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Eligibility Requirements 
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To be eligible to register to vote in Texas, a person must: 
• Be a United States citizen; 
• Be at least 17 years and 10 months old on the date the application is submitted, and be 18 

years old on Election Day; 
• Be a resident of the county where the person is submitting the application; 
• Not have been finally convicted of a felony. 

• If a person has a felony conviction, they can regain their right to vote when the person’s 
sentence is fully discharged, including any term of incarceration, parole or supervision or 
completed a period of probation, or if the person has been pardoned or released from the 
resulting disability to vote. 

• Not have been determined by a final judgment of a court exercising probate jurisdiction to be: 
• Totally mentally incapacitated; or 
• Partially mentally incapacitated without the right to vote. 

Tex. Elec. Code § 13.001 
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Paper applications available from county voter registrars, libraries, other 
governmental agencies, or completed and printed from 

Via Department of Public Safety when applying for a drivers license 

Via Federal Post Card Applications for overseas and military voters 

National Mail Voter Registration Form 

Updates can be made at Texas.gov or via 

Where to Obtain VR Applications 
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https://Texas.gov
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Designated Voter Registrars 
County Officials 

• Tax Assessor-Collector 
• County Clerk 
• Election Administrator 

Volunteer Deputy Registrars 

High School Deputy Registrars 

State Agencies 

5 
Tex. Elec. Code §§ 12.001, 12.031, 13.031, 13.046, 20.001, 31.031 
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Personal Delivery to Voter Registrar 

• Submission Date: Delivery date to voter registrar 

By Mail 

• Submission Date: Postmark date, or applicant’s written date, or date received 

By Fax: Original application must be received within four business days 

• Submission Date: Date fax was received IF original received by fourth business day 
• If original is not received, use the received date of the original application 

Email: Not a valid form of submission 
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Delivery and Submission Dates of 
Applications to County Officials 

6 
Tex. Elec. Code § 13.143 
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Delivery and Submission Dates of 
Applications to Other Officials 

State Agencies 

• Date the application was submitted to the agency employee 

High School Deputy Registrar 

• Date the application was submitted to the High School Deputy Registrar 

Volunteer Deputy Registrar 

• Date the application was submitted to the VDR 
7 
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Effective Date of Registration 

The registration becomes effective on the 30th day after the date the application 
is submitted to the voter registrar, or on the date the applicant becomes 18, 
whichever is later. 

• A registration is effective for early voting if it will be effective on election day 
• Voter registrations do not expire and are effective until cancelled 

• The voter registration deadline for the November 3, 2026 election is 
Monday, October 5, 2026 
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Tex. Elec. Code § 13.143 
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Other VR Forms Used to Register or Update 
VR Records 

Provisional Ballot Affidavit 

Limited Ballot 

Statement of Residence 

Voter Registration Address Confirmation 
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Reviewing Applications 
Steps for reviewing 

applications: 

Is the          
applicant       
eligible? 

          
       

If NO,         
reject 

           

Is the                
application 
complete? 

    

If NO, mail the     applicant a Notice   
of Incomplete 

Does the applicant’s 
address require 

further verification? 

If YES, send a Notice 
to Confirm Voter 

Registration Address 
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Tex. Elec. Code §§ 13.143, 13.071, 13.072, 13.073 
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Notices and Forms 
• Section 21: Voter Registration in the Election 

Forms Index 
• Notice of Rejection of Application 

(Form 21-28) 
• Notice of Incomplete (Form 21-27) 
• Notice to Confirm Voter Registration Address 

(Form 21-2) 
• Also include a response form: Form 21-3 

or Form 21-4 
• Notice to Confirm Voter Registration   

Address by Providing Documentation 
(Form 21-5) 
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https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/21-28f.pdf
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/21-27f.pdf
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/21-2f.pdf
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/21-3f.pdf
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/21-4f.pdf
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/21-5f.pdf
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List Maintenance of VR Records 

Voter registrar’s duties include: regularly review your voter registration list and 
compare other state data with your own list, investigate and send notices to 
voters when required to verify status of voter 

Secretary of State’s duties include: maintain the TEAM system, assign VUIDs to 
each voter, work with VRs to maintain accurate lists, monitor list maintenance of 
voter registrars 
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12 
Tex. Elec. Code §§ 12.007, 18.065 



Texas Secretary of State 
E L E C T I O N S  D I V I S I O N  

List Maintenance of VR Records 
• List maintenance is an important tool for election integrity 
• Texas law only allows eligible voters to participate in Texas elections, and the list 

maintenance process is the primary tool for ensuring that the official list of 
registered voters only contains eligible voters 

• Timely completion of list maintenance activities is important to ensuring that 
elections are successful and challenge-free 
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Deceased Voters 

Felony Convictions 

Mental Incapacity 

Citizenship 

Cancellation by Voter 

Residency Issues 

List Maintenance of VR Records: Categories 
to Review 

14 
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• Under the National Voter Registration Act of 1993, the only permissible voter 
removal programs that counties may undertake during the 90 days before a 
federal election until after the election, and any subsequent runoff election, are 
to remove: 

• Voter who voluntarily cancel their voter registration, 
• Voters who are deceased, 
• Voters who are finally convicted of a felony; or 
• Voters who are adjudicated mentally incapacitated without the right to vote 

• The NVRA Moratorium for the November 3, 2026 election began on August 5, 
2026 

• Counties are now within the 90-day list maintenance moratorium period for 
the November 3, 2026 election 

List Maintenance: NVRA Moratorium 
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If a voter is cancelled, but the voter registrar determines that a voter’s 
registration was cancelled in error or that an individual remains eligible despite 
a prior cancellation, the voter registrar must reinstate the registration 
immediately 

Cancellation and Reinstatement 
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Confidentiality for Voter Registration 
• Information that is confidential for all voters                                                                              

and does not constitute public information:                                                                                  
Social Security Number, Texas Driver’s License                                                                               
Number, a number of a personal identification                                                                                
card issued by the Department of Public                                                                                      
Safety, and a Voter Source Code 

• Date of Birth: Confidential for all voters, unless                                                                                  
the request is for a list of voters with voter                                                                           
information under Chapter 18 of the Election Code 

• Confidentiality Programs: 
• SOS Election Advisory 2026-01 
• Address Confidentiality webpage in the Voter Registration section 

17 

https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/laws/advisory2026-01.shtml
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/laws/address-confidentiality.shtml
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Suspense List 
• The voter registrar must maintain a Suspense List containing the names of the 

following individuals: 
• Voters who failed to respond to a Notice to Confirm Voter Registration Address; 
• Voters whose renewal voter registration certificate was returned to the voter 

registrar as undeliverable; and 
• Individuals excused or disqualified from jury service because they are not a 

resident of the county, individuals who stated on their juror summons that they 
no longer reside in the county, or individuals whose jury summons was 
returned to the district clerk as undeliverable 

• An individual on the Suspense List remains a registered voter with the same rights 
as any other voter until their status is updated or they are removed after two 
federal election cycles 

18 
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Prompt: 
• Which office is in charge of voter registration in your county? 
• What is the biggest challenge that you encounter with voter registration? 
• How do the other counties sitting around you handle this issue? 

19 

Work together with people 
at your table and the table 
directly behind you 

Ensure that everyone has a 
turn to share their thoughts, 
ideas, or perspectives 

Table Share 
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Volunteer Deputy Registrars 
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Who Are VDRs? 
• Volunteer Deputy Registrars (VDRs) are volunteers who are appointed by voter 

registrars in each county under Chapter 13 to help register residents of the 
county to vote 

• Chapter 13 sets forth the: 
• Qualifications 
• Appointment procedures 
• Requirements 
• Role of VDRs 

21 
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Eligibility Requirements for VDRs 
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To be appointed a volunteer deputy registrar, a person must: 
• Be at least 18 years old; 
• Be a United States citizen; 
• Not have been determined by a final judgment of a court exercising probate jurisdiction to be: 

• Totally mentally incapacitated; or 
• Partially mentally incapacitated without the right to vote; 

• Never have been convicted of failing to deliver a voter registration application to a voter registrar; 
• Not have been finally convicted of a felony, or, if convicted, must have: 

• Fully discharged the sentence, including any term of incarceration, parole, or supervision, or 
completed a period of probation ordered by any court; or 

• Been pardoned or otherwise released from the resulting disability to vote; 
• Not have been finally convicted of identity theft under Section 32.51 of the Penal Code; and 
• Be a resident of the State of Texas. 

Tex. Elec. Code § 13.031 
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• To be appointed as a volunteer deputy registrar, each applicant must complete 
training and apply directly with the voter registrar of the county where they want 
to be appointed. 

• The voter registrar will issue a certificate of appointment, provide information on 
county specific procedures, and provide the new VDR with voter registration 
applications and all other necessary materials. 

• VDRs may be appointed at any time of the year. Once appointed, a VDR can 
immediately start offering voter registration services. 

How VDRs Are Appointed 

23 

23 
Tex. Elec. Code §§ 13.031, 13.033 
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Training VDRs 
• The Secretary of State is required to adopt training 

standards and to develop and provide materials to the 
counties for training. 

• Each county is responsible for providing training 
directly to VDRs. 

• In-person training is not required. 
• Counties can include an exam as a part of the county’s 

training if they wish. If a county chooses to require an 
exam, they must use the SOS exam, or get SOS approval 
to use their own.  

• Voter registrars must offer training at least once a 
month. 

24 
Tex. Elec. Code §§ 13.047, 13.048 
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Volunteer Deputy 
Registrar Resources 
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4 
1 

3 
2 
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Volunteer Deputy Registrar Guide 
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Volunteer Deputy Registrar Training Presentation 



Texas Secretary of State 
E L E C T I O N S  D I V I S I O N  

29 

One-Pagers/Reference Guides 



Texas Secretary of State 
E L E C T I O N S  D I V I S I O N  

High School 
Deputy Registrars 
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Who are High School Deputy Registrars? 
• The Election Code designates high school principals in Texas as deputy registrars. 
• This is an automatic designation, and does not require appointment by voter 

registrars OR training by voter registrars. 
• Our office communicates with high school principals directly and provides them 

with the required resources. 
• At least twice a year, principals are required to provide voter registration 

applications to eligible students and to collect the completed applications. 
• The principals are required to submit completed voter registration applications 

directly to the voter registrars in the county in which their school is located. 
• High school principals can designate someone else at the school to perform these 

duties at that school. The designation must be in writing.  
31 

Tex. Elec. Code § 13.046; 1 T.A.C. Sec. 81.7 
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High School Deputy 
Registrar Resources 
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HSDR Resources 

1 2 
33 
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4 5 3 
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Additional Resources 
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HSDR Guide and Training Presentation 
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Additional Information and Reminders 



Texas Secretary of State 
E L E C T I O N S  D I V I S I O N  

ATTENTION SENIORS! 
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✔ Easy Access to 
Important 
Information 

✔ Legal Awareness 

✔ Customizable             
for Notes and 
Highlights 

BENEFITS: 

38 

HSDR Legal Resources 
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National Voter 
Registration Act: 
State Agencies 

Source: National Voter Registration Act of 1993, U.S. Government Publishing Office, www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/STATUTE-107/pdf/ 
STATUTE-107-Pg77.pdf. Accessed 3 Aug. 2026. 
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What Are NVRA State Agencies? 
• The National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (NVRA) requires states to provide 

voter registration opportunities through state agencies that provide public 
assistance and services. The intent is to increase voter registration opportunities, 
encourage voter participation, and to protect the integrity of the electoral 
process. 

• Texas has designated the following state agencies as voter registration agencies: 
• Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC); 
• Texas Workforce Commission (TWC); 
• Department of Public Safety (DPS); 
• Each public library, including any branch or other service outlet; and 
• Any other agency or program as determined by the Secretary of State that 

primarily provides public assistance or services to persons with disabilities. 

Tex. Elec. Code § 20.001 
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General VR Responsibilities of State Agencies 

Tex. Elec. Code §§ 20.004, 20.005, 20.032 

• Designated voter registration agencies must develop a written implementation 
plan. 

• Voter registration agencies must offer voter registration applications to members 
of the public who are applying for or renewing agency services. 

• If these services are provided at the person’s residence, the agency must also 
provide the opportunity to complete a voter registration application at that time. 

• All agencies must provide the same degree of assistance in completing voter 
registration paperwork as the agency would provide for assistance with agency 
related documentation. 

• This includes, but is not limited to, bilingual assistance. 
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National Voter Registration Act: 
Resources 
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NVRA Agency Guides 
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1 

3 

2 
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NVRA Implementation Sample Plan 
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NVRA Implementation Plan Online Submission 
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NVRA Voter Registration Flyers 
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1 

2 

3 

4 
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Work together with people 
at your table and the table 
directly behind you 

TIP: Start with the goal and work backwards. What are the steps needed 
to achieve this goal? 

Mapping it Out 
Prompt: 

• How do you plan to incorporate two new 
things or materials that you have learned 
about today to improve your process or 
training? 



Texas Secretary of State 
E L E C T I O N S  D I V I S I O N  

49 

Where To Find Our Resources 

Volunteer 
Deputy 

Registrar 
Resources 

High School 
Deputy Registrar 

Resources 

NVRA State 
Agencies 

Resources 

NVRA 
Public Library 

Resources 

SOS Voter Registration Resources can be viewed at www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/laws/voter-registration-resources.shtml 
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WEBINARS TRAINING RESOURCES 

elections@sos.texas.gov 

800-252-VOTE   •   512-463-5650 

sos.texas.gov 

Available Support 
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https://sos.texas.gov
mailto:elections@sos.texas.gov
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