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Who Are Volunteer Deputy Registrars?
• Volunteer Deputy Registrars (VDRs) are volunteers who are appointed by voter 

registrars in each county under Chapter 13 to help register residents of the 
county to vote.

• Chapter 13 sets forth the qualifications, appointment procedures, requirements, 
and the role of VDRs
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Eligibility Requirements for VDRs
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To be appointed a volunteer deputy registrar, a person must:
• Be at least 18 years old;
• Be a United States citizen;
• Not have been determined by a final judgment of a court exercising probate jurisdiction to be:

• Totally mentally incapacitated; or
• Partially mentally incapacitated without the right to vote;

• Never have been convicted of failing to deliver a voter registration application to a voter registrar;
• Not have been finally convicted of a felony, or, if convicted, must have:

• Fully discharged the sentence, including any term of incarceration, parole, or supervision, or 
completed a period of probation ordered by any court; or

• Been pardoned or otherwise released from the resulting disability to vote;
• Not have been finally convicted of identity theft under Section 32.51 of the Penal Code; and
• Be a resident of the State of Texas. [Sec. 13.031]
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Who Trains Volunteer Deputy Registrars?
• The Secretary of State is required to adopt training 

standards and to develop and provide materials to 
the counties for training.

• Each county is responsible for providing training 
directly to VDRs.

• In-person training is not required.
• Counties can include an exam as a part of the 

county’s training if they wish. If a county chooses to 
require an exam, they must use the SOS exam, or 
get SOS approval to use their own.  [Secs. 13.047, 
13.048]
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In-Person Training
• The voter registrar of each county must establish a schedule of times and places 

where in-person training for volunteer deputy registrars will be offered. We 
recommend regular training sessions.

• Voter registrars must offer a minimum of one training class per month.
• The county may conduct the in-person training by live online video meetings but 

should confirm the attendee’s presence during the entire training (i.e., require 
cameras on).

• Individuals who complete in-person training are not required to take and pass any 
examination prior to receiving their appointment.
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Optional Online Training
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• Instead of holding in-person training sessions, a county may adopt a procedure 
that allows a person to review the SOS online VDR training. 

• After completing the online training, they must appear in person in the voter 
registrar’s office to take an examination. Passing requires 90% (18 of 20) correct.

• The exam and answer key are available on the DocShare, not on the SOS 
website.
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How Often Must You Offer VDR Training?
• Voter registrars must offer training at least once a month
• The voter registrar of each county must establish a schedule of times and places 

where in-person training for volunteer deputy registrars will be offered

BEST PRACTICE: The SOS strongly recommends that you offer more than one 
training per month and that you offer some trainings outside of business hours
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See Election Advisory No. 2023-07: Volunteer Deputy Registrars for more 
information
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Prompt:
• How does your county offer Volunteer Deputy Registrar training and how often is 

it held? How does it compare to other counties sitting around you?
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Timer

Work together with people 
at your table and the table 
directly behind you

Ensure that everyone has a 
turn to share their thoughts, 
ideas, or perspective

Table Share
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Differences In Size

Topic of Discussion
Volunteer 

Deputy 
Registrar 
Training

Online? In-Person? Not Offered?

Larger 
Counties

Smaller 
Counties
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What Did You Learn?

Methods of Training
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Prompt:
• What are two things that your VDR training does well and what is one area that 

could be improved?
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Volunteer Deputy 
Registrar Resources
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Volunteer Deputy 
Registrar Guide
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December 31st
of every even-
numbered year
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Deliver 
completed 

applications IN 
PERSON by 5 
pm of the 5th 
day after the 

VDR receives it
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One-Pagers/Reference Guides
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Updated VDR Training Presentation
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High School Deputy 
Registrar Resources
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Who are High School Deputy Registrars?
• The Election Code designates high school principals in Texas as deputy registrars. 
• This is an automatic designation, and does not require appointment by voter 

registrars or training by voter registrars.
• Our office communicates with high school principals directly and provides them 

with the required resources.
• At least twice a year, principals are required to provide voter registration 

applications to eligible students and to collect the completed applications.
• The principals are required to submit completed voter registration applications 

directly to the voter registrars in the county in which their school is located.
• Note that high school principals can designate someone else at the school to 

perform these duties at that school. The designation must be in writing.  [Sec. 
13.046]
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2

HSDR Resources
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543
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Additional Resources
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High School Deputy 
Registrar Guide
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Deliver 
completed 

applications      
BY MAIL or       

IN-PERSON by 5 
pm of the 5th 
day after the 

HSDR receives it

    
         



Texas Secretary of State
E L E C T I O N S  D I V I S I O N

34

New HSDR Training Presentation 
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Additional Information and Reminders
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 Easy Access to 
Important 
Information

 Legal Awareness

 Customizable for 
Notes and 
Highlights

BENEFITS:
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HSDR Legal Resources
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ATTENTION SENIORS!
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Timer

Work together with people 
at your table and the table 
directly behind you

TIP: Start with the goal and work backwards. What are the steps needed 
to achieve this goal?

Mapping it Out
Prompt:

• How do you plan to incorporate two new 
things or materials that you have learned 
about today to improve your process or 
training?
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Where To Find VDR Resources

Scan the QR code to find our updated resources, or visit  
sos.texas.gov/elections/laws/volunteer-deputy-registrars.shtml

https://www.sos.texas.gov/elections/laws/volunteer-deputy-registrars.shtml
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Scan the QR code to find our updated resources, or visit  
sos.texas.gov/elections/laws/high-school-deputy-voter-registrars.shtml 
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Where To Find HSDR Resources

https://www.sos.texas.gov/elections/laws/high-school-deputy-voter-registrars.shtml
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WEBINARS TRAINING RESOURCES

elections@sos.texas.gov

800-252-VOTE   •   512-463-5650

sos.texas.gov

Available Support
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