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Overview of Filing Process
• Candidates must file different documents with two different offices. The 

documents must be filed in the correct order.
• First, a candidate must file the Acknowledgement of Director Duties with the 

Chief Appraiser of the Appraisal District.
• Second, the candidate must file the Candidate Application (and filing fee or 

petition) with the County Clerk, or in the counties that have an Election 
Administrator, the County Election Administrator.
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Candidate Application
• NEW LAW: Candidate must file their application for a place on the ballot with the county 

clerk or elections administrator (depending on whether the county has a clerk or EA)
• This for used to be filed with the county judge, but the law changed the filing 

authority
• The application must be filed between Saturday, July 18, 2026 and 5 p.m. Monday, 

August 17, 2026
• Forms:

• Application for a Place on the General Election Ballot (Form 2-49); or
• Declaration of Write-in Candidacy (Form 2-55)

• Please note that this is the general form for applicants for candidates for local
subdivisions, not a special form for appraisal-board candidates.
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https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/2-49f.pdf
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/2-55f.pdf
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Candidate Application Cont’d
Candidates must be elected at-large by place 

• At-large by place 1, at-large by place 2, and at-large by place 3 position.
• The place should be included in the “Office Sought” line

• This means candidates must indicate on their application the at-large position for 
which they are running.

• If candidate fails to provide this information, the application should be 
rejected due to form, content, and procedure issues.

• This form must be notarized.
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Candidate Application Cont’d
• Remember to fill out at least every box on the form that is not optional. Failure to 

fill out the required boxes may result in rejection of the application.
• Best practice: it is better to submit the application at the start of the filing period 

than the end. That way, if the application is rejected, the applicant has time to file 
another application.

• Just because the filing authority take receipt of the application at time of filing 
does not mean it won’t be rejected later if a defect is discovered. This is why it is 
helpful to file early.

• Candidate applications cannot be amended after filing—if an application is 
rejected, the applicant must file a new application.   
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Candidate Filing Fee
• Every candidate who submits an application for a place on the ballot must also 

submit either a filing fee or a Petition in Lieu of a Filing Fee for a Local Political 
Subdivision (Form 2-51) signed by a minimum number of qualified voters at the 
same time.

• The filing fee or petition must be submitted with the application.
• The filing fee for a place on the ballot is:

$400 for a county                     
with a population of 

200,000 or more

$200 for a county                   
with a population of                
less than 200,0000
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https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/2-51f.pdf
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Petition in Lieu of a Filing Fee
If candidates do not want to pay a filing fee, they can submit a petition with voter 
signatures instead.

The minimum number of signatures that must appear on the petition is the lesser of:

• 500; or
• Two percent of the total vote received in the county by all the candidates for 

governor in the most recent gubernatorial general election, unless that number 
is less than 50, in which case the required number of signatures is the lesser of:

• 50; or
• 20 percent of that total vote.
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Method of Filing 
• Applications can be delivered in person or by mail.

• If by mail: Must look at time of receipt, NOT postmark.
• Receipt = actual possession of filing authority or agent, or time

deposited in the authority’s mail box.
• Application cannot be submitted in parts. All parts must be submitted at

the same time.
• If a candidate submits a filing fee along with an application, it MAY NOT be

submitted via email or fax.
• If a candidate submits a petition in lieu of a filing fee along with an

application, those may be submitted together via email or fax.
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Acknowledgement of Director Duties
• NEW LAW: an individual may not file an application for a place on the ballot for 

an elected position on the board of directors of an appraisal district unless the 
individual has signed the Acknowledgement of Director’s Duties of Member of 
Appraisal District Board of Directors.

• The signed acknowledgement must be submitted to the chief appraiser of the 
appraisal district.

• Note: This means that candidates will submit their acknowledgment form to a 
different officer than they will submit their application for a place on the 
ballot!
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• The acknowledgement form (2-68) is 
available on the SOS elections forms 
page.

• File before the candidate 
application—failure to submit the 
acknowledgement could result in 
rejection of the application. 

• Must be signed and dated, but does 
not need to be notarized.

Acknowledgment Cont’d 

https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/index.shtml
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Completing a Candidate Application
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• Required Boxes:
• Identification of election
• Office Sought and Term Status
• Full Name
• Name on Ballot
• Permanent Resident Address
• Occupation
• Felony Conviction Status
• Length of Continuous Residence
• Oath, signature block, information 

of person who administered oath

Application Form in Detail 
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Date and Type of Election
• The upcoming election is the November 3, 2026 General election
• CAD board elections will be on even-numbered years in the November general 

election going forward
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Office Sought and Term Status

• Must indicate that you are running for county appraisal district board, name of 
county, and place.

• Check the “Full” term box unless the officeholder left office early and the 
remainder of the term is up for election.  

The place candidate is running for
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Full Name
• Use your full name, without nicknames 
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• First name or initials first, followed by 
a nickname (if any) followed by the 
surname (Election Code Sec. 52.031)

• Can use a familiar form of a first name 
by which the candidate is known—
“Liz” instead of “Elizabeth.”

• May add a nickname of one 
unhyphenated word of 10 letters or 
less by which the candidate has been 
known for at least three years

Name as You Want It to Appear on the Ballot
• Nicknames must not be slogans or 

indicate a political, economic, social, 
or religious view or affiliation.

• Not titles are allowed, so no “Dr.” or 
“Coach” or “Lt.” etc.

Acceptable nickname
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Permanent Residence Address
• Will be used to determine if the candidate lives in the territory (the appraisal district). 

• Cannot be a PO Box or other nonresidential address
• Even candidates subject to confidentiality must complete this box

• Candidates entitled to confidentiality under Gov’t Code 552.1175 must separately request 
confidentiality from the filing authority for information on a candidate application

• Election Code Sec. 1.015: residence is “one's home and fixed place of habitation to which one 
intends to return after any temporary absence.”
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Public Email, Occupation, DOB, VUID

• Public email: Optional, is the email you would use for campaign-related 
correspondence. 

• Occupation—this line cannot be blank. Write “unemployed” or “retired” etc. if 
that applies.

• Date of birth: used to ascertain that the candidate is old enough to run for office
• VUID: optional, but helps the filing authority ascertain voter-registration status

Do not leave blank, 
even if out of work. 

Ensures candidate 
is old enough to 
hold office.
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Telephone Information

Telephone Contact Information: optional, but can help the filing authority find 
you if there is something that needs to be communicated.
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Felony Status and Length of Residency
• The Felony-conviction status must be filled in!
• If you have been convicted of a felony but pardoned or otherwise released from 

disabilities, you must provide documentary proof of this with the application.
• Length of residency must be filled in. Remember that CAD Board applicants must 

have resided in the territory for two years or more immediately before the 
election date.
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School District Board-Only Box
• There is a box with questions about being required to register as a sex offender 

that only candidates for need school boards must fill out.

CAD candidates can leave this 
blank
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Candidate Signature and Oath
• These boxes must be fully completed.
• Include the place number again. 
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Oath and Notarization 
• Oath must be administered by someone authorized to administer oaths under 

Government Code Chapter 602. Notary public is most common authority 
available to administer oaths.

• The person who administers oath must complete the notarization block:
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Check Before Submitting the Application

Things to Look For

• Are all the boxes filled in?
• Did you include a filing fee or petition?
• If you paid a filing fee, was it for the correct amount?
• If you used a petition, was the petition properly filled out?
• Was the petition properly signed and notarized by the circulators?
• Did you include the correct felony information, if applicable?
• Was the application signed and notarized?
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Candidate 
Petitions
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Important Things to Remember Regarding 
Petitions
• Unless prescribed by a city charter or outside statute, there is no statutory “first day” that a candidate 

may begin collecting signatures for a nominating petition or petition in lieu of a filing fee under the 
Election Code. 

• If a candidate circulates a petition, the voters who sign the petition must be registered voters of the 
territory. 

• Candidate may have multiple people circulate petition on their behalf
• Affidavit of Circulator must be completed for each group of petitions circulated. The affidavit at 

the bottom of the page must accompany each part but is not required for each page of signatures. 
• Affidavit of circulator need only be sworn on one page to serve for multiple pages 

from the same circulator. 
• A single notarized affidavit by any person who obtained signatures is valid for all 

signatures gathered by the person if the date of notarization is on or after the date of 
the last signature obtained by the person.

• An deficiency on the petition CANNOT be cured with information provided on the application.
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Petition in Lieu of Filing Fee
• Must be submitted in person, by mail, by email or by fax.
• Petitions must be submitted along with the candidate’s application.

• A candidate cannot supplement or amend a petition once it has been filed. 
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Candidate Confidentiality 
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Public Information
• An application for a place on the ballot, including an accompanying petition, is 

public information immediately on its filing. 
• Any written documentation attached to a candidate’s application would 

also be public information upon filing as it is considered part of the 
application. 

[Sec. 141.035]



Texas Secretary of State
E L E C T I O N S  D I V I S I O N

Candidate Confidentiality 
• Individuals who are eligible for address confidentiality under Section 552.1175 of 

the Government Code may file Form 2-67 Request for Confidentiality for 
Candidates (PDF)

• Our office recommends the candidate file the confidentiality request at the same 
time they file their application for a place on the ballot with the filing authority.

• If an eligible candidate submits a request for confidentiality and provides the 
required documentation then the individual’s home address, home telephone 
number, emergency contact information, date of birth, social security number, 
and whether the individual has family members must be restricted from public 
access.

https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/2-67f.pdf
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Resources
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Local Candidate’s Guide
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Important Information to Know

Questions the Office of the Secretary of State Cannot Answer

• Questions related to campaign treasurer appointments.
• Questions related to campaign finance reports.
• Questions about what words or images may or may not appear on 

campaign signs.
• Questions about when or where candidates may place their campaign 

signs.
• Questions about campaign mailers, text messages, and social media posts.
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WEBINARS TRAINING RESOURCES

elections@sos.texas.gov

800-252-VOTE   •   512-463-5650

sos.texas.gov

Available Support
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