
Ever wonder what happens to a ballot after it is cast? In Texas, every vote follows a strict chain of custody to ensure it stays secure. From the 
moment a ballot box is locked and sealed at a polling place to when media is scanned at the central counting station (CCS), election officials and poll 
watchers maintain constant oversight. The following illustrates the secure path a ballot takes to the CCS. 
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TRANSPORTING THE VOTES 
The presiding and alternate 

judge, or designated licensed 
peace officer, transports              

the voted ballots and 
election records to the CCS. 
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SECURING THE MATERIALS 
Voted paper ballots are 

placed into locked, sealed 
boxes while media goes into 
a separate, sealed bag. Serial 

numbers are recorded. 
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CLOSING THE POLLS 
Polls close at 7 p.m. and 
last voters in line vote. 
Election workers begin 
the counting process. 
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ARRIVING AT CCS 
Election workers check-in 

at the CCS. Personnel check 
that seals match, are 

not broken, and verify 
paperwork is completed. 
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SCANNING MEDIA/BALLOTS 
Media sticks are 

uploaded to a secure, 
unconnected computer. 
Ballots are adjudicated. 
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TABULATION, 
RECONCILIATION, 

AND CANVASS 
Personnel verify total votes cast 
equals total voters checked-in 
before election is canvassed 

and results shared. 

FROM POLLING PLACE 
TO CANVASSING 
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