222, concerning Final Settlement Agreement, which is pro-
posed for repeal, as new subsection (c); and the provisions of
current §51.218(b), concerning Confidentiality of Mediation and
Final Settlement Agreement (which is proposed for repeal), as
new subsection (d), and retitle the section accordingly. The pro-
posed amendment inserts the words "initial" and "final" where
needed to reflect the fact that those phases of the process would
be in one section rather than separate sections and therefore
should be identified where applicable.

The proposed repeals and amendments either implement or are
consistent with the recommendations of the Texas Regulatory
Efficiency Office within the Office of the Governor.

Robert Macdonald, Regulations Coordinator, has determined
that for each of the first five years that the rules as proposed
are in effect, there will be no fiscal implications to state or local
governments as a result of administering or enforcing the rules
as proposed, as the proposed amendments are nonsubstantive.

Mr. Macdonald also has determined that that for each of the
first five years that the rules as proposed are in effect the public
benefit anticipated as a result of enforcing or administering the
proposed rules will be execution of the recommendations of the
Texas Regulatory Efficiency Office with the Office of the Gover-
nor.

There will be no adverse economic impacts to persons required
to comply with the rules as proposed.

Under provisions of Government Code, Chapter 2006, a state
agency must prepare an economic impact statement and a regu-
latory flexibility analysis for a rule that may have an adverse eco-
nomic effect on small businesses, micro-businesses, and rural
communities. As required by Government Code, §2006.002(g),
the Office of the Attorney General issued guidelines to assist
state agencies in determining a proposed rule's potential ad-
verse economic impact on small businesses. Those guidelines
state that an agency need only consider a proposed rule's "direct
adverse economic impacts" to small businesses and micro-busi-
nesses to determine if any further analysis is required. For that
purpose, the department considers "direct economic impact" to
mean a requirement that would directly impose recordkeeping
or reporting requirements; impose taxes or fees; result in lost
sales or profits; adversely affect market competition; or require
the purchase or modification of equipment or services. The de-
partment has determined that the proposed rules do not affect
small businesses and micro-businesses; therefore, neither the
economic impact statement nor the regulatory flexibility analysis
described in Government Code, Chapter 2006, is required.

The department has not drafted a local employment impact
statement under the Administrative Procedures Act, §2001.022,
as the agency has determined that the rules as proposed will
not impact local economies.

The department has determined that Government Code,
§2001.0225 (Regulatory Analysis of Major Environmental
Rules), does not apply to the proposed rules.

PROPOSED RULES

July 17, 2026 51 TexReg 4655



The department has determined that there will not be a taking of
private real property, as defined by Government Code, Chapter
2007, as a result of the proposed rules

In compliance with the requirements of Government Code,
§2001.0221, the department has prepared the following Govern-
ment Growth Impact Statement (GGIS). The rule as proposed,
if adopted, will not create a government program; not result in
an increase or decrease in the number of full-time equivalent
employee needs; not result in a need for additional General
Revenue funding; not affect the amount of any fee; not create
a new regulation, expand an existing regulation, or repeal
the function of any current regulation; neither increase nor
decrease the number of individuals subject to regulation; and
not positively or adversely affect the state's economy.

Comments on the proposed rules may be submitted to Robert
Macdonald, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 4200 Smith
School Road, Austin, Texas 78744; (512) 389-4775; email:
robert.macdonald@tpwd.texas.gov or via the department web-
site at www.tpwd.texas.gov.

31 TAC §§51.201, 51.202, 51.205, 51.207, 51.209, 51.210,
51.213 - 51.215, 51.220

The amendments are proposed under the authority of Govern-
ment Code, §2260.052(c), which requires each unit of state gov-
ernment with rulemaking authority to develop rules to govern the
negotiation and mediation of contract claims against the state,
and Parks and Wildlife Code, §11.0171, which requires the com-
mission to adopt by rule policies and procedures for soliciting and
awarding contracts.

The proposed amendments affect Government Code, Chapter

2260 and Parks and Wildlife Code, Chapter 11.
§51.201.  Definitions.

The following words and terms, when used in this subchapter, shall
have the following meaning, unless the context clearly indicates other-
wise:

(1)-(3) (No change.)

(4) Contractor--Independent contractor who has entered
into a contract directly with the department. The term does not include:

(A) the [The] contractor's subcontractor, officer,
employee, agent or other person furnishing goods or services to a
contractor;

(B) an [An] employee of the department; or
(C) a[A] student at an institution of higher education.
(5)-(12) (No change.)
§51.202.  Prerequisites to Suit; Sovereign Immunity.

(a) The procedures contained in this subchapter [chapter] are
exclusive and required prerequisites to suit under Civil Practice and
Remedies Code, Chapter 107, and Government Code, Chapter 2260.

(b) This subchapter does not waive the department's sovereign
immunity to suit or liability.

$51.205. Agency Counterclaim.

(a) The [the] department in asserting a counterclaim under the
Government Code, Chapter 2260, shall file notice of the counterclaim
as provided by this section.

(b) - (¢) (No change.)

(d) The notice of counterclaim shall be delivered to the con-
tractor no later than 60 [99] days after the department's receipt of the
contractor's notice of claim.

() (No change.)

§51.207. Duty to Negotiate; Timetable.

(a) The parties shall negotiate in accordance with this section
[the timetable set forth in §51:208 of this title (relating to Timetable)] to
attempt to resolve all claims and counterclaims. No party is obligated
to settle with the other party as a result of the negotiation.

(b) Following receipt of a contractor's notice of claim, the ex-
ecutive director of the department or other representative designated in
the contract shall review the contractor's claim(s) and the department's
counterclaim(s), if any, and initiate negotiations with the contractor to
attempt to resolve the claim(s) and counterclaim(s).

(c) The parties shall begin negotiations within a reasonable pe-
riod of time, not to exceed 120 days following the date the department
receives the contractor's notice of claim.

(d) The parties may conduct negotiations according to an
agreed schedule as long as they begin negotiations no later than the
deadline set forth in subsection (c) of this section.

(e) Subject to subsection (f) of this section, the parties shall
complete the negotiations that are required by this chapter as a prereq-
uisite to a contractor's request for contested case hearing no later than
270 days after the department receives the contractor's notice of claim.

(f) The parties may agree in writing to extend the time for ne-
gotiations on or before the 270th day after the department receives the
contractor's notice of claim. The agreement shall be signed by repre-
sentatives of the parties with authority to bind each respective party and
shall provide for the extension of the statutory negotiation period until
a date certain. The parties may enter into a series of written extension
agreements that comply with the requirements of this section.

(g) The contractor may request a contested case hearing be-
fore the State Office of Administrative Hearings ("SOAH") pursuant
to §51.213 of this title (relating to Request for Contested Case Hear-
ing) after the 270th day after the department receives the contractor's
notice of claim, or the expiration of any extension agreed to under sub-
section (f) of this section.

(h) The parties may agree to mediate the dispute at any time
before the 120th day after the department receives the contractor's no-
tice of claim or before the expiration of any extension agreed to by the
parties pursuant to subsection (f) of this section. The mediation shall
be governed by the provisions of this subchapter.

(1) Nothing in this section is intended to prevent the parties
from agreeing to commence negotiations earlier than the deadlines es-
tablished in subsections (c) and (d) of this section, or from continuing
or resuming negotiations after the contractor requests a contested case
hearing before SOAH.

§51.209. Conduct of Negotiation.
(a) (No change.)

(b) The parties may conduct negotiations with the assistance
of one or more neutral third parties. If the parties choose to mediate
their dispute, the mediation shall be conducted in accordance with this
subchapter. Parties may choose an assisted negotiation process other
than mediation, including without limitation, processes such as those
described in §51.224 of this title (relating to Assisted Negotiation Pro-
cesses) [and §51225 of this title (relating to Alternative Dispute Res-
elutien)].

(¢)-(d) (No change.)
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§51.210. Negotiation Settlements [Settlement Approval Procedures].

(a) The parties' settlement approval procedures shall be dis-
closed prior to, or at the beginning of, negotiations. To the extent pos-
sible, the parties shall select negotiators who are knowledgeable about
the subject matter of the dispute, who are in a position to reach agree-
ment, and who can credibly recommend approval of an agreement.

(b) A settlement agreement may resolve an entire claim or any
designated and severable portion of a claim.

(c) To be enforceable, a settlement agreement must be in writ-
ing and signed by representatives of the contractor and the department
who have authority to bind each respective party.

(d) A partial settlement does not waive a party's rights under
the Government Code, Chapter 2260, as to the parts of the claims or
counterclaims that are not resolved.

§51.213.  Request for Contested Case Hearing.

(a) If a claim for breach of contract is not resolved in its
entirety through negotiation, mediation or other assisted negotiation
process in accordance with this chapter on or before the 270th day
after the department receives the notice of claim, or after the expiration
of any extension agreed to by the parties pursuant to §51.207(f) of
this title (relating to Duty to Negotiate; Timetable) [§51-208(f) of this
title (relating to Timetable)], the contractor may file a request with the
department for a contested case hearing before SOAH.

(b) A request for a contested case hearing shall state the legal
and factual basis for the claim, and shall be delivered to the executive
director of the department or other officer designated in the contract
to receive notice within a reasonable time after the 270th day or the
expiration of any written extension agreed to pursuant to §51.207(f)
[§51:208(H) of this subehapter|.

(¢) - (d) (No change.)
$§51.214. Agreement to Mediate; [Mediation] Timetable.

(a) The contractor and the department may agree to mediate
the dispute at any time before the 120th [270th] day after the depart-
ment receives a notice of claim of breach of contract, or before the
expiration of any extension agreed to by the parties in writing.

(b) (No change.)

(c) Parties may agree to use mediation as an option to resolve
a breach of contract claim at the time they enter into the contract and
include a contractual provision to do so. The parties may mediate a
breach of contract claim even absent a contractual provision to do so if

both parties agree.

(d) Any agreement to mediate should include consideration of
the following factors:

(1) The source of the mediator. Potential sources of medi-
ators include governmental officers or employees who are qualified as
mediators under Civil Practice and Remedies Code, §154.052, private
mediators, SOAH, the Center for Public Policy Dispute Resolution at
The University of Texas School of Law, an alternative dispute resolu-
tion system created under Civil Practice and Remedies Code, Chapter
152, or another state or federal agency or through a pooling agreement
with several state agencies. Before naming a mediator source in a con-
tract, the parties should contact the mediator source to be sure that it
is willing to serve in that capacity. In selecting a mediator, the parties
should use the qualifications set forth in §51.217 of this title (relating
to Qualifications and Immunity of Mediator).

(2) The time period for the mediation. The parties should
allow enough time in which to make arrangements with the mediator

and attending parties to schedule the mediation, to attend and partici-
pate in the mediation, and to complete any settlement approval proce-
dures necessary to achieve final settlement. While this time frame can
vary according to the needs and schedules of the mediator and parties,
it is important that the parties allow adequate time for the process.

(3) The location of the mediation.

(4) Allocation of costs of the mediator.

(5) Theidentification of representatives who will attend the
mediation on behalf of the parties, if possible, by name or position
within the governmental unit or contracting entity.

(6) The settlement approval process in the event the parties
reach agreement at the mediation.

§51.215.  Conduct of Mediation.
(a) - (¢) (No change.)

(d) A mediation conducted under this section is confidential in
accordance with Government Code, §2009.054.

§51.220. Mediation Settlements [Settlement Approval Procedures].

(a) The parties' settlement approval procedures shall be dis-
closed by the parties prior to the mediation. To the extent possible, the
parties shall select representatives who are knowledgeable about the
subject matter of the dispute, who are in a position to reach agreement,
and who can credibly recommend approval of an agreement.

(b) Any initial settlement agreement reached during the medi-
ation shall be signed by the representatives of the contractor and the
department, and shall describe any procedures required to be followed
by the parties in connection with final approval of the agreement.

(c) A final settlement agreement reached during, or as a result
of mediation, that resolves an entire claim or any designated and sever-
able portion of a claim shall be in writing and signed by representatives
of the contractor and the department who have authority to bind each

respective party.
(1) If the settlement agreement does not resolve all issues

raised by the claim and counterclaim, the agreement shall identify the
issues that are not resolved.

(2) A partial settlement does not waive a contractor's rights
under the Government Code, Chapter 2260, as to the parts of the claim
that are not resolved.

(d) The confidentiality of a final settlement agreement to
which the department is a signatory that is reached as a result of the
mediation is governed by Government Code, Chapter 552.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602725

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775

¢ ¢ ¢

31 TAC §§51.203, 51.208, 51.211, 51.216, 51.218, 51.221,
51.222, 51.225
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The repeals are proposed under the authority of Government
Code, §2260.052(c), which requires each unit of state govern-
ment with rulemaking authority to develop rules to govern the ne-
gotiation and mediation of contract claims against the state, and
Parks and Wildlife Code, §11.0171, which requires the commis-
sion to adopt by rule policies and procedures for soliciting and
awarding contracts.

The proposed repeals affect Government Code, Chapter 2260
and Parks and Wildlife Code, Chapter 11.

$51.203.  Sovereign Immunity.

$51.208.  Timetable.

§$51.211.  Settlement Agreement.

$51.216. Agreement to Mediate.

§51.218.  Confidentiality of Mediation and Final Settlement Agree-
ment.

$51.221.  Initial Settlement Agreement.

§51.222.  Final Settlement Agreement.

$§51.225.  Alternative Dispute Resolution.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602726

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER L. VENDOR DISPUTE
RESOLUTION
31 TAC §51.350

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department proposes an amend-
ment to 31 TAC §51.350, concerning Vendor Dispute Resolu-
tion. The proposed amendment would modernize and update
rule language

The proposed amendment either implements or is consistent
with the recommendations of the Texas Regulatory Efficiency Of-
fice within the Office of the Governor.

Robert Macdonald, Regulations Coordinator, has determined
that for each of the first five years that the rule as proposed
is in effect, there will be no fiscal implications to state or local
governments as a result of administering or enforcing the rule.

Mr. Macdonald also has determined that for each of the first five
years the rule as proposed is in effect, the public benefit antici-
pated as a result of enforcing or administering the proposed rule
will be execution of the recommendations of the Texas Regula-
tory Efficiency Office within the Office of the Governor.

There will be no adverse economic effect on persons required to
comply with the rule as proposed.

Under the provisions of Government Code, Chapter 2006, a
state agency must prepare an economic impact statement and a
regulatory flexibility analysis for a rule that may have an adverse
economic effect on small businesses, micro-businesses, or rural
communities. As required by Government Code, §2006.002(g),

the Office of the Attorney General has prepared guidelines to as-
sist state agencies in determining a proposed rule's potential ad-
verse economic impact on small and microbusinesses and rural
communities. Those guidelines state that an agency need only
consider a proposed rule's direct adverse economic impacts to
determine if any further analysis is required. The department
considers "direct economic impact" to mean a requirement that
would directly impose recordkeeping or reporting requirements;
impose taxes or fees; result in lost sales or profits; adversely af-
fect market competition; or require the purchase or modification
of equipment or services. The department has determined that
the proposed rule does not affect small businesses, micro-busi-
nesses, or rural communities; therefore, neither the economic
impact statement nor the regulatory flexibility analysis described
in Government Code, Chapter 2006, is required.

The department has not drafted a local employment impact
statement under the Administrative Procedures Act, §2001.022,
as the agency has determined that the rule as proposed will not
impact local economies.

The department has determined that Government Code,
§2001.0225 (Regulatory Analysis of Major Environmental
Rules), does not apply to the proposed rule.

The department has determined that there will not be a taking of
private real property, as defined by Government Code, Chapter
2007, as a result of the proposed rule.

In compliance with the requirements of Government Code,
§2001.0221, the department has prepared the following Govern-
ment Growth Impact Statement (GGIS). The rule as proposed,
if adopted, will neither create nor eliminate a government
program; not result in an increase or decrease in the number
of full-time equivalent employee needs; not result in a need
for additional General Revenue funding; not affect the amount
of any fee; not create a new regulation; not limit, expand, or
repeal an existing regulation; neither increase nor decrease the
number of individuals subject to regulation; and not positively or
adversely affect the state's economy.

Comments on the proposed rule may be submitted to
Robert Macdonald, (512) 389-4775, email: robert.macdon-
ald@tpwd.texas.gov. Comments also may be submitted via
the department's website at http://www.tpwd.texas.gov/busi-
ness/feedback/public_comment/.

The amendment is proposed under Government Code,
§2155.076, which requires the department as a state agency to
adopt rules for resolving vendor protests relating to purchasing
issues.

The proposed amendment affects Government Code, Chapter
2155,

§51.350.  Vendor Dispute Resolution.
(a) (No change.)

(b) A [H the] vendor seeking termination of [wants] the so-
licitation or the award process [to be terminated; he] must make that
request in the [his] protest and state the reasons for such termination
[of the process]. The director [will review such request and], after con-
sultation with the issuing division and the appropriate manager, shall
make a written determination within three business days of receipt of
the request [to terminate from the vender].

(¢) - (d) (No change.)

(e) If the protest is not resolved by mutual agreement, the di-
rector will issue a written determination on the protest:
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(1) 1if the director determines that no violation of rules or
statutes has occurred, [he shall se inform] the protesting [party;] and
[the] other interested parties shall be informed in writing of [by letter
which sets forth] the reasons for the determination; or

(2) ifthe director determines that a violation of the rules or
statutes has occurred in a case where a contract has been awarded, [he
will se inform| the protesting [party| and [the] other interested parties
shall be informed in writing of [by letter which sets forth] the reasons
for the determination, which may include ordering the contract void.

() - (h) (No change.)

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602727

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER M. INVESTMENT OF
LIFETIME LICENSE ENDOWMENT
31 TAC §51.400

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (the department) pro-
poses an amendment to 31 TAC §51.400, concerning Invest-
ment of Lifetime License Endowment. The proposed amend-
ment would add a citation to the applicable statute.

The proposed amendment either implements or is consistent
with the recommendations of the Texas Regulatory Efficiency Of-
fice within the Office of the Governor.

Robert Macdonald, Regulations Coordinator, has determined
that for each of the first five years that the rule as proposed is in
effect, there will be no fiscal implications to state or local gov-
ernments as a result of administering or enforcing the proposed
rule.

Mr. Macdonald also has determined that for each of the first five
years that the rule as proposed is in effect, the public benefit an-
ticipated as a result of enforcing or administering the proposed
rule will be execution of the recommendations of the Texas Reg-
ulatory Efficiency Office with the Office of the Governor.

There will be no adverse economic effect on persons required to
comply with the rule as proposed.

Under the provisions of Government Code, Chapter 2006, a
state agency must prepare an economic impact statement and a
regulatory flexibility analysis for a rule that may have an adverse
economic effect on small businesses and micro-businesses. As
required by Government Code, §2006.002(g), in April 2008, the
Office of the Attorney General issued guidelines to assist state
agencies in determining a proposed rule's potential adverse eco-
nomic impact on small businesses. These guidelines state that
"[glenerally, there is no need to examine the indirect effects of a
proposed rule on entities outside of an agency's regulatory juris-
diction." The guidelines state that an agency need only consider

a proposed rule's "direct adverse economic effects" to small busi-
nesses and micro-businesses to determine if any further analy-
sis is required. The guidelines also list examples of the types of
costs that may result in a "direct economic impact." Such costs
may include costs associated with additional recordkeeping or
reporting requirements; new taxes or fees; lost sales or prof-
its; changes in market competition; or the need to purchase or
modify equipment or services. The department has determined
that the rule as proposed will not affect small businesses, mi-
cro-businesses, or rural communities, since the rule does not
impose any direct economic impacts on any business or commu-
nity; therefore, the department has not prepared the economic
impact statement or regulatory flexibility analysis described in
Government Code, Chapter 2006.

The department has not drafted a local employment impact
statement under the Administrative Procedures Act, §2001.022,
as the agency has determined that the rule as proposed will not
impact local economies.

The department has determined that Government Code,
§2001.0225 (Regulatory Analysis of Major Environmental
Rules), does not apply to the proposed rule.

The department has determined that there will not be a taking of
private real property, as defined by Government Code, Chapter
2007, as a result of the proposed rule.

In compliance with the requirements of Government Code,
§2001.0221, the department has prepared the following Govern-
ment Growth Impact Statement (GGIS). The rule as proposed,
if adopted, will neither create nor eliminate a government pro-
gram; not result in an increase or decrease in the number of
full-time equivalent employee needs; not result in a need for
additional General Revenue funding; not affect the amount of
any fee; not create a new regulation; not expand, limit, or repeal
an existing regulation; not increase the number of individuals
subject to regulation; and neither positively nor adversely affect
the state's economy.

Comments on the proposed rule may be submitted to
Robert Macdonald, (512) 389-4775, e-mail: robert.macdon-
ald@tpwd.texas.gov. Comments also may be submitted via
the department's website at http://www.tpwd.texas.gov/busi-
ness/feedback/public_comment/.

The amendment is proposed under the authority of Parks and
Wildlife Code, §11.065, which requires the commission to adopt
rules for the investment of the lifetime license endowment ac-
count.

The proposed rule affects Parks and Wildlife Chapter 11.
§$51.400. Investment of Lifetime License Endowment Fund.

The Executive Director is authorized to invest the Lifetime License
Endowment Fund in accordance with:

(1) Parks and Wildlife Code, §11.065; and

(2) the investment policy approved by the commission.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.
TRD-202602728
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James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER O. ADVISORY COMMITTEES
31 TAC §§51.601, 51.606 - 51.615, 51.631, 51.671 - 51.673

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (the department) pro-
poses amendments to 31 Texas Administrative Code §§51.601,
51.606 - 51.615, 51.631, and 51.671 - 51.673, concerning Advi-
sory Committees.

The proposed amendments would establish an expiration
date of July 1, 2030, for the following advisory committees:
White-tailed Deer Advisory Committee (WTDAC), Migratory
Game Bird Advisory Committee (MGBAC), Upland Game Bird
Advisory Committee (UGBAC), Private Lands Advisory Com-
mittee (PLAC), Bighorn Sheep Advisory Committee (BSAC),
Wildlife Diversity Advisory Committee (WDAC), Mule Deer Advi-
sory Committee (MDAC), Urban Outreach Advisory Committee
(UOAC), Accessibility Advisory Committee (AAC), Boating and
Waterways Advisory Committee (BWAC), Freshwater Fisheries
Advisory Committee (FFAC), State Parks Advisory Committee
(SPAC), Coastal Resources Advisory Committee (CRAC), and
Oyster Advisory Committee (OAC). The department believes
that these advisory committees continue to perform a valuable
service for the department; therefore, the department wishes to
continue these advisory committees.

Parks and Wildlife Code, §11.0162, authorizes the chair of the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission to "appoint committees to
advise the commission on issues under its jurisdiction." Govern-
ment Code, Chapter 2110, requires that rules be adopted regard-
ing each state agency advisory committee. Unless otherwise
provided by specific statute, the rules must (1) state the purpose
of the committee; (2) describe the manner in which the commit-
tee will report to the agency; and (3) establish the date on which
the committee will automatically be abolished, unless the advi-
sory committee has a specific duration established by statute.

The proposed amendment to §51.601, concerning General Re-
quirements, would establish the duration of committee member
terms in generic language and provide for committee members
to serve beyond the expiration date of their terms until a replace-
ment is appointed by the chair, and replace the word "Chairman"
with the word "chair" (which is done throughout the rules as well),
which is intended to replace archaic language with generic ref-
erences in a spare style to reflect modern usage and code con-
struction practices.

The proposed amendment to §51.611, concerning Wildlife Diver-
sity Advisory Committee (WDAC), renames the committee and
makes conforming changes to references accordingly, which is
necessary to avoid potential confusion.

Robert Macdonald, Regulations Coordinator, has determined
that for each of the first five years the amendments are in effect,
there will be no fiscal implications to state or local government
as a result of enforcing or administering the rules.

Mr. Macdonald also has determined that for each of the first
five years the rules as proposed are in effect, the public benefit
anticipated as a result of enforcing or administering the rules as

proposed will be to ensure proper management and effective use
of department advisory committees.

There will be no adverse economic effect on persons required to
comply with the amendments as proposed.

The department has determined that small or microbusinesses
and rural communities will not be affected by the proposed rules.
Accordingly, the department has not prepared a regulatory flex-
ibility analysis under Government Code, Chapter 2006.

The department has not filed a local impact statement with the
Texas Workforce Commission as required by the Administrative
Procedures Act, §2001.022, as the agency has determined that
the rules as proposed will not impact local economies.

The department has determined that Government Code,
§2001.0225 (Regulatory Analysis of Major Environmental
Rules), does not apply to the proposed rules.

The department has determined that there will not be a taking of
private real property, as defined by Government Code, Chapter
2007, as a result of the proposed rules.

In compliance with the requirements of Government Code,
§2001.0241, the department has prepared the following Govern-
ment Growth Impact Statement (GGIS). The rule as proposed,
if adopted, will neither create nor eliminate a government
program; not result in an increase or decrease in the number
of full-time equivalent employee needs; not result in a need
for additional General Revenue funding; not affect the amount
of any fee; not create a new regulation; not expand, limit, or
repeal an existing regulation; neither increase nor decrease
the number of individuals subject to regulation; and neither
positively nor negatively affect the state's economy.

Comments on the proposed rules may be submitted to Robert
Macdonald, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 4200 Smith
School Road, Austin, Texas 78744; (512) 389-4775; by email at
robert.macdonald@tpwd.texas.gov, or via the department web-
site at www.tpwd.texas.gov.

The amendments are proposed under the authority of Parks and
Wildlife Code, §11.0162 and Government Code, §2110.005 and
§2110.008.

The proposed amendments affect Parks and Wildlife Code,
§11.0162 and Government Code, §2110.005 and §2110.008.

$51.601. General Requirements.

(a) Definitions. The following words and terms, when used in
this subchapter, shall have the following meaning, unless the context
clearly indicates otherwise.

(1) (No change.)

(2) Chair [€hairman]--the chair [e¢hairman] of the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Commission.

(3)-(5) (No change.)

(b) Creation. The chair [Chairman] may appoint advisory
committees to advise the commission on issues within the jurisdiction
of the department or the commission.

(c) - (d) (No change.)

(e) Membership. The chair [e¢hairman] may, in his or her sole
discretion, appoint individuals to serve on an advisory committee.
Membership in an advisory committee will not exceed 24 (excluding
ex officio members). Unless otherwise provided by specific statute,
membership of each advisory committee shall be balanced to ensure
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representation of industries or occupations regulated or directly
affected by the department and consumers of services provided by
the department or by the industries or occupations regulated by the
department to which the advisory committee relates. Each advisory
committee shall include at least one department employee as an ex
officio member. Members may be subject to removal and/or replace-
ment at the discretion of the chair [Chairman)].

(f) Term of members.

(1) Unless expressly provided in this subchapter or other
law, the term of an advisory committee member shall be four years from
the date of appointment. [the term of advisery committee members
shall be as follows:]

D The term of each member of an ageney advisory com-
mittee whe was appointed prior to January 1; 2022 will expire on July
1, 2026.]

(2) A committee member may continue to serve after the
expiration date of a term until the chair appoints a replacement.

{(2) The term of each member of an agency advisory com-
mittec member appointed on or after January 1, 2022 will expire July
+ 2026}

(g) Presiding officer. The presiding officer of each advisory
committee shall be selected by the members of the advisory committee
from its membership. The chair [ehairman] may make a recommenda-
tion to the advisory committee regarding the presiding officer.

(h) Subcommittees. The chair [ehairman] may also appoint
one or more subcommittees of an advisory committee, so long as the
membership of the advisory committee, including any subcommittees
does not exceed 24.

(i) (No change.)

(j) Reports. On or before October 1 of each year of its exis-
tence, each advisory committee shall submit a report to the department.
Upon receipt of the report, the department shall evaluate the advisory
committee's work, usefulness and costs related to the committee's ex-
istence, including the cost of agency staft time spent in support of the
committee's activities. Each report shall included the following:

(1) - (2) (No change.)

(3) other information determined by the advisory commit-
tee or the chair [ehairman] to be appropriate and useful.

(k) - (m) (No change.)
$51.606. White-tailed Deer Advisory Committee (WTDAC).
(@) - (¢) (No change.)
(d) The WTDAC shall expire on July 1, 2030 [2626].
$51.607. Migratory Game Bird Advisory Committee (MGBAC).
(a) - (¢) (No change.)
(d) The MGBAB shall expire on July 1, 2030 [2026].

$51.608. Upland Game Bird Advisory Committee (UGBAC).
(a) - (¢) (No change.)

(d) The UGBAC shall expire on July 1, 2030 [2026].

§$51.609.  Private Lands Advisory Committee (PLAC).

(a) The PLAC is created to advise the department on all mat-
ters pertaining to wildlife programs, management, and research on pri-
vate lands in Texas, including the following:

(1)-(3) (No change.)

(4) any other matters at the request of the chair [ehairman].

(b) - (¢) (No change.)
(d) The PLAC shall expire on July 1, 2030 [2026].
§51.610. Bighorn Sheep Advisory Committee (BSAC).
(@) - (¢) (No change.)
(d) The BSAC shall expire on July 1, 2030 [2626].
$51.611. Wildlife Conservation [Diversity] Advisory Committee

(WCAC) [(WDAC)].

(a) The WCAC [WDAC] shall advise the department on mat-
ters pertaining to management, research, and outreach activities related
to furbearers, nongame, and rare species in the State of Texas, includ-
ing the following:

(1) development and implementation of the wildlife
conservation-related [diversity related] projects, grants, and policy;

(2) wildlife [diversity] conservation and regulations; and

(3) technical guidance and outreach [education and com-
munteations] with various constituent groups and individuals interested
in wildlife conservation [diversity] in the state of Texas.

(b) The composition of the WCAC [WBAC] shall represent
landowner and conservation organizations in Texas.

(¢) The WCAC [WDAL] shall comply with the requirements
of §51.601 of this title (relating to General Requirements).

(d) The WCAC [WDAC] shall expire on July 1, 2030 [2026].
§51.612.  Mule Deer Advisory Committee (MDAC).

(a) - (¢) (No change.)

(d) The MDAC shall expire on July 1, 2030 [2026].
§51.613.  Urban Outreach Advisory Committee (UOAC).

(a) - (¢) (No change.)

(d) The UOAC shall expire on July 1, 2030 [2026].
§51.614.  Accessibility Advisory Committee (AAC).

(a) - (¢) (No change.)

(d) The AAC shall expire on July 1, 2030 [2626].
$51.615. Boating and Waterways Advisory Committee (BWAC).

(a) - (¢) (No change.)

(d) The BWAC shall expire on July 1, 2030 [2026].
$§51.631.  Freshwater Fisheries Advisory Committee (FFAC).

(a) (No change.)

(b) The FFAC shall consist of individuals representing the
state's freshwater angling public, the aquaculture industry, the fresh-
water fishing industry, fisheries educators, and conservation groups.
Each member shall serve two-year or four-year terms as designated by
the chair [ehairman], and terms may be staggered to ensure continuity.

(¢) (No change.)
(d) The FFAC shall expire on July 1, 2030 [2026].

$51.671.  State Parks Advisory Committee (SPAC).

(a) The SPAC is appointed to advise the chair [ehairman] and
the commission regarding state parks.

(b) (No change.)
(c¢) The SPAC shall expire on July 1, 2030 [2026].
§51.672.  Coastal Resources Advisory Committee (CRAC).
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(a) The CRAC is created to advise the chair [ehairman] and
the commission on issues that cross fishery and geographic boundaries
on the coast of Texas.

(b) - (¢) (No change.)

(d) The CRAC shall expire on July 1, 2030 [2026].
§51.673.  Opyster Advisory Committee (OAC).

(a) - (¢) (No change.)

(d) The OAC shall expire on July 1, 2030 [2626].

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602751

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775

¢ ¢ ¢

CHAPTER 52. STOCKING POLICY
31 TAC §§52.101 - 52.105, 52.201, 52.202, 52.301, 52.401

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department proposes the repeal of
31 TAC §§52.101 - 52.105, 52.201, 52.202, 52.301, and 52.401,
concerning Stocking Policy.

Chapter 52 was promulgated in 1990 as a result of irregularities
in department stocking activities. It was intended as a symbolic
response to reassure the public that public resources would not
be used for political or personal purposes. The department has
determined that because the rules do not provide any substan-
tive benefit beyond what is already implicit in as well as explicitly
articulated by current statutory law, they should be repealed and
replaced by department policy.

The proposed repeals either implement or are consistent with
the recommendations of the Texas Regulatory Efficiency Office
within the Office of the Governor.

Dr. David Yoskowitz, PhD, Executive Director of the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department, has determined that for each of the first
five years that the repeals as proposed are in effect, there will be
no fiscal implications to state or local government.

There will be no impact on persons required to comply with the
repeals as proposed.

Dr. Yoskowitz also has determined that for each of the first five
years that the repeals as proposed are in effect: the public ben-
efit anticipated as a result of enforcing or administering the pro-
posed repeals will be execution of the recommendations of the
Texas Regulatory Efficiency Office within the Office of the Gov-
ernor.

Under provisions of Government Code, Chapter 2006, a state
agency must prepare an economic impact statement and a reg-
ulatory flexibility analysis for a rule that may have an adverse
economic effect on small businesses, micro-businesses, or rural

communities. As required by Government Code, §2006.002(g),
the Office of the Attorney General has prepared guidelines to as-
sist state agencies in determining a proposed rule's potential ad-
verse economic impact on small and microbusinesses and rural
communities. Those guidelines state that an agency need only
consider a proposed rule's direct adverse economic impacts to
determine if any further analysis is required. For that purpose,
the department considers "direct economic impact" to mean a re-
quirement that would directly impose recordkeeping or reporting
requirements; impose taxes or fees; result in lost sales or prof-
its; adversely affect market competition; or require the purchase
or modification of equipment or services. The department has
determined that the proposed repeals will not result in any direct
economic costs to any small businesses, micro-businesses, or
rural communities; therefore, neither the economic impact state-
ment nor the regulatory flexibility analysis described in Govern-
ment Code, Chapter 2006, is required.

The department has not drafted a local employment impact
statement under the Administrative Procedures Act, §2001.022,
as the agency has determined that the repeals as proposed will
not impact local economies.

The department has determined that Government Code,
§2001.0225 (Regulatory Analysis of Major Environmental
Rules), does not apply to the proposed repeals.

The department has determined that there will not be a taking of
private real property, as defined by Government Code, Chapter
2007, as a result of the proposed repeals.

In compliance with the requirements of Government Code,
§2001.0221, the department has prepared the following Gov-
ernment Growth Impact Statement (GGIS). The repeals as
proposed, if adopted, will neither create nor eliminate a gov-
ernment program; not result in an increase or decrease in
the number of full-time equivalent employee needs; not result
in a need for additional General Revenue funding; not affect
the amount of a fee; create a new regulation; not expand an
existing regulation; repeal existing rules; neither increase nor
decrease the number of individuals subject to regulation; and
not positively or adversely affect the state's economy.

Comments on the proposed repeals may be submitted to Robert
Macdonald, Regulations Coordinator, Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department, 4200 Smith School Road, Austin, Texas 78744,
(512) 389-4775; email: Robert.macdonald@tpwd.texas.gov or
via the department website at www.tpwd.texas.gov.

The repeals are proposed under Parks and Wildlife Code,
§§1.012, 12.001, 12.013, 12.015, and 66.015, which provide the
Parks and Wildlife Commission with the authority to promulgate
regulations governing the stocking of wildlife in the state.

The proposed repeals affect Parks and Wildlife Code, Chapters
1, 12, and 66.

$52.101. Purpose and Scope.

$52.102.  Definitions.

§$52.103.  Goals.

§52.104. Policy of the Department.

§52.105. Powers and Duties of the Executive Director.

$§52.201.  Departmental Stocking under Federal Funding Guidelines.
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$§52.202.  Conditions for Stockings Made or Authorized by the De-
partment.

§52.301. Non-Federally Funded Departmental Stocking.

§52.401.  Fish Stocking in Private Waters.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602729

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775

¢ L4 ¢
CHAPTER 53. FINANCE

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department proposes amend-
ments to 31 TAC §§53.1, 53.2, 53.10, 53.11, 53.60, 53.100, and
53.120, concerning Finance.

The proposed amendment to §53.1, concerning Applicability;
Definitions, would add new subsection (b)(4) to clarify that
stamps, stamp endorsements, and endorsements, as those
terms are used in the subchapter, are synonymous terms.
Stamps were historically issued in physical form; the agency
has since discontinued the issuance of physical stamps and
instead issues licenses bearing endorsements to indicate the
purchase of stamps required for hunting and fishing activities.

The proposed amendment to §53.2, concerning License Is-
suance Procedures, Fees, Possession, and Exemption Rules,
would eliminate the current 20-day period of validity of confir-
mation numbers for license purchases made electronically, and
eliminate unnecessary language regarding the use of wireless
devices to prove licensure. The department has determined
that the intent of the 20-day period of validity was to create a
temporary pathway (while awaiting fulfillment of license tags) for
providing satisfaction to the department that a person engaging
in hunting or fishing activities for which a license is required has
in fact acquired the necessary license. The department has de-
termined that such a time limit is not strictly necessary, but notes
that a confirmation number in and of itself is not complete proof
of lawful conduct, as certain tags may be required in addition
to the appropriate license. With respect to the use of wireless
devices to prove licensure, the department has determined that
the language proposed for removal is unnecessary because it
essentially repeats language that is already in statute and need
not be repeated in rule.

The proposed amendments to §53.10, concerning Public Hunt-
ing and Fishing Permits and Fees, and §53.11, concerning Com-
mercial Hunting Licenses and Permits, would function collec-
tively to implement a universal fee of $50 for all permits involv-
ing the use of protected wildlife in dog training events. The Texas
Legislature during the most recent regular session enacted Sen-
ate Bill 2801, which added new Parks and Wildlife Code Chapter
43, Subchapter J, to create a new type of field trial permit lim-
ited to the pursuit of squirrels, furbearing animals, and nongame
wildlife on privately owned land or public lands authorized by the
department by rule. The fee for the permit is set by statute at
$50. The department already issues two types of "field trial" per-
mits (one for private bird hunting areas, and the other for public

hunting lands) and has determined that having three kinds of
permits with the same or similar name that are valid for at least
four different regulatory scenarios under multiple fee standards
could create confusion that is avoidable; therefore, the proposed
amendments would replace the current fee values for other types
of similar permits with the $50 fee established by S. B. 2801.

The proposed amendment to §53.60, concerning Stamps, would
eliminate subsections (d) and (e), which are no longer relevant
because the department long ago ceased issuance of physical
stamps; thus, the department no longer has physical stamps to
sell as collectibles.

The proposed amendment to §53.100, concerning Bonded Ti-
tle--Acceptable Situations, would replace a reference to a legacy
database with a generic reference to data systems used for boat
titing and registration, which will preclude having to go through
rulemaking in the future when acronyms change. The proposed
amendment to §53.120, concerning License Format and Legi-
bility, would reword paragraph (1) to remove a redundancy and
eliminate paragraph (2)(A), which has been determined unnec-
essary because the intent of the provisions can be better ad-
dressed through procurement specifications.

The amendments as proposed either implement or are con-
sistent with the recommendations of the Texas Regulatory
Efficiency Office within the Office of the Governor.

Robert Macdonald, Regulations Coordinator, has determined
that for each of the first five years that the proposed amend-
ments to §53.10 and §53.11 are in effect, there will be minor
fiscal implications to the department as a result of administering
the rules. The department estimates a revenue reduction of
approximately $700 per year resulting from the reduction of the
fee for the current Private Bird Hunting Area Field Trial Permit
(from $63 to $50). The department has issued an average of 56
such permits per year for the last five years. The department
estimates a revenue reduction of zero dollars as a result of the
proposed fee reduction for the Competitive Hunting Dog Trial
Permit, as the department has not issued any in the last three
years. There will be no other fiscal impacts to other units of state
or local government as a result of administering or enforcing
any of the remaining proposed rules.

There will be no adverse economic effects for persons required
to comply with the rules as proposed.

Mr. Macdonald also has determined that for each of the first five
years that the rules as proposed are in effect, the public benefit
anticipated as a result of enforcing or administering the proposed
rules will be a uniform fee for similar types of low-demand per-
mits issued by the department and rules that implement or are
consistent with the recommendations of the Texas Regulatory
Efficiency Office.

Under provisions of Government Code, Chapter 2006, a state
agency must prepare an economic impact statement and a reg-
ulatory flexibility analysis for a rule that may have an adverse
economic effect on small businesses and micro-businesses. As
required by Government Code, §2006.002(g), in April 2008, the
Office of the Attorney General issued guidelines to assist state
agencies in determining a proposed rule's potential adverse eco-
nomic impact on small businesses. Those guidelines state that
an agency need only consider a proposed rule's "direct adverse
economic impacts" to small businesses and micro-businesses to
determine if any further analysis is required. For that purpose,
the department considers "direct economic impact" to mean a re-
quirement that would directly impose recordkeeping or reporting
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requirements; impose taxes or fees; result in lost sales or profits;
adversely affect market competition; or require the purchase or
modification of equipment or services. The department has de-
termined that the rules as proposed do not directly regulate any
small business, microbusiness, or rural community; therefore,
there will be no adverse economic impact on small businesses,
microbusinesses, or rural communities as a result of the pro-
posed rules.

The department has not drafted a local employment impact
statement under the Administrative Procedures Act, §2001.022,
as the agency has determined that the rules as proposed will
not impact local economies.

The department has determined that Government Code,
§2001.0225 (Regulatory Analysis of Major Environmental
Rules), does not apply to the proposed rules.

The department has determined that there will not be a taking of
private real property, as defined by Government Code, Chapter
2007, as a result of the proposed rules.

In compliance with the requirements of Government Code,
§2001.0221, the department has prepared the following Govern-
ment Growth Impact Statement (GGIS). The rules as proposed,
if adopted, will neither create nor eliminate a government pro-
gram; not result in an increase or decrease in the number of
full-time equivalent employee needs; not result in a need for
additional General Revenue funding; affect the amount of a
fee, by reducing the fees for Private Bird Hunting Area Field
Trial Permits and Competitive Hunting Dog Event Permits);
not create a new regulation; not expand an existing regulation;
neither increase nor decrease the number of individuals subject
to regulation; and not positively or adversely affect the state's
economy.

Comments on the proposed rules may be submitted to Robert
Macdonald, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 4200 Smith
School Road, Austin, Texas 78744; (512) 389-4775-; email:
robert.macdonald@tpwd.texas.gov or via the department web-
site at www.tpwd.texas.gov.

SUBCHAPTER A. FEES

DIVISION 1. LICENSE, PERMIT, AND BOAT
AND MOTOR FEES

31 TAC §§53.1, 53.2, 53.10, 53.11

The amendments are proposed under the authority of Parks
and Wildlife Code, §42.010, which requires the department to
prescribe the form and issuance of hunting licenses authorized
under Parks and Wildlife Code, Chapter 42; §42.0177, which
authorizes the commission to modify or eliminate the tagging,
carcass, final destination, and final processing requirements
of Chapter 42; §42.006, which authorizes the commission to
prescribe requirements relating to possessing a license issued
under Chapter 42 by rule; §43.0764, which authorizes the
commission to establish a fee for a field trial permit held on a
licensed private bird hunting area; §46.0085, which authorizes
the department to prescribe the form and issuance of fishing
licenses and tags; §50.004, which requires the department
to issue and prescribe the form and manner of issuance for
combination hunting and fishing licenses, including identification
and compliance requirements; §81.403, which authorizes the
commission to issue a permit authorizing access to public
hunting land or for specific hunting, fishing, recreational, or

other use and to impose a fee; and §81.405, which authorizes
the commission to adopt rules governing recreational activities
in wildlife management areas.

The proposed amendments affect Parks and Wildlife Code,
Chapters 42, 43, 46, 50, and 81.

§53.1.  Applicability; Definitions.

(a) (No change.)

(b) The following words and terms, when used in this chapter,
shall have the following meaning, unless the context clearly indicates
otherwise.

(1) - (3) (No change.)

(4) Stamp (stamp endorsement, endorsement)--An autho-
rization required to be possessed under Parks and Wildlife Code, Chap-
ter 43, in addition to a hunting or fishing license, for the lawful take of
specific wildlife resources.

(5) [()] Virtual documentation--An electronic record ob-
tained from and maintained by the department indicating the purchase,
possession, or acquisition of a digital product.

§$53.2.  License Issuance Procedures, Fees, Possession, and Exemp-
tion Rules.

(a) Hunting license.
(1) (No change.)

(2) A person may hunt in this state without having a valid
physical hunting license in immediate possession if that person has ac-
quired a license electronically and has either:

(A) (No change.)

(B) a valid confirmation number in possession while
awaiting fulfilment of the physical license. [Cenfirmation numbers
shall enly be valid for 20 days from date of purchase:]

(3)-(4) (No change.)
(b) Fishing license; Tags.

(1) A person may fish in this state without having a valid
physical fishing license in immediate possession if that person:

(A) (No change.)
(B) has acquired a license electronically and has either:
(i) (No change.)

(i) avalid confirmation number in possession while
awaiting fulfilment of the physical license. [Cenfirmation numbers
shall enly be valid for 20 days from date of purchase:]

(2) (No change.)

(¢)-(g) (No change.)

(h) A person who has purchased a valid physical hunting, fish-
ing, or combination hunting and fishing license product but is not in
physical possession of that physical license product in any circum-
stance for which physical possession of the license product is required
may use a wireless communications device [({aptep; eellphone; smart
phene,; electronie tablet; phablet; or similar deviee)] to satisfy applica-
ble license possession requirements.

HH Upen request for proof of licensure by a department

employee in the performance of official duties; a person may display
one of the following images via a wireless communications deviee:}
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of the department or mobile application verifying issuance of the li-
eense valid for the activity or circumstance for which proof of licensure
has been requested: or}]

{B) a display image of a digital photograph of the ap-
plicable license issued to the person}

(1) [€2)] If a person displays a photograph of the license,
the [The] requirements of [paragraph (D(B) of] this subsection are sat-
isfied by separate digital images of the entirety of the front and back
of the license. The images must be of a resolution, contrast, and image
size sufficient to allow definitive verification of the information on the
license.

(2) [63)] This subsection applies only to proof of licensure
and does not relieve any person from any legal requirement or obliga-
tion to be in physical possession of a stamp, stamp endorsement, tag,
or permit.

§$53.10.  Public Hunting and Fishing Permits and Fees.
(a) - (¢) (No change.)

(d) Competitive hunting dog events and field trials on public
lands - $50. [Competitive hunting dog field trial permit fees:]

10 or less participants—$105 per day;}
76 or more participants--$525 per day.]

§53.11.  Commercial Hunting Licenses and Permits.
(a) - (d) (No change.)

(e) field trial permit--$50 [$63];
(f) - i) (No change.)

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

TITTE

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602730

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER B. STAMPS
31 TAC §53.60

The amendment is proposed under Parks and Wildlife Code,
§11.027, which authorizes the department to sell any item in the
possession of the department in which the state has title, or ac-
quire and resell items if a profit can be made, to provide funding
for programs administered by the department; §43.403, which
requires the commission to prescribe by regulation the form, de-
sign, and manner of issuance of a saltwater sportfishing stamp;
§43.654, which requires the commission to prescribe by rule the
form, design, and manner of issuance of migratory and upland
game bird stamps, and authorizes the issuance and sale of a
collector's edition; and §43.804, which requires the commission

to prescribe the form, design, and manner of issuance of the
freshwater fishing stamp, and authorizes a collectible freshwa-
ter fishing stamp.

The proposed amendment affects Parks and Wildlife Code,
Chapters 11 and 43.

$53.60.  Stamps.

(a) - (¢) (No change.)

Hd) Obsolete Stamps and Deeals:}

HDH An ebselete stamp is a stamp that is net valid]

{2y Obsolete stamps and deeals shall be sold for informa-
age; plus a processing charge sufficient to recover shipment; postage;
and sales tax}

He) In additien to the freshwater fishing stamp; the department
may make available a collectible freshwater habitat stamp for a fee of
$51
The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-

posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602731

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER F. BONDED TITLE FOR
VESSELS/OUTBOARD MOTORS
31 TAC §53.100

The amendment is proposed under the authority of Parks and
Wildlife Code, §31.0465, which authorizes the department by
rule to define acceptable situations in which certificates of title
may be issued after the filing of a bond.

The proposed amendment affects Parks and Wildlife Code,
Chapter 31.

$53.100. Bonded Title--Acceptable Situations.
(a) - (¢) (No change.)

(d) For a bonded title situation involving an abandoned vessel
or outboard motor, the requirements of this subsection apply, in ad-
dition to any other requirements of this section or Parks and Wildlife
Code, Chapter 31, Subchapters B and B-1.

(1)-(2) (No change.)

(3) The department may employ internal data management
systems [the department's Boat Registration Information and Titling
System (BRIFS)] and the Vessel Identification System (VIS) operated
by the United States Coast Guard to determine the most recent owner
of record of a vessel or outboard motor.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.
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TRD-202602732

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER H. LICENSE STANDARDS
31 TAC §53.120

The amendment is proposed under Parks and Wildlife Code,
§12.703, which requires the commission to specify standards for
licenses issued by an electronic point-of-sale system, including
the legibility of the licenses.

The proposed amendment affects Parks and Wildlife Code,
Chapter 12.
§$53.120. License Format and Legibility.
The provisions of this section apply only to licenses sold through the
department's electronic point-of-sale system and do not apply to li-
censes sold directly via the Internet for printing by the customer.

(1) All [Exeept as provided in this seetion; all] licenses is-
sued by the department or an agent of the department will conform to

format requirements established by the department for a given license
year.

HA) Liecenses issued by the department or an agent of
the department should be:}

{i) printed on durable paper (or plastie);]
f(iii)  tear resistant; and}
[iv) printed in a fashion that renders the text indeli-

[B)] License print should be:

(A) [()] a size that is reasonable, within the constraints
of the overall size of the license;

(B) [6)] in no case a font size less than 6pt; and
(C) [iD)] a color that contrasts with the background.

(3) [€©)] Information on the license, including tags, will
be presented in a consistent and orderly manner and will meet any
Texas statutory requirement and/or Texas Parks and Wildlife Commis-
sion regulation.

(4) [®)] The executive director may waive the provisions
of this section singly or entirely in the event that unforeseeable circum-
stances or emergencies make it impractical to comply without jeopar-
dizing the ability of the public to purchase and immediately enjoy the
privileges of licensure.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.
TRD-202602733

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER A. FEES

DIVISION 1. LICENSE, PERMIT, AND BOAT
AND MOTOR FEES

31 TAC §53.15

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department proposes an amend-
ment to 31 TAC §53.15, concerning Miscellaneous Fisheries and
Wildlife Licenses and Permits. The proposed amendment would
acknowledge recent rulemaking by the Parks and Wildlife Com-
mission authorizing the issuance of permits for the commercial
culture of dotted duckweed. Under current rule, the department
allows the commercial culture of one species of controlled ex-
otic plant (water spinach), which is reflected in the department's
permit fee rules. The permit per se is generic (i.e., it is a class
of permit and is not restricted strictly to water spinach). As a re-
sult, the fee schedule must be altered to reflect the fact that the
permit can now also be issued for the cultivation of dotted duck-
weed. Additionally, the amendment would refer to the permit by
its full technical name, the "exotic aquatic plant commercial cul-
ture permit."

Robert Macdonald, Regulations Coordinator, has determined
that for each of the first five years that the proposed amendment
is in effect, there will be no fiscal implications to state or local
governments as a result of administering or enforcing the rule.

There will be no adverse economic effects for persons required
to comply with the rule as proposed.

Mr. Macdonald also has determined that for each of the first
five years that the rule as proposed is in effect, the public benefit
anticipated as a result of enforcing or administering the proposed
rule will be accurate regulations.

Under provisions of Government Code, Chapter 2006, a state
agency must prepare an economic impact statement and a reg-
ulatory flexibility analysis for a rule that may have an adverse
economic effect on small businesses and micro-businesses. As
required by Government Code, §2006.002(g), in April 2008, the
Office of the Attorney General issued guidelines to assist state
agencies in determining a proposed rule's potential adverse eco-
nomic impact on small businesses. Those guidelines state that
an agency need only consider a proposed rule's "direct adverse
economic impacts" to small businesses and micro-businesses to
determine if any further analysis is required. For that purpose,
the department considers "direct economic impact" to mean a
requirement that would directly impose recordkeeping or report-
ing requirements; impose taxes or fees; result in lost sales or
profits; adversely affect market competition; or require the pur-
chase or modification of equipment or services. The department
has determined that the rule as proposed affects only internal ad-
ministrative terminology and does not directly regulate any small
business, microbusiness, or rural community; therefore, there
will be no adverse economic impact on small businesses, mi-
crobusinesses, or rural communities as a result of the proposed
rules and neither the economic impact statement nor the regula-
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tory flexibility analysis described in Government Code, Chapter
2006, are required.

The department has not drafted a local employment impact
statement under the Administrative Procedures Act, §2001.022,
as the agency has determined that the rule as proposed will not
impact local economies.

The department has determined that Government Code,
§2001.0225 (Regulatory Analysis of Major Environmental
Rules), does not apply to the proposed rule.

The department has determined that there will not be a taking of
private real property, as defined by Government Code, Chapter
2007, as a result of the proposed rule.

In compliance with the requirements of Government Code,
§2001.0221, the department has prepared the following Govern-
ment Growth Impact Statement (GGIS). The rule as proposed,
if adopted, will neither create nor eliminate a government pro-
gram; not result in an increase or decrease in the number of
full-time equivalent employee needs; not result in a need for
additional General Revenue funding; not affect the amount of
any fee (but adds another regulated species to the applicability
of an existing permit and fee); not create a new regulation; not
expand an existing regulation; neither increase nor decrease the
number of individuals subject to regulation; and not positively or
adversely affect the state's economy.

Comments on the proposed rules may be submitted to Robert
Macdonald, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 4200 Smith
School Road, Austin, Texas 78744; (512) 389-4775-; email:
robert.macdonald@tpwd.texas.gov or via the department web-
site at www.tpwd.texas.gov.

The amendment is proposed under the authority of Parks and
Wildlife Code, §66.0072, which requires the commission to
adopt rules to implement that section.

The proposed amendment affects Parks and Wildlife Code,
Chapter 66.

§53.15.  Miscellaneous Fisheries and Wildlife Licenses and Permits.
(a) - (f) (No change.)

(g) Controlled Exotic Species (fish, shellfish and aquatic
plants):

(1) exotic aquatic plant commercial [water spinaeh]| culture
permit (water spinach, dotted duckweed)--$263;

(2) exotic fish or shellfish commercial aquaculture permit:
(A)- (D) (No change.)
(3) - (6) (No change.)
(h) (No change.)
The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-

posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602756

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775

¢ ¢ ¢

CHAPTER 55. LAW ENFORCEMENT
SUBCHAPTER C. DEPUTY AND SPECIAL
GAME WARDEN COMMISSION

31 TAC §55.63

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (the department) pro-
poses an amendment to 31 TAC §55.63, concerning Special
Game Wardens. The proposed amendment would update a ref-
erence to the state agency governing the certification of peace
officers in Texas and add language to accommodate future name
changes.

The proposed amendment either implements or is consistent
with the recommendations of the Texas Regulatory Efficiency Of-
fice within the Office of the Governor.

Robert Macdonald, Regulations Coordinator, has determined
that for each of the first five years that the rule as proposed is in
effect, there will be no fiscal implications to state or local gov-
ernments as a result of administering or enforcing the proposed
rule.

Mr. Macdonald also has determined that for each of the first five
years that the rule as proposed is in effect, the public benefit an-
ticipated as a result of enforcing or administering the proposed
rule will be execution of the recommendations of the Texas Reg-
ulatory Efficiency Office with the Office of the Governor.

There will be no adverse economic effect on persons required to
comply with the rule as proposed.

Under the provisions of Government Code, Chapter 2006, a
state agency must prepare an economic impact statement
and a regulatory flexibility analysis for a rule that may have an
adverse economic effect on small businesses and micro-busi-
nesses, or rural communities. As required by Government
Code, §2006.002(g), the Office of the Attorney General issued
guidelines to assist state agencies in determining a proposed
rule's potential adverse economic impact on small and mi-
crobusinesses and rural communities. The guidelines state
that an agency need only consider a proposed rule's "direct
adverse economic effects" to determine if any further analysis
is required. For that purpose, the department considers "direct
economic impact" to mean a requirement that would directly
impose recordkeeping or reporting requirements; impose taxes
or fees; result in lost sales or profits; adversely affect market
competition; or require the purchase or modification of equip-
ment or services. The department has determined that the
rule as proposed will not result in any direct economic costs to
any small businesses, micro-businesses, or rural communities;
therefore, the department has not prepared the economic
impact statement or regulatory flexibility analysis described in
Government Code, Chapter 2006.

The department has not drafted a local employment impact
statement under the Administrative Procedures Act, §2001.022,
as the agency has determined that the rule as proposed will not
impact local economies.

The department has determined that Government Code,
§2001.0225 (Regulatory Analysis of Major Environmental
Rules), does not apply to the proposed rule.
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The department has determined that there will not be a taking of
private real property, as defined by Government Code, Chapter
2007, as a result of the proposed rule.

In compliance with the requirements of Government Code,
§2001.0221, the department has prepared the following Govern-
ment Growth Impact Statement (GGIS). The rule as proposed,
if adopted, will neither create nor eliminate a government pro-
gram; not result in an increase or decrease in the number of
full-time equivalent employee needs; not result in a need for
additional General Revenue funding; not affect the amount of
any fee; not create a new regulation; not expand, limit, or repeal
an existing regulation; not increase the number of individuals
subject to regulation; and neither positively nor adversely affect
the state's economy.

Comments on the proposed rule may be submitted to Assis-
tant Commander Kevin Winters, Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment, 4200 Smith School Road, Austin, Texas 78744; (512)
389-4628; email: kevin.winters@tpwd.texas.gov or via the de-
partment website at www.tpwd.texas.gov.

The amendment is proposed under the authority of Parks and
Wildlife Code, §11.0201, which requires the commission to by
rule establish standards governing the conduct and duties of
special game wardens.

The proposed amendment affects Parks and Wildlife Code,
Chapter 11.

$55.63.  Special Game Wardens.

The following provisions are applicable to special game wardens, in
addition to the provisions of Parks and Wildlife Code, §11.0201.

(1)-(3) (No change.)

(4) Compensation: Special game wardens on active status
may be compensated not to exceed the salary of a game warden IV
and may claim per diem or other expenses authorized by the Director.
Special game wardens on inactive status may not be compensated by
salary, but may claim per diem expenses for in-service training required
by the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement or successor agency
[Officer Standards and Eduecation].

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602734

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER E. SHOW, TEST, AND
DEMONSTRATION OF VESSELS
31 TAC §55.130

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (the department) pro-
poses an amendment to 31 Texas Administrative Code §55.130,
concerning Show, Test, and Demonstration of Vessels. The pro-
posed amendment would correct references to reflect the proper
title for persons authorized to enforce marine safety laws.

The proposed amendment either implements or is consistent
with the recommendations of the Texas Regulatory Efficiency Of-
fice within the Office of the Governor.

Robert Macdonald, Regulations Coordinator, has determined
that for each of the first five years that the rule as proposed is in
effect, there will be no fiscal implications to state or local gov-
ernments as a result of administering or enforcing the proposed
rule.

Mr. Macdonald also has determined that for each of the first five
years that the rule as proposed is in effect, the public benefit an-
ticipated as a result of enforcing or administering the proposed
rule will be execution of the recommendations of the Texas Reg-
ulatory Efficiency Office with the Office of the Governor.

There will be no adverse economic effect on persons required to
comply with the rule as proposed.

Under provisions of Government Code, Chapter 2006, a state
agency must prepare an economic impact statement and a reg-
ulatory flexibility analysis for a rule that may have an adverse
economic effect on small businesses, micro-businesses, or rural
communities. As required by Government Code, §2006.002(g),
the Office of the Attorney General has prepared guidelines to as-
sist state agencies in determining a proposed rule's potential ad-
verse economic impact on small and microbusinesses and rural
communities. Those guidelines state that an agency need only
consider a proposed rule's direct adverse economic impacts to
determine if any further analysis is required. For that purpose,
the department considers "direct economic impact" to mean a
requirement that would directly impose recordkeeping or report-
ing requirements; impose taxes or fees; result in lost sales or
profits; adversely affect market competition; or require the pur-
chase or modification of equipment or services. The department
has determined that the proposed rule will not result in any direct
economic costs to any small businesses, micro-businesses, or
rural communities; therefore, neither the economic impact state-
ment nor the regulatory flexibility analysis described in Govern-
ment Code, Chapter 2006, is required.

The department has not drafted a local employment impact
statement under the Administrative Procedures Act, §2001.022,
as the agency has determined that the rule as proposed will not
impact local economies.

The department has determined that Government Code,
§2001.0225 (Regulatory Analysis of Major Environmental
Rules), does not apply to the proposed rule.

The department has determined that there will not be a taking of
private real property, as defined by Government Code, Chapter
2007, as a result of the proposed rule.

In compliance with the requirements of Government Code,
§2001.0221, the department has prepared the following Govern-
ment Growth Impact Statement (GGIS). The rule as proposed,
if adopted, will neither create nor eliminate a government pro-
gram; not result in an increase or decrease in the number of
full-time equivalent employee needs; not result in a need for
additional General Revenue funding; not affect the amount of
any fee; not create a new regulation; not expand, limit, or repeal
an existing regulation; not increase the number of individuals
subject to regulation; and neither positively nor adversely affect
the state's economy.

Comments on the proposed rule may be submitted to Assistant
Commander Cody Jones, Boating Law Administrator, at (512)
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389-4624, email: cody.jones@tpwd.texas.gov or via the depart-
ment website at www.tpwd.texas.gov.

The amendment is proposed under the authority of Parks and
Wildlife Code, Chapter 31, Subchapter B, which authorizes the
commission to establish rules concerning the issuance and price
of validation cards and decals permitting the limited and tempo-
rary use of vessels for recreational purposes or participation in
contests or events and to adopt rules regarding dealer's, distrib-
utor's, and manufacturer's licenses, including application forms,
application and renewal procedures, and reporting and record-
keeping requirements.

The proposed amendment affects Parks and Wildlife Code
Chapter 31, Subchapter B.

$55.130.  Show, Test, or Demonstration of Vessel.
(a) - (¢) (No change.)

(d) A validation card must immediately be made available
for inspection upon the request of any peace officer, marine safety
enforcement officer, or department employee acting within the scope
of [their] official duties.

() (No change.)

(f) A licensee shall maintain at the licensee's place of busi-
ness a current daily log accounting for each use of each validation card
issued to the licensee. The log shall be retained for a period of two
years and must immediately be made available for inspection during
normal business hours at the request of any peace officer, marine safety
enforcement officer, or department employee acting within the scope
of their official duties. The log shall indicate, for each use of a valida-
tion card:

(1) - (5) (No change.)
(&) - (h) (No change.)

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602735

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER F. FLOATING CABINS
31 TAC §55.201, §55.207

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (the department) pro-
poses amendments to 31 TAC §55.201 and §55.207, concern-
ing Floating Cabins. The proposed amendment to §55.201, con-
cerning Definitions, would eliminate paragraph (2), which is be-
ing relocated to §55.207, concerning Specifications for Marine
Sanitation Devices, reword the section to refer to a statutory ci-
tation, and eliminate a definition that need not be repeated in
rule. The proposed amendments are nonsubstantive.

The proposed amendments either implement or are consistent
with the recommendations of the Texas Regulatory Efficiency
Office within the Office of the Governor.

Robert Macdonald, Regulations Coordinator, has determined
that for each of the first five years that the rules as proposed
are in effect, there will be no fiscal implications to state or
local governments as a result of administering or enforcing the
proposed rules.

Mr. Macdonald also has determined that for each of the first five
years that the rules as proposed are in effect, the public benefit
anticipated as a result of enforcing or administering the proposed
rules will be execution of the recommendations of the Texas Reg-
ulatory Efficiency Office with the Office of the Governor.

There will be no adverse economic effect on persons required to
comply with the rules as proposed.

Under provisions of Government Code, Chapter 2006, a state
agency must prepare an economic impact statement and a reg-
ulatory flexibility analysis for a rule that may have an adverse
economic effect on small businesses, micro-businesses, or rural
communities. As required by Government Code, §2006.002(g),
the Office of the Attorney General has prepared guidelines to as-
sist state agencies in determining a proposed rule's potential ad-
verse economic impact on small and microbusinesses and rural
communities. Those guidelines state that an agency need only
consider a proposed rule's "direct adverse economic impacts" to
determine if any further analysis is required. For that purpose,
the department considers "direct economic impact" to mean are-
quirement that would directly impose recordkeeping or reporting
requirements; impose taxes or fees; result in lost sales or prof-
its; adversely affect market competition; or require the purchase
or modification of equipment or services. The department has
determined that the proposed repeals will not result in any direct
economic costs to any small businesses, micro-businesses, or
rural communities; therefore, neither the economic impact state-
ment nor the regulatory flexibility analysis described in Govern-
ment Code, Chapter 2006, is required.

The department has not drafted a local employment impact
statement under the Administrative Procedures Act, §2001.022,
as the agency has determined that the rules as proposed will
not impact local economies.

The department has determined that Government Code,
§2001.0225 (Regulatory Analysis of Major Environmental
Rules), does not apply to the proposed rules.

The department has determined that there will not be a taking of
private real property, as defined by Government Code, Chapter
2007, as a result of the proposed rules.

In compliance with the requirements of Government Code,
§2001.0221, the department has prepared the following Govern-
ment Growth Impact Statement (GGIS). The rules as proposed,
if adopted, will neither create nor eliminate a government pro-
gram; not result in an increase or decrease in the number of
full-time equivalent employee needs; not result in a need for
additional General Revenue funding; not affect the amount of
any fee; not create a new regulation; not expand, limit, or repeal
an existing regulation; not increase the number of individuals
subject to regulation; and neither positively nor adversely affect
the state's economy.

Comments on the proposed rules may be submitted to Assistant
Commander Cody Jones, Boating Law Administrator, at (512)
389-4624, email: cody.jones@tpwd.texas.gov or via the depart-
ment website at www.tpwd.texas.gov.
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The rules are proposed under the authority of Parks and Wildlife
Code, §32.005, which authorizes the commission to adopt rules
necessary to implement Parks and Wildlife Code, Chapter 32.

The proposed rules affect Parks and Wildlife Code, Chapter 32.

§55.201.

This subchapter applies to floating cabins as defined by Parks and
Wildlife Code, §32.001. [Fhe following weords or terms; when used
in this subehapter; shall have the following meanings; execept where
context clearly indicates ise:]

fH FHoeating Cabin—means a stractare seeurely moered in
the coastal water of this state used for habitation or shelter and not rou-
The term does not inclade a structure permitted by the General Land
Office under Chapter 33; Natural Resources Code}
designed to facilitate the transport of sewage for onshore disposal}
§55.207.  Specifications for Marine Sanitation Devices.

Definitions.

Floating Cabins required to be permitted by Parks and Wildlife Code,
Chapter 32, shall have sewage disposal devices and equipment meeting
the following requirements:

(1) For the purposes of this section, Portable Marine Sani-
tation Device means a device that is designed to facilitate the transport
of sewage for onshore disposal. A Portable Marine Sanitation Device
shall meet the following specifications:

(A) - (B) (No change.)
(2) (No change.)

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602736

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER 1. DISPOSITION OF
DANGEROUS WILD ANIMALS
31 TAC §§55.501, 55.503, 55.505

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (the department) pro-
poses amendments to 31 TAC §§55.501, 55.503, and 55.505,
concerning Disposition of Dangerous Wild Animals. The pro-
posed amendments would alter references to "conviction" to re-
fer instead to "final conviction" and remove archaic capitalization
conventions with respect to references to the department. Under
Parks and Wildlife Code, Chapter 12, the term "final conviction"
is defined and the department has determined that it is useful
to align the terminology of Subchapter | with that statutory stan-
dard.

The proposed amendments either implement or are consistent
with the recommendations of the Texas Regulatory Efficiency
Office within the Office of the Governor.

Robert Macdonald, Regulations Coordinator, has determined
that for each of the first five years that the rules as proposed
are in effect, there will be no fiscal implications to state or
local governments as a result of administering or enforcing the
proposed rules.

Mr. Macdonald also has determined that for each of the first five
years that the rules as proposed are in effect, the public benefit
anticipated as a result of enforcing or administering the proposed
rules will be execution of the recommendations of the Texas Reg-
ulatory Efficiency Office with the Office of the Governor.

There will be no adverse economic effect on persons required to
comply with the rules as proposed.

Under provisions of Government Code, Chapter 2006, a state
agency must prepare an economic impact statement and a reg-
ulatory flexibility analysis for a rule that may have an adverse
economic effect on small businesses, microbusinesses, or rural
communities. As required by Government Code, §2006.002(g),
the Office of the Attorney General has prepared guidelines to as-
sist state agencies in determining a proposed rule's potential ad-
verse economic impact on small and microbusinesses and rural
communities. Those guidelines state that an agency need only
consider a proposed rule's direct adverse economic impacts to
determine if any further analysis is required. For that purpose,
the department considers "direct economic impact" to mean a re-
quirement that would directly impose recordkeeping or reporting
requirements; impose taxes or fees; result in lost sales or prof-
its; adversely affect market competition; or require the purchase
or modification of equipment or services. The department has
determined that the proposed rules will not result in any direct
economic costs to any small businesses, micro-businesses, or
rural communities; therefore, neither the economic impact state-
ment nor the regulatory flexibility analysis described in Govern-
ment Code, Chapter 20086, is required.

The department has not drafted a local employment impact
statement under the Administrative Procedures Act, §2001.022,
as the agency has determined that the rules as proposed will
not impact local economies.

The department has determined that Government Code,
§2001.0225 (Regulatory Analysis of Major Environmental
Rules), does not apply to the proposed rules.

The department has determined that there will not be a taking of
private real property, as defined by Government Code, Chapter
2007, as a result of the proposed rules.

In compliance with the requirements of Government Code,
§2001.0221, the department has prepared the following Govern-
ment Growth Impact Statement (GGIS). The rules as proposed,
if adopted, will neither create nor eliminate a government pro-
gram; not result in an increase or decrease in the number of
full-time equivalent employee needs; not result in a need for
additional General Revenue funding; not affect the amount of
any fee; not create a new regulation; not expand, limit, or repeal
an existing regulation; not increase the number of individuals
subject to regulation; and neither positively nor adversely affect
the state's economy.

Comments on the proposed rules may be submitted to Assis-
tant Commander Kevin Winters, Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment, 4200 Smith School Road, Austin, Texas 78744; (512)
389-4628; email: kevin.winters@tpwd.texas.gov or via the de-
partment website at www.tpwd.texas.gov.
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The amendments are proposed under the authority of Parks and
Wildlife Code, §62.104, which requires the commission to adopt
rules for the final disposition of a carcass, hide, part, product, or
live animal seized by the department as provided by law.

The proposed amendments affect Parks and Wildlife Code,
Chapter 62.

$§55.501.  Application.
(a) (No change.)

(b) For purposes of this subchapter, "finally convicted" means
found guilty by a judge or jury, a plea of guilty or nolo contendere, or
placed on deferred adjudication.

§$55.503.  Disposition of Live Animals.

(@) A game warden, or other authorized department
[DPepartment] employee, or a licensed veterinarian acting under the
direction of a game warden, may euthanize a dangerous wild animal
to eliminate its suffering due to illness or injury, or if the department
[Department] is unable to locate a suitable place for the animal under
subsection (b) of this section.

(b) Ifapersonis finally convicted of a violation of Chapter 62,
Subchapter F, Parks and Wildlife Code, the dangerous wild animal may
be transferred to a sanctuary, or to a person with a permit that allows
for possession of the animal.

(c) If no person is finally convicted of a violation of Chapter
62, Subchapter F, Parks and Wildlife Code, the dangerous wild animal
shall be disposed of according to the instructions of the court.

$55.505. Disposition of Carcass, Hide, or Part of Animal, or Product
Made from Animal.

(a) Ifaperson is finally convicted of a violation of Chapter 62,
Subchapter F, Parks and Wildlife Code, the department [Department]
may destroy, or keep, or place on loan for use in an educational dis-
play, a carcass, hide, or part of or product made from a dangerous wild
animal.

(b) If no person is finally convicted of a violation of Chapter
62, Subchapter F, Parks and Wildlife Code, the carcass, hide, or part
of or product made from a dangerous wild animal shall be disposed
of according to the instructions of the court, if any, or returned to the
person from whom it was seized.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602737

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER J. CONTROLLED EXOTIC
SNAKES

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (the department) pro-
poses the repeal of 31 Texas Administrative Code §55.656 and
amendments to §§55.651, 55.653, and 55.657, concerning Con-
trolled Exotic Snakes.

The proposed amendment to §55.651, concerning Definitions,
would define "animal control authority" as "the local governmen-
tal entity responsible for regulating and/or enforcing laws appli-
cable to the possession, control, welfare, and disposition of an-
imals." The department has received numerous requests from
various law enforcement and first-responder entities for assis-
tance in identifying places and locations where persons may be
holding dangerous exotic snakes, because first-responders find
it helpful to know about the possibility of encountering such an-
imals in the course of their duties, and because there may be
local ordinances and laws that apply to such situations. There-
fore, the rules as proposed would require permittees to notify the
local animal control authority of the existence and location of fa-
cilities and an unambiguous definition of that term is necessary
to facilitate compliance and enforcement.

The proposed amendment to §55.653, concerning Permit Is-
suance and Period of Validity, would require permittees to no-
tify the appropriate local animal control authority of the location
within the jurisdiction of the animal control authority where con-
trolled exotic snakes are held under a permit, within 21 days of
the effective date of the subsection or the issuance of a permit
under the subchapter, as applicable, and to obtain and retain
proof that the required notification was executed. As noted ear-
lier in this preamble, the department believes it is prudent to cre-
ate a mechanism for first responders to be aware of situations
in which captive dangerous snakes are present and could be
encountered. To do so, the proposed amendment would estab-
lish a notification requirement and specify criteria for determining
compliance.

The proposed amendment to §55.657, concerning Violations
and Penalties, would eliminate subsection (a), which is duplica-
tive of statute and need not be repeated in rule.

The proposed repeal is necessary because the section is du-
plicative of statute and need not be repeated in rule.

The proposed repeal and amendments either implement or are
consistent with the recommendations of the Texas Regulatory
Efficiency Office within the Office of the Governor.

Robert Macdonald, Regulations Coordinator, has determined
that for each of the first five years that the rules as proposed
are in effect, there will be no fiscal implications to state or local
governments as a result of administering or enforcing the pro-
posed rules. The department has determined that the response
required upon being notified by a permittee is negligible in terms
of cost.

Mr. Macdonald also has determined that for each of the first five
years that the rules as proposed are in effect, the public benefit
anticipated as a result of enforcing or administering the proposed
rule will be execution of the recommendations of the Texas Reg-
ulatory Efficiency Office with the Office of the Governor.

There will be minimal adverse economic effect on persons re-
quired to comply with the rules as proposed. Persons who pos-
sess controlled exotic snakes would be required to notify the lo-
cal animal control authority of the location where controlled ex-
otic snakes possessed under a permit are kept; however, the de-
partment has determined that compliance with the requirement
requires very little effort and for all practical purposes, no ex-
pense.

Under provisions of Government Code, Chapter 2006, a state
agency must prepare an economic impact statement and a reg-
ulatory flexibility analysis for a rule that may have an adverse
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economic effect on small businesses, micro-businesses, or rural
communities. As required by Government Code, §2006.002(g),
the Office of the Attorney General has prepared guidelines to as-
sist state agencies in determining a proposed rule's potential ad-
verse economic impact on small and microbusinesses and rural
communities. Those guidelines state that an agency need only
consider a proposed rule's direct adverse economic impacts to
determine if any further analysis is required. For that purpose,
the department considers "direct economic impact" to mean a re-
quirement that would directly impose recordkeeping or reporting
requirements; impose taxes or fees; result in lost sales or prof-
its; adversely affect market competition; or require the purchase
or modification of equipment or services. The department has
determined that the proposed rules will not result in any direct
economic costs to any small businesses, micro-businesses, or
rural communities; therefore, neither the economic impact state-
ment nor the regulatory flexibility analysis described in Govern-
ment Code, Chapter 20086, is required.

The department has not drafted a local employment impact
statement under the Administrative Procedures Act, §2001.022,
as the agency has determined that the rules as proposed will
not impact local economies.

The department has determined that Government Code,
§2001.0225 (Regulatory Analysis of Major Environmental
Rules), does not apply to the proposed rules.

The department has determined that there will not be a taking of
private real property, as defined by Government Code, Chapter
2007, as a result of the proposed rules.

In compliance with the requirements of Government Code,
§2001.0221, the department has prepared the following Govern-
ment Growth Impact Statement (GGIS). The rules as proposed,
if adopted, will neither create nor eliminate a government
program; not result in an increase or decrease in the number
of full-time equivalent employee needs; not result in a need
for additional General Revenue funding; not affect the amount
of any fee; create a new regulation (requiring notification of
local animal control authorities); not expand, limit, or repeal
the function of an existing regulation; not increase the number
of individuals subject to regulation; and neither positively nor
adversely affect the state's economy.

Comments on the proposed rule may be submitted to Assis-
tant Commander Kevin Winters, Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment, 4200 Smith School Road, Austin, Texas 78744; (512)
389-4628; email: kevin.winters@tpwd.texas.gov or via the de-
partment website at www.tpwd.texas.gov.

31 TAC §§55.651, 55.653, 55.657

The amendments are proposed under the authority of Parks
and Wildlife Code, §43.855, which authorizes the commission
to adopt rules to implement Parks and Wildlife Code, Chapter
43, Subchapter V, including rules to govern the possession
or transport of a snake covered by the subchapter and other
matters the commission considers necessary.

The proposed amendments affect Parks and Wildlife Code,
Chapter 43.

$55.651.  Definitions.

The following words and terms, when used in this subchapter, shall
have the following meanings, unless the context clearly indicates oth-
erwise.

(1) Animal control authority--The local governmental en-
tity responsible for regulating and/or enforcing laws applicable to the
possession, control, welfare, and disposition of animals.

(2) [H] Commercial possession--The possession of a con-
trolled exotic snake for the purpose of sale.

(3) [2)] Controlled exotic snake--Any live snake that is:
(A)-(C) (No change.)
(4) [€3)] Possession--Actual care, custody, or control.

(5) [4] Recreational possession--The possession or trans-
portation of a controlled exotic snake for any purpose other than sale.

(6) [€5)] Sale--The transfer of ownership or the right of pos-
session or the offer to transfer ownership or the right of possession of
a controlled exotic snake to a person for a monetary consideration.

§55.653.  Permit Issuance and Period of Validity.
(a) - (b) (No change.)

(c) Within 21 days of the effective date of this subsection or
the issuance of a permit under this subchapter, as applicable, a per-
mittee shall notify the appropriate local animal control authority of the
location(s) within the jurisdiction of the local animal control authority
where a controlled exotic snake possessed by the permittee is kept by
the permittee. The permittee shall obtain, from the animal control au-
thority, written documentation of the notification required by this sub-
section, which shall be maintained by the permittee and produced upon
request of a department employee acting in the scope of official duty.

(d) [€e)] A person who sells a controlled exotic snake or snakes
to another person for purposes of recreational possession shall inform
the purchaser at the time of the sale that:

(1)-(2) (No change.)
§$55.657.  Violations and Penalties.
fa) A person may not intentionally, knowingly, recklessly; or
th eriminal : or allow the ; ity of
a snake covered by this subehapter]
(a) [€®)] A person who violates any provision of the subchap-

ter is subject to the penalties prescribed by Parks and Wildlife Code,
§43.856.

(b) [€e)] The provisions of Parks and Wildlife Code, Chapter
43, Subchapter V and this subchapter may be enforced by any Texas
peace officer.

(c) [€&)] It is a defense to prosecution under §55.652 of this
title (relating to Permit Required) that the person charged produces in
court an appropriate permit issued to the person and valid when the
offense was committed.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602740

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775

¢ ¢ ¢
31 TAC §55.656
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The repeal is proposed under the authority of Parks and Wildlife
Code, §43.855, which authorizes the commission to adopt rules
to implement Parks and Wildlife Code, Chapter 43, Subchap-
ter V, including rules to govern the possession or transport of a
shake covered by the subchapter and other matters the commis-
sion considers necessary.

The proposed repeal affects Parks and Wildlife Code, Chapter
43.

§55.656. Inspection; Seizure.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602741

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775

¢ ¢ ¢

CHAPTER 59. PARKS

SUBCHAPTER A. PARK ENTRANCE AND
PARK USER FEES

31 TAC §59.4

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department proposes an amend-
ment to 31 TAC §59.4, concerning Park Entrance and Park User
Fees.

The proposed amendment would adjust the fee range for group
overnight use of certain facilities to align the lower limits with
current values. The proposed amendment also would make a
minor word change for improved clarity.

The proposed amendment either implements or is consistent
with the recommendations of the Texas Regulatory Efficiency Of-
fice within the Office of the Governor.

Robert Macdonald, Regulations Coordinator, has determined
that for each of the first five years that the rule as proposed
is in effect, there will be no fiscal implications to state or local
governments as a result of administering or enforcing the rule
as proposed.

Mr. Macdonald also has determined that for each of the first five
years that the rule as proposed is in effect, the public benefit an-
ticipated as a result of enforcing or administering the proposed
rule will be execution of the recommendations of the Texas Reg-
ulatory Efficiency Office with the Office of the Governor.

There will be no adverse economic effect on persons required to
comply with the rule as proposed.

Under the provisions of Government Code, Chapter 2006, a
state agency must prepare an economic impact statement and a
regulatory flexibility analysis for a rule that may have an adverse
economic effect on small businesses, micro-businesses, or rural
communities. As required by Government Code, §2006.002(g),
the Office of the Attorney General has prepared guidelines to as-
sist state agencies in determining a proposed rule's potential ad-
verse economic impact on small and microbusinesses and rural
communities. Those guidelines state that an agency need only

consider a proposed rule's direct adverse economic impacts to
determine if any further analysis is required. The department
considers "direct economic impact" to mean a requirement that
would directly impose recordkeeping or reporting requirements;
impose taxes or fees; result in lost sales or profits; adversely
affect market competition; or require the purchase or modifica-
tion of equipment or services. The department has determined
that the proposed rule would result in no direct economic effect
on any small businesses, micro-businesses, or rural community;
therefore, neither the economic impact statement nor the regula-
tory flexibility analysis described in Government Code, Chapter
2006, is required.

The department has not drafted a local employment impact
statement under the Administrative Procedures Act, §2001.022,
as the agency has determined that the rule as proposed will not
impact local economies.

The department has determined that Government Code,
§2001.0225 (Regulatory Analysis of Major Environmental
Rules), does not apply to the proposed rule.

The department has determined that there will not be a taking of
private real property, as defined by Government Code, Chapter
2007, as a result of the proposed rule.

In compliance with the requirements of Government Code,
§2001.0221, the department has prepared the following Govern-
ment Growth Impact Statement (GGIS). The rule as proposed,
if adopted, will neither create nor eliminate a government
program; not result in an increase or decrease in the number
of full-time equivalent employee needs; not result in a need
for additional General Revenue funding; not affect the amount
of any fee; not create a new regulation; not limit, expand, or
repeal an existing regulation; neither increase nor decrease the
number of individuals subject to regulation; and not positively or
adversely affect the state's economy.

Comments on the proposed rule may be submitted to Kim-
berly McNeeley, (512) 389-4415, e-mail: kimberly.mcnee-
ley@tpwd.texas.gov. Comments also may be submitted via
the department's website at http://www.tpwd.texas.gov/busi-
ness/feedback/public_comment/.

The amendment is proposed under Parks and Wildlife Code,
§11.027(e), which authorizes the commission to establish by rule
a fee for entering, reserving, or using a facility or property owned
or managed by the department; §13.015(a), which authorizes
the commission to set park user fees for park services; and
§13.0191, which authorizes the department to set fees for the
use of a facility or lodging at a state park in an amount to recover
the direct and indirect costs of providing the facility or lodging and
provide a reasonable rate of return to the department.

The proposed amendment affects Parks and Wildlife Code,
Chapters 11 and 13.

$59.4.  Activity and Facility Use Fees.
(a) (No change.)

(b) Fee ranges - facility use:
(1)-(3) (No change.)

(4) group overnight use facility or area (bunkhouses, bar-
racks, campsites, shelters), variable by facility type or number of oc-
cupants - $50 [$100] - $1,500;

(5) - (8) (No change.)
(c) - (¢) (No change.)
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The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602742

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER B. LOCAL PARK PLANNING
ASSISTANCE
31 TAC §59.11, §59.12

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department proposes amend-
ments to 31 TAC §59.11, concerning Limitations, and §59.12,
concerning Application for Assistance. The proposed amend-
ments would align the application process with existing grant
processes and modernize language.

The proposed amendments either implement or are consistent
with the recommendations of the Texas Regulatory Efficiency
Office within the Office of the Governor.

Robert Macdonald, Regulations Coordinator, has determined
that for each of the first five years that the proposed amend-
ments are in effect, there will be no fiscal implications to state
or local governments as a result of administering or enforcing
the rules.

Mr. Macdonald also has determined that for each of the first five
years the proposed rules as proposed are in effect, the public
benefit anticipated as a result of enforcing or administering the
proposed rules will be execution of the recommendations of the
Texas Regulatory Efficiency Office with the Office of the Gover-
nor.

There will be no adverse economic effect on persons required to
comply with the rules as proposed.

Under the provisions of Government Code, Chapter 2006, a
state agency must prepare an economic impact statement and a
regulatory flexibility analysis for a rule that may have an adverse
economic effect on small businesses, micro-businesses, or rural
communities. As required by Government Code, §2006.002(g),
the Office of the Attorney General has prepared guidelines to
assist state agencies in determining a proposed rule's potential
adverse economic impact on small and microbusinesses and ru-
ral communities. Those guidelines state that an agency need
only consider a proposed rule's direct adverse economic im-
pacts to determine if any further analysis is required. The de-
partment considers "direct economic impact "to mean a require-
ment that would directly impose recordkeeping or reporting re-
quirements; impose taxes or fees; result in lost sales or profits;
adversely affect market competition; or require the purchase or
modification of equipment or services. The department has de-
termined that the proposed rule does not affect small businesses
or micro-businesses, and any effect on rural communities will be
positive; therefore, neither the economic impact statement nor
the regulatory flexibility analysis described in Government Code,
Chapter 2006, is required.

The department has not drafted a local employment impact
statement under the Administrative Procedures Act, §2001.022,
as the agency has determined that the rules as proposed will
not directly impact local economies.

The department has determined that Government Code,
§2001.0225 (Regulatory Analysis of Major Environmental
Rules), does not apply to the proposed rules.

The department has determined that there will not be a taking of
private real property, as defined by Government Code, Chapter
2007, as a result of the proposed rules.

In compliance with the requirements of Government Code,
§2001.0221, the department has prepared the following Govern-
ment Growth Impact Statement (GGIS). The rules as proposed,
if adopted, will neither create nor eliminate a government
program; not result in an increase or decrease in the number
of full-time equivalent employee needs; not result in a need
for additional General Revenue funding; not affect the amount
of any fee; not create a new regulation; not limit, expand, or
repeal an existing regulation; neither increase nor decrease the
number of individuals subject to regulation; and not positively or
adversely affect the state's economy.

Comments on the proposed rules may be submitted to
Kimberly McNeeley, (512) 389-4415, email: kimberly.mcnee-
ley@tpwd.texas.gov. Comments also may be submitted via
the department's website at http://www.tpwd.texas.gov/busi-
ness/feedback/public_comment/.

The amendments are proposed under Local Government Code,
§331.010, which provides that the department may cooperate
with a municipality or county in the acquisition and establishment
of parks and playgrounds, and may adopt rules for the acquisi-
tion, establishment, and operation of the parks and playgrounds
with the municipality or county as the department and the mu-
nicipality or county consider advisable.

The proposed amendments affect Local Government Code,
Chapter 331.

§59.11.  Limitations.
(a) (No change.)

(b) Basic site planning information is defined as information
provided by the department to assist applicants in defining project
scope, identifying appropriate facilities, and developing site plans
consistent with departmental standards and grant program require-
ments [the dissemination of minimal oral, written or graphic data
needed by an applicant to reasonably define the scope of recreational
activities desired or needed for a particular site and the basie kinds and
quantities of facilities needed to provide such recreational activities].
§$59.12.  Application for Assistance.

(a) An eligible entity may apply for park planning assistance
by submitting an application in the form and manner prescribed by the
department [The governing body of the eity or county must adopt a
resolution directing the highest administrative official to request park
planning assistance. This resolution vests that efficial with full author-
ity to aet for purpeses of the request; if approved].

(b) The department shall notify the applicant of the status
within 30 days of receipt of the application [A letter from the autho-
rized administrative official to the executive director; accompanied by
a copy of the resolution authorizing the request, constitutes the method
of applying for park planning assistanee].

ey Within 30 days of receipt; the executive director or his
designee shall notify the applicant of the status of the request]
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The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602743

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER C. ACQUISITION AND
DEVELOPMENT OF HISTORIC SITES,
BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES

31 TAC §59.42

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department proposes an amend-
ment to 31 TAC §59.42, concerning Land Acquisition Guidelines
(Including Donations). In general, the proposed amendment
reduces wordiness and eliminates repetition while preserving
the gist and intent of the current guidelines without compromis-
ing effectiveness. In particular, the proposed amendment would
broaden the criteria for land acquisition to allow for consideration
of more properties that could be suitable as a site for parklands.

The proposed amendment either implements or is consistent
with the recommendations of the Texas Regulatory Efficiency Of-
fice within the Office of the Governor.

Robert Macdonald, Regulations Coordinator, has determined
that for each of the first five years that the rule as proposed
is in effect, there will be no fiscal implications to state or local
governments as a result of administering or enforcing the rule.

Mr. Macdonald also has determined that for each of the first five
years that the rule as proposed is in effect, the public benefit an-
ticipated as a result of enforcing or administering the proposed
rule will be execution of the recommendations of the Texas Reg-
ulatory Efficiency Office with the Office of the Governor.

There will be no adverse economic effect on persons required
to comply with the rule, as the proposed amendment does not
affect individual persons.

Under the provisions of Government Code, Chapter 2006, a
state agency must prepare an economic impact statement and a
regulatory flexibility analysis for a rule that may have an adverse
economic effect on small businesses, micro-businesses, or rural
communities. As required by Government Code, §2006.002(g),
the Office of the Attorney General has prepared guidelines to as-
sist state agencies in determining a proposed rule's potential ad-
verse economic impact on small and microbusinesses and rural
communities. Those guidelines state that an agency need only
consider a proposed rule's direct adverse economic impacts to
determine if any further analysis is required. The department
considers "direct economic impact" to mean a requirement that
would directly impose recordkeeping or reporting requirements;
impose taxes or fees; result in lost sales or profits; adversely
affect market competition; or require the purchase or modifica-
tion of equipment or services. The department has determined
that the rule as proposed will result in no direct economic effect
on any small businesses, micro-businesses, or rural community,

as the proposed amendment is purely an internal administrative
provision; therefore, neither the economic impact statement nor
the regulatory flexibility analysis described in Government Code,
Chapter 2006, is required.

The department has not drafted a local employment impact
statement under the Administrative Procedures Act, §2001.022,
as the agency has determined that the rule as proposed will not
impact local economies.

The department has determined that Government Code,
§2001.0225 (Regulatory Analysis of Major Environmental
Rules), does not apply to the proposed rule.

The department has determined that there will not be a taking of
private real property, as defined by Government Code, Chapter
2007, as a result of the proposed rule.

In compliance with the requirements of Government Code,
§2001.0221, the department has prepared the following Govern-
ment Growth Impact Statement (GGIS). The rules as proposed,
if adopted, will neither create nor eliminate a government
program; not result in an increase or decrease in the number
of full-time equivalent employee needs; not result in a need
for additional General Revenue funding; not affect the amount
of any fee; not create a new regulation; not limit, expand, or
repeal an existing regulation; neither increase nor decrease the
number of individuals subject to regulation; and not positively or
adversely affect the state's economy.

Comments on the proposed rule may be submitted to Kim-
berly McNeeley, (512) 389-4415, e-mail: kimberly.mcnee-
ley@tpwd.texas.gov. Comments also may be submitted via
the department's website at http://www.tpwd.texas.gov/busi-
ness/feedback/public_comment/.

The amendment is proposed under Parks and Wildlife Code,
§13.001, which requires the commission to adopt rules govern-
ing the acquisition and development of recreational areas, natu-
ral areas, or historical sites.

The proposed rule affects Parks and Wildlife Code, Chapter 13.

$59.42.  Land Acquisition Guidelines (Including Donations).

(a) The commission finds that there are many factors that af-
fect the suitability of land for use as a state park, natural area or historic
site, and objectively quantifying the relative value of one tract over
another can be difficult or impossible. Nonetheless, all potential ac-
quisitions (including donations) are evaluated for their attributes with
respect to the categories delineated in this section. The relative impor-
tance of each parameter within the categories will vary from proposal
to proposal, depending upon the specific needs and goals of the depart-
ment at the time of consideration.

(1) Consistency with the Land and Water Resources Con-
servation and Recreation Plan.

(2) Location near or adjacent to existing state park proper-

ties.

(3) Ability to provide meaningful outdoor recreation op-
portunities for the public.

(4) Presence of important natural features, habitats, or
ecosystems.

(5) Presence of significant cultural, historical, or interpre-
tive resources.

(6) Addresses gaps in recreational opportunities or re-
source representation within the state park system.
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(7) Provides additional benefits such as but not limited to
viewsheds, wildlife corridors, watersheds, or buffers from incompati-
ble land uses.

(8) The department shall consider the size of a parcel of
land as it relates to the factors listed in paragraphs (1) - (5) of this
subsection.

(A) Small parcels (less than 500 acres) should normally
be contiguous to existing properties in the state park system to be con-
sidered, unless the value of the parcel in terms of the criteria listed in
paragraphs (1) - (5) of this subsection is such that the department has a
compelling interest in acquiring the land.

(B) Large parcels (greater than 500 acres) need not be
contiguous to existing properties within the state park system to be
considered for acquisition.

(9) Other relevant factors, including but not limited to cost,
funding availability, access, restrictions, operational feasibility, and
long-term sustainability.

D Contribution to Land and Water Resources Conserva-
the department's Land and Water Resources Conservation and Reere-
ation Plan.]
of the state parks system-}

3) Reecreational value. The land possesses a high poten-
tial for providing pepular; strategie; or eritical oppertunities for reere-
ational enjoyment of the natural world by the publie- Such potential is
characterized by:}

HA) water features such as springs; ereeks; bayous;
rivers, lakes, or coastline:]
that are suitable for hiking; camping; or other types of outdoor use that
are typieally sought after or enjoyed by the publie}

HE) underground features such as ecaves; caverns; or

D) significant aesthetic resourees; such as views or
paneramas; or]
HA) econtains a high-value natural featare or featuress}
{(B) is habitat for rare or endangered species of plants
or animals;]
refleets a representative ecosystem of the state or
could be restored or managed to reflect a natural ecosystem; or}
D) significant geological or paleontological re-
sourees. |
H5) Historical or Interpretive value. The land provides sig-
nificant eultural or historical resources or interpretive value consistent
with the department's Land and Water Resources Conservation and
Reereation Plan. |
H6) The land fills a gap in the inventory of natural or eul-
tural reseurees or recreational opportunities offered by the state park
system:}
[(7)  Ancillary values. The land offers or contains signifi-
eant or valuables

viewsheds:]

1dlif idors:]

watersheds; or]

buffers for existing parkland from development or
f68) Size- The department shall consider the size of a pareel

of land as it relates to the factors set forth in paragraphs (D-(5) of this

subseetion-]

HA) Small pareels (less than 500 aeres) should ner-
mally be contiguous to existing properties in the state park system to be
considered; unless the value of the parcel in terms of the eriteria listed
in paragraphs (1) - (5) of this subsection is such that the department
has a compelling interest in acquiring the land.]

fB) FEarge pareels (greater than 500 aeres) need not be
contiguous to existing properties within the state park system to be eon-
sidered for acquisition; provided that acquisition is consistent with the
department's Land and Water Resources Conservation and Reereation

Pland}

STEE

teria; including; but not limited to cost effectiveness; souree or avail-
abﬂﬁyaffuﬂdmgaeees&deedfes&ﬁe&eﬂ&pe&eﬂﬂal%hfe&ts%efu&u{e
operations from mineral activity, use agreements, previous land uses,
eperating and maintenanee costs or any other factors would make the
use of the land undesirable; impractical; or problematie}

(b) (No change.)

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602744

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775

¢ ¢ ¢
SUBCHAPTER F. STATE PARK
OPERATIONAL RULES

31 TAC §59.134

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department proposes an amend-
ment to 31 TAC §59.134, concerning Rules of Conduct in Parks.
The proposed amendment would provide for electronic means
of notification in addition to verbal and written media and re-
place references to "permits" with references to authorizations
by the department, in order to increase efficiency and accuracy.
The proposed amendment also would delegate certain authori-
ties to park superintendents and their designees (or the depart-
ment generally) rather than the director, in order to provide faster
response times. Additionally, the proposed amendment would
reword subsection (g)(5) to restate the terms of the provision an-
other way with fewer words and alter subsection (1)(3) to require
a permit from the from the Texas Historical Commission rather
than the permission of the department to disturb or remove cul-
tural resources.
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The proposed amendment either implements or is consistent
with the recommendations of the Texas Regulatory Efficiency Of-
fice within the Office of the Governor.

Robert Macdonald, Regulations Coordinator, has determined
that for each of the first five years that the rule as proposed
is in effect, there will be no fiscal implications to state or local
governments as a result of administering or enforcing the rule.

Mr. Macdonald also has determined that for each of the first five
years that the rule as proposed is in effect, the public benefit an-
ticipated as a result of enforcing or administering the proposed
rule will be execution of the recommendations of the Texas Reg-
ulatory Efficiency Office with the Office of the Governor.

There will be no adverse economic effect on persons required to
comply with the rule, as the proposed amendment applies only
to internal operational procedures of the department.

Under the provisions of Government Code, Chapter 2006, a
state agency must prepare an economic impact statement and a
regulatory flexibility analysis for a rule that may have an adverse
economic effect on small businesses, micro-businesses, or rural
communities. As required by Government Code, §2006.002(g),
the Office of the Attorney General has prepared guidelines to as-
sist state agencies in determining a proposed rule's potential ad-
verse economic impact on small and microbusinesses and rural
communities. Those guidelines state that an agency need only
consider a proposed rule's direct adverse economic impacts to
determine if any further analysis is required. The department
considers "direct economic impact" to mean a requirement that
would directly impose recordkeeping or reporting requirements;
impose taxes or fees; result in lost sales or profits; adversely af-
fect market competition; or require the purchase or modification
of equipment or services. The department has determined that
the proposed rule would result in no direct economic effect on
any small businesses, micro-businesses, or rural communities;
therefore, neither the economic impact statement nor the regula-
tory flexibility analysis described in Government Code, Chapter
20086, is required.

The department has not drafted a local employment impact
statement under the Administrative Procedures Act, §2001.022,
as the agency has determined that the rule as proposed will not
impact local economies.

The department has determined that Government Code,
§2001.0225 (Regulatory Analysis of Major Environmental
Rules), does not apply to the proposed rule.

The department has determined that there will not be a taking of
private real property, as defined by Government Code, Chapter
2007, as a result of the proposed rule.

In compliance with the requirements of Government Code,
§2001.0221, the department has prepared the following Govern-
ment Growth Impact Statement (GGIS). The rule as proposed,
if adopted, will neither create nor eliminate a government
program; not result in an increase or decrease in the number
of full-time equivalent employee needs; not result in a need
for additional General Revenue funding; not affect the amount
of any fee; not create a new regulation; not limit, expand, or
repeal an existing regulation; neither increase nor decrease the
number of individuals subject to regulation; and not positively or
adversely affect the state's economy.

Comments on the proposed rule may be submitted to Kim-
berly McNeeley, (512) 389-4415, e-mail: kimberly.mcnee-
ley@tpwd.texas.gov. Comments also may be submitted via

the department's website at http://www.tpwd.texas.gov/busi-
ness/feedback/public_comment/.

The amendment is proposed under Parks and Wildlife Code,
Chapter 13, which authorizes the commission to promulgate
rules governing the conservation, preservation, and use of
state property; the activities of park users (including camping,
swimming, boating, fishing, or other recreational activities); the
regulation of traffic and parking; and conduct which endangers
the health or safety of park users or their property.

The proposed amendment affects Parks and Wildlife Code,
Chapter 13.

§59.134.  Rules of Conduct in Parks.

(a) Abandoned and unattended property. It is an offense for
any person to:

(1)-(2) (No change.)

(3) leave property unattended in a state park without having
received prior verbal or electronic permission from the park superin-
tendent or designee [direetor] or to leave a vehicle unattended after the
closing hour, unless such person is legally in the park after closing, and
unless he has parked the vehicle in a place designated by the director
or he has prior verbal or electronic permission from the park superin-
tendent or designee [direetor].

(b) Alcoholic beverages.
(1) (No change.)

(2) Exceptions. The provisions delineated in paragraph (1)
of this subsection do not apply to an alcoholic beverage:

(A) consumed or displayed by an individual in accor-
dance with the terms and conditions of a special event authorization is-
sued by the department, which may be issued electronically [direetor];

(B) consumed or displayed by an individual within an
area for which such consumption or display is authorized pursuant to a
concession agreement or authorization issued by the department, which
may be issued electronically [direetor]; or

(C) sold by a concessionaire under the terms and con-
ditions of a concession agreement or special event authorization issued
by the department, which may be issued electronically [direetor], pro-
vided:

(i) - (i) (No change.)
(D) (No change.)

(c) Animals. Except as provided in this subsection, it is an
offense for any person to bring into a state park, possess while in a
state park, or release into a state park any species of animal. A pet,
equine, or llama may be brought into and possessed within a state park
as provided in this subsection.

(1)-(2) (No change.)
(3) Wildlife. It is an offense for any person to:

(A) harm, harass, disturb, trap, confine, catch, possess,
or remove any wildlife, or portions of wildlife from a unit of the state
park system, except by a permit issued by the department, which may
be issued electronically, [direeter] or as provided by the Parks and
Wildlife Code, Chapter 62, Subchapter D;

(B) release or introduce any species of animal life
within a park (including waters within a park), except as authorized
by the Parks and Wildlife Code and written order of the Executive
Director or designee, which may be issued electronically; or
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(C) feed or offer food to any wildlife or exotic wildlife,
or to leave food unsecured in a manner that makes the food available
to wildlife or exotic wildlife, unless specifically authorized by the de-
partment, which may be done electronically. The feeding of birds may
be permitted on a park-by-park basis as prescribed by the department.

(d) Arms and Firearms. It is an offense for any person to dis-
play or discharge an arm or firearm in a state park, except while:

(1)-(4) (No change.)

(5) the person has been authorized to do so by written order
of the department, which may be issued electronically [director].

(e) Closed Area. It is an offense for any person to:
(1) (No change.)

(2) enter or remain in an area of a state park that has been
closed by the director or their designee for any reason, including secu-
rity, safety, preservation, or restoration.

(f) (No change.)
(g) Facilities Use. It is an offense for any person to:
(1) (No change.)

(2) keep, use, or arrange a motor vehicle, trailer, camping,
or other equipment except as specified by the department [direetor].
All vehicles and trailers are restricted to designated roads and parking
areas, unless otherwise specified by the department [permit];

(3)-(4) (No change.)

(5) continue to occupy a facility past the established check-
out time [when a check-out time has been established by the director];
or

(6) engage in camping except as authorized by permit,
which may be issued electronically, in areas designated or marked for
that purpose.

(h) Fires, Firewood, Smoking and Fireworks. Portable gas-fu-
eled camp stoves may be used in designated campsites or picnic areas;
however, it is an offense for any person to:

(1) (No change.)

(2) gather firewood except when authorized by the depart-
ment [permit];

(3) (No change.)

(4) possess within a state park any fireworks, explosives, or
similar devices capable of explosion, or to discharge, set off, or cause
to be discharged in or into a state park any such device or substance,
except with written authorization from the department, which may be
issued electronically [director].

(1) Metal detector. It is an offense for any person to operate or
use a metal detector, except as authorized by the park superintendent

or designee [permit].
() (No change.)

(k) Motor Vehicle Use, Possession and Operation.

(1) Operation. It is an offense for any person to:
(A) (No change.)

(B) operate a motor vehicle in a state park if the motor
vehicle is not licensed and inspected as required by the Texas Trans-
portation Code or other law regarding the operation of motor vehicles,

except as specifically authorized by permit, which may be issued elec-
tronically; or

(C) (No change.)
(2) - (5) (No change.)

() Natural and Cultural Resources.

(1) Plant life. It is an offense for any person to willfully
mutilate, injure, destroy, pick, cut, remove, or introduce any plant life
except by permit issued by the department, which may be issued elec-
tronically [direetor].

(2) Geological features. It is an offense for any person
to take, remove, destroy, deface, tamper with, or disturb any rock,
earth, soil, gem, mineral, fossil, or other geological deposit except by
permit issued by the department, which may be issued electronically
[director].

(3) Cultural resources. It is an offense for any person to
take, remove, destroy, deface, tamper with, disturb, or otherwise ad-
versely impact any prehistoric or historic resource, including but not
limited to, buildings, structures, cultural features, rock art, or artifacts,
except under an antiquities permit issued by the Texas Historical Com-
mission, which may be issued electronically [by written order of the
director].

(m) Peace and quiet. It is an offense for any person to:

(1) - (2) (No change.)

(3) use electronic equipment, including electrical speakers,
at a volume which emits sound beyond the immediate individual camp
or picnic site at any time without specific permission of the department,
which may be issued electronically [direetor]; or

(4) (No change.)
(n) (No change.)

(o) Soliciting. It is an offense for any person to solicit funds
or donation of any item, or offer to sell any goods, wares, merchandise,
liquid, or edibles, or render any service for hire, or distribute written
material, in a state park, except by authority of a concession agreement
with the department, which may be issued electronically [approved by
the director].

(p) Water Recreation. It is an offense for any person to:

(1) - (4) (No change.)

(5) moor, dock, or berth a boat or any other object between
the hours of 10 p.m. and 6 a.m., except in mooring areas designated by
the department [direetor]; or

(6) moor, dock, or berth a commercial vessel at any part of
a state park except by authorization from the department, which may
be issued electronically [permit from the direetor].

(@) (No change.)

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.
TRD-202602745
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Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
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CHAPTER 60. MAINTENANCE REVIEWS

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department proposes the repeal
of 31 TAC §60.4 and §60.10 and amendments to §§60.2, 60.3,
and 60.11, concerning Maintenance Reviews.

In 2007, the 80th Texas Legislature enacted House Bill 12, which
required the commission to establish by rule an equipment re-
view system through which the department annually determines
whether any of the department's maintenance equipment has
become outdated equipment. The bill also required the commis-
sion to establish by rule a maintenance provider review system
through which the department annually determines whether a
department maintenance task could be performed more cost-ef-
fectively by a third-party contractor. The rules in 31 TAC Chapter
60 implemented the requirements of H.B. 12.

The proposed amendments and repeals would function collec-
tively to make grammatical corrections, eliminate duplication of
terminology and redundant or self-evident provisions of law, and
reorganize agency rules into fewer sections of the Texas Admin-
istrative Code.

The proposed repeals and amendments either implement or are
consistent with the recommendations of the Texas Regulatory
Efficiency Office within the Office of the Governor.

Robert Macdonald, Regulations Coordinator, has determined
that for each of the first five years that the rules as proposed
are in effect, there will be no fiscal implications to state or local
governments as a result of administering or enforcing the rules
as proposed.

Mr. Macdonald also has determined that for each of the first
five years that the rules as proposed are in effect, the public
benefit anticipated as a result of enforcing or administering the
proposed rules will be execution of the recommendation of the
Texas Regulatory Efficiency Office.

The rules as proposed will not result in adverse economic im-
pacts to persons required to comply.

Under provisions of Government Code, Chapter 2006, a state
agency must prepare an economic impact statement and a regu-
latory flexibility analysis for a rule that may have an adverse eco-
nomic effect on small businesses, micro-businesses, and rural
communities. As required by Government Code, §2006.002(g),
the Office of the Attorney General issued guidelines to assist
state agencies in determining a proposed rule's potential ad-
verse economic impact on small businesses. Those guidelines
state that an agency need only consider a proposed rule's "direct
adverse economic impacts" to small businesses and micro-busi-
nesses to determine if any further analysis is required. For that
purpose, the department considers "direct economic impact" to
mean a requirement that would directly impose recordkeeping or
reporting requirements; impose taxes or fees; result in lost sales
or profits; adversely affect market competition; or require the pur-
chase or modification of equipment or services. The department
has determined that the proposed rules do not affect small busi-

nesses, micro-businesses, or rural communities; therefore, nei-
ther the economic impact statement nor the regulatory flexibility
analysis described in Government Code, Chapter 2006, is re-
quired.

The department has not drafted a local employment impact
statement under the Administrative Procedures Act, §2001.022,
as the agency has determined that the rules as proposed will
not impact local economies.

The department has determined that Government Code,
§2001.0225 (Regulatory Analysis of Major Environmental
Rules), does not apply to the proposed rules.

The department has determined that there will not be a taking of
private real property, as defined by Government Code, Chapter
2007, as a result of the proposed rules.

In compliance with the requirements of Government Code,
§2001.0221, the department has prepared the following Govern-
ment Growth Impact Statement (GGIS). The rules as proposed,
if adopted, will not create a government program; not result in
an increase or decrease in the number of full-time equivalent
employee needs; not result in a need for additional General
Revenue funding; not affect the amount of any fee; not create
a new regulation; not expand an existing regulation; neither
increase nor decrease the number of individuals subject to
regulation; and not positively or adversely affect the state's
economy.

Comments on the proposed rule may be submitted to Robert
Macdonald, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 4200 Smith
School Road, Austin, Texas 78744; (512) 389-4775; email:
robert.macdonald.texas.gov or via the department website at
www.tpwd.texas.gov.

SUBCHAPTER A. MAINTENANCE
EQUIPMENT REVIEW
31 TAC §60.2, §60.3

The amendments are proposed under the authority of Parks and
Wildlife Code, §11.251, which requires the commission to estab-
lish by rule an equipment review system through which the de-
partment annually determines whether equipment has become
outdated.

The proposed amendments affect Parks and Wildlife Code,
Chapter 11.

$§60.2.  Definitions.

The following words and terms, when used in this subchapter, shall
have the following meanings, unless the context clearly indicates oth-
erwise.

(1) (No change.)

(2) [] Department purpose--Any function of the depart-
ment required or authorized by state or federal law.

(3) [€5)] Fair market value--The price at which a piece of
maintenance equipment would change hands between a willing buyer
and a willing seller, neither being under any compulsion to buy or to
sell and both having reasonable knowledge of relevant facts.

(4) [€6)] Maintenance cost--The annual cost to repair or
otherwise keep a piece of maintenance equipment in working order, but
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does not include routine maintenance, such as oil changes, tire replace-
ment, and lubrication, that are part of a scheduled regime of equipment
care.

{(7) Maintenance equipment--Personal property owned by
the department that is used to administer; operate; preserve; repair; ex-
pand; or otherwise maintain real property; including improvements and
fixtures; owned or operated by the department]

8) Operational--The condition of being ecurrently in use
or funetionally eapable of being used-}

(5) [9] Outdated equipment--Capitalized maintenance
equipment that:

(A) - (C) (No change.)

f10) Replacement cost—-The cost of replacing main-
e ]E,E“.]f‘ © CRARCE equipme €
$60.3.  Maintenance Equipment Review System.

(a) (No change.)

(b) Within 60 days after the completion of the report described
in subsection (a) of this section, the department shall initiate the process
to sell or otherwise dispose of outdated equipment that meets any of the
following three criteria:

(1) (No change.)
(2) the equipment no longer serves a department purpose;
(3) (No change.)

(c) The department shall sell or dispose of outdated equipment
identified for sale or disposition pursuant to this subchapter in accor-
dance with applicable law.

(d) The provisions of this subchapter do not prevent the de-
partment from disposing of any property as otherwise may be provided

for by law.
The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-

posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602746

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775

* s *
31 TAC §60.4

The repeal is proposed under the authority of Parks and Wildlife
Code, §11.251, which requires the commission to establish by
rule an equipment review system through which the department
annually determines whether equipment has become outdated.

The proposed repeal and amendments affect Parks and Wildlife
Code, Chapter 11.

§60.4.  Sale of Outdated Equipment.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602747

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775
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SUBCHAPTER B. MAINTENANCE
PROVIDER REVIEW

31 TAC §60.10

The repeal is proposed under the authority of Parks and Wildlife
Code, §11.252, which requires the commission to establish by
rule a maintenance provider review system through which the
department annually determines whether a department mainte-
nance task could be performed more cost-effectively by a third-
party contractor.

The proposed repeal and amendments affect Parks and Wildlife
Code, Chapter 11.

§60.10.  Definitions.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602748

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775

3 ¢ 3
31 TAC §60.11

The amendment is proposed under the authority of Parks and
Wildlife Code, §11.252, which requires the department to es-
tablish by rule a maintenance provider review system through
which the department annually determines whether a depart-
ment maintenance task could be performed more cost-effectively
by a third-party contractor.

The proposed amendment affects Parks and Wildlife Code,
Chapter 11.

$60.11.  Maintenance Provider Review System.
(a) - (b) (No change.)

(c) For the purposes of this subchapter:

(1) "capitalized personal property" means personal prop-
erty having an acquisition value of $5,000 or more; and

(2) "maintenance service" means the administration, oper-
ation, preservation, repair, and expansion of capitalized personal prop-
erty or real property owned or operated by the department.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.
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James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775
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CHAPTER 61. DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION
SUBCHAPTER E. LOCAL PARKS AND
RECREATION GRANT PROGRAM

31 TAC §§61.133 - 61.136

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (the department) pro-
poses amendments to 31 TAC §§61.133 - 61.136, concerning
Local Parks and Recreation Grant Program.

The proposed amendment to §61.133, concerning General Pro-
visions, would replace the word "sponsor" with the word "recipi-
ent" in subsection (g) to more accurately reflect the fact that once
a grant has been awarded, the sponsor becomes a recipient.

The proposed amendment to §61.134, concerning Local Park
and Recreation Grant Program, would decrease the point range
for and condense and simplify the provisions of subsection
(b)(8). The proposed amendment would increase the point
range in subsection (b)(9) to offset the proposed decrease of
the point range in subsection (b)(8).

The proposed amendment to §61.135, concerning Grants for
Community Outreach Outdoor Programs (CO-OP), would in-
crease the total and individual point ranges in subsection (b)(1)
and decrease the point range in subsection (b)(2) accordingly,
while condensing it by eliminating subparagraphs (B) and (C)
and rewording current subparagraph (A) to eliminate redundant
language. The proposed amendment also would increase point
ranges in subsection (b)(3)(A) and (b)(5)(B). The proposed
amendment also would increase the total and individual point
ranges in subsection (b)(3) and (5) to offset the alterations made
to the point ranges in subsection (b)(2).

The proposed amendment to §61.136, concerning Small Com-
munity Grant Program, would decrease the point range in and
condense and simplify the provisions of subsection (b)(7). The
proposed amendment would increase the point range of subsec-
tion (b)(8) to offset the proposed decrease of the point range in
subsection (b)(7).

The proposed amendments either implement or are consistent
with the recommendations of the Texas Regulatory Efficiency
Office within the Office of the Governor.

Robert Macdonald, Regulations Coordinator, has determined
that for each of the first five years that the rules as proposed
are in effect, there will be no fiscal implications to state or
local governments as a result of administering or enforcing the
proposed rules.

Mr. Macdonald also has determined that for each of the first five
years that the rules as proposed are in effect, the public benefit
anticipated as a result of enforcing or administering the proposed
rules will be execution of the recommendations of the Texas Reg-
ulatory Efficiency Office with the Office of the Governor.

There will be no adverse economic effect on persons required to
comply with the rules as proposed.

Under provisions of Government Code, Chapter 2006, a state
agency must prepare an economic impact statement and a reg-
ulatory flexibility analysis for a rule that may have an adverse
economic effect on small businesses, micro-businesses, or rural
communities. As required by Government Code, §2006.002(g),
the Office of the Attorney General has prepared guidelines to as-
sist state agencies in determining a proposed rule's potential ad-
verse economic impact on small and microbusinesses and rural
communities. Those guidelines state that an agency need only
consider a proposed rule's direct adverse economic impacts to
determine if any further analysis is required. For that purpose,
the department considers "direct economic impact" to mean a re-
quirement that would directly impose recordkeeping or reporting
requirements; impose taxes or fees; result in lost sales or prof-
its; adversely affect market competition; or require the purchase
or modification of equipment or services. The department has
determined that the proposed rules will not result in any direct
economic costs to any small businesses, micro-businesses, or
rural communities; therefore, neither the economic impact state-
ment nor the regulatory flexibility analysis described in Govern-
ment Code, Chapter 2006, is required.

The department has not drafted a local employment impact
statement under the Administrative Procedures Act, §2001.022,
as the agency has determined that the rule as proposed will not
impact local economies.

The department has determined that Government Code,
§2001.0225 (Regulatory Analysis of Major Environmental
Rules), does not apply to the proposed rule.

The department has determined that there will not be a taking of
private real property, as defined by Government Code, Chapter
2007, as a result of the proposed rule.

In compliance with the requirements of Government Code,
§2001.0221, the department has prepared the following Govern-
ment Growth Impact Statement (GGIS). The rule as proposed,
if adopted, will neither create nor eliminate a government pro-
gram; not result in an increase or decrease in the number of
full-time equivalent employee needs; not result in a need for
additional General Revenue funding; not affect the amount of
any fee; not create a new regulation; not expand, limit, or repeal
an existing regulation; not increase the number of individuals
subject to regulation; and neither positively nor adversely affect
the state's economy.

Comments on the proposed rules may be submitted to Kimberly
McNeeley, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 4200 Smith
School Road, Austin, Texas 78744; (512) 389-4415; email: kim-
berly.mcneeley@tpwd.texas.gov or via the department website
at www.tpwd.texas.gov.

The amendments are proposed under the authority of Parks and
Wildlife Code, Chapter 24, which requires the department to
adopt regulations for grant assistance to local governmental en-
tities.

The proposed amendments affect Parks and Wildlife Code,
Chapter 24.

$61.133.  General Provisions.
(a) - (f) (No change.)

(g) Projects funded under this subchapter shall be pursued by
the recipient [spenser] in accordance with the timelines established by
the department for each project, unless the department determines that
circumstances beyond the recipient's [spenser's] control warrant time-
line extension. Failure to meet timelines or timeline extensions shall
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be grounds for the department to initiate cancellation of the affected
project.

(h) (No change.)

§61.134.  Local Parks and Recreation Grant Program
(a) (No change.)
(b) Scoring Criteria.

(1)-(7) (No change.)

(8) Under-served Populations (Total Range: 0-5 [0-10]
points). The proposed project increases opportunity and improves
access to parks and recreation facilities for low-income citizens,
defined as the percentage of households making less than $35,000 per

year, based on economic and demographic data for the service area
from the most recent federal census data [under-served populations].

(A) Project improves opportunities for low-income cit-
izens, defined as the percent of households making less than $35,000
per year, based on economic and demographic data for the service area
from the most recent federal census data; and/or]

(B) Project improves opportunities for ethnic minority
citizens, defined as the percent of a population that does not select
"white alone" on the US Census, based on economic and demographic
data for the service area from the most recent census data; determined
by multiplying the sum of percentage of population qualifying as low-
income and percentage of population qualifying as minority by 5.]

(9) Accessibility (Total Range: 0-10 [0-5] points). The
proposed project provides park and recreation opportunities for phys-

ically/mentally challenged citizens that exceed federal and state re-
quired accessibility standards.

(10) - (13) (No change.)

§61.135.  Grants for Community Outreach Outdoor Programs (CO-
OP).

(a) (No change.)
(b) Scoring Criteria:
(1) CO-OP Priorities (Total Range: 0-25 [0-15] points).

(A) The quality and efficacy of proposed project out-
comes relative to CO-OP priorities. (0-10 [6-8] point range)

(B) The quality of the proposed project's involvement
of participants in sustained direct connections to the department, in-
cluding department sites, programs, and personnel. (0-15 [0-7] point
range)

(2) Under-served Populations (Total Range: 0-5 [0-30]
points).

[(A)] The extent to which the proposed project in-
cludes under-served [target] populations, including [female; ethnie
minerity;] low-incomel[;] and physically or mentally challenged popu-
lations. [(0-6 point range per target population for a maximum of 24
peints:)]

{B) A elearly articulated plan demonstrating a reason-

HE) A feasible plan to track and report demegraphie
inf ion. (0-3 poi :

(3) Expected Impact (Total Range: 0-40 [0-30] points).
The expected project results in terms of participant and environmental
impact, including:

(A) A project narrative illustrating goals that are fea-
sible, fully developed, specific, measurable, attainable, relevant, and
present a high potential for success. (0-15 [0-5] point range)

(B) - (E) (No change.)
(4) (No change.)

(5) Organizational Capacity (Total Range: 0-10 [0-5]
points). The applicant demonstrates the capacity to manage and
implement the grant project:

(A) (No change.)

(B) The applicant demonstrates to the department's sat-
isfaction that qualified staff and resources are in place to manage the
grant from inception to completion, or, alternatively, evidence that the
applicant is partnered with an entity to provide staff and/or resources
necessary to manage the grant from inception to completion. (0-7 [6-2]
point range)

(C) (No change.)
(6) (No change.)

$§61.136. Small Community Grant Program.
(a) (No change.)

(b) Scoring Criteria:
(1) - (6) (No change.)

(7) Under-served Populations (Total Range: 0-5 [0-10]
points). The proposed project increases opportunity and improves
access to parks and recreation facilities for low-income citizens,
defined as the percentage of households making less than $35,000 per
year, based on economic and demographic data for the service area
from the most recent federal census data. [under-served pepulations:]
izens, defined as the percent of households making less than $35,000
from the most recent federal census data; or}
ity eitizens; defined as the percent of a pepulation that does net se-
lect "white alone" on the US Census, based on economic and demo-
termined by multiplying the sum of percentage of population qualifying
53

(8) Accessibility (Total Range: 0-10 [06-5] points). The
proposed project provides park and recreation opportunities for phys-
ically/mentally challenged citizens that exceed federal and state re-
quired accessibility standards.

9)-(13)

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

(No change.)

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602750

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775
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CHAPTER 65. WILDLIFE

SUBCHAPTER A. STATEWIDE HUNTING
PROCLAMATION

DIVISION 2. OPEN SEASONS AND BAG
LIMITS

31 TAC §65.42

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department proposes an amend-
ment to 31 TAC §65.42, concerning Deer. The proposed amend-
ment would alter provisions governing the take of mule deer by
archery equipment to eliminate calendar conflict and allow the
use of firearms for the take of white-tailed deer on high-fenced
properties in Collin, Dallas, Grayson, and Rockwall counties that
are enrolled in the department's Managed Lands Deer Program
(MLDP).

Under current rule, the take of white-tailed deer in Collin, Dallas,
Grayson, and Rockwall counties is restricted to lawful archery
equipment, including on properties enrolled in the MLDP (a habi-
tatimprovement program in which participants agree to a harvest
quota specified by the department in exchange for enhanced
bag limits and extended season dates). The department has re-
ceived a petition for rulemaking requesting that firearms be made
lawful means for the harvest of deer on MLDP properties in the
affected counties, provided the property is surrounded by a high
fence. The department has determined that there is no biological
reason to restrict the means of take for white-tailed deer in Collin,
Dallas, Grayson, and Rockwall counties generally, and certainly
not on high-fenced properties enrolled in the MLDP; therefore,
the department proposes to allow any lawful means for the take
of white-tailed deer in the affected counties, provided the prop-
erty is enrolled in the MLDP and surrounded by a fence of least
seven feet in height that is capable of retaining deer at all times.
The seven-foot value was selected because it is a generally ac-
cepted standard and is the standard used in other department
regulations governing deer management.

In a previous rulemaking, the commission lengthened archery
seasons for mule deer. In the process, an inadvertent calendar
conflict was created with other mule deer seasons, which could
cause confusion. The proposed amendment would remedy that
issue.

Robert Macdonald, Regulations Coordinator, has determined
that for each of the first five years that the rules as proposed
are in effect, there will be no fiscal implications to state or local
government as a result of enforcing or administering the rules
as proposed.

There will be no effect on persons required to comply with the
rules as proposed with respect to mule deer harvest and the
rule as proposed requires no person to take white-tailed deer in
Collin, Dallas, Grayson, or Rockwall counties; however, persons
who wish to take or allow the take of white-tailed deer by firearm
in the affected counties would not be able to do so unless the
property is surrounded by a fence of at least seven feet in height.
The department estimates that the cost of fencing meeting the
requirements of the rule as proposed is approximately $55,000
per mile, which could be higher or lower depending on terrain.

Mr. Macdonald also has determined that for each of the first
five years that the rule as proposed is in effect, the public benefit
anticipated as a result of enforcing or administering the proposed
rule will be accurate rules free of conflict and increased flexibility
in the choice of means of take in certain counties.

Under the provisions of Government Code, Chapter 2006, a
state agency must prepare an economic impact statement and a
regulatory flexibility analysis for a rule that may have an adverse
economic effect on small businesses and micro-businesses.
Those guidelines state that an agency need only consider a
proposed rule's "direct adverse economic impacts" to small
businesses and micro-businesses to determine if any further
analysis is required. For that purpose, the department considers
"direct economic impact" to mean a requirement that would di-
rectly impose recordkeeping or reporting requirements; impose
taxes or fees; result in lost sales or profits; adversely affect
market competition; or require the purchase or modification of
equipment or services.

The department has determined that the proposed rule regulates
various aspects of recreational license privileges that allow indi-
vidual persons to pursue and harvest wildlife resources in this
state and therefore does not directly affect small businesses,
micro-businesses, or rural communities. Therefore, neither the
economic impact statement nor the regulatory flexibility analysis
described in Government Code, Chapter 2006, is required.

The department has not drafted a local employment impact
statement under the Administrative Procedures Act, §2001.022,
as the agency has determined that the rule as proposed will not
impact local economies.

The department has determined that Government Code,
§2001.0225 (Regulatory Analysis of Major Environmental
Rules), does not apply to the proposed rule.

The department has determined that there will not be a taking of
private real property, as defined by Government Code, Chapter
2007, as a result of the proposed rule.

In compliance with the requirements of Government Code,
§2001.0221, the department has prepared the following Govern-
ment Growth Impact Statement (GGIS). The rule as proposed, if
adopted, will neither create nor eliminate a government program;
not result in an increase or decrease in the number of full-time
equivalent employee needs; not result in a need for additional
General Revenue funding; not affect the amount of a fee; not
limit or repeal an existing rule or create a new regulation, but will
liberalize means and methods for the take of white-tailed deer
in four counties; neither increase nor decrease the number of
individuals subject to regulation; and not positively or adversely
affect the state's economy.

Comments on the proposed rules may be submitted to Kory
Gann, Big Game Program Director, at (512) 389-4363, email:
kory.gann@tpwd.texas.gov, or via the department website at
www.tpwd.texas.gov.

The amendment is proposed under the authority of Parks and
Wildlife Code, Chapter 61, which requires the commission to reg-
ulate the periods of time when it is lawful to hunt, take, or possess
game animals, game birds, or aquatic animal life in this state; the
means, methods, and places in which it is lawful to hunt, take,
or possess game animals, game birds, or aquatic animal life in
this state; the species, quantity, age or size, and, to the extent
possible, the sex of the game animals, game birds, or aquatic
animal life authorized to be hunted, taken, or possessed; and
the region, county, area, body of water, or portion of a county
where game animals, game birds, or aquatic animal life may be
hunted, taken, or possessed.

The proposed amendment affects Parks and Wildlife Code,
Chapter 61.
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§65.42.  Deer.
(a) (No change.)

(b) White-tailed deer. The open seasons and bag limits for
white-tailed deer shall be as follows.

(1) (No change.)

(2) North Zone. The general open season for the counties
listed in this paragraph is from the first Saturday in November through
the first Sunday in January.

(A) - (G) (No change.)

(H) In Collin, Dallas, Grayson, and Rockwall counties
there is a general open season:

(i) - (i) (No change.)

(iii) lawful means are restricted to lawful archery
equipment, except on properties subject to the provisions of §65.29
of this title (relating to Managed Lands Deer (MLD) Programs), where
any lawful means may be used, provided the property is completely
surrounded by a fence of not less than seven feet in height that is capa-
ble of retaining deer at all times under reasonable and ordinary circum-
stances|[, including properties for which MLDP tags have been issued];

and

(iv) all deer harvested on properties not subject to
the provisions of §65.29 of this title [elating to Managed Lands Deer
MED) Pregrams)] must be reported via the department's internet or
mobile application within 24 hours of the time of kill, including deer
harvested during any special season established by subsection (b)(5) -
(7) of this section.

(¢) Mule Deer.
(1) - (4) (No change.)

(5) Archery-only open seasons and bag and possession lim-
its shall be as follows.

(A) In Andrews, Armstrong, Bailey, Borden, Briscoe,
Carson, Castro, Childress, Cochran, Coke, Collingsworth, Cottle,
Crosby, Dallam, Dawson, Deaf Smith, Dickens, Donley, Fisher, Floyd,
Foard, Gaines, Garza, Gray, Hale, Hall, Hansford, Hardeman, Hartley,
Hemphill, Hockley, Hutchinson, Kent, King, Knox, Lamb, Lipscomb,
Lubbock, Lynn, Martin, Moore, Motley, Ochiltree, Oldham, Parmer,
Potter, Randall, Roberts, Scurry, Sherman, Stonewall, Swisher, Terry,
Wheeler, and Yoakum counties:

(i) from the Saturday closest to September 30
through the Friday immediately prior to Thanksgiving Day [fer 56
conseeutive days]; and

(i) (No change.)

(B) InCrane, Crockett, Culberson, Ector, El Paso, Hud-
speth, Jeff Davis, Loving, Midland, Presidio, Reagan, Reeves, Upton,
Val Verde, Ward, and Winkler counties:

(i) from the Saturday closest to September 30
through Thanksgiving Day [fer 62 eonseecutive days]; and

(i) (No change.)

(C) In Brewster, Pecos, and Terrell counties:

(i) from the Saturday closest to September 30
through Thanksgiving Day [for 62 consecutive days].

(i) (No change.)
(D) (No change.)

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602752

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775

¢ L4 ¢
SUBCHAPTER I. DEPREDATION PERMITS

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department proposes the repeal of
31 TAC §65.224 and §65.226, amendments to 31 TAC §65.221
and §65.227, and new §65.224 and §65.226, concerning Depre-
dation Permits. The proposed rules eliminate language that is
redundant or duplicative of statutory provisions, reword admin-
istrative provisions for simplicity, and provide for the department
to prescribe additional methods of take of wildlife under a permit
issued under the subchapter. Under current rule, the means of
take under a depredation permit for terrestrial wildlife other than
alligators is limited to centerfire firearms, rimfire firearms, and
shotguns.

The passage of H.B. 2842 by the most recent regular session of
the Texas Legislature altered the Parks and Wildlife Code to pro-
vide a pathway for political subdivisions, state and federal agen-
cies, public institutions of higher education, and property owners'
associations to address public safety and habitat impacts caused
by wildlife overpopulations in areas where traditional hunting ac-
tivities are inadequate for that purpose. Proposed new §65.226,
regarding Means and Methods, would simply replace the cur-
rent species-by-species enumeration of restrictions with a gen-
eral mechanism for the department to prescribe or allow modal-
ities for lethal take (such as air rifles and archery equipment) as
appropriate or necessary.

The remaining components of the proposed rules eliminate lan-
guage that is either redundant or already in statute and therefore
unnecessary, or reword provisions to improve readability.

Kory Gann, Big Game Program Leader, Wildlife Division, has
determined that for each of the first five years that the rules as
proposed are in effect, there will be no direct fiscal implications
to state or local governments as a result of administering or en-
forcing the rules.

Mr. Gann also has determined that for each of the first five years
the proposed repeal rules as proposed are in effect, the public
benefit anticipated as a result of enforcing or administering the
proposed rules will be additional mechanisms for protection of
public safety via supervised control of wildlife population man-
agement.

There will be no adverse economic effect on persons required to
comply with the rules as proposed.

Under the provisions of Government Code, Chapter 2006, a
state agency must prepare an economic impact statement and a
regulatory flexibility analysis for a rule that may have an adverse
economic effect on small businesses, micro-businesses, or rural
communities. As required by Government Code, §2006.002(g),
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the Office of the Attorney General has prepared guidelines to as-
sist state agencies in determining a proposed rule's potential ad-
verse economic impact on small and microbusinesses and rural
communities. Those guidelines state that an agency need only
consider a proposed rule's direct adverse economic impacts to
determine if any further analysis is required. The department
considers "direct economic impact "to mean a requirement that
would directly impose recordkeeping or reporting requirements;
impose taxes or fees; result in lost sales or profits; adversely af-
fect market competition; or require the purchase or modification
of equipment or services.

The department has determined that the proposed rules do not
affect small businesses, micro-businesses, or rural communi-
ties. Therefore, neither the economic impact statement nor the
regulatory flexibility analysis described in Government Code,
Chapter 2006, is required.

The department has not drafted a local employment impact
statement under the Administrative Procedures Act, §2001.022,
as the agency has determined that the rules as proposed will
not impact local economies.

The department has determined that Government Code,
§2001.0225 (Regulatory Analysis of Major Environmental
Rules), does not apply to the proposed rules.

The department has determined that there will not be a taking of
private real property, as defined by Government Code, Chapter
2007, as a result of the proposed rules.

In compliance with the requirements of Government Code,
§2001.0221, the department has prepared the following Govern-
ment Growth Impact Statement (GGIS). The rules as proposed,
if adopted, will neither create nor eliminate a government pro-
gram; not result in an increase or decrease in the number of
full-time equivalent employee needs; not result in a need for
additional General Revenue funding; not affect the amount of
any fee; not create a new regulation per se; not limit, expand, or
repeal an existing regulation; neither increase nor decrease the
number of individuals subject to regulation; and not positively or
adversely affect the state's economy.

Comments on the proposed rules may be submitted to Kory
Gann, (512) 389-4363, email: kory.gann@tpwd.texas.gov.
Comments also may be submitted via the department's website
at http://www.tpwd.texas.gov/business/feedback/public_com-
ment/.

31 TAC §§65.221, 65.224, 65.226, 65.227

The amendments and new rules are proposed under the author-
ity of Parks and Wildlife Code, Chapter 43, Subchapter H, autho-
rizes the department to adopt rules to implement that chapter.

The proposed new rules affect Parks and Wildlife Code, Chapter
43.

$65.221.

(a) - (b) (No change.)

e} A depredation permit may be issued at any time upon a
finding by the department that protected wildlife presents a threat to
publie safety}

(c) [€d)] Lawful hunting activities may take place on a property
for which a depredation permit has been issued.

General Provisions.

(d) [€e)] The department will not issue a permit under this sub-
chapter to control fur-bearing animals. Nuisance fur-bearing animals

are addressed by Subchapter Q of this chapter (relating to Statewide
Fur-bearing Animal Proclamation).

(e) [€H] Nothing in this subchapter shall be construed to re-
lieve any person of any other applicable requirements of federal, state,
or local law, including laws prescribing hunting license and hunter ed-
ucation requirements.

fe) Netwithstanding other provisions of this subehapter; the
department will not issue a permit under this subchapter for the killing
of mule deer; pronghern antelope; or desert bighoern sheep; exeept as

() [(W)] The department may at any time require an applicant
for a depredation permit or a person to whom a depredation permit
has been issued to furnish evidence clearly showing serious damage as
defined in §65.220(4)(B) and (C) of this title (relating to Definitions).

§65.224.  Period of Validity.

(a) The department shall specify the period of validity for a
depredation permit.

(b) Regardless of the period of validity specified by the depart-
ment, a depredation permit issued for agricultural damage is not valid:

(1) unless the crop, or product, for which the permit is is-
sued has been planted and is growing on the property for which the

permit is issued; or

(2) after the crop for which the permit is issued has been
harvested on the property for which the permit is issued.

§65.226. Means and Methods.

The means and methods for take of wildlife under a permit issued under
this subchapter shall be prescribed by the department.

§65.227.  Documentation, Reporting, and Recordkeeping.
(a) (No change.)

(b) A person conducting activities under a depredation permit
shall maintain an accurate daily log of all activities conducted under a
depredation permit. The daily log shall be made available at the request
of any department employee acting within the scope of official duties,
and shall indicate, at a minimum:

(1)-(2) (No change.)

(3) ifthe animal is a deer, whether the deer was antlered or
antlerless[; and if the deer was antlered; the number of antler points on
each main beam];

(4) - (5) (No change.)
(¢) (No change.)

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602753

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775
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31 TAC §65.224, §65.226
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The repeals are proposed under the authority of Parks and
Wildlife Code, Chapter 43, Subchapter H, authorizes the de-
partment to adopt rules to implement that chapter.

The proposed repeals affect Parks and Wildlife Code, Chapter
43.

$§65.224.  Period of Validity.
$65.226. Means and Methods.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602754

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775
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CHAPTER 69. RESOURCE PROTECTION
SUBCHAPTER D. MEMORANDUM OF
UNDERSTANDING

31 TAC §69.71

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department proposes an amend-
ment to §69.71, concerning Memorandum of Understanding be-
tween the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and the Texas
Department of Transportation.

The proposed amendment would adopt by reference a Mem-
orandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department (TPWD) and the Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT) concerning transportation projects and
highway improvement projects ("TxDOT construction projects”
or "projects").

Transportation Code, §201.607, requires TxDOT to adopt an
MOU with each state agency that has responsibility for the
protection of the natural environment, which includes TPWD.
Among other things, the MOU must address "the responsibilities
of each agency entering into the memorandum relating to the
review of the potential environmental . . . effect of a highway
project." Transportation Code, §201.607, also requires TxDOT
to adopt the memoranda and all revisions by rule and to exam-
ine and revise the memoranda every five years. In addition,
§201.607 requires each agency that is a party to the MOU to
adopt revisions to the MOU by rule.

Under Parks and Wildlife Code, §12.0011, TPWD is the state
agency with primary responsibility for protecting the state's
fish and wildlife resources. This section also requires TPWD
to provide "recommendations that will protect fish and wildlife
resources to local, state, and federal agencies that approve,
permit, license, or construct developmental projects" and to
provide "information on fish and wildlife resources to any local,
state, and federal agencies or private organizations that make
decisions affecting those resources."

The MOU is intended to implement the statutory obligations of
both TXxDOT and TPWD regarding review of projects covered by
the MOU for impacts to natural resources.

The current MOU between TPWD and TxDOT (43 TAC §§2.201
- 2.207) provides for TPWD review of TxDOT projects that have
the potential to affect natural resources within the jurisdiction
of TPWD. In accordance with Transportation Code, §201.607,
TPWD and TxDOT have examined the current MOU and devel-
oped a new MOU. The proposed new MOU was published by
TxDOT in the February 13, 2026, issue of the Texas Register
(51 TexReg 874). The new MOU has been adopted by TxDOT
and the notice of adoption was published in the June 5, 2026
issue of the Texas Register; (51 TexReg 3812).

Robert Macdonald, Regulations Coordinator, has determined
that for each of the first five years that the rule as proposed is in
effect, there will be no fiscal implications for the department as
a result of enforcement or administration of the rule.

There will be no fiscal implications for other units of state or local
government.

Mr. Macdonald also has determined that for each of the first five
years that the rule as proposed is in effect, the public benefit
anticipated as a result of enforcing or administering the rule will
be increased efficiency in completing the environmental review
of TxDOT projects, more effective coordination between TxDOT
and TPWD on the projects, and the ability of TPWD to provide
additional protection of natural resources and habitat.

There will be no adverse economic effect on persons required to
comply with the rule as proposed.

Under the provisions of Government Code, Chapter 2006, a
state agency must prepare an economic impact statement and a
regulatory flexibility analysis for a rule that may have an adverse
economic effect on small businesses and micro-businesses. As
required by Government Code, §2006.002(g), in April 2008, the
Office of the Attorney General issued guidelines to assist state
agencies in determining a proposed rule's potential adverse eco-
nomic impact on small businesses. These guidelines state that
"[glenerally, there is no need to examine the indirect effects of a
proposed rule on entities outside of an agency's regulatory juris-
diction." The guidelines state that an agency need only consider
a proposed rule's "direct adverse economic effects" to small busi-
nesses and micro-businesses to determine if any further analy-
sis is required. The guidelines also list examples of the types of
costs that may result in a "direct economic impact." Such costs
may include costs associated with additional recordkeeping or
reporting requirements; new taxes or fees; lost sales or profits;
changes in market competition; or the need to purchase or mod-
ify equipment or services.

The department has determined that because the rule is an
adoption by reference of an existing rule promulgated by an-
other state agency, and because that agency determined the
MOU will not affect any regulated community, the rule will not
affect small businesses, micro-businesses, or rural communi-
ties. Therefore, the department has determined that neither the
economic impact statement nor the regulatory flexibility analysis
described in Government Code, Chapter 2006, are necessary.

The department has not drafted a local employment impact
statement under the Administrative Procedures Act, §2001.022,
as the agency has determined that the rule as proposed will not
impact local economies.

The department has determined that Government Code,
§2001.0225 (Regulatory Analysis of Major Environmental
Rules), does not apply to the proposed rule.
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The department has determined that there will not be a taking of
private real property, as defined by Government Code, Chapter
2007, as a result of the proposed rule.

In compliance with the requirements of Government Code,
§2001.0221, the department has prepared the following Govern-
ment Growth Impact Statement (GGIS). The rule as proposed,
if adopted, will neither create nor eliminate a government pro-
gram; not result in an increase or decrease in the number of
full-time equivalent employee needs by the department; not
result in a need for additional General Revenue funding; not
affect the amount of any fee; not create a new regulation; not
expand, limit, or repeal an existing regulation; not increase
the number of individuals subject to regulation; and neither
positively nor adversely affect the state's economy.

Comments on the proposed rule may be submitted to Laura
Zebehazy, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 4200 Smith
School Road, Austin, Texas 78744; (512) 389-4638 (e-mail:
laura.zebehazy@tpwd.state.tx.us), or via the department web-
site at www.tpwd.texas.gov.

The amendment is proposed under the authority of Transporta-
tion Code, §201.607, which requires TPWD to adopt by rule a
memorandum of understanding with the Texas Department of
Transportation and each state agency that is responsible for the
protection of the natural environment or for the preservation of
historical or archeological resources.

The proposed amendment affects Transportation Code, Chapter
201.

$69.71.  Memorandum of Understanding between the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department and the Texas Department of Transportation.

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission adopts by reference the pro-
visions 0f 43 TAC §§2.201 - 2.206 [§§2-264 - 2:214] (relating to Mem-
orandum of Understanding with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment).

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602755

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 389-4775
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TITLE 37. PUBLIC SAFETY AND CORREC-
TIONS

PART 13. TEXAS COMMISSION ON
FIRE PROTECTION

CHAPTER 439. EXAMINATIONS FOR
CERTIFICATION

SUBCHAPTER A. EXAMINATIONS FOR
ON-SITE DELIVERY TRAINING

37 TAC §439.19

The Texas Commission on Fire Protection (Commission) pro-
poses an amendment to 37 Texas Administrative Code (TAC)
§439.19(b), "Examinations," to revise the examination chart.
The Commission takes this action under Government Code
§419.008(a), which authorizes the Commission to develop and
adopt rules necessary to implement its functions and duties
relating to fire protection.

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

The purpose of the proposed amendment is to enhance flexibility
in the fire protection personnel certification process by revising
the examination chart in §439.19(b). The amendment creates
additional combination examination options for the Basic Struc-
ture Fire Suppression curriculum, allowing candidates greater
flexibility in the certification pathway. The amendment also con-
solidates the separate Basic Fire Inspector | and Basic Fire In-
spector |l examinations into a single Basic Fire Inspector exam-
ination, streamlining the inspection certification pathway. The
chart has been reformatted to reflect these structural changes,
improving clarity and usability for training facilities and candi-
dates.

FISCAL NOTE AND IMPACT ON STATE AND LOCAL GOV-
ERNMENT

Michael Wisko, Agency Chief, has determined that for each year
of the first five-year period these amendments are in effect, there
will be no fiscal impact on state or local government as a result
of enforcing or administering these rules.

PUBLIC BENEFIT AND COST NOTE

Mr. Wisko has also determined that for each of the first five years
these amendments are in effect, the anticipated public benefit
will be increased flexibility in examination scheduling and deliv-
ery options for certification candidates, along with streamlined
inspection certification pathways. There are no anticipated eco-
nomic costs to individuals required to comply with the proposed
rules.

LOCAL ECONOMY IMPACT STATEMENT

There is no anticipated effect on local employment or the local
economy for the first five years the amendments are in effect;
therefore, no local employment impact statement is required un-
der Texas Government Code § 2001.022.

ECONOMIC IMPACT ON SMALL BUSINESSES, MICRO-BUSI-
NESSES, AND RURAL COMMUNITIES

The Commission has determined that there will be no effect on
small or micro-businesses or rural communities as a result of
implementing these amendments; therefore, no economic im-
pact statement or regulatory flexibility analysis is required under
Texas Government Code § 2006.002.

GOVERNMENT GROWTH IMPACT STATEMENT

Under Texas Government Code § 2001.0221, the Commission
has determined that during the first five years the amendments
are in effect:

The rules will not create or eliminate a government program;

The rules will not create or eliminate any existing employee po-
sitions;

The rules will not require an increase or decrease in future leg-
islative appropriations;

PROPOSED RULES
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The rules will not result in an increase or decrease in fees paid
to the agency;

The rules will not create a new regulation;
The rules will not expand, limit, or repeal an existing regulation;

The rules will not increase the number of individuals subject to
the rule; and

The rules are not anticipated to have an adverse effect on the
state's economy.

TAKINGS IMPACT ASSESSMENT

The Commission has determined that the proposed amendment
does not restrict or burden private real-property rights and there-
fore does not constitute a taking under Texas Government Code
§ 2007.043.

COSTS TO REGULATED PERSONS

The proposed amendment does not impose additional costs on
regulated persons, including another state agency, a special dis-
trict, or a local government, and therefore are not subject to
Texas Government Code § 2001.0045.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

The Commission has determined that the proposed amendment
does not require an environmental impact analysis because the
amendment is not a major environmental rule under Texas Gov-
ernment Code § 2001.0225.

REQUEST FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

Comments on the proposed amendment may be submitted in
writing within 30 days of publication of this notice in the Texas
Register to:

Frank King, General Counsel

Texas Commission on Fire Protection
P.O. Box 2286, Austin, Texas 78768
Email: frank.king@tcfp.texas.gov

STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The proposed amendment is authorized by Texas Government
Code §419.008(a), which authorizes the Commission to adopt
rules for the administration of its statutory responsibilities.

Cross Reference to Statute: Texas Government Code, Chapter
419.

$439.19.  Number of Test Questions.

(a) Each examination may have two types of questions: pilot
and active. Pilot questions are new questions placed on the examination
for statistical purposes only. These questions do not count against an
examinee if answered incorrectly. The maximum possible number of
pilot questions will be 10% of the number of exam questions, rounded
up.

(b) The number of questions on an examination, sectional ex-
amination, or retest will be based upon the specific examination, or
number of recommended hours for a particular curriculum or section
as shown in the table below. Any pilot questions added to an examina-
tion, sectional examination, or retest will be in addition to the number
of exam questions.

Figure: 37 TAC §439.19(b)
[Figure: 37 TAC §43919(h)]
The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-

posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 2, 2026.

TRD-202602719

Mike Wisko

Agency Chief

Texas Commission on Fire Protection

Earliest possible date of adoption: August 16, 2026
For further information, please call: (512) 936-3812

¢ ¢ ¢

51 TexReg 4688 July 17, 2026 Texas Register


mailto:frank.king@tcfp.texas.gov

< ADOPTED

Adopted rules include new rules, amendments to existing rules, and repeals of existing
LE S rules. A rule adopted by a state agency takes effect 20 days after the date on which it is
filed with the Secretary of State unless a later date is required by statute or specified in
the rule (Government Code, §2001.036). If a rule is adopted without change to the text of the proposed rule, then the
Texas Register does not republish the rule text here. If a rule is adopted with change to the text of the proposed rule, then
the final rule text is included here. The final rule text will appear in the Texas Administrative Code on the effective date.

TITLE 10. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

PART 5. OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR,
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND
TOURISM OFFICE

CHAPTER 181. TEXAS LEVERAGE FUND
PROGRAM
10 TAC §§181.1 - 181.10

The Office of the Governor, Economic Development and Tourism
Office ("Office") adopts the repeal of 10 TAC §§181.1 - 181.10,
concerning the Texas Leverage Fund Program, without changes
to the proposed text as published in the March 20, 2026, issue
of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 1784). The repealed sections
will not be republished.

REASONED JUSTIFICATION OF ADOPTED REPEAL

The rules in 10 TAC Chapter 181 implement the Texas Leverage
Fund program under a 1992 Master Resolution that expired on
August 31, 2022, and was not renewed. The Office has com-
pleted the winddown of program operations under that Master
Resolution-based framework, and the rules are obsolete. The
adopted repeal removes regulations that are no longer neces-
sary.

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS

The Office received no comments regarding the proposed re-
peal.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY

This repeal is adopted under Texas Government Code §489.002,
which authorizes the Office to adopt rules necessary to carry out
the purposes of Chapter 489.

CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE

The adopted repeal affects Texas Government Code §§489.002
and 489.108. No other statutes, articles, or codes are affected
by the adopted repeal.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on June 30, 2026.
TRD-202602698

Adriana Cruz

Executive Director

Office of the Governor, Economic Development and Tourism Office
Effective date: July 20, 2026

Proposal publication date: March 20, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 463-2000
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TITLE 19. EDUCATION

PART 2. TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY

CHAPTER 103. HEALTH AND SAFETY
SUBCHAPTER CC. COMMISSIONERS RULES
CONCERNING SAFE SCHOOLS

19 TAC §103.1209

The Texas Education Agency (TEA) adopts an amendment to
§103.1209, concerning mandatory school drills. The amend-
ment is adopted with changes to the proposed text as published
in the April 10, 2026 issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg
2339) and will be republished. The adopted amendment imple-
ments Senate Bill (SB) 57, 89th Texas Legislature, Regular Ses-
sion, 2025, by establishing requirements to ensure school sys-
tems provide equal access to safety during emergency incidents,
required drills, and district-approved exercises for students and
district personnel with access and functional needs.

REASONED JUSTIFICATION: Section 103.1209 requires that
school districts and open-enroliment charter schools conduct
emergency drills in accordance with Texas Education Code
(TEC), §37.114.

SB 57, 89th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2025, amended
TEC, §37.1086, to require the commissioner to establish rules
related to accommodations for students with an individualized
education program or a plan created under the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. Section 794), Section 504, during a
mandatory school drill required under TEC, §37.114. The
adopted amendment makes the following changes to implement
SB 57.

In subsection (b), definitions were added to align with require-
ments ensuring equal access to safety for students and staff with
disabilities during required drills and emergency events.

New subsection (d) was added to ensure students with access
and functional needs participate in required drills, and it pro-
vides guidance and considerations for ensuring equal access
to safety. Further, in response to public comment, subsection
(d)(4)(G) was added at adoption, ensuring input from or briefing
individuals with close and continuous contact with students with
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disabilities (e.g., interpreters, private duty nurses, or those re-
sponsible for personal care services).

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS AND AGENCY RESPONSES: The
public comment period on the proposal began April 10, 2026,
and ended May 11, 2026. Following is a summary of the public
comments received and agency responses.

Comment: Two community members commented in support
of inclusive safety practices, encouraging specific guidance on
supporting students with communication needs (e.g., consider-
ations for augmentative and alternative communication (AAC)
use, staff training, and sensory considerations).

Response: The agency agrees. Inclusive safety practices man-
date equal access to safety for individuals with access and func-
tional needs during mandatory drills, approved exercises, and
emergency incidents.

Comment: A Texas school administrator commented that, while
the intent of the proposed amendment is understandable, the ad-
ditional rule language introduces more compliance expectations,
thereby risking increased administrative burden without signifi-
cantly improving student safety outcomes. The commenter fur-
ther stated that the proposal reflects a continued emphasis on
procedural and compliance-driven requirements rather than ad-
dressing the more pressing needs of public education.

Response: This comment is outside the scope of the proposed
rulemaking.

Comment: A Texas school administrator commented that local
school systems are best positioned to design and implement ef-
fective safety procedures that account for the unique needs of
their students and staff. The commenter stated that state man-
dates in this area limit local flexibility without clear evidence of
added value. The commenter urged the agency to limit changes
to only what is required by statute and avoid expanding regula-
tory requirements that do not directly enhance student safety.

Response: The agency disagrees. TEC, §37.1086, requires the
agency to establish, by rule, recommendations and guidelines to
ensure that students and staff with access and functional needs
have equal access to safety during mandatory drills, approved
exercises, and emergency incidents. The amendment fulfills this
statutory directive.

Comment: State Representative Mary Gonzalez and Disability
Rights Texas suggested the amendment include obtaining in-
put from or briefing individuals with close and continuous con-
tact with students with disabilities (e.g., interpreters, private duty
nurses, or those responsible for personal care services).

Response: The agency agrees. This suggestion was incorpo-
rated as new subsection (d)(4)(G) at adoption.

Comment: The Texas Council of Administrators of Special Edu-
cation (TCASE) commented that the definition of individuals with
access and functional needs creates confusion because there
is no associated mechanism with how to determine if an indi-
vidual meets the criteria. TCASE further commented that TEC,
§37.1086, does not require accommodations for students with
disabilities, stating the law directs TEA to develop recommended
accommodations for students with disabilities during a manda-
tory school drill and requires districts to document accommoda-
tions for students with disabilities in their emergency operations
plans (EOPs).

Response: The agency disagrees and has determined the def-
inition is sufficient as proposed. The definition provided clearly

identifies the populations requiring consideration for accommo-
dations in emergency preparedness activities.

Comment: TCASE commented that there is no requirement
in SB 57 to discuss emergency procedures with parents in an
admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) committee meeting.
TCASE stated that including this discussion within the ARD
meeting will make ARD committee meetings even longer, po-
tentially removing general and special educators from providing
services to students while participating in longer IEP meetings.

Response: The agency disagrees and has determined that the
rule is sufficient as proposed. The rule encourages discussions
regarding emergency procedures with parents and/or those to
standing in parental relation because it strengthens prepared-
ness, coordination, and student-specific safety planning.

Comment: TCASE commented that a multihazard emergency
operations plan is commonly referred to as the MEOP versus
EOP, as outlined in the proposed rule.

Response: The agency disagrees. EOP is a widely recognized
term in safety and security contexts, specifically in emergency
management, education, and public sector operations.

Comment: TCASE commented that there is no statutory author-
ity for the proposed language stating that only staff members
can assume responsibility for assisting students during drills and
emergency situations.

Response: The agency disagrees and has determined the lan-
guage is sufficient as proposed. Staff members receive training
in and subsequently implement emergency response protocols
during mandatory drills and emergency events.

Comment: TCASE commented that the proposed rule should
provide schools with discretion related to the participation of stu-
dents with disabilities in drills to minimize disruption for the stu-
dent.

Response: The agency disagrees and has determined that the
rule is sufficient as proposed. Students, including those with dis-
abilities, should participate in mandatory drills because drills are
the primary mechanism for teaching and reinforcing the skills
necessary to respond safely and effectively during actual emer-
gencies.

Response: The agency disagrees that a change should be made
at this time. There may be challenges with estimating aver-
age daily attendance (ADA) for certain charter schools. Charter
FIRST indicator 16 for the 2026-2027 rating year in Figure 19
TAC §109.1001(f)(2) reflects variations for points based on four
groups of ADA. The agency will review information related to this
indicator as it relates charter schools with student populations
from correctional facilities and residential treatment centers. The
agency is willing to make adjustments that are deemed neces-
sary if a charter school submits an appeal for the indicator after
the preliminary rating is released. The agency has maintained
language as proposed concerning Charter FIRST indicator 16 in
the figures in subsection (f)(1) and (2).

STATUTORY AUTHORITY. The amendment is adopted under
Texas Education Code (TEC), §37.114, which requires the com-
missioner of education to provide best practices for conducting
emergency drills and exercises and to designate the number and
type of mandatory school drills to be conducted each semester
of the school year; and TEC, §37.1086, as amended by Senate
Bill 57, 89th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2025, which
requires the Texas Education Agency to develop by rule recom-
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mendations and guidelines regarding accommodations for a stu-
dent with an individualized education program or a plan created
under the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. Section 794),
Section 504, during a mandatory school drill.

CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE. The amendment im-
plements Texas Education Code, §37.114; and §37.1086, as
amended by Senate Bill 57, 89th Texas Legislature, Regular
Session, 2025.

$§103.1209. Mandatory School Drills.

(a) Requirement. Each school system shall conduct emer-
gency safety drills in accordance with Texas Education Code (TEC),
§37.114. Drills do not include persons role playing as active aggres-
sors or other simulated threats.

(b) Definitions and related terms. The following words and
terms related to drills and exercises, when used in this section, shall
have the following meanings, unless the context clearly indicates other-
wise. These definitions do not apply to an active threat exercise, which
is defined in TEC, §37.1141, and associated rules, if any.

(1) General terms.

(A) Active aggressor--An individual actively engaged
in killing or attempting to kill people in a confined and populated area.

(B) Drill--A set of procedures that test a single, specific
operation or function. Drills do not include persons role playing as
active aggressors or other simulated threats. Drill examples include
evacuating for a fire or locking down from an internal threat.

(C) Exercise--An instrument to train for, assess, prac-
tice, and improve performance in mitigation, prevention, preparedness,
response, and recovery in a risk-free environment. While drills and
exercises may overlap in some aspects, discussion-based and opera-
tion-based exercises are often more in depth and multi-faceted.

(D) Individuals with access and functional needs--Per-
sons who may have temporary or permanent additional needs in func-
tional areas, including, but not limited to, maintaining independence,
communication, transportation, supervision, and medical care, as well
as students with an individualized education program (IEP) created un-
der the Individuals with Disabilities Act (20 U.S.C. Section 1400, et
seq.) or a plan created under the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C.
Section 794), Section 504.

(E) School system--This term includes traditional inde-
pendent or consolidated public school districts and open-enrollment
charter schools.

(2) Terms defining the level of exercise.

(A) Full-scale exercise--Typically the most complex
and resource-intensive type of exercise. It involves multiple agencies,
organizations, and jurisdictions and validates many facets of pre-
paredness. This exercise often includes many players operating under
cooperative systems such as the Incident Command System (ICS) or
Unified Command. Resources and staff are mobilized as needed. All
actions are taken as if the emergency is real. A full-scale exercise is the
most time-consuming activity in the exercise continuum and is a mul-
tiagency, multijurisdictional effort in which all resources are deployed.
A full-scale exercise tests collaborations among the agencies and
participants, public information systems, communication systems, and
equipment. An Emergency Operations Center is established by either
law enforcement or fire services, and the ICS is activated. Because of
all the logistics and resources needed for a full-scale exercise, it often
takes a year to plan and is not held often. Usually, a school system is
not the organizer of such an exercise, but it would play a critical role
in both function and potential facility use.

(B) Functional exercise--Designed to validate and eval-
uate capabilities, multiple functions and/or sub-functions, or interde-
pendent groups of functions. A functional exercise is typically focused
on exercising plans, policies, procedures, and staff members involved
in management, direction, command, and control functions. It allows
participants to practice their specific roles or functions in an emergency.
This type of exercise is conducted in a realistic, real-time simulated en-
vironment and often includes simulators (individuals who assist with
the facilitation of the exercise) and follows a master scenario events
list that dictates additional information, occurrences, or activities that
affect the exercise scenario.

(C) Seminar exercise--A discussion-based exercise de-
signed to orient participants to new or updated plans, policies, or proce-
dures through informal discussions. Seminar exercises are often used
to impart new information and formulate new ideas.

(D) Tabletop exercise--A small group discussion that
walks through a scenario and the courses of action a school will need
to take before, during, and after an emergency to lessen the impact on
the school community. Participants problem-solve together through a
detailed discussion of roles, responsibilities, and anticipated courses
of action. A tabletop exercise leverages a defined scenario to direct
discussion and may need an experienced facilitator depending on the
complexity and objectives of the exercise.

(E) Workshop exercise--A type of discussion-based ex-
ercise focused on increased participant interaction and achieving or
building a product (e.g., plans or policies). A workshop exercise is
typically used to test new ideas, processes, or procedures; train groups
in coordinated activities; and obtain consensus. A workshop exercise
often uses breakout sessions to explore parts of an issue with smaller
groups.

(3) Terms defining the type of drill.

(A) Evacuation drill--A response action school systems
take to quickly move students and staff from one place to another. The
primary objective of an evacuation is to ensure that all staff, students,
and visitors can quickly move away from the threat. Evacuation exam-
ples include a bomb threat or internal gas leak.

(B) Fire drill--A method of practicing how a building
would be vacated in the event of a fire. The purpose of fire drills in
buildings is to ensure that everyone knows how to exit safely as quickly
as possible.

(C) Lockdown drill--A response action school systems
take to secure (close, latch, and lock) interior portions of school build-
ings and grounds during incidents that pose an immediate threat of vi-
olence inside the school. The primary objective is to quickly ensure all
students, staff, and visitors are secured away from immediate danger.

(D) Secure drill--A response action school systems take
to secure (close, latch, and lock) the perimeter of school buildings and
grounds during incidents that pose a threat or hazard outside of the
school building. This type of drill uses the security of the physical
facility to act as protection to deny entry.

(E) Shelter for hazardous materials (hazmat) drill--A
response action school systems take to quickly move students, staff,
and visitors indoors, perhaps for an extended period of time, because
it is safer inside the building than outside. Affected individuals may
be required to move to rooms without windows or to rooms that can
be sealed. Examples of a shelter-in-place for hazmat drill include train
derailment with chemical release or smoke from a nearby fire.

(F) Shelter for severe weather drill--A response action
school systems take to quickly move students, staff, and visitors in-
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doors, perhaps for an extended period of time, because it is safer inside
the building than outside. For severe weather, depending on the type
and/or threat level (watch versus warning), affected individuals may be
required to move to rooms without windows on the lowest floor possi-
ble or to a weather shelter.

(c) Frequency. TEC, §37.114(2), requires the commissioner
of education to designate the number of mandatory school drills to be
conducted each semester of the school year, not to exceed eight drills
each semester and sixteen drills for the entire school year. Neither
this rule, nor the law, precludes a school system from conducting more
drills as deemed necessary and appropriate. Following is the required
minimum frequency of drills by type.

(1) Secure drill--One per school year.

(2) Lockdown drill--Two per school year (once per
semester).

(3) Evacuation drill--One per school year.

(4) Shelter drill (for either severe weather or hazmat)--One
per school year.

(5) Fire drill--School systems should consult with the local
authority having jurisdiction (e.g., fire marshal) and comply with its
requirements and recommendations. If a school system does not have
a local authority or has not adopted a fire code, it shall conduct four
drills per school year (two per semester).

(d) Equal access. In accordance with TEC, §37.108 and
§37.1086, school systems must provide equal access to safety during
emergency incidents, required drills, and district-approved exercises
for students and district personnel with access and functional needs.
Students with access and functional needs must participate in required
drills.

(1) School systems must designate a person to ensure each
campus has reviewed all IEPs and Section 504 plans to identify students
who require accommodations to have access to safety and security dur-
ing drills and emergency situations.

(2) School systems must acknowledge that all IEP or Sec-
tion 504 plans for students in the school system who require accom-
modations to access safety and security during drills and emergency
situations are considered when drafting their multihazard emergency
operations plan (EOP). Accommodations to ensure access to safety and
security must be documented locally and shared with appropriate cam-
pus-level personnel and the school system's Safety and Security Com-
mittee.

(3) EOP updates must avoid using personal identifying in-
formation, in accordance with the Family Educational Rights and Pri-
vacy Act.

(4) Ensuring equal access to safety during emergency inci-
dents, required drills, and approved exercises shall include:

(A) incorporating recommendations from the Texas Ed-
ucation Agency's (TEA's) Guidelines for Multihazard Emergency Op-
erations, as posted on the TEA website;

(B) informing and training staff about emergency re-
sponse protocols and encouraging educators to discuss emergency pro-
cedures with parents (or those standing in parental relation) as part of
IEP meetings and/or other reviews;

(C) identifying pre-evacuation sites that are accessible
to students and staff with disabilities;

(D) developing a schedule of daily activities and classes
that identify where students and staff with access needs are located
during each period of the day;

(E) planning a primary and secondary evacuation route
from each location students and staff members are during the day;

(F) classroom storage of disability-related supplies, as-
sistive equipment, and tools needed during emergency incidents, re-
quired drills, or district-approved exercises (e.g., a go kit); and

(G) obtaining input from or briefing individuals with
close and continuous contact with students with disabilities (e.g., in-
terpreters, private duty nurses, or those responsible for personal care
services).

(5) Only staff members can assume the responsibility of
assisting students during drills and emergency situations.

(6) School systems must additionally consider the follow-

ing:
(A) the classroom location and placement of students
with disabilities. School systems should evaluate the accessibility of

nearby exits, proximity to the school nurse, and classroom placement
in multi-story buildings;

(B) the benefit of incorporating both audible and vi-
sual elements in alarm systems for fire, public address systems, severe
weather notifications, and lockdown alerts;

(C) the availability of medicines or medical devices
during drills and emergency situations. School systems should make
alternative arrangements to meet these needs if medicines or medical
devices may be unavailable; and

(D) using lessons learned from required drills to iden-
tify gaps and update existing multihazard EOPs.

(e) Best practices for conducting drills and exercises. This
subsection highlights best practices for conducting drills and exercises.
For more information about best practices, refer to Texas School Safety
Center guidance.

(1) Dirills and exercises should be designed and conducted
in accordance with guidance and best practice resources provided by
the Texas School Safety Center.

(2) Dirill and exercise design should include purpose, goals,
and objectives that are stated in plans for each type of drill. Purpose,
goals, and objectives should be developed with input from all sectors
of the school community. Input in planning should be sought from
multiple stakeholder perspectives for each type of drill and exercise,
including from:

(A) the school system's School Safety and Security
Committee;

(B) first responders;
(C) mental and behavioral health professionals;
(D) students and families; and

(E) staff, including non-traditional teachers, coaches,
trade instructors, custodians, and food service workers.

(3) Drill and exercise design elements should include:

(A) physical and psychological safety for all partici-
pants;

(B) planning in a trauma-informed manner to maximize
learning and to minimize potential trauma for students and staff;
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(C) providing advance notification of drills and exer-
cises;

(D) planning for post-drill or after-action reviews of
each drill and exercise; and

(E) ensuring drills and exercises are age and develop-
mentally appropriate with the understanding that more complex drills
and exercises will require a hierarchy of learning to achieve or obtain
more advanced goals or objectives.

(4) Exercises are more complex than drills. It is recom-
mended that school systems start with discussion-based exercises and
work up to operation-based exercises. Discussion-based exercises in-
clude seminar exercises, tabletop exercises, and workshop exercises.
Operation-based exercises include functional exercises and full-scale
exercises. Exercises can be used for:

(A) testing and validating policies, plans, procedures,
training, equipment, and interagency agreements;

(B) clarifying and training personnel in roles and re-
sponsibilities;

(C) improving interagency coordination and communi-
cations;

(D) identifying gaps in resources;
(E) improving individual performance; and
(F) identifying opportunities for improvement.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 6, 2026.

TRD-202602759

Cristina De La Fuente-Valadez

Director, Rulemaking

Texas Education Agency

Effective date: July 26, 2026

Proposal publication date: April 10, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 475-1497
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TITLE 26. HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

PART 1. HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES COMMISSION

CHAPTER 745. LICENSING

The executive commissioner of the Texas Health and Hu-
man Services Commission (HHSC) adopts amendments to
§§745.21, 745.609, 745.615, 745.631, 745.643, 745.683,
745.695, 745.751, 745.775, and 745.8483; new §745.675; and
the repeal of §745.601 and §745.607.

Section 745.21 is adopted with changes to the proposed text as
published in the April 24, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51
TexReg 2589) This rule will be republished.

Sections 745.601, 745.607, 745.609, 745.615, 745.631,
745.643, 745.675, 745.683, 745.695, 745.751, 745.775,
745.8483 are adopted without changes to the proposed text as
published in the April 24, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51
TexReg 2589). These rules will not be republished.

BACKGROUND AND JUSTIFICATION

The adopted rules are necessary to comply with Senate Bill (SB)
1849, 88th Legislature, Regular Session, 2023. SB 1849 cre-
ated Texas Health and Safety Code Chapter 810, Interagency
Reportable Conduct Search Engine, and amended Texas Hu-
man Resources Code §§42.056(b), 42.159(c), and 42.206(c).
The search engine created by the bill will include findings of re-
portable conduct by the Texas Education Agency, Texas Juvenile
Justice Department, and HHSC Employee Misconduct Registry
that were not previously included in background check results
received by HHSC Child Care Regulation (CCR). The search
engine also includes central registry findings from the Texas De-
partment of Family and Protective Services, but CCR received
those central registry findings before the search engine was cre-
ated and will continue to receive them. CCR is adopting rules to
define the search engine required by statute, require CCR's use
of the search engine as part of any subject's background check,
and clarify that the reportable conduct findings may prevent a
person from being present at an operation or affect a person's
ability to receive or maintain an administrator's license.

CCR also updated the rules and definitions to provide additional
detail regarding background check and licensing procedures and
to improve the readability and understanding of the rules.

COMMENTS

The 31-day comment period ended May 26, 2026. HHSC did
not receive any comments.

HHSC made minor editorial changes in §745.21 and §745.21(2)
to correct punctuation.

Additionally, HHSC is not adopting the proposed changes to di-
vision numbers for Subchapter F, Division 7, "Immediate Threat
or Danger to the Health or Safety of Children".

SUBCHAPTER A. PRECEDENCE AND
DEFINITIONS
DIVISION 2. DEFINITIONS

26 TAC §745.21
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The amendment is adopted under Texas Government Code
§524.0151, which provides that the executive commissioner
of HHSC shall adopt rules for the operation and provision of
services by the health and human services system, and Texas
Government Code §524.0005, which provides the executive
commissioner of HHSC with broad rule-making authority. In
addition, the adoption of rule changes relating to §§745.21,
745.601, 745.607, 745.609, 745.615, 745.631, 745.643,
745.675, 745.683, 745.695, 745.751, 745.775, and 745.8483
are authorized by Texas Human Resources Code §42.042,
which requires the executive commissioner to adopt rules
and minimum standards related to required qualifications and
background checks of employees at regulated facilities.

§$745.21.  Definitions.

The following terms in this chapter have the following meanings unless

the context clearly indicates otherwise:

(1) Abuse--As defined in the
§261.001(1).

(2) Affinity--Related by marriage, as set forth in Texas
Government Code §573.024.

Texas Family Code
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(3) Business entity--May include an association, corpora-
tion, nonprofit association, nonprofit corporation, nonprofit association
with religious affiliation, nonprofit corporation with religious affilia-
tion, limited liability company, political subdivision, or state agency.
For purposes of this chapter, this definition does not include any type
of "partnership."

(4) Capacity--The maximum number of children that a per-
mit holder may care for at one time.

(5) Caregiver--A person who is counted in the child to care-
giver ratio, whose duties include the supervision, guidance, and protec-
tion of a child.

(6) CBCU--Centralized Background Check Unit. A subdi-
vision of Child Care Regulation that conducts background checks.

(7) CCR--Child Care Regulation. A department of the
Texas Health and Human Services Commission responsible for regu-
latory oversight of child care operations.

(8) Central registry--A DFPS database of persons who
have been found by DFPS to have abused, neglected, or exploited a
child.

(9) Child--A person under 18 years old.

(10) Child care facility--An operation defined in Texas Hu-
man Resources Code §42.002(3).

(11) Child day care--Taking care of, supervising, teaching,
or educating:

(A) achild under 14 years old who is not related to the
caregiver, for less than 24 hours a day, in a place other than the child's
own home, including taking care of school-age children before or after
the regular school day; or

(B) arelated child under 14 years old, for less than 24
hours a day, that occurs in the caregiver's or child's home if the care is
given:

(i) under the auspices of a listed family home; and

(ii) the caregiver follows the requirements in the
Texas Labor Code Chapter 313, including providing care in the child's
home only if:

(1) the child or one of the child's siblings is dis-
abled;

(II)  the child or one of the child's siblings is under
18 months old;

(IlI) the child has a parent 18 years old or
younger;

(IV)  the child has a parent 19 years old, who is in
high school working towards a diploma;

(V) the child's parent works during the evening,
overnight, or on the weekend and taking the child out of the home
would be disruptive to the child; or

(VD) the Texas Workforce Commission deter-
mines there are no other child care options available in the community.

(12) Children related to the caregiver--Children described
in Texas Human Resources Code §42.002(16).

(13) Client in care--A child or young adult in the care of an
operation.

(14) Consanguinity--As defined in Texas Government
Code §573.022.

(15) Contiguous--Sharing a common border or located in
the same building.

(16) Controlling person--A person described in Texas Hu-
man Resources Code §42.002(18).

(17) Criminal history--Information collected by criminal
justice agencies about a person's interactions with the criminal justice
system, including a person's record of arrests, convictions, and other
types of criminal justice involvement.

(18) Days--Calendar days, unless otherwise stated.

(19) Deficiency--Any failure to comply with a statute, ad-
ministrative rule, minimum standard, condition on a permit, or condi-
tion of probation.

(20) Designated finding--A finding in the DFPS central
registry against a person (also known as a designated perpetrator) who
has not finished challenging the finding through an administrative
review, a due process hearing, or other rights of appeal.

(21) Designated perpetrator--A person listed in the DFPS
central registry who has a designated finding of child abuse, neglect,
or exploitation.

(22) Designee--The person named on the application as the
designated representative of the operation who is officially authorized
by the owner to speak for and act on the operation's behalf.

(23) DFPS--Texas Department of Family and Protective
Services.

(24) DPS--Texas Department of Public Safety.

(25) Employee--Any natural person who works for or has
a contract with the permit holder.

(26) Endanger--To expose a child to a situation where
physical or mental injury to a child is likely to occur.

(27) Exploitation--As defined in Texas Family Code
§261.001(3).

(28) FBI--Federal Bureau of Investigation.

(29) Fingerprint-based criminal history check--A search
that compares a subject's fingerprints with the:

(A) DPS database of arrests and dispositions for alleged
crimes committed in Texas;

(B) FBI database of arrests and dispositions for alleged
crimes committed in the United States and Territories;

(C) DPS database of the Texas sex offender registry;
and

(D) FBI database of the National Sex Offender Reg-
istry.

(30) Full license--Issued to operate a child care operation
after meeting the requirements of this chapter either while maintaining
a license or to issue a full license instead of an initial license as de-
scribed in this chapter.

(31) Full permit--Includes a listing, registration, compli-
ance certification, or a full license.

(32) Governing body--A person or group of persons or offi-
cers of a business or governmental entity that has ultimate control over
the operation.

(33) Governmental entity--A political subdivision or state
agency of Texas.
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(34) HHSC--Texas Health and Human Services Commis-
sion.

(35) HHSC EMR--The Employee Misconduct Registry
maintained by HHSC.

(36) Household member--A person who lives in an opera-
tion or verified foster home, who is not a caregiver or client in care.

(37) Initial background check--The first background check
that an operation requests for a person.

(38) Initial license--As defined in Texas Human Resources
Code §42.051. An initial license is valid for 12 months from the date
of issuance; however, CCR may renew an initial license for up to an
additional six months.

(39) Licensed administrator--A licensed child care admin-
istrator or licensed child placing agency administrator as defined in
Texas Human Resources Code §43.001.

(40) Licensing--CCR, which was formerly titled Child
Care Licensing.

(41) Minimum standards--Regulatory administrative rules
that permit holders must follow to protect the health, safety, and well-
being of children. These rules are found in:

(A) Chapter 742 of this title (relating to Minimum Stan-
dards for Listed Family Homes);

(B) Chapter 743 of this title (relating to Minimum Stan-
dards for Shelter Care);

(C) Chapter 744 of this title (relating to Minimum Stan-
dards for School-Age and Before or After-School Programs);

(D) Chapter 746 of this title (relating to Minimum Stan-
dards for Child-Care Centers);

(E) Chapter 747 of this title (relating to Minimum Stan-
dards for Child-Care Homes);

(F) Chapter 748 of this title (relating to Minimum Stan-
dards for General Residential Operations);

(G) Chapter 749 of this title (relating to Minimum Stan-
dards for Child-Placing Agencies); and

(H) Subchapter D, Division 11 of this chapter (relating
to Employer-Based Child Care).

(42) Name-based Texas criminal history check--A search
that compares a subject's name with the:

(A) DPS database of arrests and dispositions for alleged
crimes committed in Texas; and

(B) DPS database for the Texas sex offender registry.

(43) National Sex Offender Registry--A national database
that has records on persons who are required to register on a jurisdic-
tion's sex offender registry.

(44) Neglect--As defined in the Texas Family Code
§261.001(4).

(45) Operation (also known as a child care operation)--Any
person or entity that must have a permit according to Texas Human
Resources Code Chapter 42.

(46) Out-of-state child abuse and neglect registry check--A
search that compares the subject's name with another state's or terri-
tory's database of persons who have been found to have abused or ne-
glected a child.

(47) Out-of-state criminal history check--A search that
compares the subject's name or fingerprints with another state's or
territory's database of arrests and dispositions for crimes committed in
the other state or territory.

(48) Out-of-state sex offender registry check--A search that
compares the subject's name with another state's or territory's sex of-
fender registry.

(49) Owner--The sole proprietor, partnership, or business
or governmental entity that owns an operation that is subject to CCR's
regulation.

(50) Parent--A person or entity that has legal responsibility
for or legal custody of a child, including the managing conservator or
legal guardian of the child or a legally authorized representative of an
entity with managing conservatorship of the child.

(51) Permit--A license, certification, registration, listing,
compliance certificate, or any other written authorization granted by
CCR to operate a child care operation. This also includes an adminis-
trator's license.

(52) Permit holder--The owner of the operation that is
granted the permit.

(53) Pre-kindergarten age child--A child who is three or
four years of age before the beginning of the current school year.

(54) Present at an operation--A person is present at an op-
eration if the person has or may have contact with children in care. This
includes:

(A) the person is physically present at an operation
while any child is in care, unless the person is present for the sole
purpose of attending orientation or pre-service training or is briefly
present for business unrelated to child care and does not have contact
with children in care;

(B) the person has responsibilities that may require the
person to be present at an operation while any child is in care;

(C) the person resides at an operation or is present at an
operation on a regular or frequent basis; or

(D) the person has direct access to any child in care,
including supervised or unsupervised direct access to any child.

(55) Program--Activities and services provided by an op-
eration.

(56) Regularly or frequently present at an operation--Vis-
iting the operation often, at regular times, or consistently over time.

(A) A person is regularly or frequently present at an op-
eration if the person:

(i) is present at the operation on a scheduled basis;

(ii) visits the operation three or more times in a
30-day period, with each visit being less than 24 hours, and with mul-
tiple or repeated visits to an operation within the same day counting
as one Visit;

(iii) stays or lives at the operation for more than
seven days in a row; or

(iv) stays or lives at the operation three or more
times per year, with each stay being more than 48 hours.

(B) For foster homes, the following persons are not con-
sidered to be regularly or frequently present at a foster home:
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(i) achild unrelated to a foster parent who visits the
foster home, unless:

() the child is responsible for the care of a foster
child; or

(1I) there is a reason to believe that the child has
a criminal history or previously abused or neglected another child; and

(ii) an adult unrelated to a foster parent who visits
the foster home, unless:

(I) the adult has unsupervised access to children
in care; or

(II) there is a reason to believe that the adult has
a criminal history or previously abused or neglected a child.

(C) For a child day care operation, a parent is not con-
sidered regularly or frequently present at the operation only because
the parent is visiting his or her child. A parent is considered regularly
or frequently present at the operation if the parent volunteers at the op-
eration.

(57) Regulation--Includes the following:

(A) the development of administrative rules, including
minimum standards, as provided by statutory authority; and

(B) the enforcement of requirements that are minimum
standards, administrative rules, statutes, or any condition or restriction
HHSC has placed on a permit. Anyone providing or seeking to provide
care or a service that is subject to regulation must comply with all ap-
plicable requirements. This includes a permit holder, an applicant for a
permit, and anyone providing care or a service without the appropriate
permit.

(58) Renewal background check--A background check that
an operation requests for a person who has already had an initial back-
ground check at the operation.

(59) Report--Any communication to CCR or DFPS, in-
cluding the Statewide Intake division of DFPS, of:

(A) an allegation of a violation of a minimum standard,
rule, or statute; or

(B) any other possible risk to a child in the care of an
operation that is subject to CCR's regulation.

(60) Residential child care--The care, custody, supervision,
assessment, training, education, or treatment of a child who is not re-
lated by blood, marriage, or adoption to the owner or operator of the
operation, for all of the 24-hour day, regardless of whether the opera-
tion is operated for profit or charges for the services it offers.

(61) Risk evaluation--A CBCU process to determine if a
person's background check results will allow the person to be present
at an operation.

(62) SEMARC--Search Engine for Multi-Agency Re-
portable Conduct as established by Texas Health and Safety Code
Chapter 810. For CCR background check processes, a DFPS central
registry check is separate from a SEMARC check.

(63) SEMARC finding--Result of a SEMARC check that
shows the determination by a participating state agency that a person
engaged in reportable conduct as defined in Texas Health and Safety
Code §810.001(6), and any information about the determination
recorded in SEMARC.

(64) School-age child--A child who is five years of age or
older and is enrolled in or has completed kindergarten.

(65) State Office of Administrative Hearings (SOAH)--
The state agency responsible for conducting certain administrative
hearings for other state agencies, including HHSC.

(66) Subject of a background check--A person for whom
the operation submits a request for a background check.

(67) Substitute--A person who fills in for an absent em-
ployee or caregiver at an operation.

(68) Sustained finding--A finding in the DFPS central reg-
istry against a person (also known as a sustained perpetrator) who has
been offered due process, and:

(A) the person has waived the person's due process
rights by not requesting an administrative review and a due process
hearing timely or by waiving those rights in writing; or

(B) the child abuse, neglect, or exploitation finding was
upheld in the due process hearing and any subsequent appeals.

(69) Sustained perpetrator--A person listed in the DFPS
central registry who has a sustained finding of abuse, neglect, or ex-
ploitation of a child.

(70) TEA--Texas Education Agency.

(71) Texas sex offender registry--A registry maintained by
DPS that contains records on persons who are required to register as
sex offenders in Texas.

(72) TIJID--Texas Juvenile Justice Department.

(73) Unsupervised access--Access to a child in care with-
out the presence of another person who is a qualified caregiver.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 2, 2026.

TRD-202602707

Karen Ray

Chief Counsel

Health and Human Services Commission

Effective date: August 31, 2026

Proposal publication date: April 24, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 438-3269

3 ¢ .
SUBCHAPTER F. BACKGROUND CHECKS
DIVISION 1. DEFINITIONS
26 TAC §745.601
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The repealed section is adopted under Texas Government
Code §524.0151, which provides that the executive com-
missioner of HHSC shall adopt rules for the operation and
provision of services by the health and human services sys-
tem, and Texas Government Code §524.0005, which provides
the executive commissioner of HHSC with broad rule-making
authority. In addition, the adoption of rule changes relating
to §§745.21, 745.601, 745.607, 745.609, 745.615, 745.631,
745.643, 745.675, 745.683, 745.695, 745.751, 745.775, and
745.8483 are authorized by Texas Human Resources Code
§42.042, which requires the executive commissioner to adopt
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rules and minimum standards related to required qualifications
and background checks of employees at regulated facilities.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 2, 2026.

TRD-202602708

Karen Ray

Chief Counsel

Health and Human Services Commission

Effective date: August 31, 2026

Proposal publication date: April 24, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 438-3269

¢ ¢ ¢

26 TAC §745.609, §745.615
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The amendments are adopted under Texas Government Code
§524.0151, which provides that the executive commissioner
of HHSC shall adopt rules for the operation and provision of
services by the health and human services system, and Texas
Government Code §524.0005, which provides the executive
commissioner of HHSC with broad rule-making authority. In
addition, the adoption of rule changes relating to §§745.21,
745.601, 745.607, 745.609, 745.615, 745.631, 745.643,
745.675, 745.683, 745.695, 745.751, 745.775, and 745.8483
are authorized by Texas Human Resources Code §42.042,
which requires the executive commissioner to adopt rules
and minimum standards related to required qualifications and
background checks of employees at regulated facilities.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 2, 2026.

TRD-202602710

Karen Ray

Chief Counsel

Health and Human Services Commission

Effective date: August 31, 2026

Proposal publication date: April 24, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 438-3269

L4 L4 L4
DIVISION 2. REQUESTING BACKGROUND
CHECKS
26 TAC §745.607
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The repealed section is adopted under Texas Government
Code §524.0151, which provides that the executive com-
missioner of HHSC shall adopt rules for the operation and
provision of services by the health and human services sys-
tem, and Texas Government Code §524.0005, which provides
the executive commissioner of HHSC with broad rule-making
authority. In addition, the adoption of rule changes relating
to §§745.21, 745.601, 745.607, 745.609, 745.615, 745.631,

745.643, 745.675, 745.683, 745.695, 745.751, 745.775, and
745.8483 are authorized by Texas Human Resources Code
§42.042, which requires the executive commissioner to adopt
rules and minimum standards related to required qualifications
and background checks of employees at regulated facilities.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 2, 2026.

TRD-202602709

Karen Ray

Chief Counsel

Health and Human Services Commission

Effective date: August 31, 2026

Proposal publication date: April 24, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 438-3269

3 s ¢
26 TAC §745.631, §745.643
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The amendments are adopted under Texas Government Code
§524.0151, which provides that the executive commissioner
of HHSC shall adopt rules for the operation and provision of
services by the health and human services system, and Texas
Government Code §524.0005, which provides the executive
commissioner of HHSC with broad rule-making authority. In
addition, the adoption of rule changes relating to §§745.21,
745.601, 745.607, 745.609, 745.615, 745.631, 745.643,
745.675, 745.683, 745.695, 745.751, 745.775, and 745.8483
are authorized by Texas Human Resources Code §42.042,
which requires the executive commissioner to adopt rules
and minimum standards related to required qualifications and
background checks of employees at regulated facilities.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 2, 2026.

TRD-202602711

Karen Ray

Chief Counsel

Health and Human Services Commission

Effective date: August 31, 2026

Proposal publication date: April 24, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 438-3269

¢ ¢ ¢

DIVISION 3. CRIMINAL HISTORY, SEX
OFFENDER REGISTRY, CHILD ABUSE OR
NEGLECT, AND SEMARC FINDINGS

26 TAC §745.675

STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The new section is adopted under Texas Government Code
§524.0151, which provides that the executive commissioner
of HHSC shall adopt rules for the operation and provision of
services by the health and human services system, and Texas
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Government Code §524.0005, which provides the executive
commissioner of HHSC with broad rule-making authority. In
addition, the adoption of rule changes relating to §§745.21,
745.601, 745607, 745.609, 745.615, 745.631, 745.643,
745.675, 745.683, 745.695, 745.751, 745.775, and 745.8483
are authorized by Texas Human Resources Code §42.042,
which requires the executive commissioner to adopt rules
and minimum standards related to required qualifications and
background checks of employees at regulated facilities.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 2, 2026.

TRD-202602712

Karen Ray

Chief Counsel

Health and Human Services Commission

Effective date: August 31, 2026

Proposal publication date: April 24, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 438-3269

3 s .
DIVISION 4. EVALUATION OF RISK
BECAUSE OF A FINDING
26 TAC §745.683, §745.695
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The amendments are adopted under Texas Government Code
§524.0151, which provides that the executive commissioner
of HHSC shall adopt rules for the operation and provision of
services by the health and human services system, and Texas
Government Code §524.0005, which provides the executive
commissioner of HHSC with broad rule-making authority. In
addition, the adoption of rule changes relating to §§745.21,
745.601, 745.607, 745.609, 745.615, 745.631, 745.643,
745.675, 745.683, 745.695, 745.751, 745.775, and 745.8483
are authorized by Texas Human Resources Code §42.042,
which requires the executive commissioner to adopt rules
and minimum standards related to required qualifications and
background checks of employees at regulated facilities.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 2, 2026.

TRD-202602713

Karen Ray

Chief Counsel

Health and Human Services Commission

Effective date: August 31, 2026

Proposal publication date: April 24, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 438-3269

¢ ¢ ¢

DIVISION 6. IMMEDIATE THREAT OR
DANGER TO THE HEALTH OR SAFETY OF
CHILDREN

26 TAC §745.751
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The amendment is adopted under Texas Government Code
§524.0151, which provides that the executive commissioner
of HHSC shall adopt rules for the operation and provision of
services by the health and human services system, and Texas
Government Code §524.0005, which provides the executive
commissioner of HHSC with broad rule-making authority. In
addition, the adoption of rule changes relating to §§745.21,
745.601, 745.607, 745.609, 745.615, 745.631, 745.643,
745.675, 745.683, 745.695, 745.751, 745.775, and 745.8483
are authorized by Texas Human Resources Code §42.042,
which requires the executive commissioner to adopt rules
and minimum standards related to required qualifications and
background checks of employees at regulated facilities.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 2, 2026.

TRD-202602714

Karen Ray

Chief Counsel

Health and Human Services Commission

Effective date: August 31, 2026

Proposal publication date: April 24, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 438-3269

¢ ¢ ¢

DIVISION 7. ADMINISTRATOR'S LICENSING

26 TAC §745.775
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The amendment is adopted under Texas Government Code
§524.0151, which provides that the executive commissioner
of HHSC shall adopt rules for the operation and provision of
services by the health and human services system, and Texas
Government Code §524.0005, which provides the executive
commissioner of HHSC with broad rule-making authority. In
addition, the adoption of rule changes relating to §§745.21,
745.601, 745.607, 745.609, 745.615, 745.631, 745.643,
745.675, 745.683, 745.695, 745.751, 745.775, and 745.8483
are authorized by Texas Human Resources Code §42.042,
which requires the executive commissioner to adopt rules
and minimum standards related to required qualifications and
background checks of employees at regulated facilities.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 2, 2026.

TRD-202602715

Karen Ray

Chief Counsel

Health and Human Services Commission

Effective date: August 31, 2026

Proposal publication date: April 24, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 438-3269
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¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER K. INSPECTIONS,
INVESTIGATIONS, AND CONFIDENTIALITY
DIVISION 3. CONFIDENTIAL RECORDS

26 TAC §745.8483

STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The amendment is adopted under Texas Government Code
§524.0151, which provides that the executive commissioner
of HHSC shall adopt rules for the operation and provision of
services by the health and human services system, and Texas
Government Code §524.0005, which provides the executive
commissioner of HHSC with broad rule-making authority. In
addition, the adoption of rule changes relating to §§745.21,
745.601, 745.607, 745.609, 745.615, 745.631, 745.643,
745.675, 745.683, 745.695, 745.751, 745.775, and 745.8483
are authorized by Texas Human Resources Code §42.042,
which requires the executive commissioner to adopt rules
and minimum standards related to required qualifications and
background checks of employees at regulated facilities.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 2, 2026.

TRD-202602716

Karen Ray

Chief Counsel

Health and Human Services Commission

Effective date: August 31, 2026

Proposal publication date: April 24, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 438-3269

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER C. OPERATIONS THAT ARE
EXEMPT FROM REGULATION

DIVISION 2. EXEMPTIONS FROM
REGULATION

26 TAC §745.115

The executive commissioner of the Texas Health and Hu-
man Services Commission (HHSC) adopts amendments to
§745.115, concerning Programs and Facilities Regulated by
Other Governmental Entities Exempt from CCR Regulation; and
§745.273, concerning Public Notices and Hearings for Certain
General Residential Operations.

Section 745.115 is adopted with changes to the proposed text
as published in the March 27, 2026, issue of the Texas Register
(51 TexReg 2006). This rule will be republished.

Section 745.273 is adopted without changes to the proposed text
as published in the March 27, 2026, issue of the Texas Register
(51 TexReg 2006). This rule will not be republished.

BACKGROUND AND JUSTIFICATION

The amendments are necessary to comply with House Bill (HB)
4529 and HB 3597, 89th Legislature, Regular Session, 2025.

HB 4529 amended Texas Human Resources Code (HRC)
§42.041(b) to add exemptions to regulation by HHSC Child Care
Regulation (CCR) for the following entities that are regulated by
the United States Department of Defense: (1) a child care facility
located on a federal military base or other federal property; and
(2) a military family child care provider.

HB 3597 amended HRC §42.0461(a), which requires certain res-
idential child care facilities to hold a public hearing before ex-
panding capacity or receiving a license or certificate if the resi-
dential child care facilities are located in a county with a popula-
tion of less than 500,000. Previously, the statutory language set
the population threshold for public hearings at 300,000.

The amendments (1) add a regulatory exemption for a child care
facility located on a federal military base or other federal prop-
erty that has a certificate required by HRC §42.041(b)(26); (2)
add a regulatory exemption for a child care home operated by a
military family child care provider that has a certificate required
by HRC §42.041(b)(27); and (3) update the population threshold
triggering the public hearing requirement for a general residen-
tial operation (GRO) from 300,000 to 500,000. The amendments
also remove duplicative content and improve the readability and
understanding of the rules.

COMMENTS
The 31-day comment period ended April 27, 2026.

HHSC received one comment regarding the proposed rule from
one individual. The individual responded "ok" to the proposal.

HHSC made minor editorial changes in §745.115 to remove hy-
phens in the terms "child care" and "elementary age."

STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The amendment is adopted under Texas Government Code
§524.0151, which provides that the executive commissioner
of HHSC shall adopt rules for the operation and provision of
services by the health and human services system, and Texas
Government Code §524.0005, which provides the executive
commissioner of HHSC with broad rule-making authority. In
addition, the amendments are authorized by Texas Human
Resources Code §42.042, which requires the executive com-
missioner to adopt rules to carry out provisions related to
regulatory exemptions and public hearing requirements.

§745.115.  Programs and Facilities Regulated by Other Governmen-
tal Entities Exempt from CCR Regulation.

The following programs and facilities regulated by other governmental
entities are exempt from Child Care Regulation (CCR).

(1) Programs and facilities regulated by federal or tribal
governmental entities, including:

(A) achild care facility located on:

(i) a federal military base or other federal property
that has a certificate to operate issued by the United States Depart-
ment of Defense, as required by Texas Human Resources Code (HRC)
§42.041(b)(26); or

(i) an Indian reservation;

(B) a program that provides 24-hour care only for per-
sons not lawfully present in the United States who are in federal gov-
ernment custody; or

(C) amilitary family child care provider that has a cer-
tificate to operate issued by the United States Department of Defense,
as required by HRC §42.041(b)(27).
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(2) Programs and facilities regulated by other state govern-
mental entities, including:

(A) afacility operated by the Texas Juvenile Justice De-
partment;

(B) afacility providing services solely for the Texas Ju-
venile Justice Department;

(C) any other correctional facility for children operated
or regulated by another state agency or political subdivision;

(D) ayouth camp licensed by the Texas Department of
State Health Services; and

(E) ayouth camp exempt from licensure by the Texas
Department of State Health Services under Texas Health and Safety
Code §141.0021.

(3) Anelementary age recreation program for children ages
5 through 13 that meets the requirements in HRC§42.041(b)(14).

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on June 30, 2026.

TRD-202602696

Karen Ray

Chief Counsel

Health and Human Services Commission

Effective date: July 20, 2026

Proposal publication date: March 27, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 438-3269

¢ ¢ ¢

SUBCHAPTER D. APPLICATION PROCESS
DIVISION 4. GENERAL RESIDENTIAL
OPERATIONS PUBLIC NOTICE AND HEARING
REQUIREMENTS

26 TAC §745.273
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The amendment is adopted under Texas Government Code
§524.0151, which provides that the executive commissioner
of HHSC shall adopt rules for the operation and provision of
services by the health and human services system, and Texas
Government Code §524.0005, which provides the executive
commissioner of HHSC with broad rule-making authority. In
addition, the amendments are authorized by Texas Human
Resources Code §42.042, which requires the executive com-
missioner to adopt rules to carry out provisions related to
regulatory exemptions and public hearing requirements.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on June 30, 2026.
TRD-202602697

Karen Ray

Chief Counsel

Health and Human Services Commission

Effective date: July 20, 2026

Proposal publication date: March 27, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 438-3269

¢ ¢ ¢

TITLE 37. PUBLIC SAFETY AND CORREC-
TIONS

PART 13. TEXAS COMMISSION ON
FIRE PROTECTION

CHAPTER 435. FIRE FIGHTER SAFETY
37 TAC §435.33

The Texas Commission on Fire Protection (Commission) adopts
new 37 TAC §435.33, concerning Occupational Cancer Screen-
ing for Firefighters, without changes to the proposed text as pub-
lished in the May 1, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg
2884). The rule will not be republished.

JUSTIFICATION FOR RULE ACTION

The Commission adopts this new section to implement the re-
quirements of House Bill 198 (88th Legislature, Regular Ses-
sion, 2023), known as the Wade Cannon Act. The new section
establishes minimum requirements for regulated entities to offer
confidential occupational cancer screenings to firefighters, de-
velop and maintain a standard operating procedure to ensure
firefighters are offered confidential occupational cancer screen-
ings, and submit an alternative occupational medical examina-
tion plan to the Commission when the entity elects not to provide
the required screenings. The rule promotes the early detection of
occupational cancers and establishes consistent minimum stan-
dards for compliance with Texas Local Government Code, Chap-
ter 180.

HOW THE RULE WILL FUNCTION

As adopted, §435.33 requires regulated entities to assess oc-
cupational health risks associated with firefighting duties and to
develop and maintain a standard operating procedure ensuring
that each firefighter is offered a confidential occupational can-
cer screening at no cost beginning no later than the firefighter's
fifth year of employment and annually thereafter. The rule estab-
lishes the minimum screening components, allows regulated en-
tities to submit an alternative occupational medical examination
plan that meets statutory requirements, and requires the stan-
dard operating procedure, any alternative plan, and confirma-
tion of compliance to be made available to the Commission for
inspection.

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS

No comments were received regarding adoption of this new sec-
tion.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The new section is adopted under Texas Government Code,
§419.008, which grants the Texas Commission on Fire Protec-
tion the authority to adopt rules necessary to carry out the Com-
mission's powers and duties. The new section also implements
Texas Local Government Code, §180.011.
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No other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by this adoption.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 2, 2026.

TRD-202602718

Mike Wisko

Agency Chief

Texas Commission on Fire Protection

Effective date: July 22, 2026

Proposal publication date: May 1, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 936-3812

¢ ¢ ¢

TITLE 40. SOCIAL SERVICES AND ASSIS-
TANCE

PART 19. DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY
AND PROTECTIVE SERVICES

CHAPTER 702. GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
SUBCHAPTER F. ADVISORY COMMITTEES

The Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS)
adopts the amended rule §702.501, the repealed §702.507 and
§702.509 rules, and the new rule §702.517, in Title 40, Texas
Administrative Code (TAC), Part 19, Chapter 702, Subchapter
F, relating to the Department of Family Protective Services'
Advisory Committees. The proposal was published in the
May 1, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 2887).
The amended, repealed, and new rules are adopted without
changes to the proposed text and will not be republished.

BACKGROUND AND JUSTIFICATION

The amended, repealed, and new rules aim to establish a new
advisory committee, Partners for Children and Families (PCFC);
repeal two existing advisory committees, the Committee on Ad-
vancing Residential Practices (CARP) and Public Privacy Part-
nership (PPP); and make minor clarifying changes to general
provisions about advisory committees not being governmental
bodies as defined by Chapter 551 of the Governmental Code.

COMMENTS

The 30-day comment period ended May 31, 2026. During this
period, DFPS received comments from 2 commenters: Texas
Alliance of Child and Family Services and Amanda Boyd, Exec-
utive Director of The Sanctuary Foster Care Services. A sum-
mary of comments relating to the rules and DFPS's responses
follows.

Comment: The Texas Alliance of Child and Family Services
commented as follows:

Section 702.517 Partners for Children and Families (PCFC):

- For subsection (b), although adult protection is a critical role of
DFPS, there is a lack of clarity regarding how "related systems of
adult protection” fit into the purpose of the PCFC. Suggest defin-
ing "related systems of adult protection”, especially as "related
systems of adult protection" are not included elsewhere in the
proposed rules and it is unclear how "related systems of adult
protection" should be included in recommendations to the de-

partment regarding the evolution of the child protection system
to its model of Community-Based Care and the child protection
system at large. Also, the proposed language regarding PCFC
membership does not explicitly include representatives from "re-
lated systems of adult protection”.

- For subsection (g)(3), suggest specifically adding parents with
living experience with the child protection system in the list of
individuals who may be members to elevate the importance of
including these voices in shaping policy and practice improve-
ments.

- For subsection (g)(3)(E), suggest adding "adoptive parents".

- For subsection (g), suggest including a youth formerly in foster
care as a mandatory PCFC member to ensure this perspective
is always included in discussions regarding policy and practice
improvements.

- For subsection (m), suggest adding language that would re-
quire the bylaws to include provisions for member recusal and
replacement and to designate who holds accountability for en-
suring PCFC members and subcommittee members adhere to
attendance and participation requirements.

Response: DFPS appreciates the comments but declines to
revise the rule in response to these comments. DFPS recog-
nizes the importance of including varied perspectives. Section
702.517(g)(2) provides that the DFPS Review Committee will
recommend a committee of stakeholders with varying interests.
Discretionary appointments allow the Commissioner to appoint
a balanced committee. Also, section 702.517(g) provides that
membership "may include" individuals from the listed stake-
holder categories including former foster youth, foster parents
and kinship parents, child welfare advocacy groups, and other
child welfare stakeholders as determined by the Commissioner.
The list is permissive and inclusive, not exclusive. Government
Code section 311.005(13) provides that 'includes' and 'including’
are terms of enlargement and not limitation. Therefore, the rule
allows the Commissioner to consider adoptive and biological
parents with lived experience as well as former foster youth
when making appointments to the PCFC. In fact, former foster
youth are already identified as a category of individuals who
may serve on the PCFC.

Section 702.517(m) requires the PCFC to adopt bylaws to "fur-
ther govern PCFC practices, including but not limited to, atten-
dance requirements, meeting notices, subcommittees, recom-
mendations, conflicts of interest and administration." The by-
laws are the appropriate place to address procedural matters
such as these. The rule allows the PCFC to govern its prac-
tices and accountability through bylaws which are deliberated
upon and adopted by the committee. This provides the PCFC
with flexibility to establish procedures that support the commit-
tee's work and address self-governance issues. Furthermore,
section 702.517(h) requires members "be willing to devote the
time necessary to attend and participate in meetings" and sec-
tion 707.517(i)(3) provides that "members serve at the pleasure
of the DFPS Commissioner."

The PCFC's primary advisory role is to study and make recom-
mendations to DFPS regarding the evolution of the child protec-
tion system to Community Based Care and the child protection
system at large. The phrase 'related systems of adult protection’
is intended to recognize that issues affecting children and fam-
ilies may intersect with adult protection related issues. One of
the PCFC's tasks is to seek and receive public comment on pro-
posed rules, make recommendations, and perform other tasks

ADOPTED RULES
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consistent with its purpose. Because DFPS proposed rules may
involve or affect more than one DFPS program, including that
of adult protective services, the reference to related systems of
adult protection is appropriate. The phrase is only used in the
purpose statement and does not create a separate task or duty
for the PCFC.

Comment: Amanda Boyd, Executive Director of The Sanctuary
Foster Care Services commented as follows:

I think they should add a biological parent that has interacted with
the department and adoptive parents as possible members for
the committee. With given the recent testimony from Velentino a
former foster youth at the last two meetings, | am wondering if
a former foster youth should be a mandatory appointment to the
committee.

With the importance of the committee and its purpose, what do
the by-laws say would constitute a member being recused from
the committee and replaced? Who holds accountability to the
by-laws for attendance and participation requirements.

Response: DFPS appreciates the comments but declines to
revise the rule in response to these comments. DFPS recog-
nizes the importance of including varied perspectives. Section
702.517(g)(2) provides that the DFPS Review Committee will
recommend a committee of stakeholders with varying interests.
Discretionary appointments allow the Commissioner to appoint
a balanced committee. Also, section 702.517(g) provides that
membership "may include" individuals from the listed stake-
holder categories including former foster youth, foster parents
and kinship parents, child welfare advocacy groups, and other
child welfare stakeholders as determined by the Commissioner.
The list is permissive and inclusive, not exclusive. Government
Code section 311.005(13) provides that 'includes’ and 'including'
are terms of enlargement and not limitation. Therefore, the rule
allows the Commissioner to consider adoptive and biological
parents with lived experience as well as former foster youth
when making appointments to the PCFC. In fact, former foster
youth are already identified as a category of individuals who
may serve on the PCFC.

Section 702.517(m) requires the PCFC to adopt bylaws to "fur-
ther govern PCFC practices, including but not limited to, atten-
dance requirements, meeting notices, subcommittees, recom-
mendations, conflicts of interest and administration." The by-
laws are the appropriate place to address procedural matters
such as these. The rule allows the PCFC to govern its prac-
tices and accountability through bylaws which are deliberated
upon and adopted by the committee. This provides the PCFC
with flexibility to establish procedures that support the commit-
tee's work and address self-governance issues. Furthermore,
section 702.517(h) requires members "be willing to devote the
time necessary to attend and participate in meetings" and sec-
tion 707.517(i)(3) provides that "members serve at the pleasure
of the DFPS Commissioner."

40 TAC §702.501
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

Texas Human Resources Code Section 40.030 allows the
DFPS commissioner or the commissioner's designee to appoint
advisory committees in accordance with Chapter 2110, Texas
Government Code. Chapter 2110 of the Government Code
requires the commissioner to adopt rules when establishing
advisory committees.

The modification is adopted under Human Resources Code
(HRC) §40.027, which provides that the Department of Family
and Protective Services commissioner shall oversee the de-
velopment of rules relating to matters within the department's
jurisdiction and notwithstanding any other law, shall adopt rules
for the operation and provision of services by the department.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 1, 2026.

TRD-202602704

Sanjuanita Maltos

Rules Coordinator

Department of Family and Protective Services
Effective date: July 21, 2026

Proposal publication date: May 1, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 945-5978

¢ ¢ ¢
40 TAC §702.507, §702.509

Texas Human Resources Code Section 40.030 allows the
DFPS commissioner or the commissioner's designee to appoint
advisory committees in accordance with Chapter 2110, Texas
Government Code. Chapter 2110 of the Government Code
requires the commissioner to adopt rules when establishing
advisory committees.

The repealed rules are adopted under Human Resources Code
(HRC) §40.027, which provides that the Department of Family
and Protective Services commissioner shall oversee the devel-
opment of rules relating to matters within the department's juris-
diction and notwithstanding any other law, shall adopt rules for
the operation and provision of services by the department.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 1, 2026.

TRD-202602705

Sanjuanita Maltos

Rules Coordinator

Department of Family and Protective Services
Effective date: July 21, 2026

Proposal publication date: May 1, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 945-5978

¢ ¢ ¢

40 TAC §702.517

Texas Human Resources Code Section 40.030 allows the
DFPS commissioner or the commissioner's designee to appoint
advisory committees in accordance with Chapter 2110, Texas
Government Code. Chapter 2110 of the Government Code
requires the commissioner to adopt rules when establishing
advisory committees.

The new rule is adopted under Human Resources Code (HRC)
§40.027, which provides that the Department of Family and Pro-
tective Services commissioner shall oversee the development of
rules relating to the matters within the department's jurisdiction
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and notwithstanding any other law, shall adopt rules for the op-
eration and provision of services by the department.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the adop-
tion and found it to be a valid exercise of the agency's legal au-
thority.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 1, 2026.
TRD-202602706

Sanjuanita Maltos

Rules Coordinator

Department of Family and Protective Services
Effective date: July 21, 2026

Proposal publication date: May 1, 2026

For further information, please call: (512) 945-5978

¢ ¢ ¢
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‘Review Of

ULE S This section contains notices of state agency rule review
GENCY as directed by the Texas Government Code, §2001.039.

Included here are proposed rule review notices, which

invite public comment to specified rules under review; and adopted rule review notices, which summarize public comment
received as part of the review. The complete text of an agency’s rule being reviewed is available in the Texas

Administrative Code on the Texas Secretary of State’s website.

For questions about the content and subject matter of rules, please contact the state agency that is reviewing the rules.
Questions about the website and printed copies of these notices may be directed to the Texas Register office.

Proposed Rule Reviews
Texas Education Agency
Title 19, Part 2

Texas Education Agency (TEA) proposes the review of 19 TAC Chap-
ter 149, Commissioner's Rules Concerning Educator Standards, Sub-
chapter AA, Teacher Standards, and Subchapter BB, Administrator
Standards, pursuant to Texas Government Code, §2001.039.

As required by Texas Government Code, §2001.039, TEA will ac-
cept comments as to whether the reasons for adopting Chapter 149
continue to exist. The public comment period on the review begins

July 17, 2026, and ends August 17, 2026. A form for submitting
public comments on the proposed rule review is available on the
TEA website at https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/laws-and-rules/com-
missioner-rules-tac/commissioner-of-education-rule-review.
TRD-202602757

Cristina De La Fuente-Valadez

Director, Rulemaking

Texas Education Agency

Filed: July 6, 2026

¢ ¢ ¢
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TABLES &

R AP H I C Graphic images included in rules are published separately in this tables and graphics
section. Graphic images are arranged in this section in the following order: Title Number,
Part Number, Chapter Number and Section Number.
Graphic images are indicated in the text of the emergency, proposed, and adopted rules by the following tag: the word “Figure”

followed by the TAC citation, rule number, and the appropriate subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, and so on.

Figure: 37 TAC $439.19(b)

NUMBER OF TEST QUESTIONS
37 TAC §439.19(b) —Examinations For On-Site Delivery Training
Maxi Possibl
S . Numberof Exam aximurm os§| © Time Allowed
Examination Section BUEETEE Number of Pilot 5
Questions (Hours)
Hazardous Materials
25
Awareness
Combined Basic Hazardous Materials 25
Structure H8¢ Operations
Firefighter Firefighter | 100
Firefighter Il 75
TOTAL 225 25 4.5 fHours}
Combined Hazmat Hazmat Awareness 25
Awareness & Hazmat Operations 50
D TOTAL 75 8 15
Eirefighter | 100
Combined Firefighter | ..
& Firefighter I Firefighter |l 75
TOTAL 175 15 3.0
Hazardous Materials 50 5 1.0
Awareness
Hazardous Materials
Sectional Exams Operations 50 5 1.0
Firefighter | 100 10
Firefighter Il 75 8
Basic Fire Inspector Basic Fire Inspector 100 10 2.0
FOR ALL OTHER EXAMINATIONS, SECTIONAL EXAMINATIONS, AND RETESTS
Numberof Exam dlaumun Pos§|ble Time Allowed
Recommended Hours BUEETaE Number of Pilot
Questions {Hours}
Less than 30 25 3 0.5 {36-Minutest
IFTHE 31to0 100 50 5 1.0 fHourst
RECOMMENDED
101 to 200 75 8 1.5 fHotrst
HOURS FOR THE
CURRICULUM OR 201 to 300 100 10 2.0 fHotrst
SECTION IS: 301 to 400 125 13 2.5 fHotrst
401 or More 150 15 3.0 fHotrst
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The Texas Register is required by statute to publish certain documents, including
D D I TI ON applications to purchase control of state banks, notices of rate ceilings issued by the
Office of Consumer Credit Commissioner, and consultant proposal requests and

awards. State agencies also may publish other notices of general interest as space permits.

Office of Consumer Credit Commissioner
Notice of Rate Ceilings

The Consumer Credit Commissioner of Texas has ascertained the fol-
lowing rate ceilings by use of the formulas and methods described in
§303.003, and §303.009, Texas Finance Code.

The weekly ceiling as prescribed by §303.003 and §303.009 for the
period of 07/13/26-07/19/26 is 18.00% for consumer' credit.

The weekly ceiling as prescribed by §303.003 and §303.009 for the
period of 07/13/26-07/19/26 is 18.00% for commercial? credit.

I Credit for personal, family, or household use.

2 Credit for business, commercial, investment, or other similar purpose.

TRD-202602787

Leslie L. Pettijohn

Commissioner

Office of Consumer Credit Commissioner
Filed: July 8, 2026

¢ ¢ ¢
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

Agreed Orders

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ, agency, or
commission) staff is providing an opportunity for written public com-
ment on the listed Agreed Orders (AOs) in accordance with Texas Wa-
ter Code (TWC), §7.075. TWC, §7.075 requires that before the com-
mission may approve the AOs, the commission shall allow the pub-
lic an opportunity to submit written comments on the proposed AOs.
TWC, §7.075 requires that notice of the proposed orders and the oppor-
tunity to comment must be published in the Texas Register no later than
the 30th day before the date on which the public comment period closes,
which in this case is August 17,2026. TWC, §7.075 also requires that
the commission promptly consider any written comments received and
that the commission may withdraw or withhold approval of an AO if a
comment discloses facts or considerations that indicate that consent is
inappropriate, improper, inadequate, or inconsistent with the require-
ments of the statutes and rules within the commission's jurisdiction
or the commission's orders and permits issued in accordance with the
commission's regulatory authority. Additional notice of changes to a
proposed AO is not required to be published if those changes are made
in response to written comments.

A physical copy of each proposed AO is available for pub-
lic inspection at both the commission's central office, located
at 12100 Park 35 Circle, Building C, 1st Floor, Austin, Texas
78753, (512) 239-2545 and at the applicable regional office listed
as follows.  Additionally, copies of the proposed AO can be
found online by using either the Chief Clerk's eFiling System at
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/efilings or the TCEQ Commission-
ers' Integrated Database at https://www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/cid, and
searching either of those databases with the proposed AO's identifying
information, such as its docket number. Written comments about
an AO should be sent to the enforcement coordinator designated for

each AO at the commission's central office at Enforcement Division,
MC 128, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087 and must be
postmarked by 5:00 p.m. on August 17, 2026. Written comments
may also be sent to the enforcement coordinator by email to ENF-
COMNT@tceq.texas.gov or by facsimile machine at (512) 239-2550.
The commission enforcement coordinators are available to discuss the
AOs and/or the comment procedure at the listed contact information;
however, TWC, §7.075 provides that comments on the AOs shall be
submitted to the commission in writing.

(1) COMPANY: 4-S Manufacturing Texas Limited Liability Com-
pany; DOCKET NUMBER: 2026-0119-WQ-E; IDENTIFIER:
RN100889872; LOCATION: Hempstead, Waller County; TYPE
OF FACILITY: concrete batch plant; PENALTY: $16,000; EN-
FORCEMENT COORDINATOR: Monica Larina, (512) 239-2545;
REGIONAL OFFICE: 500 North Shoreline Boulevard, Suite 500,
Corpus Christi, Texas 78401, REGION 14 - CORPUS CHRISTL

(2) COMPANY: 7-Eleven, Inc.; DOCKET NUMBER: 2026-0342-
PWS-E; IDENTIFIER: RN112288220; LOCATION: Ponder, Denton
County; TYPE OF FACILITY: public water supply; PENALTY:
$10,875;  ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR: Deshaune Blake,
(210) 403-4033; REGIONAL OFFICE: 14250 Judson Road, San
Antonio, Texas 78233-4480, REGION 13 - SAN ANTONIO.

(3) COMPANY: Aleezeh Investment Inc; DOCKET NUMBER:
2025-1758-PWS-E; IDENTIFIER: RN110822814; LOCATION:
Lakehills, Bandera County; TYPE OF FACILITY: public water
supply; PENALTY: $1,650;, ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR:
Ilia Perez Ramirez, (512) 239-2556; REGIONAL OFFICE: 5425
Polk Street, Suite H, Houston, Texas 77023-1452, REGION 12 -
HOUSTON.

(4) COMPANY: City of Athens; DOCKET NUMBER: 2022-1177-
MWD-E; IDENTIFIER: RN103015319; LOCATION: Athens, Hen-
derson County; TYPE OF FACILITY: wastewater treatment facility;
PENALTY: $62,475; SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL
PROJECT OFFSET: $49,980; ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR:
Cheryl Thompson, (817) 588-5865; REGIONAL OFFICE: 2309
Gravel Drive, Fort Worth, Texas 76118-6951, REGION 4 - DAL-
LAS-FORT WORTH.

(5) COMPANY: City of Cisco, DOCKET NUMBER: 2025-0179-
MWD-E; IDENTIFIER: RN102186533; LOCATION: Cisco, East-
land County; TYPE OF FACILITY: wastewater treatment facil-
ity; PENALTY: $9,989; SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL
PROJECT OFFSET: $7,992; ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR:
Amy Lane, (512) 239-2614; REGIONAL OFFICE: 12100 Park 35
Circle, Austin, Texas 78753, CENTRAL OFFICE - AUSTIN.

(6) COMPANY: City of Clarendon, DOCKET NUMBER:
2026-0076-MSW-E; IDENTIFIER: RN103009239; LOCATION:
Clarendon, Donley County; TYPE OF FACILITY: transfer station;
PENALTY: $3,375; ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR: Rachel
Murray, (903) 535-5149; REGIONAL OFFICE: 2916 Teague Drive,
Tyler, Texas 75701-3734, REGION 5 - TYLER.

(7) COMPANY: City of Henderson; DOCKET NUMBER:
2026-0575-PWS-E; IDENTIFIER: RN101257400; LOCATION:
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Henderson, Rusk County; TYPE OF FACILITY: public water supply;
PENALTY: $2,625; ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR: Savannah
Jackson, (512) 239-4306; REGIONAL OFFICE: 12100 Park 35
Circle, Austin, Texas 78753, CENTRAL OFFICE - AUSTIN.

(8) COMPANY: City of Mart; DOCKET NUMBER: 2024-0834-
MWD-E; IDENTIFIER: RN110369188; LOCATION: Mart, Mc-
Clennan County; TYPE OF FACILITY: surface water treatment
plant; PENALTY: $7,950; SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL
PROJECT OFFSET: $6,360, ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR:
Casey Cobb, (512) 239-0351; REGIONAL OFFICE: 12100 Park 35
Circle, Austin, Texas 78753, CENTRAL OFFICE - AUSTIN.

(9) COMPANY: City of Shenandoah; DOCKET NUMBER:
2026-0074-WQ-E; IDENTIFIER: RN105552582; LOCATION:
Shenandoah, Montgomery County; TYPE OF FACILITY: municipal
separate storm sewer system; PENALTY: $9,000; SUPPLEMENTAL
ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECT OFFSET: $7,200; ENFORCEMENT
COORDINATOR: Taylor Williamson, (512) 239-2097, REGIONAL
OFFICE: 5425 Polk Street, Suite H, Houston, Texas 77023-1452,
REGION 12 - HOUSTON.

(10) COMPANY: Community Mortuary Services, LLC; DOCKET
NUMBER: 2024-0688-AIR-E; IDENTIFIER: RN106085657; LOCA-
TION: Fort Worth, Tarrant County; TYPE OF FACILITY: human and
animal crematory; PENALTY: $33,128; ENFORCEMENT COORDI-
NATOR: Casey Cobb, (512) 239-0351; REGIONAL OFFICE: 12100
Park 35 Circle, Austin, Texas 78753, CENTRAL OFFICE - AUSTIN.

(11) COMPANY: DCP Operating Company, LP; DOCKET NUM-
BER: 2025-0599-AIR-E; IDENTIFIER: RN102553898; LOCATION:
Sonora, Sutton County; TYPE OF FACILITY: natural gas plant;
PENALTY: $9,563; ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR: Katie
Phillips, (713) 767-3628; REGIONAL OFFICE: 5425 Polk Street,
Suite H, Houston, Texas 77023-1452, REGION 12 - HOUSTON.

(12) COMPANY: EagleClaw Midstream Ventures, LLC; DOCKET
NUMBER: 2025-0097-AIR-E; IDENTIFIER: RN110948502; LO-
CATION: Orla, Culberson County; TYPE OF FACILITY: natural gas
compressor station; PENALTY: $9,375; ENFORCEMENT COOR-
DINATOR: Jennifer Graves, (956) 430-6023; REGIONAL OFFICE:
1804 West Jefferson Avenue, Harlingen, Texas 78550-5247, REGION
15 - HARLINGEN.

(13) COMPANY: Eloy Martinez Salazar and Maria De Los Angeles
Perez Salazar, DOCKET NUMBER: 2025-1741-PST-E; IDENTI-
FIER: RN102253010; LOCATION: Hebbronville, Jim Hogg County;
TYPE OF FACILITY: convenience store with retail sales of gasoline;
PENALTY: $7,712; ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR: Ramyia
Wendt, (512) 239-2513; REGIONAL OFFICE: 12100 Park 35 Circle,
Austin, Texas 78753, CENTRAL OFFICE - AUSTIN.

(14) COMPANY: EnLink North Texas Gathering, LP; DOCKET
NUMBER: 2025-0035-AIR-E; IDENTIFIER: RN111335634; LOCA-
TION: Lenorah, Martin County; TYPE OF FACILITY: oil and gas
handling site; PENALTY: $6,626; ENFORCEMENT COORDINA-
TOR: Raven Daigle, (713) 767-3634; REGIONAL OFFICE: 5425
Polk Street, Suite H, Houston, Texas 77023-1452, REGION 12 -
HOUSTON.

(15) COMPANY: Express Towing Inc; DOCKET NUMBER:
2026-0143-AIR-E; IDENTIFIER: RN112246087; LOCATION:
Houston, Harris County; TYPE OF FACILITY: automotive repair and
refinishing facility; PENALTY: $2,625; ENFORCEMENT COORDI-
NATOR: Desmond Martin, (512) 239-2814; REGIONAL OFFICE:
12100 Park 35 Circle, Austin, Texas 78753, CENTRAL OFFICE -
AUSTIN.

(16) COMPANY: Harris County Water Control and Improvement
District No. 92; DOCKET NUMBER: 2025-0647-MWD-E; IDEN-
TIFIER: RN102097813; LOCATION: Spring, Harris County; TYPE
OF FACILITY: wastewater treatment facility; PENALTY: $20,313;
ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR: Bethany Batchelor, (713)
767-3586; REGIONAL OFFICE: 5425 Polk Street, Suite H, Houston,
Texas 77023-1452, REGION 12 - HOUSTON.

(17) COMPANY: International Extrusion Corporation-Texas;
DOCKET NUMBER: 2025-1065-THW-E; IDENTIFIER:
RN102799947; LOCATION: Waxahachie, Ellis County; TYPE
OF FACILITY: manufacturing business; PENALTY: $67,589;
ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR: Katie Phillips, (713) 767-3628;
REGIONAL OFFICE: 5425 Polk Street, Suite H, Houston, Texas
77023-1452, REGION 12 - HOUSTON.

(18) COMPANY: Jagodik Investments, LLC; DOCKET NUMBER:
2026-0503-PWS-E; IDENTIFIER: RN111833885; LOCATION: New
Braunfels, Comal County; TYPE OF FACILITY: public water sup-
ply; PENALTY: $3,000; ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR: Kather-
ine Argueta, (512) 239-4131; REGIONAL OFFICE: 5425 Polk Street,
Suite H, Houston, Texas 77023-1452, REGION 12 - HOUSTON.

(19) COMPANY: Kinder Morgan Production Company LLC;
DOCKET NUMBER: 2024-1608-AIR-E; IDENTIFIER:
RN102170966; LOCATION: Snyder, Scurry County; TYPE OF
FACILITY: natural gas plant; PENALTY: $45,000; ENFORCEMENT
COORDINATOR: Raven Daigle, (713) 767-3634; REGIONAL
OFFICE: 5425 Polk Street, Suite H, Houston, Texas 77023-1452,
REGION 12 - HOUSTON.

(20) COMPANY: Kyle Erwin Construction, LLC; DOCKET NUM-
BER: 2024-0481-WQ-E; IDENTIFIER: RN111058798; LOCATION:
Boyd, Wise County; TYPE OF FACILITY: construction site;
PENALTY: $9,250; ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR: Kadrienn
Woodard, (713) 767-3602; REGIONAL OFFICE: 5425 Polk Street,
Suite H, Houston, Texas 77023-1452, REGION 12 - HOUSTON.

(21) COMPANY: LaPorte Rail and Terminal, LLC; DOCKET NUM-
BER: 2026-0314-AIR-E; IDENTIFIER: RN100225085; LOCATION:
La Porte, Harris County; TYPE OF FACILITY: chemical manufactur-
ing plant; PENALTY: $8,550; SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMEN-
TAL PROJECT OFFSET: $3,420; ENFORCEMENT COORDINA-
TOR: Morgan Kopcho, (512) 239-4167; REGIONAL OFFICE: 14250
Judson Road, San Antonio, Texas 78233-4480, REGION 13 - SAN
ANTONIO.

(22) COMPANY: Lancaster Regional Hospital, L.P.; DOCKET NUM-
BER: 2023-1537-PST-E; IDENTIFIER: RN101434447; LOCATION:
Lancaster, Dallas County; TYPE OF FACILITY: hospital emergency
generator; PENALTY: $8,232; ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR:
Rachel Murray, (903) 535-5149; REGIONAL OFFICE: 2916 Teague
Drive, Tyler, Texas 75701-3734, REGION 5 - TYLER.

(23) COMPANY: Latham Springs Camp and Retreat Center; DOCKET
NUMBER: 2026-0703-PWS-E; IDENTIFIER: RN101260099; LO-
CATION: Aquilla, Hill County; TYPE OF FACILITY: public water
supply; PENALTY: $250;, ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR:
Katherine Argueta, (512) 239-4131; REGIONAL OFFICE: 5425
Polk Street, Suite H, Houston, Texas 77023-1452, REGION 12 -
HOUSTON.

(24) COMPANY: OAKBEND MEDICAL CENTER; DOCKET
NUMBER: 2026-0438-PST-E; IDENTIFIER: RN102402765; LOCA-
TION: Wharton, Wharton County; TYPE OF FACILITY: underground
storage system; PENALTY: $1,875; ENFORCEMENT COORDINA-
TOR: Julie Nieto, (512) 239-2539; REGIONAL OFFICE: 12100 Park
35 Circle, Austin, Texas 78753, CENTRAL OFFICE - AUSTIN.
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(25) COMPANY: Parker County; DOCKET NUMBER: 2025-1130-
WQ-E; IDENTIFIER: RN105457998; LOCATION: Weatherford,
Parker County; TYPE OF FACILITY: municipal separate storm
system; PENALTY: $17,500;, ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR:
Cynthia Sidoa, (713) 767-3525; REGIONAL OFFICE: 5425 Polk
Street, Suite H, Houston, Texas 77023-1452, REGION 12 - HOUS-
TON.

(26) COMPANY: Phillips 66 Company; DOCKET NUMBER:
2025-0664-AIR-E; IDENTIFIER: RN102495884; LOCATION:
Borger, Hutchinson County; TYPE OF FACILITY: petroleum refin-
ery; PENALTY: $85,425; SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL
PROJECT OFFSET: $42,712; ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR:
Jennifer Graves, (956) 430-6023; REGIONAL OFFICE: 1804 West
Jefferson Avenue, Harlingen, Texas 78550-5247, REGION 15 -
HARLINGEN.

(27) COMPANY: Red River Authority of Texas; DOCKET NUMBER:
2023-1517-PWS-E; IDENTIFIER: RN101220622; LOCATION:
Childress, Childress County; TYPE OF FACILITY: public water
supply; PENALTY: $1,550; SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL
PROJECT OFFSET: $1,240, ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR:
Casey Cobb, (512) 239-0351; REGIONAL OFFICE: 12100 Park 35
Circle, Austin, Texas 78753, CENTRAL OFFICE - AUSTIN.

(28) COMPANY: Royal Independent School District; DOCKET
NUMBER: 2022-1285-MWD-E; IDENTIFIER: RN101526531;
LOCATION: Pattison, Waller County; TYPE OF FACILITY: waste-
water treatment facility; PENALTY: $5,000; SUPPLEMENTAL
ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECT OFFSET: $4,000; ENFORCEMENT
COORDINATOR: Penny Wimberly, (512) 239-0538; REGIONAL
OFFICE: 12100 Park 35 Circle, Austin, Texas 78753, CENTRAL
OFFICE - AUSTIN.

(29) COMPANY: SDC Austin LLC; DOCKET NUMBER:
2025-1897-MLM-E; IDENTIFIER: RN111478590; LOCATION:
Round Rock, Williamson County; TYPE OF FACILITY: construction
site; PENALTY: $11,250; ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR:
Taylor Williamson, (512) 239-2097; REGIONAL OFFICE: 5425
Polk Street, Suite H, Houston, Texas 77023-1452, REGION 12 -
HOUSTON.

(30) COMPANY: Six Flags Entertainment Corporation; DOCKET
NUMBER: 2026-0100-PST-E; IDENTIFIER: RN100642198; LO-
CATION: San Antonio, Bexar County; TYPE OF FACILITY: fleet
refueling facility; PENALTY: $16,500; ENFORCEMENT COOR-
DINATOR: Sujata Sinha, (512) 239-1963; REGIONAL OFFICE:
5425 Polk Street, Suite H, Houston, Texas 77023-1452, REGION 12
- HOUSTON.

(31) COMPANY: T & W Water Service Company; DOCKET
NUMBER: 2025-1313-PWS-E; IDENTIFIER: RN101281012; LO-
CATION: Pinehurst, Montgomery County; TYPE OF FACILITY:
public water supply; PENALTY: $3,533; ENFORCEMENT CO-
ORDINATOR: Ronica Rodriguez, (512) 239-2510; REGIONAL
OFFICE: 500 North Shoreline Boulevard, Suite 500, Corpus Christi,
Texas 78401, REGION 14 - CORPUS CHRISTI.

(32) COMPANY: Tomball Independent School District; DOCKET
NUMBER: 2025-0284-IHW-E; IDENTIFIER: RN100705680; LO-
CATION: Tomball, Harris County; TYPE OF FACILITY: generator;
PENALTY: $11,375; ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR: Katie
Phillips, (713) 767-3628; REGIONAL OFFICE: 5425 Polk Street,
Suite H, Houston, Texas 77023-1452, REGION 12 - HOUSTON.

(33) COMPANY: Tyson Farms, Inc.; DOCKET NUMBER:
2025-0840-IWD-E; IDENTIFIER: RNI101514636; LOCATION:
Center, Shelby County; TYPE OF FACILITY: poultry slaughtering

and processing facility; PENALTY: $22,500;, ENFORCEMENT
COORDINATOR: Kadrienn Woodard, (713) 767-3602; REGIONAL
OFFICE: 5425 Polk Street, Suite H, Houston, Texas 77023-1452,
REGION 12 - HOUSTON.

(34) COMPANY: UMC Energy Solutions, Inc.; DOCKET NUM-
BER: 2025-0136-AIR-E; IDENTIFIER: RN105629901; LOCATION:
Joshua, Johnson County; TYPE OF FACILITY: oil and gas equip-
ment manufacturing facility; PENALTY: $13,500; ENFORCEMENT
COORDINATOR: Jennifer Graves, (956) 430-6023; REGIONAL
OFFICE: 1804 West Jefferson Avenue, Harlingen, Texas 78550-5247,
REGION 15 - HARLINGEN.

(35) COMPANY: Vopak Industrial Infrastructure Americas Freeport,
LLC; DOCKET NUMBER: 2024-0245-AIR-E; IDENTIFIER:
RN111204632; LOCATION: Freeport, Brazoria County; TYPE
OF FACILITY: chemical and petroleum products storage facil-
ity; PENALTY: $40,876; SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL
PROJECT OFFSET: $16,350; ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR:
Cheryl Thompson, (817) 588-5865; REGIONAL OFFICE: 2309
Gravel Drive, Fort Worth, Texas 76118-6951, REGION 4 - DAL-
LAS-FORT WORTH.

(36) COMPANY: Yoakum County; DOCKET NUMBER: 2025-1177-
MSW-E; IDENTIFIER: RN101478360; LOCATION: Plains, Yoakum
County; TYPE OF FACILITY: landfill; PENALTY: $4,813; SUP-
PLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECT OFFSET: $3,851;
ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR: Kensington Mikulenka, (512)
239-4675; REGIONAL OFFICE: 12100 Park 35 Circle, Austin, Texas
78753, CENTRAL OFFICE - AUSTIN.

TRD-202602774

Gitanjali Yadav

Deputy Director, Litigation Division

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Filed: July 7, 2026

¢ ¢ 4
Enforcement Orders

An agreed order was adopted regarding WHITENER ENTERPRISES,
INCORPORATED, Docket No. 2022-1683-PST-E on July 7, 2026
assessing $3,600 in administrative penalties. Information concerning
any aspect of this order may be obtained by contacting Misty James,
Staff Attorney at (512) 239-3400, Texas Commission on Environmen-
tal Quality, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087.

An agreed order was adopted regarding KORRAL FUEL DIS-
TRIBUITORS LLC, Docket No. 2023-1194-PST-E on July 7, 2026
assessing $4,511 in administrative penalties. Information concerning
any aspect of this order may be obtained by contacting A'twar Wilkins,
Staff Attorney at (512) 239-3400, Texas Commission on Environmen-
tal Quality, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087.

An agreed order was adopted regarding EXPLORER PIPELINE COM-
PANY dba Port Arthur Station, Docket No. 2024-1037-IHW-E on July
7, 2026 assessing $2,750 in administrative penalties. Information con-
cerning any aspect of this order may be obtained by contacting Marilyn
Norrod, Staff Attorney at (512) 239-3400, Texas Commission on En-
vironmental Quality, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087.

An agreed order was adopted regarding the City of Mingus, Docket No.
2025-0120-PWS-E on July 7, 2026 assessing $3,168 in administrative
penalties. Information concerning any aspect of this order may be ob-
tained by contacting Marilyn Norrod, Staff Attorney at (512) 239-3400,
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, P.O. Box 13087, Austin,
Texas 78711-3087.
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TRD-202602786

Laurie Gharis

Chief Clerk

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Filed: July 8, 2026

¢ ¢ ¢
Notice of District Petition - D-04222026-059
Notice issued July 6, 2026

TCEQ Internal Control No. D-04222026-059: Kingsland LAG, LLC,
an Oklahoma limited liability company, (Petitioner) filed a petition for
creation of Kingsland Commons Municipal Utility District (District)
of Burnet County with the Texas Commission on Environmental Qual-
ity (TCEQ). The petition was filed pursuant to Article XVI, §59 of the
Constitution of the State of Texas; Chapters 49 and 54 of the Texas
Water Code; 30 Texas Administrative Code Chapter 293; and the pro-
cedural rules of the TCEQ. The petition states that: (1) the Petitioner
holds title to a majority in value of the land to be included in the pro-
posed District; (2) there is one lienholder, Legacy Bank, on the property
to be included in the proposed District and the lienholder consents to
the creation of the proposed District; (3) the proposed District will con-
tain approximately 48.674 acres of land located within Burnet County,
Texas; and (4) none of the land to be included within the proposed
District is within the corporate limits or extraterritorial jurisdiction of
any city. The petition further states that the proposed District will: (1)
construct, maintain, and operate a waterworks system, including the
purchase and sale of water, for domestic and commercial purposes;
(2) construct, maintain, and operate a wastewater collection, treatment,
and disposal system, for domestic and commercial purposes; (3) con-
struct, install, maintain, purchase, and operate drainage and roadway
facilities and improvements; and (4) construct, install, maintain, pur-
chase, and operate facilities, systems, plants, and enterprises of such
additional facilities as shall be consonant with all of the purposes for
which the proposed District is created. According to the petition, a
preliminary investigation has been made to determine the cost of the
project, and it is estimated by the Petitioner that the cost of said project
will be approximately $7,309,880 ($3,638,268 for water, wastewater,
and drainage plus $3,671,612 for roads).

INFORMATION SECTION

To view the complete issued notice, view the notice on our website
at www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/cc/pub_notice.html or call the Office of
the Chief Clerk at (512) 239-3300 to obtain a copy of the complete no-
tice. When searching the website, type in the issued date range shown
at the top of this document to obtain search results. The TCEQ may
grant a contested case hearing on the petition if a written hearing re-
quest is filed within 30 days after the newspaper publication of the no-
tice. To request a contested case hearing, you must submit the follow-
ing: (1) your name (or for a group or association, an official representa-
tive), mailing address, daytime phone number, and fax number, if any;
(2) the name of the Petitioner and the TCEQ Internal Control Number;
(3) the statement "I/we request a contested case hearing"; (4) a brief
description of how you would be affected by the petition in a way not
common to the general public; and (5) the location of your property rel-
ative to the proposed District's boundaries. You may also submit your
proposed adjustments to the petition. Requests for a contested case
hearing must be submitted in writing to the Office of the Chief Clerk at
the address provided in the information section below. The Executive
Director may approve the petition unless a written request for a con-
tested case hearing is filed within 30 days after the newspaper publica-
tion of this notice. If a hearing request is filed, the Executive Director
will not approve the petition and will forward the petition and hearing
request to the TCEQ Commissioners for their consideration at a sched-

uled Commission meeting. If a contested case hearing is held, it will be
a legal proceeding similar to a civil trial in state district court. Written
hearing requests should be submitted to the Office of the Chief Clerk,
MC 105, TCEQ, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087. For in-
formation concerning the hearing process, please contact the Public
Interest Counsel, MC 103, at the same address. For additional infor-
mation, individual members of the general public may contact the Dis-
tricts Review Team, at (512) 239-4691. Si desea informacion en es-
pafiol, puede llamar al (512) 239-0200. General information regarding
TCEQ can be found at our website at www.tceq.texas.gov.

TRD-202602782

Laurie Gharis

Chief Clerk

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Filed: July 7, 2026

¢ ¢ 4
Notice of District Petition - D-06112026-028
Notice issued July 7, 2026

TCEQ Internal Control No. D-06112026-028: Ayler Land Investment
LLC, a Texas limited liability company (Petitioner), filed a petition for
creation of Fort Bend County Municipal Utility District No. 300 (Dis-
trict) with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ).
The petition was filed pursuant to Article XVI, §59 of the Constitution
of the State of Texas; Chapters 49 and 54 of the Texas Water Code;
30 Texas Administrative Code Chapter 293; and the procedural rules
of the TCEQ. The petition states that: (1) the Petitioner holds a ma-
jority in value of the land to be included in the proposed District; (2)
there is one lienholder, Simmons Bank, an Arkansas chartered bank,
on the property to be included in the proposed District and informa-
tion provided indicates that the lienholders consent to the creation of
the proposed District; (3) the proposed District will contain approxi-
mately 276.40 acres located within Fort Bend County, Texas; and (4)
the District is entirely outside the extraterritorial jurisdiction of any
city or town. The petition further states that the proposed District will:
(1) purchase, design, construct, acquire, maintain, own, operate, re-
pair, improve and extend a water works and sanitary sewer system for
residential and commercial purposes; (2) construct, acquire, improve,
extend, maintain, and operate works, improvements, facilities, plants,
equipment, and appliances helpful or necessary to provide more ade-
quate drainage for the proposed District; (3) control, abate, and amend
local storm waters or other harmful excesses of waters; and (4) pur-
chase, construct, acquire, improve, maintain, own, operate and repair
such additional facilities, systems, plants, and enterprises, road facili-
ties, and park and recreational facilities as shall be consistent with all
of the purposes for which the proposed District is created. According
to the petition, a preliminary investigation has been made to determine
the cost of the project, and it is estimated by the Petitioner that the
cost of said project will be approximately $61,015,000 ($47,590,000
for water, wastewater, and drainage plus $4,125,000 for recreation plus
$9,300,000 for roads).

INFORMATION SECTION

To view the complete issued notice, view the notice on our website
at www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/cc/pub_notice.html or call the Office of
the Chief Clerk at (512) 239-3300 to obtain a copy of the complete no-
tice. When searching the website, type in the issued date range shown
at the top of this document to obtain search results. The TCEQ may
grant a contested case hearing on the petition if a written hearing re-
quest is filed within 30 days after the newspaper publication of the no-
tice. To request a contested case hearing, you must submit the follow-
ing: (1) your name (or for a group or association, an official representa-
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tive), mailing address, daytime phone number, and fax number, if any;
(2) the name of the Petitioner and the TCEQ Internal Control Number;
(3) the statement "I/we request a contested case hearing"; (4) a brief
description of how you would be affected by the petition in a way not
common to the general public; and (5) the location of your property rel-
ative to the proposed District's boundaries. You may also submit your
proposed adjustments to the petition. Requests for a contested case
hearing must be submitted in writing to the Office of the Chief Clerk at
the address provided in the information section below. The Executive
Director may approve the petition unless a written request for a con-
tested case hearing is filed within 30 days after the newspaper publica-
tion of this notice. If a hearing request is filed, the Executive Director
will not approve the petition and will forward the petition and hearing
request to the TCEQ Commissioners for their consideration at a sched-
uled Commission meeting. If a contested case hearing is held, it will be
a legal proceeding similar to a civil trial in state district court. Written
hearing requests should be submitted to the Office of the Chief Clerk,
MC 105, TCEQ, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087. For in-
formation concerning the hearing process, please contact the Public
Interest Counsel, MC 103, at the same address. For additional infor-
mation, individual members of the general public may contact the Dis-
tricts Review Team, at (512) 239-4691. Si desea informacion en es-
pailol, puede llamar al (512) 239-0200. General information regarding
TCEQ can be found at our website at www.tceq.texas.gov.

TRD-202602783

Laurie Gharis

Chief Clerk

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Filed: July 7, 2026

¢ ¢ ¢

Notice of Opportunity to Comment on Agreed Orders of
Administrative Enforcement Actions

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ or commis-
sion) staft is providing an opportunity for written public comment on
the listed Agreed Orders (AOs) in accordance with Texas Water Code
(TWC), §7.075. TWC, §7.075, requires that before the commission
may approve the AOs, the commission shall allow the public an op-
portunity to submit written comments on the proposed AOs. TWC,
§7.075, requires that notice of the opportunity to comment must be pub-
lished in the Texas Register no later than the 30th day before the date on
which the public comment period closes, which in this case is August
17, 2026. TWC, §7.075, also requires that the commission promptly
consider any written comments received and that the commission may
withdraw or withhold approval of an AO if a comment discloses facts
or considerations that indicate that consent is inappropriate, improper,
inadequate, or inconsistent with the requirements of the statutes and
rules within the commission's jurisdiction or the commission's orders
and permits issued in accordance with the commission's regulatory au-
thority. Additional notice of changes to a proposed AO is not required
to be published if those changes are made in response to written com-
ments.

A physical copy of the proposed AO is available for public
inspection at both the commission's central office, located at
12100 Park 35 Circle, Building A, 3rd Floor, Austin, Texas
78753, (512) 239-3400 and at the applicable regional office listed
as follows.  Additionally, copies of the proposed AO can be
found online by using either the Chief Clerk's eFiling System at
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/efilings or the TCEQ Commission-
ers' Integrated Database at https://www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/cid, and
searching either of those databases with the proposed AO's identifying
information, such as its docket number. Written comments about

an AO should be sent to the attorney designated for the AO at the
commission's central office at P.O. Box 13087, MC 175, Austin, Texas
78711-3087 and must be received by 5:00 p.m. on August 17, 2026.
The designated attorneys are available to discuss the AOs and/or the
comment procedure at the listed phone numbers; however, TWC,
§7.075, provides that comments on an AO shall be submitted to the
commission in writing.

(1) COMPANY: CORPUS EAGLE FOOD MART, INC; DOCKET
NUMBER: 2024-0537-PST-E; TCEQ ID NUMBER: RN102345725;
LOCATION: 730 West Corral Avenue, Kingsville, Kleberg County;
TYPE OF FACILITY: an underground storage tank system and a
convenience store with retail sales of gasoline; PENALTY: $11,220;
STAFF ATTORNEY: Taylor Pack Ellis, Litigation, MC 175, (512)
239-6860; REGIONAL OFFICE: Corpus Christi Regional Office,
500 North Shoreline Boulevard, Suite 500, Corpus Christi, Texas
78401-0318, (361) 881-6900.

(2) COMPANY: SUNNYDALE WATER SUPPLY CORPORATION;
DOCKET NUMBER: 2022-1212-UTL-E; TCEQ ID NUMBER:
RN101231710; LOCATION: Farm-to-Market Road 54, Littlefield,
Lamb County; TYPE OF FACILITY: a retail public utility, exempt
utility, or provider or conveyor of potable or raw water service that
furnishes a water service to more than one customer and is not located
in a county with a population of 3.3 million or more in a county with a
population of 550,000 or more adjacent to a county with a population
of 3.3 million or more; PENALTY: $500; STAFF ATTORNEY: Misty
James, Litigation, MC 175, (512) 239-0631; REGIONAL OFFICE:
Lubbock Regional Office, 5012 50th Street, Suite 100, Lubbock,
Texas 79414-3426, (806) 796-7092.

(3) COMPANY: SUNNYDALE WATER SUPPLY CORPORATION;
DOCKET NUMBER: 2024-0446-PWS-E; TCEQ ID NUMBER:
RN101231710; LOCATION: Highway 54, west of Littlefield, Lamb
County; TYPE OF FACILITY: a public water system; PENALTY:
$925; STAFF ATTORNEY: Misty James, Litigation, MC 175, (512)
239-0631; REGIONAL OFFICE: Lubbock Regional Office, 5012
50th Street, Suite 100, Lubbock, Texas 79414-3426, (806) 796-7092.

(4) COMPANY: Utilities, Inc. of Texas; DOCKET NUMBER:
2025-1149-MWD-E; TCEQ ID NUMBER: RN104517016; LOCA-
TION: approximately 0.8 miles south of the intersection of Pearce
Lane and Wolf Lane near Del Valle, Bastrop County; TYPE OF FA-
CILITY: a wastewater treatment facility; PENALTY: $4,125; STAFF
ATTORNEY: Jennifer Peltier, Litigation, MC 175, (512) 239-0544;
REGIONAL OFFICE: Austin Regional Office, 12100 Park 35 Circle,
Building A, Room 179, Austin, Texas 78753, (512) 339-2929.

TRD-202602768

Gitanjali Yadav

Deputy Director, Litigation Division

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Filed: July 6, 2026

¢ ¢ ¢

Notice of Opportunity to Comment on Default Orders of
Administrative Enforcement Actions

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ or commis-
sion) staff is providing an opportunity for written public comment on
the listed Default Orders (DOs). The commission staff proposes a DO
when the staff has sent the Executive Director's Preliminary Report and
Petition (EDPRP) to an entity outlining the alleged violations; the pro-
posed penalty; the proposed technical requirements necessary to bring
the entity back into compliance; and the entity fails to request a hear-
ing on the matter within 20 days of its receipt of the EDPRP or requests
a hearing and fails to participate at the hearing. Similar to the proce-
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dure followed with respect to Agreed Orders entered into by the execu-
tive director of the commission, in accordance with Texas Water Code
(TWC), §7.075, this notice of the proposed order and the opportunity
to comment is published in the Texas Register no later than the 30th day
before the date on which the public comment period closes, which in
this case is August 17, 2026. The commission will consider any writ-
ten comments received, and the commission may withdraw or withhold
approval of a DO if a comment discloses facts or considerations that
indicate that consent to the proposed DO is inappropriate, improper,
inadequate, or inconsistent with the requirements of the statutes and
rules within the commission's jurisdiction, or the commission's orders
and permits issued in accordance with the commission's regulatory au-
thority. Additional notice of changes to a proposed DO is not required
to be published if those changes are made in response to written com-
ments.

A copy of each proposed DO is available for public inspection at
both the commission's central office, located at 12100 Park 35 Circle,
Building A, 3rd Floor, Austin, Texas 78753, (512) 239-3400 and at the
applicable regional office listed as follows. Additionally, copies of the
DO can be found online by using either the Chief Clerk's eFiling Sys-
tem at https://www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/efilings or the TCEQ Commis-
sioners' Integrated Database at https://www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/cid,
and searching either of those databases with the proposed DO's
identifying information, such as its docket number. Written comments
about the DO should be sent to the attorney designated for the DO at
the commission's central office at P.O. Box 13087, MC 175, Austin,
Texas 78711-3087 and must be received by 5:00 p.m. on August 17,
2026. The commission's attorneys are available to discuss the DOs
and/or the comment procedure at the listed phone numbers; however,
TWC, §7.075, provides that comments on the DO shall be submitted
to the commission in writing.

(1) COMPANY: Elsa Salazar, DOCKET NUMBER: 2024-1695-
MSW-E; TCEQ ID NUMBER: RN109272328; LOCATION: 5771
Mile 13 North, Mercedes, Hidalgo County; TYPE OF FACILITY:
an unauthorized municipal solid waste disposal site; PENALTY:
$45,000; STAFF ATTORNEY: Taylor Pearson, Litigation, MC 175,
(512) 239-5937; REGIONAL OFFICE: Harlingen Regional Office,
1804 West Jefferson Avenue, Harlingen, Texas 78550-5247, (956)
425-6010.

(2) COMPANY: Mirando City Water Supply Corporation; DOCKET
NUMBER: 2025-0045-PWS-E; TCEQ ID NUMBER: RN101195360;
LOCATION: intersection of Dr. J. W. Edgar Street and Behlen Avenue
in Mirando, Webb County; TYPE OF FACILITY: public water supply;
PENALTY: $8,748; STAFF ATTORNEY: Taylor Pearson, Litigation,
MC 175, (512) 239-5937; REGIONAL OFFICE: Laredo Regional Of-
fice, 707 East Calton Road, Suite 304, Laredo, Texas 78041-3887,
(956) 791-6611.

(3) COMPANY: Wolf Valley Buildings LLC; DOCKET NUMBER:
2024-1936-MLM-E; TCEQ ID NUMBER: RN105346563; LOCA-
TION: 3461 Farm-to-Market Road 934, Itasca, Hill County; TYPE
OF FACILITY: portable building manufacturing facility with an
unauthorized municipal solid waste disposal site; PENALTY: $7,893;
STAFF ATTORNEY: Jennifer Peltier, Litigation, MC 175, (512)
239-0544; REGIONAL OFFICE: Waco Regional Office, 6801 Sanger
Avenue, Suite 2500, Waco, Texas 76710-7826, (254) 751-0335.

TRD-202602769

Gitanjali Yadav

Deputy Director, Litigation Division

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Filed: July 6, 2026

¢ ¢ ¢

Notice of Public Hearing on Assessment of Administrative
Penalties and Requiring Certain Actions of Rick Fidler
SOAH Docket No. 582-26-22637 TCEQ Docket No.
2023-1353-MSW-E

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ or the Com-
mission) has referred this matter to the State Office of Administrative
Hearings (SOAH). An Administrative Law Judge with the State Office
of Administrative Hearings will conduct a public hearing via Zoom
videoconference:

10:00 a.m. (CT) - July 23, 2026

To join the Zoom meeting via computer or smart device:
https://soah-texas.zoomgov.com

Meeting ID: 161 984 0712

Password: TCEQDC1

or

To join the Zoom meeting via telephone dial:

+1 (669) 254-5252

Meeting ID: 161 984 0712

Password: 5247869

The purpose of the hearing will be to consider the Executive Director's
Preliminary Report and Petition mailed August 7, 2025 concerning as-
sessing administrative penalties against and requiring certain actions
of Rick Fidler, for violations in Johnson County, Texas, of: 30 Texas
Administrative Code §330.15(a) and (c).

The hearing will allow Rick Fidler, the Executive Director, and the
Commission's Public Interest Counsel to present evidence on whether
a violation has occurred, whether an administrative penalty should be
assessed, and the amount of such penalty, if any. The first convened
session of the hearing will be to establish jurisdiction, afford Rick Fi-
dler, the Executive Director of the Commission, and the Commission's
Public Interest Counsel an opportunity to negotiate and to establish a
discovery and procedural schedule for an evidentiary hearing. Unless
agreed to by all parties in attendance at the preliminary hearing, an evi-
dentiary hearing will not be held on the date of this preliminary hearing.
Upon failure of Rick Fidler to appear at the preliminary hearing or ev-
identiary hearing, the factual allegations in the notice will be deemed
admitted as true, and the relief sought in the notice of hearing may be
granted by default. The specific allegations included in the notice are
those set forth in the Executive Director's Preliminary Report and Pe-
tition, attached hereto and incorporated herein for all purposes. Rick
Fidler, the Executive Director of the Commission, and the Commis-
sion's Public Interest Counsel are the only designated parties to this
proceeding.

Legal Authority: Tex. Water Code §7.054 and ch. 7 and 30 Texas
Administrative Code chs. 70 and 330; Tex. Water Code §7.058, and
the Rules of Procedure of the Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality and the State Office of Administrative Hearings, including 30
Texas Administrative Code §§70.108 and 70.109 and ch. 80, and 1
Texas Administrative Code ch. 155.

Further information regarding this hearing may be obtained by contact-
ing Marilyn Norrod, Staff Attorney, Texas Commission on Environ-
mental Quality, Litigation Division, Mail Code 175, P.O. Box 13087,
Austin, Texas 78711-3087, telephone (512) 239-3400. Information
concerning your participation in this hearing may be obtained by con-
tacting the Office of Public Interest Counsel, Mail Code 103, at the
same P.O. Box address given above, or by telephone at (512) 239-6363.
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Any document filed prior to the hearing must be filed with
TCEQ's Office of the Chief Clerk and SOAH. Documents filed
with the Office of the Chief Clerk may be filed electronically at
www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/efilings or sent to the following address:
TCEQ Office of the Chief Clerk, Mail Code 105, P.O. Box 13087,
Austin, Texas 78711-3087. When contacting the Commission or
SOAH regarding this matter, reference the SOAH docket number
given at the top of this notice.

In accordance with 1 Texas Administrative Code §155.401(a), Notice
of Hearing, "Parties that are not represented by an attorney may obtain
information regarding contested case hearings on the public website of
the State Office of Administrative Hearings at www.soah.texas.gov, or
in printed format upon request to SOAH."

Persons who need special accommodations at the hearing should call
the SOAH Docketing Department at (512) 475-3445, at least one week
before the hearing.

Issued: July 7, 2026

TRD-202602785

Laurie Gharis

Chief Clerk

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Filed: July 8, 2026

¢ ¢ ¢

Notice of Water Quality Application - Minor Amendment
WQ0015231001

The following notice was issued on July 02, 2026:

The following notice does not require publication in a newspaper. Writ-
ten comments or requests for a public meeting may be submitted to
the Office of the Chief Clerk, Mail Code 105, P.O. Box 13087, Austin,
Texas 78711-3087 WITHIN (30) DAYS FROM THE DATE THIS NO-
TICE WAS MAILED.

INFORMATION SECTION

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality has initiated a mi-
nor amendment of the Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
Permit No. WQ0015231001 issued to Harris County Municipal Utility
District No. 319, to correct the daily average limit for ammonia-nitro-
gen in the Final phase of the existing permit. The existing permit au-
thorizes the discharge of treated domestic wastewater at a daily average
flow not to exceed 500,000 gallons per day. The facility is located at
17624 1/2 Becker Road, in Harris County, Texas 77447.

TRD-202602781

Laurie Gharis

Chief Clerk

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Filed: July 7, 2026

¢ ¢ ¢

Notice of Water Quality Application - Minor Amendment
WQ0015956001

The following notice was issued on July 01, 2026:

The following notice does not require publication in a newspaper. Writ-
ten comments or requests for a public meeting may be submitted to
the Office of the Chief Clerk, Mail Code 105, P.O. Box 13087, Austin,
Texas 78711-3087 WITHIN (30) DAYS FROM THE DATE THIS NO-
TICE WAS MAILED.

INFORMATION SECTION

Quadvest, L.P. has applied for a minor amendment to the Texas Pol-
lutant Discharge Elimination System Permit No. WQO0015956001 to
authorize an increase in the permitted flow for the Interim I Phase from
125,000 gallons per day (gpd) to 250,000 gpd and for the Interim II
Phase from 250,000 gpd to 500,000 gpd. The existing permit autho-
rizes the discharge of treated domestic wastewater at a daily average
flow not to exceed 960,000 gpd. The facility is approximately 1,800
feet northeast of the intersection of Farm-To-Market Road 1314 and
State Highway 242, in Montgomery County, Texas 77302.

TRD-202602780

Laurie Gharis

Chief Clerk

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Filed: July 7, 2026

¢ ¢ ¢
Texas Ethics Commission

List of Delinquent Filers
LIST OF LATE FILERS

Below is a list from the Texas Ethics Commission naming the filers
who failed to pay the penalty fine for failure to file the report, or filing
a late report, in reference to the specified filing deadline. If you have
any questions, you may contact Aidan Shaughnessy at (512) 463-5800.

Deadline: Personal Financial Statement due September 10, 2025

#00090975 - Maria Haynes, 12608 Mistletoe Trail, Manchaca, Texas
78652

Deadline: Personal Financial Statement due November 19, 2025

#00090213 - Richard C. Kirkpatrick, 808 East Richard, Kingsville,
Texas 78363

Deadline: Personal Financial Statement due December 31, 2025

#00088302 - Gregory E. Wilhelm, P.O. Box 2539, Waxahachie, Texas
75168

TRD-202602721

James Tinley

Executive Director

Texas Ethics Commission
Filed: July 3, 2026

¢ ¢ ¢
General Land Office

Notice and Opportunity to Comment on Requests for
Consistency Agreement/Concurrence Under the Texas Coastal
Management Program

On January 10, 1997, the State of Texas received federal approval of the
Coastal Management Program (CMP) (62 Federal Register pp. 1439 -
1440). Under federal law, federal agency activities and actions affect-
ing the Texas coastal zone must be consistent with the CMP goals and
policies identified in 31 TAC Chapter 26. Requests for federal consis-
tency review were deemed administratively complete for the following
project(s) during the period of June 29, 2026 to July 3, 2026. As re-
quired by federal law, the public is given an opportunity to comment
on the consistency of proposed activities in the coastal zone undertaken
or authorized by federal agencies. Pursuant to 31 TAC §§30.20(%),
30.30(h), and 30.40(e), the public comment period extends 30 days
from the date published on the Texas General Land Office web site.
The notice was published on the web site on Friday, July 10, 2026.
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The public comment period for this project will close at 5:00 p.m. on
Sunday, August 9, 2026.

Federal Agency Activities:
Applicant: U.S. Coast Guard

Location: The project site is located in the Laguna Madre, at the
United States Coast Guard (USCG) Station at 1 Wallace Road, South
Padre Island, Cameron County, Texas.

Latitude and Longitude: 26.074442, -97.164078

Project Description: The applicant proposes to rebuild and construct
new facilities and waterfront infrastructure on the existing site to sup-
port future operations of the USCG based at the Station. The Project
would occur within an approximate 9-acre area consisting of devel-
oped or vacant land areas and approximately 1.5 acres of marine foot-
print. The Project includes construction of waterfront infrastructure
to accommodate the full complement of assigned and jointly operated
vessels, including covered mooring slips, a boat ramp sized for ves-
sels up to 45 ft., and dedicated boat maintenance and storage facili-
ties. Shore-side facilities will include operational and administrative
space for Station, ANT, Sector Corpus Christi, Deployable Special-
ized Forces, and co-located CBP partner agency personnel, a JOC,
personnel housing and all ancillary required facilities, and support-
ing site infrastructure including security fencing, vehicle parking, and
maintained access to the collocated aerostat surveillance pad. In-water
structures to be demolished include a pier on the north side of the ma-
rina, and three piers within the marina. Approximately 0.036-acre of
fill would be placed within wetland E2SS3 for the construction of an
interior facility road and approximately 558 square feet of rock riprap
would be replaced along the shoreline at wetland E2SS3. Two piers
would be constructed within the existing basin. The south pier (Pier 1)
would be approximately 152 feet by 10 feet and would be supported
by 14, 18-inch square piles. The north pier (Pier 2) would be approx-
imately 202 feet by 10 feet and would be supported by 14, 18-inch
square piles. A 20-foot by 150-foot boat ramp (3,750 square feet [sq
ft]) would be constructed on the north side of the property for launch-
ing and recovery of vessels up to 45 feet in length. A temporary sheet
pile cofferdam would be used for dewatering during construction of
the boat ramp. Approximately 147 feet of concrete sheet pile would
support the north side of the boat ramp with one 42-inch concrete pile
for mooring and approximately 106 feet of concrete sheet pile on the
south side of the boat ramp. Approximately 462 sq ft of rock riprap
would be placed for a stormwater outfall on the north side of the pro-
posed boat ramp and would be bordered by approximately 68 feet of
concrete sheet piles. Approximately 2,750 cubic yards (CY) of dredge
material would be produced from an approximate 0.4-acre dredge foot-
print to a maximum depth of -12 feet mean lower low water (MLLW).
Dredge material would be placed at the federally approved PA 2 place-
ment area or within on-site uplands. Covered mooring slips would be
placed north and south of Pier 1 and would be approximately 10 feet
by 10 feet and supported by 3, 18-inch square piles (16 in total). Con-
struction is estimated to take approximately 2.5 years.

Type of Application: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers permit applica-
tion #SWG-2025-00641. This application will be reviewed pursuant
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and Section 10 of the Rivers and
Harbors Act of 1899.

CMP Project No: 26-1173-F2
Applicant: Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Location: The General Permit (GP) will be valid within navigable wa-
ters of the U.S. within the Galveston District Area of Operations bound-
aries, excluding waters located in Louisiana and the Gulf of America.

Project Description: This RGP would authorize the work and place-
ment of structures in navigable waters of the US for the construction,
maintenance, and repair of artificial reefs as part of work conducted
by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD). For authoriza-
tion under the RGP, TPWD must submit a Preconstruction Notification
(PCN) for project-specific verification.

When considering an application for an artificial reef, as defined in 33
CFR 322.2(g), the Corps reviews TPWD's provisions for siting, con-
structing, monitoring, operating, maintaining, and managing the pro-
posed artificial reef and determines if those provisions are consistent
with the following standards: 1) the enhancement of fishery resources
to the maximum extent practicable; 2) the facilitation of access and uti-
lization by United States recreational and commercial fishermen; 3) the
minimization of conflicts among competing uses of the navigable wa-
ters or waters overlying the outer continental shelf and of the resources
in such waters; 4) the minimization of environmental risks and risks to
personal health and property; 5) generally accepted principles of inter-
national law; and 6) the prevention of any unreasonable obstructions
to navigation.

RGPs are permits issued by a district or division engineer on a regional
basis to streamline the authorization of activities that are substantially
similar in nature and cause only minimal individual and cumulative en-
vironmental impacts. The purpose of this RGP is to expedite the Corps'
review of requests for authorization from the TPWD to construct, main-
tain, and repair artificial reefs. This RGP was last reissued in August
6, 2021 and expires on August 6, 2026. The Corps proposes only to
modify the description of required components of the preconstruction
notification to provide clarity.

Type of Application: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers permit applica-
tion #SWG-1994-00026. This application will be reviewed pursuant
Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899.

CMP Project No: 26-1171-F2

Further information on the applications listed above, including a copy
of the consistency certifications or consistency determinations for in-
spection, may be obtained from the Texas General Land Office Public
Information Officer at 1700 N. Congress Avenue, Austin, Texas 78701,
or via email at pialegal@glo.texas.gov. Comments should be sent to the
Texas General Land Office Coastal Management Program Coordinator
at the above address or via email at federal.consistency@glo.texas.gov.

TRD-202602788

Jennifer Jones

Chief Clerk and Deputy Land Commissioner
General Land Office

Filed: July 8, 2026

¢ ¢ ¢
Texas Health and Human Services Commission

Public Notice - Texas State Plan for Medical Assistance
Amendment

The Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) an-
nounces its intent to submit amendments to the Texas State Plan for
Medical Assistance, under Title XIX of the Social Security Act. The
proposed amendments will be effective September 1, 2026.

The purpose of the amendments is to update the fee schedules in the
current state plan by adjusting fees, rates, or charges for the following
services:

Physicians and Other Practitioners;
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Durable Medical Equipment, Prosthetics, Orthotics, and Supplies
(DMEPOS);

Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic, and Treatment (EPSDT);
and Ambulance Services.

The proposed amendments are estimated to result in an increase to
annual aggregate expenditure of $309,842 for federal fiscal year (FFY)
2026, consisting of $185,378 in federal funds and $124,464 in state
general revenue. For FFY 2027, the estimated result is an increase
to annual aggregate expenditure in state of $3,758,208 consisting of
$2,200,055 in federal funds and $1,558,153 general revenue. For
FFY 2028, the estimated result is an increase to annual aggregate
expenditure of $3,811,055 consisting of $2,248,522 in federal funds
and $1,562,533 in state general revenue.

Further detail on specific reimbursement rates and percentage changes
will be made available on the HHSC Provider Finance website before
the proposed effective date at: https://pfd.hhs.texas.gov/rate-packets.

Rate Hearings.

Rate hearings were conducted in person and online on November 10,
2025, February 10, 2026, and May 26, 2026. Information about the
proposed rate changes and hearings were published in the October 10,
2025, January 16, 2026, and May 1, 2026, issues of the Texas Register
(50 TexReg 6711-6713, 51 TexReg 302-303, and 51 TexReg 2980-
2981, respectively). Additional information and the notices of hearings
can be found at http://www.sos.state.tx.us/texreg/index.shtml.

Copy of Proposed Amendment.

Interested parties may obtain additional information and/or a free copy
of the proposed amendment by contacting Jayasree Sankaran, State
Plan Policy Advisor, by mail at the Health and Human Services Com-
mission, P.O. Box 13247, Mail Code H-600, Austin, Texas 78711; by
telephone at (512) 487-3349; by facsimile at (512) 730-7472; or by
e-mail at Medicaid Chip SPA Inquiries@hhsc.state.tx.us. Once sub-
mitted to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services for approval,
copies of the proposed amendment will be available for review at the
HHSC Access and Eligibility Services for local benefit offices.

Written Comments.

Written comments about the proposed amendment and/or requests to
review comments may be sent by U.S. mail, overnight mail, special
delivery mail, hand delivery, fax, or email:

U.S. Mail

Texas Health and Human Services Commission
Attention: Provider Finance Department

Mail Code H-400

P.O. Box 149030

Austin, Texas 78714-9030

Overnight mail, special delivery mail, or hand delivery
Texas Health and Human Services Commission
Attention: Provider Finance Department

North Austin Complex

Mail Code H-400

4601 W. Guadalupe St.

Austin, Texas 78751

Phone number for package delivery: (737) 867-7817

Fax

Attention: Provider Finance at (512) 730-7475

Email

PFDAcuteCare@hhs.texas.gov

Preferred Communication.

For quickest response, please use e-mail or phone, if possible, for com-
munication with HHSC related to this state plan amendment.
TRD-202602779

Karen Ray

Chief Counsel

Texas Health and Human Services Commission
Filed: July 7, 2026

¢ ¢ ¢
Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation

Correction of Error

The Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation published notice
of Scratch Ticket Game Number 2755 "HOUSTON TEXANS" in the
July 3, 2026, issue of the Texas Register (51 TexReg 4402). Due to an
error by the Texas Register, the heading for Section 2.2 was published
incorrectly.

The correct title of the heading should read as follows:
2.2 Programmed Game Parameters.
TRD-202602773

¢ ¢ ¢
Scratch Ticket Game Number 2754 "COWBOYS"
1.0 Name and Style of Scratch Ticket Game.

A. The name of Scratch Ticket Game No. 2754 is "COWBOYS". The
play style is "key number match".

1.1 Price of Scratch Ticket Game.

A. Tickets for Scratch Ticket Game No. 2754 shall be $5.00 per Scratch
Ticket.

1.2 Definitions in Scratch Ticket Game No. 2754.

A. Display Printing - That area of the Scratch Ticket outside of the area
where the overprint and Play Symbols appear.

B. Latex Overprint - The removable scratch-off covering over the Play
Symbols on the front of the Scratch Ticket.

C. Play Symbol - The printed data under the latex on the front of the
Scratch Ticket that is used to determine eligibility for a prize. Each
Play Symbol is printed in Symbol font in black ink in positive except
for dual-image games. The possible black Play Symbols are: 01, 02,
03, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 09, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20,
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38,
39,40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, JERSEY SYMBOL, TD
SYMBOL, $5.00, $10.00, $15.00, $20.00, $50.00, $100, $500, $5,000
and $100,000.

D. Play Symbol Caption - The printed material appearing below each
Play Symbol which explains the Play Symbol. One caption appears
under each Play Symbol and is printed in caption font in black ink
in positive. The Play Symbol Caption which corresponds with and
verifies each Play Symbol is as follows:
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Figure 1: GAME NO. 2754 - 1.2D

PLAY SYMBOL CAPTION
01 ONE
02 TWO
03 THR
04 FOR
05 FIV
06 SIX
07 SVN
08 EGT
09 NIN
10 TEN
11 ELV
12 TLV
13 TRN
14 FTN
15 FFN
16 SXN
17 SVT
18 ETN
19 NTN
20 TWY
21 TWON
22 TWTO
23 TWTH
24 TWFR
25 TWFV
26 TWSX
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27 TWSV
28 TWET
29 TWNI
30 TRTY
31 TRON
32 TRTO
33 TRTH
34 TRFR
35 TRFV
36 TRSX
37 TRSV
38 TRET
39 TRNI
40 FRTY
41 FRON
42 FRTO
43 FRTH
44 FRFR
45 FRFV
46 FRSX
47 FRSV
48 FRET
49 FRNI
50 FFTY
JERSEY SYMBOL WINS
TD SYMBOL WINALL
$5.00 FIV$
$10.00 TEN$
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$15.00 FFN$
$20.00 TWY$
$50.00 FFTY$
$100 ONHN
$500 FVHN
$5,000 FVTH
$100,000 100TH

E. Serial Number - A unique thirteen (13) digit number appearing under
the latex scratch-off covering on the front of the Scratch Ticket. The
Serial Number is for validation purposes and cannot be used to play the
game. The format will be: 0000000000000.

F. Bar Code - A twenty-four (24) character interleaved two (2) of five
(5) Bar Code which will include a four (4) digit game ID, the seven
(7) digit Pack number, the three (3) digit Ticket number and the ten
(10) digit Validation Number. The Bar Code appears on the back of the
Scratch Ticket.

G. Game-Pack-Ticket Number - A fourteen (14) digit number consist-
ing of the four (4) digit game number (2754), a seven (7) digit Pack
number, and a three (3) digit Ticket number. Ticket numbers start
with 001 and end with 075 within each Pack. The format will be:
2754-0000001-001.

H. Pack - A Pack of "COWBOYS" Scratch Ticket Game contains 075
Scratch Tickets, packed in plastic shrink-wrapping and fanfolded in
pages of one (1). Ticket 001 will be shown on the front of the Pack;
the back of Ticket 075 will be revealed on the back of the Pack. All
Packs will be tightly shrink-wrapped. There will be no breaks between
the Tickets in a Pack. Every other Pack will reverse; i.e., reverse order
will be: the back of Ticket 001 will be shown on the front of the Pack
and the front of Ticket 075 will be shown on the back of the Pack.

I. Non-Winning Ticket - A Scratch Ticket which is not programmed to
be a winning Scratch Ticket or a Scratch Ticket that does not meet all
of the requirements of these Game Procedures, the State Lottery Act
(Texas Government Code, Chapter 466), and applicable rules adopted
by the Texas Lottery pursuant to the State Lottery Act and referenced
in 16 TAC, Chapter 140.

J. Scratch Ticket Game, Scratch Ticket or Ticket - A Texas Lottery
"COWBOYS" Scratch Ticket Game No. 2754.

2.0 Determination of Prize Winners. The determination of prize win-
ners is subject to the general Scratch Ticket validation requirements set
forth in Texas Lottery Rule 140.302, Scratch Ticket Game Rules, these
Game Procedures, and the requirements set out on the back of each
Scratch Ticket. A prize winner in the "COWBOYS" Scratch Ticket
Game is determined once the latex on the Scratch Ticket is scratched
off to expose fifty-five (55) Play Symbols. If a player matches any of
the YOUR NUMBERS Play Symbols to any of the WINNING NUM-
BERS Play Symbols, the player wins the prize for that number. If the
player reveals a "JERSEY" Play Symbol, the player wins the prize for
that symbol instantly. If the player reveals a Touchdown "TD" Play
Symbol, the player WINS ALL 25 PRIZES INSTANTLY! No portion
of the Display Printing nor any extraneous matter whatsoever shall be
usable or playable as a part of the Scratch Ticket.

2.1 Scratch Ticket Validation Requirements.

A. To be a valid Scratch Ticket, all of the following requirements must
be met:

1. Exactly fifty-five (55) Play Symbols must appear under the Latex
Overprint on the front portion of the Scratch Ticket;

2. Each of the Play Symbols must have a Play Symbol Caption under-
neath, unless specified, and each Play Symbol must agree with its Play
Symbol Caption;

3. Each of the Play Symbols must be present in its entirety and be fully
legible;

4. Each of the Play Symbols must be printed in black ink except for
dual image games;

5. The Scratch Ticket shall be intact;

6. The Serial Number and Game-Pack-Ticket Number must be present
in their entirety and be fully legible;

7. The Serial Number must correspond, using the Texas Lottery's
codes, to the Play Symbols on the Scratch Ticket;

8. The Scratch Ticket must not have a hole punched through it, be
mutilated, altered, unreadable, reconstituted or tampered with in any
manner;

9. The Scratch Ticket must not be counterfeit in whole or in part;

10. The Scratch Ticket must have been issued by the Texas Lottery in
an authorized manner;

11. The Scratch Ticket must not have been stolen, nor appear on any
list of omitted Scratch Tickets or non-activated Scratch Tickets on file
at the Texas Lottery;

12. The Play Symbols, Serial Number and Game-Pack-Ticket Number
must be right side up and not reversed in any manner;

13. The Scratch Ticket must be complete and not miscut, and have
exactly fifty-five (55) Play Symbols under the Latex Overprint on the
front portion of the Scratch Ticket, exactly one Serial Number and ex-
actly one Game-Pack-Ticket Number on the Scratch Ticket;

14. The Serial Number of an apparent winning Scratch Ticket shall cor-
respond with the Texas Lottery's Serial Numbers for winning Scratch
Tickets, and a Scratch Ticket with that Serial Number shall not have
been paid previously;

15. The Scratch Ticket must not be blank or partially blank, misregis-
tered, defective or printed or produced in error;
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16. Each of the fifty-five (55) Play Symbols must be exactly one of
those described in Section 1.2.C of these Game Procedures;

17. Each of the fifty-five (55) Play Symbols on the Scratch Ticket must
be printed in the Symbol font and must correspond precisely to the
artwork on file at the Texas Lottery; the Scratch Ticket Serial Numbers
must be printed in the Serial font and must correspond precisely to
the artwork on file at the Texas Lottery; and the Game-Pack-Ticket
Number must be printed in the Game-Pack-Ticket Number font and
must correspond precisely to the artwork on file at the Texas Lottery;

18. The Display Printing on the Scratch Ticket must be regular in every
respect and correspond precisely to the artwork on file at the Texas
Lottery; and

19. The Scratch Ticket must have been received by the Texas Lottery
by applicable deadlines.

B. The Scratch Ticket must pass all additional validation tests provided
for in these Game Procedures, the Texas Lottery's Rules governing the
award of prizes of the amount to be validated, and any confidential
validation and security tests of the Texas Lottery.

C. Any Scratch Ticket not passing all of the validation requirements is
void and ineligible for any prize and shall not be paid. However, the
Executive Director of the Texas Lottery ("Executive Director") may,
solely at the Executive Director's discretion, refund the retail sales price
of the Scratch Ticket. In the event a defective Scratch Ticket is pur-
chased, the only responsibility or liability of the Texas Lottery shall be
to replace the defective Scratch Ticket with another unplayed Scratch
Ticket in that Scratch Ticket Game (or a Scratch Ticket of equivalent
sales price from any other current Texas Lottery Scratch Ticket Game)
or refund the retail sales price of the Scratch Ticket, solely at the Ex-
ecutive Director's discretion.

2.2 Programmed Game Parameters.

A. Consecutive Non-Winning Tickets within a Pack will not have
matching patterns, in the same order, of either Play Symbols or Prize
Symbols.

B. A Ticket can win as indicated by the prize structure.
C. A Ticket can win up to twenty-five (25) times.

D. On winning and Non-Winning Tickets, the top cash prizes of $5,000
and $100,000 will each appear at least one (1) time, except on Tickets
winning more than fifteen (15) times, with respect to other parameters,
play action or prize structure.

E. All non-winning YOUR NUMBERS Play Symbols will be different.

F. No matching WINNING NUMBERS Play Symbols will appear on
a Ticket.

G. Non-winning Prize Symbols will not match a winning Prize Symbol
on a Ticket.

H. Tickets winning more than one (1) time will use as many WIN-
NING NUMBERS Play Symbols as possible to create matches, unless
restricted by other parameters, play action or prize structure.

I. The "TD" (WINALL) Play Symbol will never appear as a WINNING
NUMBERS Play Symbol.

J. The "TD" (WINALL) Play Symbol will instantly win all twenty-five
(25) prize amounts and will win only as per the prize structure.

K. The "TD" (WINALL) Play Symbol will never appear more than one
(1) time on a Ticket.

L. The "TD" (WINALL) Play Symbol will never appear on a Non-
Winning Ticket.

M. On Tickets winning with the "TD" (WINALL) Play Symbol, the
YOUR NUMBERS Play Symbols will not match any of the WINNING
NUMBERS Play Symbols.

N. The "JERSEY" (WIN$) Play Symbol will never appear as a WIN-
NING NUMBERS Play Symbol.

O. The "JERSEY" (WINS) Play Symbol will win the prize for that Play
Symbol.

P. The "JERSEY" (WINS$) Play Symbol will never appear more than
one (1) time on a Ticket.

Q. The "JERSEY" (WINS§) Play Symbol will never appear on a Non-
Winning Ticket.

R. The "TD" (WINALL) Play Symbol and the "JERSEY" (WINS) Play
Symbol will never appear on the same Ticket.

S. On Tickets winning with the "JERSEY" (WINS$) Play Symbol, the
YOUR NUMBERS Play Symbols will not match any of the WINNING
NUMBERS Play Symbols.

T. All YOUR NUMBERS Play Symbols will never equal the corre-
sponding Prize Symbol (i.e., 05 and $5, 10 and $10, 15 and $15, 20
and $20 and 50 and $50).

U. On all Tickets, a Prize Symbol will not appear more than five (5)
times, except as required by the prize structure to create multiple wins.

V. On Non-Winning Tickets, a WINNING NUMBERS Play Symbol
will never match a YOUR NUMBERS Play Symbol.

2.3 Procedure for Claiming Prizes.

A. To claim a "COWBOYS" Scratch Ticket Game prize of $5.00,
$10.00, $15.00, $20.00, $50.00, $100 or $500, a claimant shall sign
the back of the Scratch Ticket in the space designated on the Scratch
Ticket and may present the winning Scratch Ticket to any Texas
Lottery Retailer. The Texas Lottery Retailer shall verify the claim and,
if valid, and upon presentation of proper identification, if appropriate,
make payment of the amount due the claimant and physically void
the Scratch Ticket; provided that the Texas Lottery Retailer may,
but is not required, to pay a $50.00, $100 or $500 Scratch Ticket
Game. In the event the Texas Lottery Retailer cannot verify the claim,
the Texas Lottery Retailer shall provide the claimant with a claim
form and instruct the claimant on how to file a claim with the Texas
Lottery. If the claim is validated by the Texas Lottery, a check shall be
forwarded to the claimant in the amount due. In the event the claim
is not validated, the claim shall be denied, and the claimant shall be
notified promptly. A claimant may also claim any of the above prizes
under the procedure described in Section 2.3.B and Section 2.3.C of
these Game Procedures.

B. To claim a "COWBOYS" Scratch Ticket Game prize of $5,000 or
$100,000, the claimant must sign the winning Scratch Ticket and may
present it at one of the Texas Lottery's Claim Centers. If the claim is
validated by the Texas Lottery, payment will be made to the bearer of
the validated winning Scratch Ticket for that prize upon presentation of
proper identification. When paying a prize of $600 or more, the Texas
Lottery shall file the appropriate income reporting form with the Inter-
nal Revenue Service (IRS) and shall withhold federal income tax at a
rate set by the IRS if required. In the event that the claim is not vali-
dated by the Texas Lottery, the claim shall be denied, and the claimant
shall be notified promptly.

C. As an alternative method of claiming a "COWBOYS" Scratch
Ticket Game prize, the claimant may submit the signed winning
Scratch Ticket and a thoroughly completed claim form via mail. If
a prize value is $1,000,000 or more, the claimant must also provide
proof of Social Security number or Taxpayer Identification (for U.S.
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Citizens or Resident Aliens). Mail all to: Texas Lottery, P.O. Box
16600, Austin, Texas 78761-6600. The Texas Lottery is not responsi-
ble for Scratch Tickets lost in the mail. In the event that the claim is
not validated by the Texas Lottery, the claim shall be denied, and the
claimant shall be notified promptly.

D. Prior to payment by the Texas Lottery of any prize, the Texas Lottery
shall deduct the amount of a delinquent tax or other money from the
winnings of a prize winner who has been finally determined to be:

1. delinquent in the payment of a tax or other money to a state agency
and that delinquency is reported to the Comptroller under Government
Code §403.055;

2. in default on a loan made under Chapter 52, Education Code;

3. in default on a loan guaranteed under Chapter 57, Education Code;
or

4. delinquent in child support payments in the amount determined by
a court or a Title IV-D agency under Chapter 231, Family Code.

E. If a person is indebted or owes delinquent taxes to the State, other
than those specified in the preceding paragraph, the winnings of a per-
son shall be withheld until the debt or taxes are paid.

F. If a person is indebted or owes delinquent taxes to the State, and is
selected as a winner in a promotional second-chance drawing, the debt
to the State must be paid within 14 days of notification or the prize will
be awarded to an Alternate.

2.4 Allowance for Delay of Payment. The Texas Lottery may delay
payment of the prize pending a final determination by the Executive
Director, under any of the following circumstances:

A. if a dispute occurs, or it appears likely that a dispute may occur,
regarding the prize;

B. if there is any question regarding the identity of the claimant;

C. if there is any question regarding the validity of the Scratch Ticket
presented for payment; or

D. if the claim is subject to any deduction from the payment otherwise
due, as described in Section 2.3.D of these Game Procedures. No lia-
bility for interest for any delay shall accrue to the benefit of the claimant
pending payment of the claim.

2.5 Payment of Prizes to Persons Under 18. If a person under the age of
18 years is entitled to a cash prize under $600 from the "COWBOYS"
Scratch Ticket Game, the Texas Lottery shall deliver to an adult mem-
ber of the minor's family or the minor's guardian a check or warrant in
the amount of the prize payable to the order of the minor.

2.6 If a person under the age of 18 years is entitled to a cash prize
of $600 or more from the "COWBOYS" Scratch Ticket Game, the

Texas Lottery shall deposit the amount of the prize in a custodial bank
account, with an adult member of the minor's family or the minor's
guardian serving as custodian for the minor.

2.7 Scratch Ticket Claim Period. All Scratch Ticket Game prizes must
be claimed within 180 days following the end of the Scratch Ticket
Game or within the applicable time period for certain eligible military
personnel as set forth in Texas Government Code §466.408. Any rights
to a prize that is not claimed within that period, and in the manner
specified in these Game Procedures and on the back of each Scratch
Ticket, shall be forfeited.

2.8 Disclaimer. The number of prizes in a game is approximate based
on the number of Scratch Tickets ordered. The number of actual prizes
available in a game may vary based on number of Scratch Tickets man-
ufactured, testing, distribution, sales and number of prizes claimed. A
Scratch Ticket Game may continue to be sold even when all the top
prizes have been claimed.

2.9 Promotional Second-Chance Drawings. Any Non-Winning "COW-
BOYS" Scratch Ticket may be entered into one (1) of five (5) pro-
motional drawings for a chance to win a promotional second-chance
drawing prize. See instructions on the back of the Scratch Ticket for
information on eligibility and entry requirements.

3.0 Scratch Ticket Ownership.

A. Until such time as a signature is placed upon the back portion of a
Scratch Ticket in the space designated, a Scratch Ticket shall be owned
by the physical possessor of said Scratch Ticket. When a signature is
placed on the back of the Scratch Ticket in the space designated, the
player whose signature appears in that area shall be the owner of the
Scratch Ticket and shall be entitled to any prize attributable thereto.
Notwithstanding any name or names submitted on a claim form, the
Executive Director shall make payment to the player whose signature
appears on the back of the Scratch Ticket in the space designated. If
more than one name appears on the back of the Scratch Ticket, the
Executive Director will require that one of those players whose name
appears thereon be designated by such players to receive payment.

B. The Texas Lottery shall not be responsible for lost or stolen Scratch
Tickets and shall not be required to pay on a lost or stolen Scratch
Ticket.

4.0 Number and Value of Scratch Ticket Prizes. There will be ap-
proximately 9,720,000 Scratch Tickets in the Scratch Ticket Game No.
2754. The approximate number and value of prizes in the game are as
follows:
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Figure 2: GAME NO. 2754 - 4.0

Prize Amount Approximate Number of | Approximate Odds are 1
Winners* in **
$5.00 1,209,600 8.04
$10.00 496,800 19.57
$15.00 388,800 25.00
$20.00 388,800 25.00
$50.00 67,500 144.00
$100 6,480 1,500.00
$500 270 36,000.00
$5,000 12 810,000.00
$100,000 4 2,430,000.00

*The number of prizes in a game is approximate based on the number of tickets ordered.
The number of actual prizes available in a game may vary based on number of tickets
manufactured, testing, distribution, sales and number of prizes claimed.

**The overall odds of winning a prize are 1 in 3.80. The individual odds of winning for a
particular prize level may vary based on sales, distribution, testing, and number of prizes

claimed.

A. The actual number of Scratch Tickets in the game may be increased
or decreased at the sole discretion of the Texas Lottery.

5.0 End of the Scratch Ticket Game. The Executive Director may, at
any time, announce a closing date (end date) for the Scratch Ticket
Game No. 2754 without advance notice, at which point no further
Scratch Tickets in that game may be sold. The determination of the
closing date and reasons for closing will be made in accordance with the
Scratch Ticket Game closing procedures and the Scratch Ticket Game
Rules. See 16 TAC §140.302(j).

6.0 Governing Law. In purchasing a Scratch Ticket, the player agrees to
comply with, and abide by, these Game Procedures for Scratch Ticket
Game No. 2754, the State Lottery Act (Texas Government Code, Chap-
ter 466), applicable rules adopted by the Texas Lottery pursuant to the
State Lottery Act and referenced in 16 TAC, Chapter 140, and all final
decisions of the Executive Director.

TRD-202602789

Deanne Rienstra

General Counsel Lottery and Charitable Bingo

Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation

Filed: July 8, 2026

¢ ¢ ¢

Scratch Ticket Game Number 2764 "MILLION DOLLAR
LOTERIA"

1.0 Name and Style of Scratch Ticket Game.

A. The name of Scratch Ticket Game No. 2764 is "MILLION DOL-
LAR LOTERIA". The play style is "row/column/diagonal".

1.1 Price of Scratch Ticket Game.

A. The price for Scratch Ticket Game No. 2764 shall be $20.00 per
Scratch Ticket.

1.2 Definitions in Scratch Ticket Game No. 2764.

A. Display Printing - That area of the Scratch Ticket outside of the area
where the overprint and Play Symbols appear.

B. Latex Overprint - The removable scratch-off covering over the Play
Symbols on the front of the Scratch Ticket.

C. Play Symbol - The printed data under the latex on the front of
the Scratch Ticket that is used to determine eligibility for a prize.
Each Play Symbol is printed in Symbol font in black ink in positive
except for dual-image games. The possible black Play Symbols
are: ARMADILLO SYMBOL, BAT SYMBOL, BICYCLE SYM-
BOL, BLUEBONNET SYMBOL, BOAR SYMBOL, BUTTERFLY
SYMBOL, CACTUS SYMBOL, CARDINAL SYMBOL, CHER-
RIES SYMBOL, CHILE PEPPER SYMBOL, CORN SYMBOL,
COVERED WAGON SYMBOL, COW SYMBOL, COWBOY
HAT SYMBOL, COWBOY SYMBOL, DESERT SYMBOL, FIRE
SYMBOL, FOOTBALL SYMBOL, GEM SYMBOL, GUITAR
SYMBOL, HEN SYMBOL, HORSE SYMBOL, HORSESHOE
SYMBOL, JACKRABBIT SYMBOL, LIZARD SYMBOL, LONE
STAR SYMBOL, MARACAS SYMBOL, MOCKINGBIRD SYM-
BOL, MOONRISE SYMBOL, MORTAR PESTLE SYMBOL,
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NEWSPAPER SYMBOL, OIL RIG SYMBOL, PECAN TREE SYM-
BOL, PINATA SYMBOL, RACE CAR SYMBOL, RATTLESNAKE
SYMBOL, ROADRUNNER SYMBOL, SADDLE SYMBOL, SHIP
SYMBOL, SHOES SYMBOL, SOCCER BALL SYMBOL, SPEAR
SYMBOL, SPUR SYMBOL, STRAWBERRY SYMBOL, SUNSET
SYMBOL, WHEEL SYMBOL, WINDMILL SYMBOL, CHECK
SYMBOL, GOLD BAR SYMBOL, HEART SYMBOL, MONEY-
BAG SYMBOL, STAR SYMBOL, ARMORED CAR SYMBOL,
BANK SYMBOL, COINS SYMBOL, STACK OF BILLS SYMBOL,

VAULT SYMBOL, $10.00, $20.00, $30.00, $40.00, $50.00, $100,
$150, $200, $500, $1,000, $5,000, $20,000 and $1,000,000.

D. Play Symbol Caption - The printed material appearing below each
Play Symbol which explains the Play Symbol. One caption appears
under each Play Symbol and is printed in caption font in black ink
in positive. The Play Symbol Caption which corresponds with and
verifies each Play Symbol is as follows:
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Figure 1: GAME NO. 2764 - 1.2D

PLAY SYMBOL CAPTION
ARMADILLO SYMBOL ARMADILLO
BAT SYMBOL BAT
BICYCLE SYMBOL BICYCLE
BLUEBONNET SYMBOL BLUEBONNET
BOAR SYMBOL BOAR
BUTTERFLY SYMBOL BUTTERFLY
CACTUS SYMBOL CACTUS
CARDINAL SYMBOL CARDINAL
CHERRIES SYMBOL CHERRIES

CHILE PEPPER SYMBOL

CHILE PEPPER

CORN SYMBOL CORN
COVERED WAGON SYMBOL COVERED WAGON
COW SYMBOL COowW
COWBOY HAT SYMBOL COWBOY HAT
COWBOY SYMBOL COWBOY
DESERT SYMBOL DESERT
FIRE SYMBOL FIRE
FOOTBALL SYMBOL FOOTBALL
GEM SYMBOL GEM
GUITAR SYMBOL GUITAR
HEN SYMBOL HEN
HORSE SYMBOL HORSE
HORSESHOE SYMBOL HORSESHOE
JACKRABBIT SYMBOL JACKRABBIT
LIZARD SYMBOL LIZARD
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LONE STAR SYMBOL

LONE STAR

MARACAS SYMBOL MARACAS
MOCKINGBIRD SYMBOL MOCKINGBIRD
MOONRISE SYMBOL MOONRISE

MORTAR PESTLE SYMBOL

MORTAR PESTLE

NEWSPAPER SYMBOL NEWSPAPER
OIL RIG SYMBOL OIL RIG
PECAN TREE SYMBOL PECAN TREE
PINATA SYMBOL PINATA
RACE CAR SYMBOL RACE CAR
RATTLESNAKE SYMBOL RATTLESNAKE
ROADRUNNER SYMBOL ROADRUNNER
SADDLE SYMBOL SADDLE
SHIP SYMBOL SHIP
SHOES SYMBOL SHOES
SOCCER BALL SYMBOL SOCCER BALL
SPEAR SYMBOL SPEAR
SPUR SYMBOL SPUR
STRAWBERRY SYMBOL STRAWBERRY
SUNSET SYMBOL SUNSET
WHEEL SYMBOL WHEEL
WINDMILL SYMBOL WINDMILL
CHECK SYMBOL CHECK
GOLD BAR SYMBOL GOLD BAR
HEART SYMBOL HEART
MONEYBAG SYMBOL MONEYBAG
STAR SYMBOL STAR

ARMORED CAR SYMBOL ARMCAR
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BANK SYMBOL BANK
COINS SYMBOL COINS
STACK OF BILLS SYMBOL STACKOFBILLS
VAULT SYMBOL VAULT
$10.00 TEN$
$20.00 TWY$
$30.00 TRTY$
$40.00 FRTY$
$50.00 FFTY$

$100 ONHN
$150 ONFF
$200 TOHN
$500 FVHN
$1,000 ONTH
$5,000 FVTH
$20,000 20TH
$1,000,000 TPPZ

E. Serial Number- A unique thirteen (13) digit number appearing under
the latex scratch-off covering on the front of the Scratch Ticket. The
Serial Number is for validation purposes and cannot be used to play the
game. The format will be: 0000000000000.

F. Bar Code - A twenty-four (24) character interleaved two (2) of five
(5) Bar Code which will include a four (4) digit game ID, the seven
(7) digit Pack number, the three (3) digit Ticket number and the ten
(10) digit Validation Number. The Bar Code appears on the back of the
Scratch Ticket.

G. Game-Pack-Ticket Number - A fourteen (14) digit number consist-
ing of the four (4) digit game number (2764), a seven (7) digit Pack
number, and a three (3) digit Ticket number. Ticket numbers start
with 001 and end with 025 within each Pack. The format will be:
2764-0000001-001.

H. Pack - A Pack of the "MILLION DOLLAR LOTERIA" Scratch
Ticket Game contains 025 Tickets, packed in plastic shrink-wrapping
and fanfolded in pages of one (1). Ticket 001 will be shown on the
front of the Pack; the back of Ticket 025 will be revealed on the back
of the Pack. All Packs will be tightly shrink-wrapped. There will be
no breaks between the Tickets in a Pack. Every other Pack will reverse
i.e., reverse order will be: the back of Ticket 001 will be shown on the

front of the Pack and the front of Ticket 025 will be shown on the back
of the Pack.

I. Non-Winning Scratch Ticket - A Scratch Ticket which is not pro-
grammed to be a winning Scratch Ticket or a Scratch Ticket that does
not meet all of the requirements of these Game Procedures, the State
Lottery Act (Texas Government Code, Chapter 466), and applicable
rules adopted by the Texas Lottery pursuant to the State Lottery Act
and referenced in 16 TAC, Chapter 140.

J. Scratch Ticket Game, Scratch Ticket or Ticket - Texas Lottery "MIL-
LION DOLLAR LOTERIA" Scratch Ticket Game No. 2764.

2.0 Determination of Prize Winners. The determination of prize win-
ners is subject to the general Scratch Ticket validation requirements
set forth in Texas Lottery Rule 140.302, Scratch Ticket Game Rules,
these Game Procedures, and the requirements set out on the back of
each Scratch Ticket. Each Scratch Ticket contains exactly seventy-
eight (78) Play Symbols. A prize winner in the "MILLION DOL-
LAR LOTERIA" Scratch Ticket Game is determined once the latex
on the Scratch Ticket is scratched off to expose Play Symbols as fol-
lows: PLAYBOARD 1 INSTRUCTIONS: 1) The player completely
scratches the CALLER'S CARD play area to reveal 27 symbols. 2) The
player scratches ONLY the symbols on the PLAYBOARD that exactly
match the symbols revealed on the CALLER'S CARD play area. 3) If
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the player reveals a complete row, column or diagonal line, the player
wins the prize for that line. PLAYBOARDS 2 INSTRUCTIONS: The
player scratches ONLY the symbols on each PLAYBOARD that ex-
actly match the symbols revealed on the CALLER'S CARD play area.
If the player reveals all 4 symbols in a column, the player wins the
PRIZE for that column. PLAY AREA 3 INSTRUCTIONS (BONUS
GAMES): The player scratches ONLY the symbols on the BONUS
GAMES that exactly match the symbols revealed on the CALLER'S
CARD play area. If the player reveals 2 symbols in the same GAME,
the player wins the PRIZE for that GAME. PLAY AREA 4 INSTRUC-
TIONS (BONUS): If the player reveals 2 matching symbols in the
BONUS $100, the player wins $100. If the player reveals 2 match-
ing symbols in the BONUS $200, the player wins $200. INSTRUC-
CIONES PARA TABLA DE JUEGO 1: 1) El jugador raspa comple-
tamente la CARTA DEL GRITON para revelar 27 simbolos. 2) El ju-
gador SOLAMENTE raspa los simbolos en la TABLA DE JUEGO que
son exactamente iguales a los simbolos revelados en la CARTA DEL
GRITON. 3) Si el jugador revela una linea completa, horizontal, ver-
tical o diagonal, el jugador gana el premio para esa linea. INSTRUC-
CIONES PARA TABLAS DE JUEGO 2: El jugador SOLAMENTE
raspa los simbolos en cada de las TABLAS DE JUEGO que son exacta-
mente iguales a los simbolos revelados in la CARTA DEL GRITON. Si
el jugador revela todos los 4 simbolos en una columna, el jugador gana
el PREMIO para esa columna. INSTRUCCIONES PARA AREA DE
JUEGO 3 (JUEGOS DE BONO): El jugador SOLAMENTE raspa los
simbolos en los JUEGOS DE BONO que son exactamente iguales a los
simbolos revelados en la CARTA DEL GRITON. Si el jugador revela
2 simbolos en el mismo JUEGO, el jugador gana el PREMIO para ese
JUEGO. INSTRUCCIONES PARA AREA DE JUEGO 4 (BONO): Si
el jugador revela 2 simbolos iguales en el area de BONO $100, el ju-
gador gana $100. Si el jugador revela 2 simbolos iguales en el area de
BONO $200, el jugador gana $200. No portion of the Display Printing
nor any extraneous matter whatsoever shall be usable or playable as a
part of the Scratch Ticket.

2.1 Scratch Ticket Validation Requirements.

A. To be a valid Scratch Ticket, all of the following requirements must
be met:

1. Exactly seventy-eight (78) Play Symbols must appear under the
Latex Overprint on the front portion of the Scratch Ticket;

2. Each of the Play Symbols must have a Play Symbol Caption under-
neath, unless specified, and each Play Symbol must agree with its Play
Symbol Caption;

3. Each of the Play Symbols must be present in its entirety and be fully
legible;

4. Each of the Play Symbols must be printed in black ink except for
dual image games;

5. The Scratch Ticket shall be intact;

6. The Serial Number and Game-Pack-Ticket Number must be present
in their entirety and be fully legible;

7. The Serial Number must correspond, using the Texas Lottery's
codes, to the Play Symbols on the Scratch Ticket;

8. The Scratch Ticket must not have a hole punched through it, be
mutilated, altered, unreadable, reconstituted or tampered with in any
manner;

9. The Scratch Ticket must not be counterfeit in whole or in part;

10. The Scratch Ticket must have been issued by the Texas Lottery in
an authorized manner;

11. The Scratch Ticket must not have been stolen, nor appear on any
list of omitted Scratch Tickets or non-activated Scratch Tickets on file
at the Texas Lottery;

12. The Play Symbols, Serial Number and Game-Pack-Ticket Number
must be right side up and not reversed in any manner;

13. The Scratch Ticket must be complete and not miscut, and have
exactly seventy-eight (78) Play Symbols under the Latex Overprint on
the front portion of the Scratch Ticket, exactly one Serial Number and
exactly one Game-Pack-Ticket Number on the Scratch Ticket;

14. The Serial Number of an apparent winning Scratch Ticket shall cor-
respond with the Texas Lottery's Serial Numbers for winning Scratch
Tickets, and a Scratch Ticket with that Serial Number shall not have
been paid previously;

15. The Scratch Ticket must not be blank or partially blank, misregis-
tered, defective or printed or produced in error;

16. Each of the seventy-eight (78) Play Symbols must be exactly one
of those described in Section 1.2.C of these Game Procedures;

17. Each of the seventy-eight (78) Play Symbols on the Scratch Ticket
must be printed in the Symbol font and must correspond precisely to the
artwork on file at the Texas Lottery; the Scratch Ticket Serial Numbers
must be printed in the Serial font and must correspond precisely to
the artwork on file at the Texas Lottery; and the Game-Pack-Ticket
Number must be printed in the Game-Pack-Ticket Number font and
must correspond precisely to the artwork on file at the Texas Lottery;

18. The Display Printing on the Scratch Ticket must be regular in every
respect and correspond precisely to the artwork on file at the Texas
Lottery; and

19. The Scratch Ticket must have been received by the Texas Lottery
by applicable deadlines.

B. The Scratch Ticket must pass all additional validation tests provided
for in these Game Procedures, the Texas Lottery's Rules governing the
award of prizes of the amount to be validated, and any confidential
validation and security tests of the Texas Lottery.

C. Any Scratch Ticket not passing all of the validation requirements is
void and ineligible for any prize and shall not be paid. However, the
Executive Director may, solely at the Executive Director's discretion,
refund the retail sales price of the Scratch Ticket. In the event a de-
fective Scratch Ticket is purchased, the only responsibility or liability
of the Texas Lottery shall be to replace the defective Scratch Ticket
with another unplayed Scratch Ticket in that Scratch Ticket Game (or
a Scratch Ticket of equivalent sales price from any other current Texas
Lottery Scratch Ticket Game) or refund the retail sales price of the
Scratch Ticket, solely at the Executive Director's discretion.

2.2 Programmed Game Parameters.

A. GENERAL: A Ticket can win up to fourteen (14) times in accor-
dance with the prize structure.

B. GENERAL: Consecutive Non-Winning Tickets within a Pack will
not have matching patterns, in the same order, of either Play Symbols
or Prize Symbols.

C. GENERAL: There will be no duplicate Play Symbols in the
CALLER'S CARD/CARTA DEL GRITON play area.

D. PLAYBOARD 1/TABLA DE JUEGO 1: At least eight (8) but no
more than twelve (12) CALLER'S CARD/CARTA DEL GRITON Play
Symbols will match a Play Symbol on the PLAYBOARD 1/TABLA
DE JUEGO 1 play area.
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E.PLAYBOARD 1/TABLA DE JUEGO 1: No identical Play Symbols
are allowed on the same PLAYBOARD 1/TABLA DE JUEGO 1 play

area.
2.3 Procedure for Claiming Prizes.

A. To claim a "MILLION DOLLAR LOTERIA" Scratch Ticket Game
prize of $20.00, $30.00, $40.00, $50.00, $100, $150, $200, $250 or
$500, a claimant shall sign the back of the Scratch Ticket in the space
designated on the Scratch Ticket and may present the winning Scratch
Ticket to any Texas Lottery Retailer. The Texas Lottery Retailer shall
verify the claim and, if valid, and upon presentation of proper identi-
fication, if appropriate, make payment of the amount due the claimant
and physically void the Scratch Ticket; provided that the Texas Lot-
tery Retailer may, but is not required, to pay a $30.00, $40.00, $50.00,
$100, $150, $200, $250 or $500 Scratch Ticket Game. In the event
the Texas Lottery Retailer cannot verify the claim, the Texas Lottery
Retailer shall provide the claimant with a claim form and instruct the
claimant on how to file a claim with the Texas Lottery. If the claim
is validated by the Texas Lottery, a check shall be forwarded to the
claimant in the amount due. In the event the claim is not validated, the
claim shall be denied and the claimant shall be notified promptly. A
claimant may also claim any of the above prizes under the procedure
described in Section 2.3.B and Section 2.3.C of these Game Procedures.

B. To claim a "MILLION DOLLAR LOTERIA" Scratch Ticket Game
prize of $1,000, $5,000, $20,000 or $1,000,000, the claimant must sign
the winning Scratch Ticket and may present it at one of the Texas Lot-
tery's Claim Centers. If the claim is validated by the Texas Lottery,
payment will be made to the bearer of the validated winning Scratch
Ticket for that prize upon presentation of proper identification. When
paying a prize of $600 or more, the Texas Lottery shall file the appropri-
ate income reporting form with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and
shall withhold federal income tax at a rate set by the IRS if required. In
the event that the claim is not validated by the Texas Lottery, the claim
shall be denied, and the claimant shall be notified promptly.

C. As an alternative method of claiming a "MILLION DOLLAR LO-
TERIA" Scratch Ticket Game prize the claimant may submit the signed
winning Scratch Ticket and a thoroughly completed claim form via
mail. If a prize value is $1,000,000 or more, the claimant must also
provide proof of Social Security number or Taxpayer Identification (for
U.S. Citizens or Resident Aliens). Mail all to: Texas Lottery, P.O. Box
16600, Austin, Texas 78761-6600. The Texas Lottery is not responsi-
ble for Scratch Tickets lost in the mail. In the event that the claim is
not validated by the Texas Lottery, the claim shall be denied, and the
claimant shall be notified promptly.

D. Prior to payment by the Texas Lottery of any prize, the Texas Lottery
shall deduct the amount of a delinquent tax or other money from the
winnings of a prize winner who has been finally determined to be:

1. delinquent in the payment of a tax or other money to a state agency
and that delinquency is reported to the Comptroller under Government
Code §403.055;

2. in default on a loan made under Chapter 52, Education Code;

3. in default on a loan guaranteed under Chapter 57, Education Code;
or

4. delinquent in child support payments in the amount determined by
a court or a Title IV-D agency under Chapter 231, Family Code.

E. If a person is indebted or owes delinquent taxes to the State, other
than those specified in the preceding paragraph, the winnings of a per-
son shall be withheld until the debt or taxes are paid.

2.4 Allowance for Delay of Payment. The Texas Lottery may delay
payment of the prize pending a final determination by the Executive
Director, under any of the following circumstances:

A. if a dispute occurs, or it appears likely that a dispute may occur,
regarding the prize;

B. if there is any question regarding the identity of the claimant;

C. if there is any question regarding the validity of the Scratch Ticket
presented for payment; or

D. if the claim is subject to any deduction from the payment otherwise
due, as described in Section 2.3.D of these Game Procedures. No lia-
bility for interest for any delay shall accrue to the benefit of the claimant
pending payment of the claim.

2.5 Payment of Prizes to Persons Under 18. If a person under the age
of 18 years is entitled to a cash prize under $600 from the "MILLION
DOLLAR LOTERIA" Scratch Ticket Game, the Texas Lottery shall
deliver to an adult member of the minor's family or the minor's guardian
a check or warrant in the amount of the prize payable to the order of
the minor.

2.6 If a person under the age of 18 years is entitled to a cash prize
of $600 or more from the "MILLION DOLLAR LOTERIA" Scratch
Ticket Game, the Texas Lottery shall deposit the amount of the prize in
a custodial bank account, with an adult member of the minor's family
or the minor's guardian serving as custodian for the minor.

2.7 Scratch Ticket Claim Period. All Scratch Ticket prizes must be
claimed within 180 days following the end of the Scratch Ticket Game
or within the applicable time period for certain eligible military person-
nel as set forth in Texas Government Code §466.408. Any rights to a
prize that is not claimed within that period, and in the manner specified
in these Game Procedures and on the back of each Scratch Ticket, shall
be forfeited.

2.8 Disclaimer. The number of prizes in a game is approximate based
on the number of Scratch Tickets ordered. The number of actual prizes
available in a game may vary based on number of Scratch Tickets man-
ufactured, testing, distribution, sales and number of prizes claimed. A
Scratch Ticket Game may continue to be sold even when all the top
prizes have been claimed.

3.0 Scratch Ticket Ownership.

A. Until such time as a signature is placed upon the back portion of a
Scratch Ticket in the space designated, a Scratch Ticket shall be owned
by the physical possessor of said Scratch Ticket. When a signature is
placed on the back of the Scratch Ticket in the space designated, the
player whose signature appears in that area shall be the owner of the
Scratch Ticket and shall be entitled to any prize attributable thereto.
Notwithstanding any name or names submitted on a claim form, the
Executive Director shall make payment to the player whose signature
appears on the back of the Scratch Ticket in the space designated. If
more than one name appears on the back of the Scratch Ticket, the
Executive Director will require that one of those players whose name
appears thereon be designated by such players to receive payment.

B. The Texas Lottery shall not be responsible for lost or stolen Scratch
Tickets and shall not be required to pay on a lost or stolen Scratch
Ticket.

4.0 Number and Value of Scratch Prizes. There will be approximately
25,200,000 Scratch Tickets in Scratch Ticket Game No. 2764. The
approximate number and value of prizes in the game are as follows:
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Figure 2: GAME NO. 2764 - 4.0

Prize Amount Approximate Number of | Approximate Odds are 1
Winners* in **
$20.00 3,024,000 8.33
$30.00 1,764,000 14.29
$40.00 504,000 50.00
$50.00 1,008,000 25.00
$100 902,160 27.93
$150 201,600 125.00
$200 181,440 138.89
$250 65,520 384.62
$500 11,760 2,142.86
$1,000 2,520 10,000.00
$5,000 336 75,000.00
$20,000 42 600,000.00
$1,000,000 10 2,520,000.00

*The number of prizes in a game is approximate based on the number of tickets ordered.
The number of actual prizes available in a game may vary based on humber of tickets
manufactured, testing, distribution, sales and number of prizes claimed.

**The overall odds of winning a prize are 1 in 3.29. The individual odds of winning for a
particular prize level may vary based on sales, distribution, testing, and number of prizes

claimed.

A. The actual number of Scratch Tickets in the game may be increased
or decreased at the sole discretion of the Texas Lottery.

5.0 End of the Scratch Ticket Game. The Executive Director may, at
any time, announce a closing date (end date) for the Scratch Ticket
Game No. 2764 without advance notice, at which point no further
Scratch Tickets in that game may be sold. The determination of the
closing date and reasons for closing will be made in accordance with the
Scratch Ticket closing procedures and the Scratch Ticket Game Rules.
See 16 TAC §140.302(j).

6.0 Governing Law. In purchasing a Scratch Ticket, the player agrees to
comply with, and abide by, these Game Procedures for Scratch Ticket
Game No. 2764, the State Lottery Act (Texas Government Code, Chap-
ter 466), applicable rules adopted by the Texas Lottery pursuant to the
State Lottery Act and referenced in 16 TAC, Chapter 140, and all final
decisions of the Executive Director.

TRD-202602784

Deanne Rienstra

General Counsel Lottery and Charitable Bingo
Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation
Filed: July 8, 2026

¢ ¢ ¢

Scratch Ticket Game Number 2777 "$100,000 CASH
PAYOUT"

1.0 Name and Style of Scratch Ticket Game.

A. The name of Scratch Ticket Game No. 2777 is "$100,000 CASH
PAYOUT". The play style is "key number match".

1.1 Price of Scratch Ticket Game.

A. The price for Scratch Ticket Game No. 2777 shall be $5.00 per
Scratch Ticket.

1.2 Definitions in Scratch Ticket Game No. 2777.
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A. Display Printing - That area of the Scratch Ticket outside of the area
where the overprint and Play Symbols appear.

B. Latex Overprint - The removable scratch-off covering over the Play
Symbols on the front of the Scratch Ticket.

C. Play Symbol - The printed data under the latex on the front of the
Scratch Ticket that is used to determine eligibility for a prize. Each
Play Symbol is printed in Symbol font in black ink in positive except
for dual-image games. The possible black Play Symbols are: 01, 03,
04, 06,07, 08,09, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25,

26, 27, 28,29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 2X SYMBOL,
5X SYMBOL, 10X SYMBOL, 20X SYMBOL, $5.00, $10.00, $20.00,
$25.00, $50.00, $100, $500, $1,000, $5,000 and $100,000.

D. Play Symbol Caption - The printed material appearing below each
Play Symbol which explains the Play Symbol. One caption appears
under each Play Symbol and is printed in caption font in black ink
in positive. The Play Symbol Caption which corresponds with and
verifies each Play Symbol is as follows:
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Figure 1: GAME NO. 2777 - 1.2D

PLAY SYMBOL CAPTION
01 ONE
03 THR
04 FOR
06 SIX
07 SVN
08 EGT
09 NIN
11 ELV
12 TLV
13 TRN
14 FTN
15 FFN
16 SXN
17 SVT
18 ETN
19 NTN
21 TWON
22 TWTO
23 TWTH
24 TWFR
25 TWFV
26 TWSX
27 TWSV
28 TWET
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29 TWNI
30 TRTY
31 TRON
32 TRTO
33 TRTH
34 TRFR
35 TRFV
36 TRSX
37 TRSV
38 TRET
39 TRNI
40 FRTY
2X SYMBOL DBL
5X SYMBOL WINXS
10X SYMBOL WINX10
20X SYMBOL WINX20
$5.00 FIV$
$10.00 TEN$
$20.00 TWY$
$25.00 TWFV$
$50.00 FFTY$
$100 ONHN
$500 FVHN
$1,000 ONTH
$5,000 FVTH
$100,000 100TH
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E. Serial Number - A unique thirteen (13) digit number appearing under
the latex scratch-off covering on the front of the Scratch Ticket. The
Serial Number is for validation purposes and cannot be used to play the
game. The format will be: 0000000000000.

F. Bar Code - A twenty-four (24) character interleaved two (2) of five
(5) Bar Code which will include a four (4) digit game ID, the seven
(7) digit Pack number, the three (3) digit Ticket number and the ten
(10) digit Validation Number. The Bar Code appears on the back of the
Scratch Ticket.

G. Game-Pack-Ticket Number - A fourteen (14) digit number consist-
ing of the four (4) digit game number (2777), a seven (7) digit Pack
number, and a three (3) digit Ticket number. Ticket numbers start
with 001 and end with 075 within each Pack. The format will be:
2777-0000001-001.

H. Pack - A Pack of the "$100,000 CASH PAYOUT" Scratch Ticket
Game contains 075 Tickets, packed in plastic shrink-wrapping and fan-
folded in pages of one (1). The Packs will alternate. One will show the
front of Ticket 001 and back of 075 while the other fold will show the
back of Ticket 001 and front of 075.

I. Non-Winning Scratch Ticket - A Scratch Ticket which is not pro-
grammed to be a winning Scratch Ticket or a Scratch Ticket that does
not meet all of the requirements of these Game Procedures, the State
Lottery Act (Texas Government Code, Chapter 466), and applicable
rules adopted by the Texas Lottery pursuant to the State Lottery Act
and referenced in 16 TAC, Chapter 140.

J. Scratch Ticket Game, Scratch Ticket or Ticket - Texas Lottery
"$100,000 CASH PAYOUT" Scratch Ticket Game No. 2777.

2.0 Determination of Prize Winners. The determination of prize win-
ners is subject to the general Scratch Ticket validation requirements set
forth in Texas Lottery Rule 140.302, Scratch Ticket Game Rules, these
Game Procedures, and the requirements set out on the back of each
Scratch Ticket. A prize winner in the "$100,000 CASH PAYOUT"
Scratch Ticket Game is determined once the latex on the Scratch Ticket
is scratched off to expose fifty-one (51) Play Symbols. BONUS PLAY
INSTRUCTIONS: If the player reveals 2 matching prize amounts in
the same BONUS play area, the player wins that amount. $100,000
CASH PAYOUT PLAY INSTRUCTIONS: Ifthe player matches any of
the YOUR NUMBERS Play Symbols to any of the WINNING NUM-
BERS Play Symbols, the player wins the prize for that number. If the
player reveals a "2X" Play Symbol, the player wins DOUBLE the prize
for that symbol. If the player reveals a "5X" Play Symbol, the player
wins 5 TIMES the prize for that symbol. If the player reveals a "10X"
Play Symbol, the player wins 10 TIMES the prize for that symbol. If
the player reveals a "20X" Play Symbol, the player wins 20 TIMES
the prize for that symbol. No portion of the Display Printing nor any
extraneous matter whatsoever shall be usable or playable as a part of
the Scratch Ticket.

2.1 Scratch Ticket Validation Requirements.

A. To be a valid Scratch Ticket, all of the following requirements must
be met:

1. Exactly fifty-one (51) Play Symbols must appear under the Latex
Overprint on the front portion of the Scratch Ticket;

2. Each of the Play Symbols must have a Play Symbol Caption under-
neath, unless specified, and each Play Symbol must agree with its Play
Symbol Caption;

3. Each of the Play Symbols must be present in its entirety and be fully
legible;

4. Each of the Play Symbols must be printed in black ink except for
dual image games;

5. The Scratch Ticket shall be intact;

6. The Serial Number and Game-Pack-Ticket Number must be present
in their entirety and be fully legible;

7. The Serial Number must correspond, using the Texas Lottery's
codes, to the Play Symbols on the Scratch Ticket;

8. The Scratch Ticket must not have a hole punched through it, be
mutilated, altered, unreadable, reconstituted or tampered with in any
manner;

9. The Scratch Ticket must not be counterfeit in whole or in part;

10. The Scratch Ticket must have been issued by the Texas Lottery in
an authorized manner;

11. The Scratch Ticket must not have been stolen, nor appear on any
list of omitted Scratch Tickets or non-activated Scratch Tickets on file
at the Texas Lottery;

12. The Play Symbols, Serial Number and Game-Pack-Ticket Number
must be right side up and not reversed in any manner;

13. The Scratch Ticket must be complete and not miscut, and have
exactly fifty-one (51) Play Symbols under the Latex Overprint on the
front portion of the Scratch Ticket, exactly one Serial Number and ex-
actly one Game-Pack-Ticket Number on the Scratch Ticket;

14. The Serial Number of an apparent winning Scratch Ticket shall cor-
respond with the Texas Lottery's Serial Numbers for winning Scratch
Tickets, and a Scratch Ticket with that Serial Number shall not have
been paid previously;

15. The Scratch Ticket must not be blank or partially blank, misregis-
tered, defective or printed or produced in error;

16. Each of the fifty-one (51) Play Symbols must be exactly one of
those described in Section 1.2.C of these Game Procedures;

17. Each of the fifty-one (51) Play Symbols on the Scratch Ticket must
be printed in the Symbol font and must correspond precisely to the
artwork on file at the Texas Lottery; the Scratch Ticket Serial Numbers
must be printed in the Serial font and must correspond precisely to
the artwork on file at the Texas Lottery; and the Game-Pack-Ticket
Number must be printed in the Game-Pack-Ticket Number font and
must correspond precisely to the artwork on file at the Texas Lottery;

18. The Display Printing on the Scratch Ticket must be regular in every
respect and correspond precisely to the artwork on file at the Texas
Lottery; and

19. The Scratch Ticket must have been received by the Texas Lottery
by applicable deadlines.

B. The Scratch Ticket must pass all additional validation tests provided
for in these Game Procedures, the Texas Lottery's Rules governing the
award of prizes of the amount to be validated, and any confidential
validation and security tests of the Texas Lottery.

C. Any Scratch Ticket not passing all of the validation requirements is
void and ineligible for any prize and shall not be paid. However, the
Executive Director of the Texas Lottery ("Executive Director") may,
solely at the Executive Director's discretion, refund the retail sales price
of the Scratch Ticket. In the event a defective Scratch Ticket is pur-
chased, the only responsibility or liability of the Texas Lottery shall be
to replace the defective Scratch Ticket with another unplayed Scratch
Ticket in that Scratch Ticket Game (or a Scratch Ticket of equivalent
sales price from any other current Texas Lottery Scratch Ticket Game)
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or refund the retail sales price of the Scratch Ticket, solely at the Ex-
ecutive Director's discretion.

2.2 Programmed Game Parameters.

A. GENERAL: The top Prize Symbol will appear on every Ticket, un-
less restricted by other parameters, play action or prize structure.

B. GENERAL: Consecutive Non-Winning Tickets within a Pack will
not have matching patterns, in the same order, of either Play Symbols
or Prize Symbols.

C. BONUS: A non-winning Prize Symbol in a BONUS play area will
never match a winning Prize Symbol in another BONUS play area.

D. BONUS: A Ticket will not have matching non-winning Prize Sym-
bols across the three (3) BONUS play areas.

E. $100,000 CASH PAYOUT - Key Number Match: No prize amount
in a non-winning spot will correspond with the YOUR NUMBERS
Play Symbol (i.e., 05 and $5).

F. $100,000 CASH PAYOUT - Key Number Match: There will be no
matching non-winning YOUR NUMBERS Play Symbols on a Ticket.

G. $100,000 CASH PAYOUT - Key Number Match: There will be no
matching WINNING NUMBERS Play Symbols on a Ticket.

H. $100,000 CASH PAYOUT - Key Number Match: A non-winning
Prize Symbol will never match a winning Prize Symbol.

I. $100,000 CASH PAYOUT - Key Number Match: A Ticket may have
up to three (3) matching non-winning Prize Symbols, unless restricted
by other parameters, play action or prize structure.

J. $100,000 CASH PAYOUT - Key Number Match: The "2X" (DBL)
Play Symbol will only appear on winning Tickets, as dictated by the
prize structure.

K. $100,000 CASH PAYOUT - Key Number Match: The "5X"
(WINXS) Play Symbol will only appear on winning Tickets, as
dictated by the prize structure.

L. $100,000 CASH PAYOUT - Key Number Match: The "10X"
(WINX10) Play Symbol will only appear on winning Tickets, as
dictated by the prize structure.

M. $100,000 CASH PAYOUT - Key Number Match: The "20X"
(WINX20) Play Symbol will only appear on winning Tickets, as
dictated by the prize structure.

2.3 Procedure for Claiming Prizes.

A. To claim a "$100,000 CASH PAYOUT" Scratch Ticket Game prize
of $5.00, $10.00, $20.00, $25.00, $50.00, $100 or $500, a claimant
shall sign the back of the Scratch Ticket in the space designated on the
Scratch Ticket and may present the winning Scratch Ticket to any Texas
Lottery Retailer. The Texas Lottery Retailer shall verify the claim and,
if valid, and upon presentation of proper identification, if appropriate,
make payment of the amount due the claimant and physically void the
Scratch Ticket; provided that the Texas Lottery Retailer may, but is not
required, to pay a $25.00, $50.00, $100 or $500 Scratch Ticket Game.
In the event the Texas Lottery Retailer cannot verify the claim, the
Texas Lottery Retailer shall provide the claimant with a claim form and
instruct the claimant on how to file a claim with the Texas Lottery. If the
claim is validated by the Texas Lottery, a check shall be forwarded to
the claimant in the amount due. In the event the claim is not validated,
the claim shall be denied, and the claimant shall be notified promptly.
A claimant may also claim any of the above prizes under the procedure
described in Section 2.3.B and Section 2.3.C of these Game Procedures.

B. To claim a "$100,000 CASH PAYOUT" Scratch Ticket Game prize
of $1,000, $5,000 or $100,000, the claimant must sign the winning

Scratch Ticket and may present it at one of the Texas Lottery's Claim
Centers. If the claim is validated by the Texas Lottery, payment will
be made to the bearer of the validated winning Scratch Ticket for that
prize upon presentation of proper identification. When paying a prize
of $600 or more, the Texas Lottery shall file the appropriate income
reporting form with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and shall with-
hold federal income tax at a rate set by the IRS if required. In the event
that the claim is not validated by the Texas Lottery, the claim shall be
denied, and the claimant shall be notified promptly.

C. As an alternative method of claiming a "$100,000 CASH PAYOUT"
Scratch Ticket Game prize, the claimant may submit the signed win-
ning Scratch Ticket and a thoroughly completed claim form via mail.
If a prize value is $1,000,000 or more, the claimant must also provide
proof of Social Security number or Taxpayer Identification (for U.S.
Citizens or Resident Aliens). Mail all to: Texas Lottery, P.O. Box
16600, Austin, Texas 78761-6600. The Texas Lottery is not respon-
sible for Scratch Tickets lost in the mail. In the event that the claim is
not validated by the Texas Lottery, the claim shall be denied, and the
claimant shall be notified promptly.

D. Prior to payment by the Texas Lottery of any prize, the Texas Lottery
shall deduct the amount of a delinquent tax or other money from the
winnings of a prize winner who has been finally determined to be:

1. delinquent in the payment of a tax or other money to a state agency
and that delinquency is reported to the Comptroller under Government
Code §403.055;

2. in default on a loan made under Chapter 52, Education Code;

3. in default on a loan guaranteed under Chapter 57, Education Code;
or

4. delinquent in child support payments in the amount determined by
a court or a Title IV-D agency under Chapter 231, Family Code.

E. If a person is indebted or owes delinquent taxes to the State, other
than those specified in the preceding paragraph, the winnings of a per-
son shall be withheld until the debt or taxes are paid.

2.4 Allowance for Delay of Payment. The Texas Lottery may delay
payment of the prize pending a final determination by the Executive
Director, under any of the following circumstances:

A. if a dispute occurs, or it appears likely that a dispute may occur,
regarding the prize;

B. if there is any question regarding the identity of the claimant;

C. if there is any question regarding the validity of the Scratch Ticket
presented for payment; or

D. if the claim is subject to any deduction from the payment otherwise
due, as described in Section 2.3.D of these Game Procedures. No lia-
bility for interest for any delay shall accrue to the benefit of the claimant
pending payment of the claim.

2.5 Payment of Prizes to Persons Under 18. If a person under the age
of 18 years is entitled to a cash prize under $600 from the "$100,000
CASH PAYOUT" Scratch Ticket Game, the Texas Lottery shall deliver
to an adult member of the minor's family or the minor's guardian a
check or warrant in the amount of the prize payable to the order of the
minor.

2.6 If a person under the age of 18 years is entitled to a cash prize
of $600 or more from the "$100,000 CASH PAYOUT" Scratch Ticket
Game, the Texas Lottery shall deposit the amount of the prize in a cus-
todial bank account, with an adult member of the minor's family or the
minor's guardian serving as custodian for the minor.
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2.7 Scratch Ticket Claim Period. All Scratch Ticket prizes must be
claimed within 180 days following the end of the Scratch Ticket Game
or within the applicable time period for certain eligible military person-
nel as set forth in Texas Government Code §466.408. Any rights to a
prize that is not claimed within that period, and in the manner specified
in these Game Procedures and on the back of each Scratch Ticket, shall
be forfeited.

2.8 Disclaimer. The number of prizes in a game is approximate based
on the number of Scratch Tickets ordered. The number of actual prizes
available in a game may vary based on number of Scratch Tickets man-
ufactured, testing, distribution, sales and number of prizes claimed. A
Scratch Ticket Game may continue to be sold even when all the top
prizes have been claimed.

3.0 Scratch Ticket Ownership.

A. Until such time as a signature is placed upon the back portion of a
Scratch Ticket in the space designated, a Scratch Ticket shall be owned
by the physical possessor of said Scratch Ticket. When a signature is

Figure 2: GAME NO. 2777 - 4.0

placed on the back of the Scratch Ticket in the space designated, the
player whose signature appears in that area shall be the owner of the
Scratch Ticket and shall be entitled to any prize attributable thereto.
Notwithstanding any name or names submitted on a claim form, the
Executive Director shall make payment to the player whose signature
appears on the back of the Scratch Ticket in the space designated. If
more than one name appears on the back of the Scratch Ticket, the
Executive Director will require that one of those players whose name
appears thereon be designated by such players to receive payment.

B. The Texas Lottery shall not be responsible for lost or stolen Scratch
Tickets and shall not be required to pay on a lost or stolen Scratch
Ticket.

4.0 Number and Value of Scratch Prizes. There will be approximately
5,040,000 Scratch Tickets in Scratch Ticket Game No. 2777. The ap-
proximate number and value of prizes in the game are as follows:

Prize Amount Approximate Number of | Approximate Odds are 1 in
Winners* **

$5.00 520,800 9.68
$10.00 386,400 13.04
$20.00 67,200 75.00
$25.00 100,800 50.00
$50.00 67,200 75.00
$100 17,640 285.71
$500 1,848 2,727.27
$1,000 336 15,000.00
$5,000 10 504,000.00
$100,000 4 1,260,000.00

*The number of prizes in a game is approximate based on the number of tickets ordered.
The number of actual prizes available in a game may vary based on humber of tickets
manufactured, testing, distribution, sales and number of prizes claimed.

**The overall odds of winning a prize are 1 in 4.34.

The individual odds of winning for a

particular prize level may vary based on sales, distribution, testing, and number of prizes

claimed.

A. The actual number of Scratch Tickets in the game may be increased
or decreased at the sole discretion of the Texas Lottery.

5.0 End of the Scratch Ticket Game. The Executive Director may, at
any time, announce a closing date (end date) for the Scratch Ticket
Game No. 2777 without advance notice, at which point no further
Scratch Tickets in that game may be sold. The determination of the

closing date and reasons for closing will be made in accordance with the
Scratch Ticket closing procedures and the Scratch Ticket Game Rules.
See 16 TAC §140.302()).

6.0 Governing Law. In purchasing a Scratch Ticket, the player agrees to
comply with, and abide by, these Game Procedures for Scratch Ticket
Game No. 2777, the State Lottery Act (Texas Government Code, Chap-
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ter 466), applicable rules adopted by the Texas Lottery pursuant to the
State Lottery Act and referenced in 16 TAC, Chapter 140, and all final
decisions of the Executive Director.

TRD-202602758

Deanne Rienstra

General Counsel Lottery and Charitable Bingo

Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation

Filed: July 6, 2026

¢ ¢ ¢
Texas Board of Nursing

Request for Qualifications for Advanced Practice Registered
Nurse Consulting Services

The Texas Board of Nursing (TBON) issues a Request for Qualifi-
cations (RFQ) from qualified Advanced Practice Registered Nurses
(APRNS) to provide consulting services related to APRN licensure.
The selected consultant will assist the Board in revieing APRN licen-
sure applications, advising on complex licensure matters, and provid-
ing recommendations regarding APRN licensing requirements.

The Board is seeking an experienced APRN to assist with the increased
volume of licensure applications and support the timely review and
processing of complex APRN licensing matters.

A copy of the RFQ is available at www.bon.texas.gov. This solicitation
was posted to the Electronic State Business Daily (ESBD) on Friday,
July 3, 2026, and is available at http://www.txsmartbuy.com/esbd.

Responses must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. Central Standard
Time, August 7, 2026, in accordance with the instructions contained in
the RFQ. Questions can be directed to:

Kristin Giaquinta Schoen

Assistant General Counsel

Texas Board of Nursing

1801 Congress Ave., Suite #10-200
Austin, Texas 78701

Email: kristin.schoen@bon.texas.gov

TRD-202602720

Kristin Schoen

Assistant General Counsel
Texas Board of Nursing
Filed: July 3, 2026

¢ ¢ ¢
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
Notice of Proposed Real Estate Transactions
Request for Drainage Easement - Hays County
Approximately 1.2 Acres at the A.E. Wood Fish Hatchery

In a meeting on August 20, 2026, the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Commission (the Commission) will consider approving a request for
a drainage easement of approximately 1.2 acres at the A.E. Wood
Fish Hatchery. The public will have an opportunity to comment
on the proposed transaction before the Commission takes action.
The meeting will start at 9:00 a.m. at the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department Headquarters, 4200 Smith School Road, Austin, Texas
78744. Prior to the meeting, public comment may be submitted to
Jacob Aston, Executive Office, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department,

4200 Smith School Road, Austin, Texas 78744, or by email to real.es-
tate.comment@tpwd.texas.gov, or via the department's website at
www.tpwd.texas.gov. Visit the TPWD website at tpwd.texas.gov for
the latest information regarding the Commission.

Land Acquisition - Henderson County
Approximately 650 Acres

In a meeting on August 20, 2026, the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Commission (the Commission) will consider approving an acquisition
of land of approximately 650 acres in Henderson County. The public
will have an opportunity to comment on the proposed transaction
before the Commission takes action. The meeting will start at 9:00
a.m. at the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Headquarters, 4200
Smith School Road, Austin, Texas 78744. Prior to the meeting, public
comment may be submitted to Stan David, Executive Office, Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department, 4200 Smith School Road, Austin,
Texas 78744, or by email to real.estate.comment@tpwd.texas.gov, or
via the department's website at www.tpwd.texas.gov. Visit the TPWD
website at tpwd.texas.gov for the latest information regarding the
Commission.

TRD-202602775

James Murphy

General Counsel

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
Filed: July 7, 2026

¢ ¢ ¢
Permian Basin Metropolitan Planning Organiza-
tion
Notice to Professional Consultants Request for Qualifications
(RFQ)

The Permian Basin Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the
Midland-Odessa metropolitan area, is seeking proposals from qualified
individuals or firms for consultant services to assist with an ADA Ac-
cessibility Plan.

To view the full RFQ document, visit our website at www.permianbas-
inmpo.com.

RFQ Start Date on or before July 13, 2026
RFQ End Date July 30, 2026
Question and Answer End Date July 23, 2026

For more information, email info@permianbasinmpo.com or call (432)
617-0129.

TRD-202602777

Cameron Walker

Executive Director

Permian Basin Metropolitan Planning Organization

Filed: July 7, 2026

¢ ¢ ¢
Public Utility Commission of Texas

Notice of Application of Peoples Telephone Cooperative, Inc.
to Amend a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity

Notice is given to the public of an application filed with the Public
Utility Commission of Texas (commission) on May 27, 2026, to amend
its certificate of convenience and necessity (CCN) number 40067 for a
minor service area boundary change in Wood County.

IN ADDITION July 17, 2026 51 TexReg 4737
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Docket Title and Number: Peoples Telephone Cooperative, Inc. to
Amend Its Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for a Minor Ser-
vice Area Boundary Change in Wood County, Docket Number 59809.

The Application: Peoples Telephone Cooperative, Inc. filed an ap-
plication to amend its certificate of convenience and necessity (CCN)
number 40067 for a minor service area boundary change in Wood
County.

Persons who wish to comment on this application should notify the
Public Utility Commission. Requests for further information should
be mailed to the Public Utility Commission of Texas, P.O. Box 13326,
Austin, Texas 78711-3326, or you may call the PUCT Consumer Pro-
tection Division at (512) 936-7120 or (888) 782-8477. Hearing- and
speech-impaired individuals may contact the commission through Re-
lay Texas at (800) 735-2989. All comments should reference Docket
Number 59809.

TRD-202602770

Andrea Gonzalez

Rules Coordinator

Public Utility Commission of Texas
Filed: July 6, 2026

¢ ¢ ¢

Notice of Proceeding for 2026 Annual Compliance Affidavit
Attesting to the Proper Use of Texas Universal Service Fund

Notice is given to the public of the 2026 compliance proceeding initi-
ated by the Public Utility Commission of Texas (commission) for eli-
gible telecommunications providers (ETP) and resale eligible telecom-
munications providers (RETP) to attest to the proper use of Texas uni-
versal service funds (TUSF).

Project Title and Number: Annual Compliance Affidavit Attesting
to Proper Use of Texas Universal Service Fund Pursuant to PURA
§56.030. Project Number 32567.

The commission initiated this proceeding under Public Utility Regu-
latory Act (PURA) §56.030 and 16 Texas Administrative Code (TAC)
§26.417 and §26.419. PURA §56.030 requires that on or before
September 1 of each year, a telecommunications provider that receives
disbursements from the TUSF file with the commission an affidavit
certifying that the telecommunications provider complies with the
requirements for receiving money from the TUSF and requirements
regarding the use of money from the universal service fund program
for which the telecommunications provider receives disbursements.

This certification requirement applies to every ETP and RETP receiv-
ing support from the TUSF. In accordance with PURA §56.030 and 16
TAC §26.417 and §26.419, each ETP and RETP receiving TUSF sup-
port must file with the commission a sworn affidavit (using the com-
mission prescribed form) certifying that the provider complies with the
requirements for receiving money from the TUSF and the requirements
regarding the use of money from each TUSF program for which the
provider receives funds. All carriers in Texas requesting certification
by the commission must submit an affidavit by September 1, 2026.

Carriers designated as ETPs and RETPs may contact the commission
by mail at P.O. Box 13326, Austin, Texas 78711-3326, or by phone at
(512) 936-7120 or toll-free at (888) 782-8477. Hearing and speech-im-
paired individuals with text telephone (TTY) may contact the com-
mission through Relay Texas by dialing 7-1-1. Persons contacting the

commission regarding this proceeding should refer to Project Number
32567.

TRD-202602739

Andrea Gonzalez

Rules Coordinator

Public Utility Commission of Texas
Filed: July 6, 2026

¢ ¢ ¢

Notice of Proceeding for 2026 Annual State Certification
for Designation of Common Carriers as Eligible
Telecommunications Carriers to Receive Federal Universal
Service Funds

Notice is given to the public of the 2026 certification proceeding initi-
ated by the Public Utility Commission of Texas (commission) for state
certification of common carriers as eligible telecommunications carri-
ers to receive federal universal service funds.

Project Title and Number: Designation of Common Carriers as Eligi-
ble Telecommunications Carriers to Receive Federal Universal Service
Funds. Project Number 24481.

Under 47 Code of Federal Regulations §54.314, the commission annu-
ally certifies that all federal high-cost support provided to carriers in
Texas was used in the preceding calendar year and will be used in the
coming calendar year only for the provision, maintenance, and upgrad-
ing of facilities and services for which the support is intended. The
commission must file the certification with the Federal Communica-
tions Commission and the Universal Service Administrative Company
by October 1 each year in order for ETCs to receive federal high-cost
support. Without certification, carriers will not receive federal high-
cost support.

The certification requirement applies to all incumbent local exchange
carriers and competitive eligible telecommunications carriers seeking
federal high-cost support. Under 16 Texas Administrative Code
§26.418(k), each carrier must provide the commission with a sworn
affidavit certifying that the carrier complies with federal requirements
for receiving federal high-cost support. All carriers in Texas requesting
certification by the commission must submit an affidavit by September
1, 2026.

Carriers seeking to be certified may contact the commission by mail
at P.O. Box 13326, Austin, Texas 78711-3326, or by phone at (512)
936-7120 or toll-free at (888) 782-8477. Hearing and speech-impaired
individuals with text telephone (TTY) may contact the commission
through Relay Texas by dialing 7-1-1. Persons contacting the commis-
sion regarding this proceeding should refer to Project Number 24481.
TRD-202602738

Andrea Gonzalez

Rules Coordinator

Public Utility Commission of Texas

Filed: July 6, 2026
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Supreme Court of Texas
Order Adopting Comment to Texas Rule of Evidence 404
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Supreme Court of Wexag

Misc. Docket No. 26-9058

Order Adopting Comment to Texas Rule of Evidence 404

ORDERED that:

1. The Court adopts the following comment to Texas Rule of Evidence 404,
effective immediately.

2. The Clerk is directed to:
a. file a copy of this order with the Secretary of State;

b. send a copy of this order to the Governor, the Lieutenant Governor, and
each elected member of the Legislature; and

c. cause a copy of this order to be mailed to each registered member of the
State Bar of Texas by publication in the Texas Bar Journal.

d. submit a copy of this order for publication in the Texas Register.

Dated: July 2, 2026.

IN ADDITION July 17, 2026 51 TexReg 4739
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TEXAS RULES OF EVIDENCE

Rule 404. Character Evidence; Crimes or Other Acts.

*k%

2026 Comment: In certain cases, different procedures may be required by statute.
See, e.g.. TEX. CODE CRIM. P. art. 38.37.

Misc. Docket No. 26-9058 Page 3
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TRD-202602717

Blake Hawthorne

Clerk of the Court
Supreme Court of Texas
Filed: July 2, 2026

¢ ¢ ¢
Texas Department of Transportation

Notice of Virtual Public Hearing with In-person Option:
Proposed Regional Mobility Authority

Reeves County, Texas

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will conduct a
public hearing to receive comments on the proposed formation of the
Reeves County Regional Mobility Authority (RMA).

Pursuant to Title 43, Texas Administrative Code, §26.12, the depart-
ment will hold a public hearing on the date, time and location indicated
above to receive public comments and assess the level of public sup-
port concerning the proposed Reeves County RMA.

Public Hearing Details
Virtual
Wednesday, July 29, 2026 at 5:00 p.m.

Available for viewing through 11:59 p.m. on Thursday, August 13,
2026

Visit txdot.gov, keyword search: Reeves County RMA
In-person

Wednesday, July 29, 2026, 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Reeves County Civic Center

1500 S. Cedar St.

Pecos, Texas 79772

The virtual hearing will consist of a pre-recorded presentation and will
include both audio and visual components. The presentation will be
posted online by 5 p.m. on the date and time indicated above by visiting
www.txdot.gov, keyword search: Reeves County RMA.

TxDOT is also providing an in-person option on the date and time listed
above for individuals who would like to participate in person instead
of online. The in-person option will be held in an open house format.
The same presentation available in the virtual public hearing will be
playing on a screen for in-person attendees to view. Attendees may
also review hard copies of public hearing materials, ask questions, and
leave written comments.

For both the virtual public hearing and in-person option, members of
the public may call (432) 251-0066 to provide verbal testimony begin-
ning at 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 29, 2026 through 11:59 p.m. on
Thursday, August 13, 2026. Formal written comments may also be pro-
vided by mail to TxDOT, Attn: Reeves County RMA, 3901 E. Highway
80, Odessa, Texas 79761 or by email to gabriel.ramirez@txdot.gov.
Please include "Reeves County RMA" in the subject line. All com-
ments must be received on or before Thursday, August 13, 2026, to
be included as part of the official record.

Reeves County filed a petition requesting authorization from the Texas
Transportation Commission to form the Reeves County RMA. As pro-
posed, the Reeves County RMA would encompass the boundaries of
Reeves County and would be governed by a board of directors con-
sisting of five members. Two of the five board members would be ap-
pointed by the Reeves County Commissioners Court, one of the five

board members would be appointed by the Pecos City Council, and
one of the five board members would be appointed by the Pecos Eco-
nomic Development Corporation. The fifth member, the presiding of-
ficer, would be appointed by the Governor of Texas.

As proposed, the Reeves County RMA would support TxDOT projects
designed to improve safety and mobility along US 285 from just north
of Pecos, Texas to just south of the New Mexico state line. The projects
would include widening US 285 from a two-lane highway to four-lane
divided highway. The projects also include reconstructing the existing
at-grade intersections at RM 652 and at SH 302 to grade-separated in-
terchanges.

The Reeves County RMA would also support the proposed TxDOT
project to construct a relief route around the east side of Pecos from
US 285 north of Pecos to US 285 south of Pecos. The relief route
would improve long-term mobility and connectivity as well as safety on
US 285 for local and through traffic. The proposed relief route would
generally consist of a new four-lane divided highway, including two
main lanes and a one-way frontage road in each direction, separated by
a grassy median, for a length of approximately 10 miles. The project
would also include shared-use paths and new interchanges at major
intersections.

The Reeves County RMA would also consider truck parking as a funda-
mental need for freight and logistics operations and, therefore, support
development of Pecos Freight Village (PFV). Pecos Freight Village has
been designed to enhance road safety, bolster economic competitive-
ness, and improve supply chain efficiency in the west Texas region.
Providing a range of parking options and amenities tailored to the spe-
cific needs of truck drivers would address these concerns. Positioned
strategically within a major transportation corridor at the intersection
of US 285 and 1-20, Pecos Freight Village would facilitate the efficient
movement of goods. It would also play a pivotal role in increasing
safety for the dense vehicle traffic associated with the nearby oil and
gas industry.

The project materials are written in English. If you need an interpreter
or document translator because English is not your primary language
or you have difficulty communicating effectively in English, one will
be provided to you. If you have a disability and need assistance, spe-
cial arrangements can be made to accommodate most needs. If you
need interpretation or translation services or you are a person with a
disability who requires an accommodation to review the project mate-
rials or submit information, please contact the Odessa District's public
information officer at (432) 498-4746 no later than 4:00 p.m. CT, at
least three business days before the date on which you would like to
review the project materials or submit information. Please be aware
that advance notice is required as some services and accommodations
may require time for TxDOT to arrange.

If you have general questions regarding the proposed Reeves County
RMA, please contact Gabriel Ramirez, P.E., director of transportation
planning and development, at (432) 498-4645 or gabriel.ramirez@tx-
dot.gov.

TRD-202602776

Becky Blewett

Deputy General Counsel

Texas Department of Transportation

Filed: July 7, 2026

¢ ¢ ¢
Workforce Solutions Deep East Texas

Request for Proposals #26-439.1 For Independent Auditing
Services
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The purpose of this Request for Proposals (RFP) is for Workforce So-
lutions Deep East Texas to solicit proposals from qualified and eligible
entities for independent auditing services.

Anyone interested in submitting a proposal shall obtain a copy of the
RFP at https://detwork.org/about-us/doing-business or request a copy
of the RFP by emailing procurement@detwork.org.

Release Date: July 7, 2026
Deadline for Submission of Questions: July 13, 2026, 4:00 p.m. (CST)
Proposal Due Date and Time: July 28, 2026, 4:00 p.m. (CST)

Projected Notice of Award Date: August 12, 2026

Proposals must be submitted via email to procurement@detwork.org.
TRD-202602778

Dr. Ty Cauthen

Executive Director

Workforce Solutions Deep East Texas

Filed: July 7, 2026

¢ ¢ ¢
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Statewide agencies and regional agencies that extend into four or more counties post

meeting notices with the Secretary of State.

Meeting agendas are available on the Texas Register's Internet site:
https://www.s0s.texas.gov/open/index.shtml

Members of the public also may view these notices during regular office hours from a
computer terminal in the lobby of the James Earl Rudder Building, 1019 Brazos (corner
of 11th Street and Brazos) Austin, Texas. To request a copy by telephone, please call
512-463-5561. Or request a copy by email: register@sos.texas.gov

For items not available here, contact the agency directly. Items not found here:

e minutes of meetings

e agendas for local government bodies and regional agencies that extend into fewer
than four counties

e legislative meetings not subject to the open meetings law

The Office of the Attorney General offers information about the open meetings law,
including Frequently Asked Questions, the Open Meetings Act Handbook, and Open
Meetings Opinions.

http://texasattorneygeneral.gov/og/open-government

The Attorney General's Open Government Hotline is 512-478-OPEN (478-6736) or toll-
free at (877) OPEN TEX (673-6839).

Additional information about state government may be found here:
http://www.texas.gov

Meeting Accessibility. Under the Americans with Disabilities Act, an individual with a
disability must have equal opportunity for effective communication and participation in
public meetings. Upon request, agencies must provide auxiliary aids and services, such as
interpreters for the deaf and hearing impaired, readers, large print or Braille documents.
In determining type of auxiliary aid or service, agencies must give primary consideration
to the individual's request. Those requesting auxiliary aids or services should notify the
contact person listed on the meeting notice several days before the meeting by mail,
telephone, or RELAY Texas. TTY: 7-1-1.
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How to Use the Texas Register

Information Available: The sections of the Texas Register
represent various facets of state government. Documents contained
within them include:

Governor -
proclamations.

Attorney General - summaries of requests for opinions,
opinions, and open records decisions.

Texas Ethics Commission - summaries of requests for
opinions and opinions.

Emergency Rules - sections adopted by state agencies on an
emergency basis.

Proposed Rules - sections proposed for adoption.

Withdrawn Rules - sections withdrawn by state agencies
from consideration for adoption, or automatically withdrawn by
the Texas Register six months after the proposal publication date.

Adopted Rules - sections adopted following public comment
period.

Texas Department of Insurance Exempt Filings - notices of
actions taken by the Texas Department of Insurance pursuant to
Chapter 5, Subchapter L of the Insurance Code.

Review of Agency Rules - notices of state agency rules
review.

Tables and Graphics - graphic material from the proposed,
emergency and adopted sections.

Transferred Rules - notice that the Legislature has
transferred rules within the Texas Administrative Code from one
state agency to another, or directed the Secretary of State to
remove the rules of an abolished agency.

In Addition - miscellaneous information required to be
published by statute or provided as a public service.

Specific explanation on the contents of each section can be
found on the beginning page of the section. The division also
publishes cumulative quarterly and annual indexes to aid in
researching material published.

Appointments, executive orders, and

How to Cite: Material published in the Texas Register is
referenced by citing the volume in which the document appears,
the words “TexReg” and the beginning page number on which that
document was published. For example, a document published on
page 2402 of Volume 51 (2026) is cited as follows: 51 TexReg
2402.

In order that readers may cite material more easily, page numbers
are now written as citations. Example: on page 2 in the
lower-left hand corner of the page, would be written “51
TexReg 2 issue date,” while on the opposite page, page 3,
in the lower right-hand corner, would be written “issue date 51
TexReg 3.”

How to Research: The public is invited to research rules and
information of interest between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. weekdays at
the Texas Register office, James Earl Rudder Building, 1019
Brazos, Austin. Material can be found using Texas Register
indexes, the Texas Administrative Code section numbers, or TRD
number.

Both the Texas Register and the Texas Administrative Code are
available online at: https://www.sos.texas.gov. The Texas
Register is available in an .html version as well as a .pdf
version through the internet. For website information, call the
Texas Register at (512) 463-5561.

Texas Administrative Code
The Texas Administrative Code (TAC) is the compilation of
all final state agency rules published in the Texas Register.
Following its effective date, a rule is entered into the Texas
Administrative Code. Emergency rules, which may be adopted by
an agency on an interim basis, are not codified within the TAC.

The TAC volumes are arranged into Titles and Parts (using
Arabic numerals). The Titles are broad subject categories into
which the agencies are grouped as a matter of convenience. Each
Part represents an individual state agency.

The complete TAC is available through the Secretary of
State’s website at http://www.sos.state.tx.us/tac.

The Titles of the TAC, and their respective Title numbers are:

1. Administration

4. Agriculture

7. Banking and Securities

10. Community Development

13. Cultural Resources

16. Economic Regulation

19. Education

22. Examining Boards

25. Health Services

28. Insurance

30. Environmental Quality

31. Natural Resources and Conservation
34. Public Finance

37. Public Safety and Corrections
40. Social Services and Assistance
43. Transportation

How to Cite: Under the TAC scheme, each section is
designated by a TAC number. For example in the citation 1
TAC 891.1: 1 indicates the title under which the agency
appears in the Texas Administrative Code; TAC stands for the
Texas Administrative Code; 891.1 is the section number of the
rule (91 indicates that the section is under Chapter 91 of
Title 1; 1 represents the individual section within the chapter).

How to Update: To find out if a rule has changed since
the publication of the current supplement to the Texas
Administrative Code, please look at the Index of Rules.

The Index of Rules is published cumulatively in the blue-
cover quarterly indexes to the Texas Register.

If a rule has changed during the time period covered by the
table, the rule’s TAC number will be printed with the Texas
Register page number and a notation indicating the type
of filing (emergency, proposed, withdrawn, or adopted) as
shown in the following example.

TITLE 1. ADMINISTRATION

Part 4. Office of the Secretary of State

Chapter 91. Texas Register

LTTAC 8L L e 950 (P)
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SALES AND CUSTOMER SUPPORT

Sales - To purchase subscriptions or back issues, you may contact LexisNexis Sales at
1-800-223-1940 from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., Central Time, Monday through Friday. Subscription
cost is $1159 annually for first-class mail delivery and $783 annually for second-
class mail delivery.

Customer Support - For questions concerning your subscription or account information,
you may contact LexisNexis Matthew Bender Customer Support from 7 am. to 7 p.m.,
Central Time, Monday through Friday.

Phone: (800) 833-9844

Fax: (518) 487-3584

E-mail: customer.support@]lexisnexis.com
Website: www.lexisnexis.com/printcdsc
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