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NEW PRECINCT AND COUNTY CHAIR 
APPLICATION FOR A PLACE ON THE 
GENERAL PRIMARY BALLOT

• Things to Look for:
• 8/2025 Revision Date
• Chair E-Mail/Telephone 

Number Box
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2026 Candidate’s Guide
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• Form, Content and Procedure
• Was the candidate application submitted timely?
• Was it filled out properly?

• Eligibility
• On the face of the application, does the candidate meet the eligibility requirements associated 

with the office of precinct or county chair?
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Review of Application
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• Form, Content and Procedure
• Review must be completed no later than the 5th day after application is

received
• If application is submitted fewer than five business days before the filing

deadline, the review must be completed no later than the first Friday after the
filing deadline.

• Accepting application does not preclude a later determination that there is a
deficiency in the application.

• If rejecting the application, must do so immediately and deliver to candidate a
written notice of rejection.

• Cannot challenge after the 50th day before election day.
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Review of Application (cont.)
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• To be eligible to be a candidate for or to serve as a county or precinct chair of a political party, 
a person must:

• Be a qualified voter of the county
• Not be a candidate for nomination or election to, or be the holder of, an elective office of 

the federal, state or county government [Texas Election Code Section 161.005]
• Additionally, to be eligible to be a candidate for or to serve as a precinct chair, a person must 

reside in the election precinct in addition to satisfying other eligibility requirements. [Texas 
Election Code Section 171.023]
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Candidate Eligibility
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Effects of Redistricting on Precinct Chair Applications

• House Bill 4 (89th Second Called Special Session) becomes effective December 4, 2025
• County election officials for affected counties will begin implementation of redistricting 

changes locally, which may result in changes to voter registration precincts before the 
2026 primary election.

• Secretary of State recommends that precinct chair candidates take this process into 
account before submitting an application.

• Precinct chair candidate may have an application rejected later because the applicable 
precinct boundaries changed due to redistricting.

- Precinct chair candidates may also withdraw their application if precinct         
boundaries changed

• Precinct chair candidates should file an application for the precinct in which they 
reside under the new boundaries.
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Box 1

Box 2

Box 1: If left blank, not necessarily fatal to the application.

Box 3

Box 2: Must indicate if the application is for precinct or county chair. Precinct chairs
must include the precinct number.

Box 3: Must indicate status as incumbent county or precinct chair, if applicable. If left
blank, this is not fatal to the application.
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Box 4 Box 5

Box 4: Full Name
• Legal name, but does not have to exactly match legal documents.

• EX: John Michael Smith, John M. Smith, John Smith

Box 5: Name as you want it to appear on ballot
• Nickname rules apply.
• Candidate may use any surname acquired by law or marriage.
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Box 6 Box 7

Box 6: Permanent Residence Address
• MUST be completed by all candidates
• Even candidates subject to confidentiality (judges and peace officers) must 

complete this box.

Box 7: Public Mailing Address (Optional)
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Residency
• Is the candidate a resident of the county or precinct, as applicable?
• Is the address on their application located within that territory?

NOTE: Eligibility verification by the filing authority does NOT include whether the candidates 
actually live at the address provided. This is left up to the courts.

NOTE: Texas law does not allow a filing authority to make a conclusive determination about
the location of a person’s residence. Only a court of law may make such a determination.
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Candidate Eligibility (cont.)
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Box 10
Box 11

Box 8 (NEW): Public Email Address and Telephone Contact Information
• This is what they should use to receive campaign email.
• One is required for candidates for precinct chair. Optional for county chair candidates.

Box 9: Occupation

Box 10: Date of Birth

Box 11: VR Number (VUID) (Optional)
• Not required, but very helpful as it can help you validate their VR status.
• Also puts the candidate on notice that they need to think about their current VR status
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Voter Registration
• Is the candidate a registered voter of the territory from which they are seeking

office?
• Is the candidate’s registration effective?
• A candidate’s registration must be EFFECTIVE. It is not enough to have

submitted a registration application.
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Box 12

Box 12: Length of Continuous Residence (Optional)

• Although candidates for county and precinct chair must be a resident of the county 
or precinct, a particular length of continuous residence is not required.
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Box 13: Oath and Notary
• Must be completed and signed and sworn to by candidate.
• If they leave blanks in statement of oath, it is not fatal if the application contains the applicable 

information.
• Oath must be administered by someone authorized to administer oaths under Chapter 602,

Government Code.
• Mistakes by notary are not always fatal. Please call SOS for additional guidance if needed.

Box 13

16



Texas Secretary of State
E L E C T I O N S  D I V I S I O N

Box 14

Box 14: Completed by Filing Authority or Designee Who Received Application
• Failure to complete this box is not fatal to an application!
• Part of this box should be completed at the time the application has been 

received by the person who takes the application.
• The remainder should be filled in after it has been reviewed and a disposition has 

been made on the application.
• This contains information to help you know what actions have been taken and 

when on an application.
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1.  Introduction to New TEAM
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• Welcome to the Texas Election Administration Management System (TEAM).
• TEAM allows county users to manage critical election information as it pertains 

to:
• Managing voter registration data,
• County district information,
• Candidate management, and
• Election results and reporting.
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Introduction to New TEAM
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2.  Election Security
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Election Security
County Cybersecurity Training Requirements
1. Prior to being added to TEAM, all users must complete annual cybersecurity 

training. 
2. After completion of training, please allow 24 to 48 hours to receive TEAM log-in 

credentials from our SOS team. 
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3.  Okta Introduction
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Okta Introduction
NEW USER: Setting up Okta Account

Activate your Okta account 
by clicking on the link in 
the Activation email. 

• We recommend that you add the 
following e-mail address to your Safe 
Recipients list: noreply@okta.com

STEP 1
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Setting Up Your Password

STEP 2 Follow the on-screen prompts to complete your password and 
security method set up.

• Password requirements: 
• At least 14 characters;
• A lowercase letter;
• An uppercase letter;
• A number;
• A symbol;
• No part of your password should include your                                                         

first or last name; and
• Password cannot be the same as your last 24 passwords. 24
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• Once your password has been created you will be 
given the option to set-up Okta Verify. 

• To set up Okta Verify on your smartphone, click 
the set-up link and follow the on-screen prompts. 

Okta Verify
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• If you do not have access to a smart phone, you 
can install the Google Chrome Browser plug-in. 

• This would be located in the browser plug-in 
options in the settings section of your 
browser.

• The image to the right will display on the 
computer for you to scan the QA code.

• Follow the on-screen prompts. 

Okta Verify
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4.  TEAM Login: Acknowledgement 
and Non-Disclosure Agreement
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1. To log into TEAM, first start by entering your user 
username. Select “next” once username is entered. 

2. Enter password and select “verify” once entered. 
3. Complete two-factor authentication by either:

a. Getting a push notification to your Okta Verify app
This will send a notification to your smartphone, on most 
phones if you pull down on the screen, you will see the 
alert and have the ability to choose “yes it’s me” or “no 
it’s not me”.

b. Verifying by email  
Verify with verification link or enter a verification code 
provided in email. Go to your email inbox and select the 
email titled “One-time verification code.” The link and 
code will only be valid for 5 minutes.

c. Entering code from Okta Verify app 
This code can be obtained by opening the Okta Verify app 
on your smartphone.

Logging Into TEAM
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TEAM Security Acknowledgment and Nondisclosure 
Agreement

• Once authentication is complete, a Security Acknowledgment screen will appear.
• Select AGREE to confirm acknowledgment and enter the TEAM system. 
• If you select DISAGREE, this will cancel the login process. 
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ENTERING CANDIDATES IN TEAM
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WEBINARS TRAINING RESOURCES

elections@sos.texas.gov

800-252-VOTE   •   512-463-5650

sos.texas.gov

Available Support
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