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Chapter 33, Texas Election Code 

Poll Watcher Training 

Poll Watcher’s Guide 

Advisory 2024-28 

Forms Index 

Resources Available 
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https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/?tab=1&code=EL&chapter=EL.33&artSec=
https://pollworkertraining.sos.texas.gov/
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pollwatchers-guide.pdf
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/laws/advisory2024-28.shtml
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/index.shtml#chapter-4
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What is a 
Poll Watcher? 
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A poll watcher is a person 
appointed under the Texas Election 
Code to observe the conduct of an 
election on behalf of a candidate,     

a political party, or the proponents 
or opponents of a measure 

A watcher appointed under  
Chapter 33 shall observe without 

obstructing the conduct of an 
election and call to the attention of 
an election officer any observed or 

suspected irregularity or violation of 
law in the conduct of the election 

Poll Watcher Defined 

5 
Tex. Elec. Code §§ 33.001-33.0015 
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Who Appoints 
Poll Watchers 
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Appointing Authorities 

7 Note: Political parties may only appoint poll watchers for elections in which they have a candidate on the ballot. This does not include the May election or any other non-partisan 
elections. 

Candidate 
whose name 

appears on the 
ballot or on the 
declared list of 

write-ins 

County chair 
of a political party, 
or any 3 members 

of the county 
executive 

committee 
Campaign 

treasurer of a 
specific-purpose 

political committee 
that supports or 

opposes a 
measure 

Group of 
registered voters 

for a write-in 
candidate for 

elections where 
a declaration is 

not required 
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How Poll Watchers 
Are Appointed 
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Different certificate depending on the 
appointing authority 

• 4-26 Appointment by Candidate 
• 4-27 Appointment by Political Party 
• 4-28 Appointment for a Measure 
Different for a Recount Watcher 

• 14-2 Appointment of a Representative 

Certificate of Appointment 

Tex. Elec. Code § 33.006 
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Eligibility Requirements 
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Must be a qualified voter of the: 

• County in which the person is to serve, in an election ordered by the governor 
or a county authority or in a primary election; 

• Part of the county in which the election is held, in an election ordered by the 
governor or a county authority that does not cover the entire county of the 
person’s residence; and 

• Political subdivision, in an election ordered by an authority of a political 
subdivision other than a county. 

Complete Poll Watcher Training 

Poll Watcher Eligibility Requirements 

11 
Tex. Elec. Code § 33.031 
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Certificate                
Valid From: 

January 1– 
August 31 

September 1– 
December 31 

Poll Watcher Training 

12 
Note: The Certificate of Completion for Poll Watchers was redesigned 7/2026. 
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Candidate for public office 

Employee or relative of election officer 

Public officer 

Convicted of certain offenses 

13 

Individuals Ineligible to Be a Poll Watcher 

Tex. Elec. Code §§ 33.032-33.035 
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Accepting a 
Poll Watcher 
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A watcher must deliver a: 

• Certificate of Appointment 
• Certificate of Completion of Training 

Must deliver to either the deputy early 
voting clerk or presiding judge 

Accepting a Poll Watcher 

15 
Tex. Elec. Code § 33.051 
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Accepting a Poll Watcher 

Tex. Elec. Code § 33.051 

The watcher must be accepted at the polling place 

The certificate must then be retained at the polling place 

Watcher must be issued a nametag 



Texas Secretary of State 
E L E C T I O N S  D I V I S I O N  

Where Poll Watchers 
Can Serve 
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Polling places 

Early Voting Ballot Board 

Central Counting Station 

Reminder: Must indicate on their certificate where they are to serve. 

• If a poll watcher is assigned to a polling place and then to the Early Voting 
Ballot Board, he or she must have two different Certificates of Appointment 

Where Poll Watchers Can Serve 

18 
Tex. Elec. Code §§ 33.052-33.055 
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Risk-Limiting Audits 

Post-Election Hand Count Audit 

Where Poll Watchers Can Serve 
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Maximum Number of        
Appointed Poll Watchers 
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Each appointing authority may not appoint not more than two watchers for: 

•Polling places 
•Early Voting Ballot Board 
•Central Counting Station 

Number of Poll Watchers 

21 Note: A maximum of seven watchers may be appointed for each polling place by each appointing authority but no more than two may be on duty at the same polling place at the 
same time. 
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What Poll Watchers 
Can Observe 
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•Entitled to sit or stand near enough to see and 
hear activity 

•Entitled to be present at the voting station where a 
voter is being assisted by an election officer 

•Entitled to observe the inspection and securing of 
the equipment 

•Entitled to observe the delivery of election records 
•May accompany the officer making the delivery, 

or follow in a different vehicle 
•Entitled to observe the sealing and transfer of data 

storage 

A watcher is 
entitled to observe 

any activity 
conducted at which 

the location the 
watcher is serving 

Observing Activity Generally 

23 
Tex. Elec. Code §§ 33.056-33.0605 
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• Presiding Judge at polling place may require the 
watcher to leave the notes at the polling place if 
the watcher chooses to leave while polls are 
open. 

Watchers must be 
allowed to make 

notes while on duty 

Observing Activity Generally 

24 
Tex. Elec. Code § 33.056 
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While on duty,               
a watcher may not: 

Converse with an election 
officer regarding the 

election except to point 
out an irregularity or 
violation of the law 

Converse with a voter or 
communicate in any 
manner with a voter 

regarding the election 

Use a wireless 
communication device             

in the polling place 

Restrictions on Poll Watcher Activity 

25 
Tex. Elec. Code §§ 33.058, 33.051, 61.014 
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Restrictions on Poll Watcher Activity 
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Remember: 
• A watcher may call the attention of an election officer to any occurrence that 

the watcher believes to be an irregularity or violation of law and may discuss 
the matter with the officer.  

• An officer may refer the watcher to the presiding officer at any point in the 
discussion. 

• The watcher may not discuss the occurrence further with the subordinate 
officer unless the presiding officer invites the discussion. 

Tex. Elec. Code § 33.058 
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A watcher commits an offense if, before the polls close or the last voter has voted, 
the watcher reveals: 

• The number of votes that have been received for a candidate or for or against 
a measure; 

• A candidate's position relative to other candidates in the tabulation of the 
votes; 

• Whether a measure is passing or failing;  or 
• The names of persons who have or have not voted in the election 

Restrictions on Poll Watcher Activity 

27 
Tex. Elec. Code § 61.007 
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When Poll Watchers 
Can Be Present 
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Polling Places 

• May begin service at any time after the 
judge arrives, and can stay until the 
judge completes their duties 

• If ballots are being counted, watcher 
must stay until counting is complete 

• A watcher appointed to serve at a 
polling place is entitled to observe the 
transfer of election materials to a central 
counting station or any other location 
designated to process election materials 

Early Voting Ballot Board 

• May be present at any time the board or 
committee is processing or counting 
ballots and until the board or committee 
completes its duties 

• May not leave during voting hours on 
election day without the presiding 
judge’s permission if the board has 
recorded any votes cast on voting 
machines or counted any ballots, unless 
the board has completed its duties and 
has been dismissed by the presiding 
judge 

When Poll Watchers Can Be Present 

29 
Tex. Elec. Code §§ 33.052-33.054, 33.0605 
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Central Counting Station 
• May be present at any time the station is open for the purpose of processing or 

preparing to process election results and until the election officers complete 
their duties at the station 

• A watcher may not leave during voting hours on election day without the 
presiding judge’s permission if the counting of ballots at the central counting 
station has begun 

When Poll Watchers Can Be Present 

30 
Tex. Elec. Code § 33.055 
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Removing a 
Poll Watcher 
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A presiding judge can only remove a poll watcher when: 

• The watcher violates the Election Code and the violation was witnessed by a 
judge or clerk; or 

• The watcher violates the Penal Code, regardless of whether the violation was 
witnessed or not 

Removing a Poll Watcher 

32 
Tex. Elec. Code § 32.075 
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A person commits an offense if the person serves in an official capacity at a 
location at which the presence of watchers is authorized and knowingly 
prevents a watcher from observing an activity or procedure the person knows 
the watcher is entitled to observe, including by taking any action to obstruct the 
view of a watcher or distance the watcher from the activity or procedure to be 
observed in a manner that would make observation not reasonably effective 

• Class A misdemeanor 

Unlawfully Obstructing a Poll Watcher 

33 
Tex. Elec. Code § 33.061 
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Poll Watchers 
and Recounts 
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Certificate of Appointment of a Watcher for 
a Recount (Form 14-2) 

Must submit this certificate to the Recount 
Committee Chair  

Appointing a Poll Watcher in a Recount 

Tex. Elec. Code § 213.013 

https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/14-2f.pdf


Texas Secretary of State 
E L E C T I O N S  D I V I S I O N  

Not required to                         
complete the training 

Not required to be a 
registered voter of the 

political subdivision 

Eligibility Requirements 

36 
Tex. Elec. Code § 213.013 
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Each candidate may have two watchers if there is just one counting team or 
watchers in a number equal to the number of counting teams if there is more 
than one counting team 

Number of Watchers Appointed 

37 
Tex. Elec. Code § 213.013 
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Example 1: One Team 
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Example 2: Two Teams 
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Example 3: Three Teams 
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Observe the counting teams 

Challenge ballots 

Photocopy challenged ballots 

What Poll Watchers Can Do at Recounts 

41 
Tex. Elec. Code § 213.013 
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WEBINARS TRAINING RESOURCES 

elections@sos.texas.gov 

800-252-VOTE   •   512-463-5650 

sos.texas.gov 

Available Support 
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https://sos.texas.gov
mailto:elections@sos.texas.gov
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